Case 4. Red Bluff, California
August 13, 1960

Dr. James E. McDonald:

A rather detailed account of this sighting can be found in reference 3 (see pp. 61, 112, and 170). 1
have interviewed one of the two California Highway Patrolmen who were the principal witnesses
and have spoken with two other persons who were involved in the incident. CHP officers C.A.
Carson and S. Scott, driving east at 2300 hours on a back road south of Red Bluff; suddenly
sighted what they first took to be an aircraft about to crash just ahead of them. Pulling their patrol
car to a rapid stop and jumping out to be ready to render whatever assistance they could, they
were astonished to see the long metallic looking object abruptly reverse its initial steep descent,
climb back up to several hundred feet altitude, and then hover motionless. Next, it came silently
towards them until, as Officer Carson put it to me, "it was within easy pistol range". They had their
pistols ready and were debating whether to fire when it stopped. Attempts to radio back to the
nearest dispatcher failed due to strong radio interference, which recurred each time the object came
close to them during the remainder of this 2 hour long sighting.

Huge bright lights at either end of the object swept the area. Carson stated to me that one light
was about six feet in diameter; other smaller lights were also discernible on the object. After some
initial minutes of hovering only 100 to 200 feet away from them and at about the same distance
above the ground, the object started moving eastward away from them. They then contacted the
Tehama County Sheriff's office that handled their night dispatching work, and asked for additional
cars and for a check with Red Bluff Air Force Radar Station. Then they began to follow the
object. ,

The full account is too involved to relate here (see reference 3), but it is important to point out that
a number of witnesses confirmed the object from various viewing points in the county. A call to the
AF radar unit brought confirmation that they were tracking an unknown moving in the manner
reported by Carson and Scott.

However, when Carson and Scott went the following day to talk with personnel at the Red Bluff
radar base, they were informed that no such radar sighting had been made. Their request to the
officer in charge to speak with the radarman on duty at the time of the incident was denied. The
Bluebook explanation that came out after a few days attributed this very detailed, close range
sighting of a large object, seen by two experienced officers to "refraction of the planet Mars and
the two bright stars Aldebaran and Betelgeus".

NICAP referred the question to one of their astronomical advisors, who found that none of these
three celestial objects were even in the California skies at that time. Bluebook then changed the
explanation to read Mars and Capella. Capella, the only one of those celestial bodies that was
even in the sky at 2300, was nowhere near the location of the sighted object, and could not, of
course, give the impression of the various movements clearly described by the officers.

Carson subsequently stated, "No one will ever convince us that we were witnessing a refraction of
light." Carson remarked wryly to me on the Bluebook explanations, "I'd sure hate to take one of
my cases into court with such weak arguments." Dr. Menzel (reference 9, p. 254) concurs with the
Air Force explantions and speaks of this being a night of "fantastic multiple inversions of



.
o’

temperature and humidity", such that he would have expected many more reports of UFOs. 1
should like to know what radiosonde data Dr. Menzel is citing, since the data I obtained does not
fit that description.

Any such casual putting aside of the details of the basic report has no scientific justification in the
first place. If Menzel and Bluebook think California Highway Patrolmen draw their .44s in
uneasiness over looking at a refracted image of Capella, and misinterpret it as a 100 foot object
with huge bright lights, I am afraid I cannot share their readiness to so easily discredit and discount
reliable witnesses. When I spoke with Carson a few months ago, I found him still deeply impressed
by this incident six years after it occurred. "I've never seen anything like it before or since."

Dr. James E. McDonald
Source: Greatest Scientific Problem of Our Time? (April 22, 1967)

Red Bluff Incident
Red Bluff, California
August 13, 1960

Richard Hall:

California Highway Patrol Officers Charles A. Carson and Stanley Scott were patrolling at 11:50
p.m. when they saw what they took to be an airliner about to crash directly in front of them.
Instead, when it descended to about 100 or 200 feet altitude, the object "suddenly reversed
completely, at high speed, and gained approximately 500 feet ... (and) stopped ... It was
surrounded by a glow making the round or oblong object visible. At each end ... there were
definite red lights. As we watched the object moved again and performed feats that were actually
unbelievable.”

The local radar base confirmed a UFO at this time (but denied it next day). "We made several
attempts to ... get closer to it, but the object seemed to be aware of us and we were more
successful remaining motionless and allow it to approach us, which it did on several occasions."
Each time it did so, they experienced strong radio interference as the UFO emitted a red beam of
light that swept the area and illuminated the ground. "The object was capable of moving in any
direction. Up and down, back and forth ... it moved at high (extremely) speeds and several times
we watched it change directions or reverse itself while moving at unbelievable speeds."

