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Interview with Mrs. Jerry Sheldon, 
3860 So. Kemp Road 
Lima, Ohio 
August 11, 1980 

Mrs. Sheldon: In the past I've been skeptical of the sightings peopl e claim they 
see - something on the horizon about sunset - -

Larry: Those are honest mistakes though and I think maybe you're being a little 
hard on yourself . 

Mrs . Sheldon: Oh, no - I believe very much what I saw. 

Larry; There's no reason for you to be ashamed of it. 

Mrs. Sheldon: Well, your friends - anyway you tell it - they look at you a little 
strange and usually cock their head a little - -

Larry; I understand - -

Mrs. Sheldon : You understand that? 

Larry: I guess I'm just a personality who if he saw something would probably 
do the same thing you did, but I'm sure you've told some of your 
acquaintances and friends you knew who didn't laugh and some who 
maybe thought it was interesting. 

Mrs. Sheldon: I have told more people in the l ast year or so than I ever did 
because I no longer worry so much about what they are going to think. 
The older I've got, the less worried I am about that. 

Larry: 20 years ago - I'm not going to ask any questions, or rather, I'll 
ask questions as you go along instead of just A - B- C - - I'll just 
let you ramble on - and let you tell me when, where, why, what you 
were doing - that sort of thing, day, night, etc . 

Mrs. Sheldon: As I've said, with the passage of time some things that probably I 

60's . I drove and I know I had a brand new 1959 red MG, so it was 

I 
I 

I 

noticed at the time I've forgotten - major areas of it will always I 
stick in my mind. As far as when - I would say probably in the early 

within that time period - it had to be. I was coming home from work. . 
It was. very dark, so I'm thinking also it must have been in the winter, 
maybe 6:00 - 7:00 in the evening and I was on my way, before going I 
home I was going to stop at my girlfriend's house. As I came to I 
Shawnee and Ft. Amanda roads - the traffic light was there, of course, 
and it was red and I stopped - I was the first in line. I sat waiting I 
for the l ight to change. I just happened to glance up and over that -- ' 
the tree is still there rignt on the corner at the time the children's . 
home was still there too. It was going south so it was the southeast 
corner and that tall tree right on the corner - it's still there. I 
looked up and there was this huge object - to me, well it looked as 
if it were hovering just above that tree top - it was that close I 
thought, you know, that if I got out of the car I could reach up. 

Well, I opened the window of the car and I was looking at it while I 
was waiting for the light to change . I had half a notion there was a 
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car behond me and I wanted to get out of the car, go back to that car 
and say, "Do you see that", out I was afraid to - I said, "What if they 
don't see it". This really was in the back of my mind that if I said 
that and they would say, "no", then what was I going to do. So I 
just momentarily watched it and when the light changed I proceeded 
through the signal, and I proceeded very slowly, driving and looking 
out. What the shape of it was to this day I wouldn't know, but I would 
say more round than long. Size - I'm no good at judging - it looked 
large because there it was not much higher than that tree. 

The thing I remember the most was there was this opening right up 
into it. This entire opening looked like lights up in there which 
you could look up into this round opening right straight up into this 
thing and it just looked as if it was structural - steel or something 
up in there. I couldn't see anything up in there other than, you know 
such as platforms or something, but I was looking up into something 
that was structural steel built up there, and well lighted. Now this 
object did have some lights around the perimeter, but whether - I've 
often thought I can't remember whether they were red, green, blue or 
what. But I drove, and I was looking like this - and I could look 
straight up into it. I still kept driving slowly, like this, and I 
c:;:iid. "Do T see that or don't I?", and I got down to the Shawnee 

0..J£/.{-~ 411~ /,. __ r . ng l ot there and I pulled in and said, "I'm 
tJo "1>€. 1-PA/h, ; f~Jt! : .nd go back". I pulled in and as I started 
1 · J.0 ~ ff.Wj-~ ted it again and I don 't think I'd gone as far 

./'1J1,(,,e_ ~ ?' - l....J ; now - and the object took off and went in a 
nor~n~a~L~~ -J >n - just as rapidly - it was just - I looked 
at it and one moment it was there and I could see it's lights and 
it was over the northeast portion of town - Lafayette . 

Larry: 81 and I-75? 

Mrs. Sheldon: Yes - it hovered there momentarily at some distance - it was well 
beyond Lima because then I could just see the lights of it and it 
hovered there momentarily - northwesterly in just about the same 
length of time in that direction . After that I don't know what 
happened to it - I was still driving the car. 

Larry; It disappeared from sight ? 

Mrs. Sheldon; As far as I'm concerned it did and that was all I saw. Of course 
by that time I was kind of shaken up. I went on down Zinnnerly Road 
then - I was still going to my friend's house . I never told them 
about it. They would have - she would have thought I was crazy! 

Larry: The mother or the friend? 

Mrs. Sheldon; The girlfriend - her .111other might have thought I was crazy too. 

Larry; You said you rolled the window down -

Mrs . Sheldon: Slid the window - it was an MG. 

Larry: When you stuck your head out you had a clear shot looking at it 
because there was no glass? 

Mrs. Sheldon:· Right. 
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Larry: Hear anything? 

Mrs . Sheldon: No - this is what I've often thought - I don't recall ever hearing 
a sound. No noise whatsoever - and that is the part that bothers me 

Larry; Hold it - let me inform you that most people who see things like this 
don't hear anything. 

