
Dr. 1.u. Condon 
1006 nJA But.ldiag 
Uui~sity of Colorado 
lou1.4ft, Colorado 80302 

Dear Ida 

22 July 1968 

Your letter of July 19th haa amved. togeth.er with its eacloaurea. 
As 1 meutionef on the phone. I did not see a copy of your letter to 
Boffay d•ted June 26. nor CaG we fiad it in the office. However, I have 
recently moved to -.other office in IC.lat and the haudltgg of my mail 
baa been re-organised. It ls possible that it was misplaced somewhere 
here, for which ve apologize. 

1f l had seen tbe letter it WCR.114 have giveu ae a little more back• 
grotmd about Boffa)'• e effort to gadler ~l for a ~ etory on 
UJO'•• ad it might have~=- tours• 1- to 9eefll:. t 4ouht, 
however. that tt would hS.9e · . e4.,. powt.tiou that editorial responat• 
biltt, to publish sum a atoi, llea· wtth.fsUIM~I editor. mch u I 
personally wish that they would ho W their atoiy until after your 1DO 
report is out. 

Of one tbiug 1 aa veq turet thel!e ts no malicious effo11t to dta• 
credit the Unf.~eqity of Colol'4Clo iavolvecl ia any of this buaiaeea. I am 
a little appall-' that preaaurea 1°" are obviously under could ao clietort 
your '\'lewpoillt as to lead JOU to tMdt tbu. Your project baa been ta the 
public view from the besiantns. aa4 h• obviously elid.ted areateat publte 
interest. You ei-e kictdiug younelf 1£ you. think that lpfa'I• decltaiag to 
grant intenriews to the press you Cll1l keep f.t ft'Om doing stories baMd ou 
vhat is available. In my vtew your own het interest is served if you gtve 
the press the ao&t diNCt and stratabtfa'l'WUd iufonation that you can 
withm the U.mf.ts of diecretion imposed by the fact that your report ta 
still under preparation. 

Your ~s cm the legalltJ of uae of quotes that have already 
appeared extensively tu the put.lie press ts one that I am not competeat 
even to diacuas. l have relqed your threat of suit to Dael Wolfle who 
has much more experience thaa I in auch matters, aud who will· have legal 
counsel to advise him. As you kuav. t have felt that these quotes were 
uaed out of conteatplDJW&J• 
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Bohody will be bappier tbaa 1 ..... thla whole thiag ia laid to 
rest, and 7our report baa been INbed.tt:ed ad •aluatad. But I also 
bold the view that 8llJOD9 mo cbeae to take oa a paastoa.-loade! matter 
like thie one must have dou ao with the full realt:aation that be was 
gof.ug to run into &tl'018 flak frcm cranks. Ule thiDg that worries me 
is that 1 fear that you are miatakiag the real coucema of a f• people 
with eerioua beliefs that aom of the ef.8htiqa are real mo's (whatever 
that means, and however wrong they my perhaps be) ae also the detuetou 
of cranks. or won.a.. In thta. as well as in your statemeut that an 
article by Id.SW that JOU h8veaft eve eeea is part of "a maU.cf.eue 
effort to dism:edit tbe University of Colorado ff you cut yourself off frc 
those who would most like to help you. 

I'm sure that the columns of fgiepse will be available to you fer a 
reply if you feel the ls1'PAI atol')' unjust. l can assure you that 19&1P9e 
is not malicious. that tbe artlcle ia aot inteaded to discredit you or the 
University, and that the AMS has ao iateat throusb Sciepge or otbcmd.ee 
to o011111i t crimes against the Uaivenity of Colorado. If I had 81'11 eHgbteat 
quaetion on these matters I would not hultate to ask Dael and the Board of 
Directors to examine the situation in detail ialedtately. But l do .- have 
arq such queatiou. 

As l have aat.4 before •o you, if you feel that the article ia unjust, 
when it appears. 1 wt.11 t.ake steps to .aae that your viewpeillt te broagbt 
to the Board of Directors prcaptly. 

Heanwh:lle • it is Dael• a view md ld.ae that the editn- of f.sAmv la 
aattag wlthiu the proper bouada of bf.8 editorial 418cretloa ad raapout
bility U he publiahea tile Kol'J that ht.a a"tdf bu prepared. l hope. 
moreova 1 that you vf.11 110t feel that the article is all that ba4 when lt 
comes out. 

cc 1 President 4'oaeph 14 Smila, 
Dr. Dael Wolfle 

Very stiacerely • 

Walter Orr lloherts 



E. U. CONDON 
761 CASCADE A V.ENUE 

BOULDER, COLORADO, 80302 

26 July 1968 

Dr. Walter Orr Roberts, President 
Am~rican Association for the Advancement of Science 
1829 Bluebell Avenue 
Boulder, Colorado 

Dear Dr. Roberts: NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

I herewith transmit my resignation from membership in the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science in protest Bgainst the falsehoods and 
mi~representations contained in the article entitled "UFO Project: Trouble on 
th~Ground" (pp. 339-342) in Science for July 26, 1968. The article is bound to 
contribute to confusion in public discussion because of the inexcusable errors 
which it contains. More important, however, than my objection to the errors is 
the whole emphasis on muck-raking to which the article devotes itself. Publica
tion of such stuff is not a proper function for the AAAS house organ. 

As you know, I wrote to the Editor on May 6 offering to help him in 
guarding against error. Again on June 26 I wrote to the reporter offering to 
safeguard against error. Before that I had telephoned to the News Editor. On 
July 9 I telephoned to the Editor repeating my offer. All of these offers were 
arrogantly rejected. On July 18 I discussed the problem with you at length on 
the telephone, and on July 19 I wrote you a letter about the situation. You wrote 
me a note on July 18 in which, however, you made it clear that the President of 
the AAAS is helpless, in your opinion, to control the misconduct of his staff. 

The Editor sent me the page proofs which arrived yesterday for an 
article to be in the July 26 issue. This was obviously planned to arrive late 
enough to make it impossible for any corrections to be made. The Editor's Letter 
says the proofs were being sent to me "in deference to your many years of dis
tinguished service." This makes it clear that he would give even less considera
tion to one of fewer years of distinguished service, and that even in this case 
he is determined that the errors of his reporter be published. 

I do not care to be associated with an organization that permits its 
Editor to behave in this way to any member, distinguished or not. Now that I 
understand how it is edited, I could never again believe any "news and comment" 
that it contains. 

EUC:kes 
cc - Members of the Board of Directors of AAAS, 

Treasurer and Executive Director 

Sincerely, 

£,{,{.,.-@._-<t'("\. c)J..TY\.. 
E. U. Condon 

L. 