The UFO moved easterly away from them and they attempted to follow. A second similar object
joined it, and both hovered for some time, occasionally emitting the red light beams, finally
disappearing over the eastern horizon. Other officers at the Tehama County Sheriff's office also
saw the UFO and witnessed its incredible maneuvers.

Sources: The UFO Evidence (NICAP 1964) page 61

Case Directory
NICAP Home
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1960

Btg Red Ob;ect

State Police Chase
A ’Flymg Saucer’

The Saga of the Flymg ;
Thing began about 11:45 |
0. m. Saturday when Patrol-
men Stanley Scott and

Charles A. Carson were cruis-
ing in their patrol car near |
Corning, south of Red Bluff.
" According to Scott: 7

The Thing seemed to be
about a mile and a half away
and was about 200 feet above
ihe valley. It seemed to have
& row of horizontal lights and
“something on the end of it
that made a red beam” ap-
peared to be sweepmg the
ground ;

" As they kept looking at it
wide-eyed, it shot noiselessly
‘up about 500 feet.

- . They sent out a radio alert
and then were plunged into
deep thought.

“We didn’t know what to
do,” Scott said. “So we put
our red flashing light on and
It swung Its red beam.” -

Then the Thing began to
sidle across the sky toward
the eastern hills. The patrol-
men leaped into their car and
gave chase along country
roads to keep It in sight. -

,They pursued : for: two
hours. Above the Sacramento
.river,-" the ~Thing-went - into-

“various maneuvers—
straight, up and down and
sideways.” ok

On It went Ieavmg the
. posse farther wand  farther
behind. - * *‘f"’

Three deputy sherlffs
hearing the radio alert, raced
into the hunt, They said they
“saw It, too. But they too were
: out-maneuvered s

- The Thmg 'vanished behind
the horizon of the eastern
foothills about 2 a. m.

All this tune _the ' patrol-
men’s radm -'was full of
crackles and. lackouts——pre-

“1 (-:oulcm’t sée a- defmlte
“outline of it,” Scott said. “In-
stead of an outline there was

a glow.”

| the front steps of the jail-
' house—and all five men tes-

~he saw a Second Thing ap-

. so sure about the partner.

‘Thing+in his scope. However,

Meanwhile in Red ‘Bluff,
the 'night jailer, Clarence
Fry, had picked up the radio
alert. About 1 a. m. he
marched four prisoners onto

tified to seeing the glowing,
mysterious object “about 25
miles to the south.” .

Patrolman Carson thought

proach Thing No. 1 over the
river, and steal off with it to
the east. Officer Scott wasn't

“I'm not sure that one
wasn’t a forest fire,” he said.
Major Malden LeRoy, com:
manding an Air Force radar
station in Red Bluff, report-
ed he had picked up no

he said his equipment would
not have caught an object
that close to ground.

-He said he had made an
official report on the report-
ed sighting to his superiors.
A top - secret, saucerlike

i

b L

Canada. . =

- CLARENCE. FRY
Jailer picked up alert

‘MAJ. MALDEN LeROY
‘Nothing on the radar’

aircraft called -the Avrocar

has been undgrgomg wind- | i

tunnel tests at’ Ames Aero-
nautical Laboratory” at” Mof-
fett Field, south of San
Francisco. It has been flown
successfully at. least once m

.. The Avroc_a_lf .never has
been flown in California, a
laboratory spokesman said

last mght Apyway, he added

STANLEY 'SCOTT
“It shot up 500 feet’
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A rather detailed account of this sighting can be found in reference 3 (see pp. 61, 112, and
170). I have interviewed one of the two California Highway Patrolmen who were the
principal witnesses and have spoken with two other persons who were involved in the
incident. CHP officers C.A. Carson and S. Scott, driving east at 2300 hours on a back road
south of Red Bluff, suddenly sighted what they first took to be an aircraft about to crash
just ahead of them. Pulling their patrol car to a rapid stop and jumping out to be ready to
render whatever assistance they could, they were astonished to see the long metallic
looking object abruptly reverse its initial steep descent, climb back up to several hundred
feet altitude, and then hover motionless. Next, it came silently towards them until, as
Officer Carson put it to me, "it was within easy pistol range". They had their pistols ready
and were debating whether to fire when it stopped. Attempts to radio back to the nearest
dispatcher failed due to strong radio interference, which recurred each time the object came
close to them during the remainder of this 2 hour long sighting.