Mrs . Sheldon: There was no noise - it just hovered there, not much higher than 
the top of the tree - it was a pretty t all tree. 

Larry: Did you detect any heat coming from it, or did it leave any particular 
odor ? 

Mrs. Sheldon: Nothing that I noticed. 

Larry; Was it bright enough that it was out of the ordinary in that area? 
That's kind of a refinery area not to far off and there's that big 
flame - was it brighter than that? 

Mrs. Sheldon: That woul d have been way in the other direction - I was looking 
towards the children ' s home - or what would have been the children's 
home . Atthat time there were no other lights around there was just 
fields. It was bright enough it certainly caught my attention and 
it made me wonder why couldn't the people behind me see t his. 

Larry: Did the lady or gentleman behind you continue south like you did? 

Mrs. Sheldon; Yes - I thought the same thing - "Don't they see this?" - they 
had passed me as if they didn 't notice anything . 

Larry: I wonder if the structure of there car- maybe they couldn't see out 
as easily as you. When you craned your neck just a minute ago to 
demonstrate how you looked up at it as you were driving. You looked 
like you must have been almost under the thing as you were driving past . 

Mrs . Sheldon; That 's right - I ' d put my head out the window and I was alone in 
the MG and I just put my head out - if I'd been under the tree I'd 
have been looking up directly into it, but I was close enough - it 
was only maybe 25-30 feet across there. 

Larry ; Did you live in Lima then? 

Mrs . Cheldon; Near Cridersville . 

Larry: How long, in your opinion, well, let's compare it to that nice looking 
motor home you have out there - would tha t thing have been if, indeed 
the motor home was above the tree? 

Mrs. Sheldon: This is the thing I'm trying to remember too, and I' ve often wondered 
as I'm not good at judging sizes and the thing that got my attention 
the most was the round empty opening. 

Larry: Would it have been like a donut in some respects - was the hole as big 
and bright and awsome as that? 

Mrs. Sheldon: I don't recall - I would say it was round shaped rather than long 
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And not huge, huge - I don't recall its extending over the roadway. 
It doesn't register as being that way - it hovered over the tree 
top, extending over the tree, but I never recall it extending way 
out over the road - otherwise I have no idea. 

Well, the motor home is good sized - but if you put it over the 
tree - would the object you saw have been bigger than that to extend 
over the tree? 

Mrs. Sheldon: Oh, yes - the trailer is 29 feet and I'm thinking the hole or 
opening I would judge to be about half the size of the motor home -
the opening was the thing that drew my attention more than anything. 
There was this large round well lighted opening. The rest of it was 
rather dark - it had some lights around th~ perimeter - I don't recall 
the colors. 

Larry: So from that description we would say the opening in the center was 15 feet 
in diameter? 

Mrs. Sheldon; I would say 12 to 15 feet. 

Larry; Did the object have any color? I know it was dark. 

Mrs. Sheldon; Yes - I don't know. 

Larry: You said as you looked up at the well lighted hole it looked structural -
did you see rivets or girders - what made you say that? 

Mrs. Sheldon; It looked as if it was a building you might say under construction with 
a lot of steel work and it looked like the inside of a piece of 
machinery - not a place for controls, but a space to take something 
up or let down - the inside wasn't smooth. 

Larry; Broken up? 

Mrs. Sheldon; Yes. 

Larry; Do you suppose you were looking inside it? 

Mrs. Sheldon: This is what I had the feeling I was looking up in, straight up in 
this object. The hole seemed to be in the center of this whatever 
it was. 

Larry; Any pilots? 

Mrs. Sheldon; I saw no people. 

Larry; What does your husband think of this? 

;Mrs. Sheldon: Oh~ he listens to me - I don~t know what he really thinks - he 
believes I saw it, I guess, because I'm not prone to tell him tall 
tales. He kids me aoout it. 

Larry; What are husbands for? ~ight? 

Mrs. Sheldon: I'm not good at descriptions. I can't pull the words out or 
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describe. What bothers me was to see this and I can't really describe 
what I want to say. 

Larry: Basically it was rather shapless because of the dark? 

Mrs. Sheldon: I would say, other than my impression of it being circular. 

Larry: Do you recall the weather? 

Mrs. Sheldon; It was a clear night - clear and crisp is what I remember. 

Larry: Wind? 

Mrs. Sheldon; No . The next day I watched the papers - . did anyone else see anything 
flitting around the sky? Somet~mes they record it - but I didn't see 

Larry; 

anything else. 1 

The lady in my most recent report did the same thing . They looked in 
the paper and there were a lot of reports in her case, but this was 
a more residential area. This is a fantastic story and this thing 
you saw flew right over down-town Lima it sounds like, then right back 
out northwest. 

Mrs.Sheldon; WellJ it could have gone over Westinghouse - it seemed to go _in a 
straight line in tnat direction - and well beyond Lima, then back to 
the northwest, say towards Elida . 

Mrs. Sheldon; I can't remember if the Marathon Station was there at that time. It 
just wasn't built up much 20 years ago - the children's home was 
still there . 

Larry: Do you recall the statistics? Whether it was still occupied? 

Mr s. Sheldon; I know I was coming home from work, but don't know the exact time. 
Early evening, but dark. It had to be winter. 

Larry: How long have you lived here? 

Mrs. Sheldon; Seven years. 
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