Huge bright lights at either end of the object swept the area. Carson stated to me that one
light was about six feet in diameter; other smaller lights were also discernible on the
object. After some initial minutes of hovering only 100 to 200 feet away from them and at
about the same distance above the ground, the object started moving eastward away from
them. They then contacted the Tehama County Sheriff's office that handled their night
dispatching work, and asked for additional cars and for a check with Red Bluff Air Force
Radar Station. Then they began to follow the object.

The full account is too involved to relate here (see reference 3), but it is important to point
out that a number of witnesses confirmed the object from various viewing points in the
county. A call to the AF radar unit brought confirmation that they were tracking an
unknown moving in the manner reported by Carson and Scott.

However, when Carson and Scott went the following day to talk with personnel at the Red
Bluff radar base, they were informed that no such radar sighting had been made. Their
request to the officer in charge to speak with the radarman on duty at the time of the
incident was denied. The Bluebook explanation that came out after a few days attributed
this very detailed, close range sighting of a large object, seen by two experienced officers
to "refraction of the planet Mars and the two bright stars Aldebaran and Betelgeuse".

NICAP referred the question to one of their astronomical advisors, who found that none of
these three celestial objects were even in the California skies at that time. Bluebook then
changed the explanation to read Mars and Capella. Capella, the only one of those celestial
bodies that was even in the sky at 2300, was nowhere near the location of the sighted
object, and could not, of course, give the impression of the various movements clearly
described by the officers.

Carson subsequently stated, "No one will ever convince us that we were witnessing a

refraction of light." Carson remarked wryly to me on the Bluebook explanations, "I'd sure
hate to take one of my cases into court with such weak arguments." Dr. Menzel (reference
9, p- 254) concurs with the Air Force explanations and speaks of this being a night of
"fantastic multiple inversions of temperature and humidity", such that he would have
expected many more reports of UFOs. I should like to know what radiosonde data Dr.
Menzel is citing, since the data I obtained does not fit that description.




THE CABLE-CAR LINE.

Progress of the Work -- Eleven Trains and the Horse-Ca

Chicago News.

"We are now running cleven trains of cable cars between Madison and 21
patronized ; and still we haven't taken off a single horse-car. We have twe
drivers. We can't teach more than two or three men a week how to handle
service, and two extra ones in case of accident. The speed, at present, can
track, of course, but when we got rid of the horse-cars we expect to make
some rule about stopping-places. We shall probably stop only at crossings
grumbled at paying 5 cents for riding in the cable-car from Madison to 21
The cable which is to be laid from 21st to 39th strect , and the shorter one
avenue, and Lake street, are both on hand. The cable for the south end is

end is three or four thousand feet in length. The laying of both of them m:
21st to 39th street was completed last night. We do not think of putting an
invented yet that doesn't mangle people worse than the car itself. Experier
to fall down in front of the cars increases the number of casualties. Since 1
passengers on that line has been completely revolutionized. All the fashio
avenuc.

Go to top of page.

Chicago -- Third Fatality

From the Sacramento Daily Record-Union / Saturday, M

The Chicago City Railway was the subject of newspaper attention across
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Case 4. Red Bluff, California
August 13, 1960

Dr. James E. McDonald:

A rather detailed account of this sighting can be found in reference 3 (see pp. 61, 112, and 170). I
have interviewed one of the two California Highway Patrolmen who were the principal witnesses
and have spoken with two other persons who were involved in the incident. CHP officers C.A.
Carson and S. Scott, driving east at 2300 hours on a back road south of Red Bluff, suddenly
sighted what they first took to be an aircraft about to crash just ahead of them. Pulling their patrol
car to a rapid stop and jumping out to be ready to render whatever assistance they could, they
were astonished to see the long metallic looking object abruptly reverse its initial steep descent,
climb back up to several hundred feet altitude, and then hover motionless. Next, it came silently
towards them until, as Officer Carson put it to me, "it was within easy pistol range". They had their
pistols ready and were debating whether to fire when it stopped. Attempts to radio back to the
nearest dispatcher failed due to strong radio interference, which recurred each time the object came
close to them during the remainder of this 2 hour long sighting.

Huge bright lights at either end of the object swept the area. Carson stated to me that one light
was about six feet in diameter; other smaller lights were also discernible on the object. After some
initial minutes of hovering only 100 to 200 feet away from them and at about the same distance
above the ground, the object started moving eastward away from them. They then contacted the
Tehama County Sheriff's office that handled their night dispatching work, and asked for additional
cars and for a check with Red Bluff Air Force Radar Station. Then they began to follow the
object.

The full account is too involved to relate here (see reference 3), but it is important to point out that
a number of witnesses confirmed the object from various viewing points in the county. A call to the
AF radar unit brought confirmation that they were tracking an unknown moving in the manner
reported by Carson and Scott.

However, when Carson and Scott went the following day to talk with personnel at the Red Bluff
radar base, they were informed that no such radar sighting had been made. Their request to the
officer in charge to speak with the radarman on duty at the time of the incident was denied. The
Bluebook explanation that came out after a few days attributed this very detailed, close range
sighting of a large object, seen by two experienced officers to "refraction of the planet Mars and
the two bright stars Aldebaran and Betelgeus".

NICAP referred the question to one of their astronomical advisors, who found that none of these
three celestial objects were even in the California skies at that time. Bluebook then changed the
explanation to read Mars and Capella. Capella, the only one of those celestial bodies that was
even in the sky at 2300, was nowhere near the location of the sighted object, and could not, of
course, give the impression of the various movements clearly described by the officers.

Carson subsequently stated, "No one will ever convince us that we were witnessing a refraction of
light." Carson remarked wryly to me on the Bluebook explanations, "I'd sure hate to take one of
my cases into court with such weak arguments." Dr. Menzel (reference 9, p. 254) concurs with the
Air Force explantions and speaks of this being a night of "fantastic multiple inversions of



.

temperature and humidity", such that he would have expected many more reports of UFOs. 1
should like to know what radiosonde data Dr. Menzel is citing, since the data I obtained does not
fit that description.

Any such casual putting aside of the details of the basic report has no scientific justification in the
first place. If Menzel and Bluebook think California Highway Patrolmen draw their .44s in
uneasiness over looking at a refracted image of Capella, and misinterpret it as a 100 foot object
with huge bright lights, I am afraid I cannot share their readiness to so easily discredit and discount
reliable witnesses. When I spoke with Carson a few months ago, I found him still deeply impressed
by this incident six years after it occurred. "I've never seen anything like it before or since.”

Dr. James E. McDonald
Source: Greatest Scientific Problem of Qur Time? (April 22, 1967)

Red Bluff Incident
Red Bluff, California
August 13, 1960

Richard Hall:

California Highway Patrol Officers Charles A. Carson and Stanley Scott were patrolling at 11:50
p.m. when they saw what they took to be an airliner about to crash directly in front of them.
Instead, when it descended to about 100 or 200 feet altitude, the object "suddenly reversed
completely, at high speed, and gained approximately 500 feet ... (and) stopped ... It was
surrounded by a glow making the round or oblong object visible. At each end ... there were
definite red lights. As we watched the object moved again and performed feats that were actually
unbelievable."

The local radar base confirmed a UFO at this time (but denied it next day). "We made several
attemnpts to ... get closer to it, but the object seemed to be aware of us and we were more
successful remaining motionless and allow it to approach us, which it did on several occasions."
Each time it did so, they experienced strong radio interference as the UFO emitted a red beam of
light that swept the area and illuminated the ground. "The object was capable of moving in any
direction. Up and down, back and forth ... it moved at high (extremely) speeds and several times
we watched it change directions or reverse itself while moving at unbelievable speeds."

The UFO moved easterly away from them and they attempted to follow. A second similar object
joined it, and both hovered for some time, occasionally emitting the red light beams, finally
disappearing over the eastern horizon. Other officers at the Tehama County Sheriff's office also
saw the UFO and witnessed its incredible maneuvers.

Sources: The UFO Evidence (NICAP 1964) page 61

Case Directory
NICAP Home
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AUGUST 13, 1960; RED BLUFE,
CALIFORNIA

Features: Police witnesses, vehicle encounter, light beam, E-M
effects, extraordinary maneuvers, cat-and-mouse pursuit.

California Highway Patrol Officers Charles A. Carson and
Stanley Scott were patrolling at 11:50 p.m. when they saw
what they took to be an airliner about to crash directly in
front of them. Instead, when it descended to about 100 or
200 feet altitude, the object “suddenly reversed completely,
- at high speed, and gained approximately 500 feet ... (and)
stopped ... It was surrounded by a glow making the round
or oblong object visible. At each end ... there were definite
red lights. As we watched the object moved again and per-
formed feats that were actually unbelievable.”

The local radar base confirmed a UFO at this time (but
denied it next day). “We made several attempts to ... get
closer to it, but the object seemed to be aware of us and we
were more successful remaining motionless and allow it to
approach us, which it did on several occasions.” Each time it
did so, they experienced strong radio interference as the UFO
emitted a red beam of light that swept the area and illumi-
nated the ground. “The object was capable of moving in any
direction. Up and down, back and forth ... it moved at high
(extremely) speeds and several times we watched it change
directions or reverse itself while moving at unbelievable speeds.”

The UFO moved easterly away from them and they at-
tempted to follow. A second similar object joined it, and both
hovered for some time, occasionally emitting the red light
beams, finally disappearing over the eastern horizon. Other
officers at the Tehama County Sheriffs’ office also saw the
UFO and witnessed its incredible maneuvers.

Sources: The UFO Evidence (NICAP, 1964) p. 61; “UFOs:
Greatest Scientific Problem of Our Times?” by James E. Mc-
Donald, presentation to American Society of Newspaper Edi-
tors, Washington, D.C., Apr. 22, 1967; The Hynek UFO Report,
by J. Allen Hynek (N.Y.; Dell Books, 1977) pp. 92-94.
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Case 4. Red Bluff, Calif., August 13, 1960.

A rather detailed account of this sighting
can be found in Ref. 3 (see p. 61, 112, and 170.
I have interviewed one of the two California
Highway Patrolmen who were the principal wit-
nesses and have spoken with two other persons
in that area who were involved in the incident.
CHP officers C. A. Carson and S. Scott, driving
east at 2300 on a back road south of Red Bluff
suddenly sighted what they first took to be an
aircraft about to crash just ahead of them.
Pulling their patrol car to a rapid stop and
jumping out to be ready to render whatever
assistance they could, they were astonished to
see the long metallic-looking object abruptly
.reverse its initial steep descent, climb back
up to several hundred feet altitude and then
hover motionless. Next it came silently
towards them until, as Officer Carson put it to
me, "it was within easy pistol range." They
had their pistols ready and were debating
whether to fire when it stopped. Attempts to
radioc back to the nearest dispatcher failed
due to strong radio interference, an occur-
rence that recurred each time the object came
close to them during the remainder of this
2-hour-long sighting. Huge bright lights at
either end of the object swept the area.
Carson stated to me that one light was about
six feet in diameter; other smaller lights were
also discernible on the object. After some
initial minutes of hovering only 100 to 200
feet away from them and about that same dis-
tance above the ground, the object started mov-
ing eastward away from them. They then con-
tacted the Tehama County Sheriff's office that
handled their night-dispatching work, and asked
for additional cars and for a check with Red
Bluff Air Force Radar Station. Then they began
to follow the object. The full account is too
involved to relate here (see Ref. 3), but it is
important to point out that a number of wit-
nesses confirmed the object from various view-
ing points in the county, and a call to the AF
Radar unit brought confirmation that they were
tracking an unknown moving in the manner
reported by Carson and Scott.

wWhen, however, Carson and Scott went next
day to talk with personnel at the Red Bluff
radar base, they were informed that no such
radar sighting had been made. Their request to
the officer in charge to talk with the radarman
on duty at the time of the incident was denied.
The Bluebook explanation that came out after a
few days attributed this very detailed, close-
range sighting of a large object, seen by two
experienced officers, to "refraction of the
planet Mars and the two bright stars Aldebaran
and Betelgeux." NICAP referred the question to
one of their astronomical advisers, who found
that none of the three celestial objects were
even in the California skies at that time.
Bluebook then changed the explanation to read
Mars and Capella! Capella, the only one of
those celestial bodies that was even in the
California skies at 2300, was nowhere near the
location of the sighted object, and could not,
of course, give the impression of the various
maneuvers clearly described by the officers.
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Carson subsequently stated, "...no one
will ever convince us that we were witnessing
a refraction of light." And to me, he wryly
remarked on the Bluebook explanations that
"I'd sure hate to take one of my cases into
court with such weak arguments." Dr. Menzel
(Ref. 9, p. 254) concurs with the Air Force
explanations and speaks of this being a night
of "fantastic multiple inversions of tempera-
ture and humidity," such that he would have
expected many more reports of UFOs. I should
like to know what radiosonde data Dr. Menzel
is citing, since the data I obtained does not
fit that description. And any such casual
putting-aside of the details of the basic
report has no scientific justification in the
first place. If Menzel and Bluebook think
California Highway Patrolmen draw their .44's
in uneasiness over looking at a refracted
image of Capella, and misinterpret it as a
100-ft object with huge bright lights hover-
ing oyer the road nearby, I am afraid I cannot
share their readiness to so easily discredit
and discount reliable witnesses. When I spoke
with Carson a few months ago, I found him still
deeply impressed by this incident, over six
years after it occurred. "I've never seen any-
thing like it, before or since," he emphasized.

The northern California valley area was
the scene of a number of other very interesting
sightings in the period August 13-18, many of
which NICAP has documented and cited. In my
own checking of the Carson-Scott sighting, I
ran onto one additional interesting "hidden UFO
report" involving a sighting of a low-altitude
hovering disc with red lights, seen by a Red
Bluff physician during that same period, but
will omit details here.

PROBLEM OF OUR TIMES?

D Coay April 22,



lAlLf S

_Juaf? ‘
AFC IH-}E2x /5/ )/LM’/ 6o

Congressicnel Request for Summary of UFO Sight
(¥r Rotert Smart, House Armed Services Committee

SAFOI-3d (L/Col Tacker)

l. The summaries contained in this correspondence are of the UFO
sightings which occurred in the Red Bluff, California area between
12-20 August 1960. These summaries and the associatsd ATIC analysis
are forwarded per telephone requests by L/Col Tacker, SAFUI-3d and
L/Col J. Boland, SAFLL on 16 November 1960. Information concerning
these sightings was requested fram SAFLL by Mr Robert Smart, House
Armed Services Committee.

2. On 13 August 1960 at 2345 hours PST, two California highway patrol-
men, Stanley Scott and Charles A. Carson, observed an unidentified
flying object while patroling 18 miles south of Red Bluff, Califomia.
The two officers stated that the object swidenly appeared directly in
front of their patrol car and their first impression was that it was
an aircraft about to crash. The officers leaped from their car in
order to be in a better position to act after the expected crash.

When outside of their car both officers were immediately struck by

the absence of sound, but assumed the aircraft was without powsr.

4s tie object approached within 200-300 feet of the ground it suddenly
reversed itself, and at high speed gained approximately 500 feet of
altitude, where it came to a complete stop. 7The officers described
the object as surrournkied by a glow, and at each end of the round or
elliptical object there were red lights. At times there were approxi-
wately five white lights visible between the red lights. Officer
Scott's impression was that the object was sweeping the area with

red light beams and estimated that six or seven sweeps were made.

lie further stated that it appeared to take positive action to avold
his shining the red light of the patrol vehicle upon it. Both officers
described the motion &s abrupt, but generally toward the east and
reported that they followed in their vehicls. Ais they followed and
watched the object, it was approached by & sizilar object. Finally
both objects disappeared below the eastemn horison. Upon return to
the Tehama County Sheriff's Office, it wae determined that two deputies
and the night jailer had also experisnced seeing the object and their
irpreasions were the sane as the two patrolmen.

3. On 17 August 1960, at 1930 hours PST, Mr Robert Heard of Route #1,
isox #658, Red Bluff, California was driving up Belle Hill Road with
his wife and son toward what is com=only called Hog Back Road. M
Heard reported that he and hie family sighted a bright metal-like
object at approximately tree top level which was flying in a northerly
direction. NMr Heard steted that the object was approximstely three to



four miles away and the first impression was that it wvas a large
helicopter. When Mr Heard and his family reached the spot where they
thought the object to be, they sighted it approximately one-~half mile
away and approximately 100 feet below them. Ths cbject appeared to
immediately pick up speed, rising out of the canyon and passing over
the road in front of the family. It dropped from sight for a few
moments and was then seen traveling up a branch canyon. The object
was described as completely round and approximately 35 to 50 feet in
diamoter. When it rose from the canyon and passed over the road it
appeared to have @ light near the nose. The light had a reddish purple
hue. The object was reported to have a second light which was located
on the back. The second light appsared as a narros bluish band. IThe
object was estimated to have & speed of 25-30 milss por hour. -

Le On 17 August 1960 at approximately 2100 hours local, Lt Lynn H.
Roberts, Dept of Corrsctiocn, Mrs Laura E. Jonea, ForestLook-Out, and
Miss Lenora Siler sighted an unidentified flying object from the farestry
look-out at Inskip Mountain. The object was described as a dull red
light above the horizon. The object was reported to have faded and
reappeared several times in gradual cycles. The objsct was reparted

to bs generally stationary. At epproximately 2130 hours another object
was sighted which was similar to the first; howsver, it aopeared to be
moving from right to left at a constant elevation.

S. As gvidenced by Exhibits I and M of attachment #1 to this document,
there were many sightings of UFO's in the California area between 12-20
August 1960. These exhibits also confirm the fact that the circumstances
surrounding these sightings were generally the same.

6. This case was brought to the attention of ATIC on 16 August 1960 by
a telephone call from L/Col L. Tacker, SAFOI-3d. On this date a TWX
(Atch #2) was sent to McClelland AFB, California requesting a full and
detailed investigation in accordance with the provisions of AFR 200-2,
dated 1L September 1959.

7. On 16 August 1960, ATIC made telephcne contact with the 859th Radar
Squadron (SAGE) (ADC), Red Bluff Air Ststicn, Red Bluff, California.
The 859th is tied in with the Portland Air Dafense Eector, Adair Air
Force Base. Major LeRoy of the Radar Station reported that nothing

had appeared on their scopes which called for a scramble between

12-16 August 1960. Contact was again established with the 859th on

17 November 1960, and at this time Major LeRoy denied having informed
patrolmen Scott and Carson that an unidentified object was on the

scope of his unit on the night of the sighting. 7The Radar Unit at

Red Bluff ie & SAGE station. The equipment at Red Bluff is only
monitored at that station and is tied in to the Portland Air Defense
Sector, which has the identification and intercept responsibility.
Major lLeRoy informed the California Highway Patrol that his station had
no capability for identification, but that in view of the fact that no
scrazble had occurred, no wnidentifisd object was on the scope. :



The major stated that the officers were not convinced that his infor-
mation was all true.

8. For further support of the dsta collected during the investigation of
this case ATIC obtained fruz ths Alr Weather Service (MATS) at Asheville,
North Carolina the WuiN Forme 31 (Adiabatic Churts) for the Red Bluff,
California area covering the period 8-2L August 1960. The weather
stations at Red Bluff, Chico, and Redding, California are second oarder
statione. These second order stations cbserve on a limited schedule,
generally daylight hours, and do no complete adiabatic charts. The

most representative records gvallable for determing the vertical tom-
perature gradient for Red Bluff sre the Adisbatic Charts from Oakland,
California and Medford, Oregon. Red Bluff 4s located almost cmtly
half way betwsen thess two cities, 165 miles from Oalland and 155 xiles
from Hedford. Since the general weather fa Oakland, Red Bluff, and
Medford was the same, it is safe to assume that mtarpolation will give
a8 represeniative picture of the vertical temperature gradient at Red
Bluff. The Adimbatic Charts indicate that a strong temperature invere
sion was prevalent in the entire northern California area dwing the
period of the sightings.

9. The conclusion of ATIC is that the sightings which occurred in ths
Red Bluff area were dus to atmospheric refraction. It is an impossible
task toc determine what the exact light source was for each specific
incident, but the planet Mars was the most probable culprit in the
instance of the highwsy patrolmen. The planet at the time of the
sighting was just below the horison and probably hove into view due
to the refraction of its light by the atmosphere. A contributing
factor to the sightings could have been the layer of smoke which hung
over the area in a thin stratiform layar. Thies smoke came from the
forest fires in the area and hung in a layer dus to the stable condi-
tions associated with the inversio.

10. The usual occurrence in nature is for the temperature of the
atmosphere to decreass as altitude increases. This change in texpera-
ture with altitude i{s lknown as the "lapse rate." In some cams however,
instead of decreasing with altitude the temperature ectually inoreases
and the condition is termed an %inversion.®

11, In passing from one mediux to another of different densities or
different densities of the same mediur, waves of radiant energy are
refracted or bent from their origingl straight line courss, except
when entering at 90° to the surface separating the two media. The
bending is explained by the fact that the waves travel at different
speeds in media of different densities. 7This, in effect, means that
& person can in fact look around a comer, or & curve when there are
an infinite nurber of layers of slightly different densities next to
each other, as in the atmosphere. Due to ths fact that light of
different wave lengths (colors) bend at different angles, white light
is separated into color bands (spectrum) ranging usually from red to
violet. The longer wave lengths (red) being bent less than the short
(blue). This secondary effect of refraction 15 called dispersion.

3



12. In addition to the ususl resulis of atmospheric refraction, special
optical effects known as mirages may occur when there are strong tez-
perature contrasts in adjacent layers of air. Mirages fall into two
general categories termed "inferior” amnt "superior.” The most common
rirage is the inferior typs, occurring when the temperature profile is
following the normal pattern of decreasing with altitude. However, for
the condition to occour, & layer of extremsly warm air mmst exist near
the surface with relatively cooler and, therefore, dsnser air above it.
Convection would normally occcur under these conditions, but usually has
not begun dus to lack of turbulence and the slow tranafer of heat due

to conduction and rediation. These conditions cause the light which
reaches the eye to be less cwrved then normally, and in some extrems
conditions to actually be curved in ths opposite directian., The effect
of inferior mirages is to shorten the distance to ones apparent horizon
(see Atch §3). In this type of mirzge a distant object is sometires
seon inverted and below the real object. This is the tyoe of mirage
which is so familiar to persons on deserts. The water they see being
an inverted image of ths sky. An everyday expsrience with a mirage of
this type is the wet appearance of known to be dry highways. The wet
spot remaining some distance ahead of the car. These mireges are called
“inferior® becauge the image 18 below tie real object. When the oppo-
site tomperaturv conditions occur, & cold layer of air with wermer air
on top (inversion), the conditions procuce & superior mirage. Thess
mirages tend to increass the distance to owr horison and their effects
are much more startling than infericr mirages. Whsn these conxiitions
occur & person can &ctually see dbjects which normally would be below
his horizon. Sometimes the images will be highly magnified or extremsly
distorted. This mirage is called a superior mirage becauss the image
occurs above the actual object. In this explanstion reference bes besn
made to layers of air, but it should be understocd that the transition
from one layer to tho naxt is not abrupt. There is mixing and a gradual
change in thec refractive power of the air, and the effects seen in
mirages are dus to this contimuous variation.

13. A number of the witnessss mentioned that the object they obeerved
was moving at some approximate speed. The spseds most comronly men-
tioned were conterad around about 35 miles per hour. It should bLe
noted that thess witnesses were riding in cars and that this is pro-
bably the speed at which they were driving. It is a comzon character-
istic of mirages that the image remains a constant distance from the
obgserver in order that tho geometry associated with the phsnvmana
remains fairly consistent. Mirages of water holes seaen in the desert
are constantly out of reach. It is probable that the witnesses' esti-
mates of speed were reached by the fact that the object appsared to
keep pace with their cars.

1h. It is quitc probable that reports of all of the sightings which
ocourred in California during the period 12-2C August 1960 did not
reach ATIC, It 15, tharefors, impessible to wake an zocurate estimte
as to how meny sightings actually occurred and what percentage were



dus to the inversion. It is possible that soms were dwe to other
causes such as "hysteria® and the "get into the act® attitude of
some people. However, in view of all available evidence in this
case, it is concluded that the effects associsted with the inversion
wore responsible for the sightings which occurred in the Red Bluff,
California area betwsen 12-20 August 1960,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

PHILIP G, EVANS : 3 Atch:
Colonel, USAF 1. File of UFO Sightings
Deputy for Sciense and Components 2. Cy TdX, 16 Aug 60 to
McClellan AFB, Calif
3. Diagram of effects of mirages
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The official USAF explanation for the Red Bluff sighting was
a refraction of the ?1anet Mars and/or the stars Aldebaran and
Betelgeuse. At NICAP's request I checked the positions of the
planet and the two stars for the date, time, and place of the
observation. It was found that all three objects were below the
eastern horizon at the start of the sighting, that Mars did not
rise above the horizon untll about an hour after the sighting
began, that Aldebaran did not rise until 1 a.m., and Betelgeuse
not until 3 a.m., an hour after the sighting was over. Atmos-
pheric refraction can elevate celestial objects above the horizon
but by no more than 35 minutes of arc (a little more than the ap-
parent diameter of the sun or moon). Refraction can also cause a
star or planet near the horlzon to appear to shift or wobble
slightly. However, the Red Bluff obJect reportedly performed
violent maneuvers over a wide area of the eastern sky before
disappearing below the eastern horizon (a celestial object in
the east would have continued to rise higher in the sky and event-
ually set in the west). Purther, the object described by highway
patrolmen Scott and Carson bore no resemblance at all to a refract-
ed star or planet--a very large, oblong object shaped somewhat like
a football with a red light on each end and a row of white lights
visible at times between the red lights. According to the officers,
the obJect swept the sky and ground 6 or 7 times with a red beam
of light. In my opinion the explanation used by the Air Force is
completely without basis and ignores the fundamental facts of the
observation.

In corresponding with witnesses Scott and Carson, I asked
them 1f they accepted the official explanation. Carson replied:
"I have been told we saw northern lights, a weather balloon, and
now refractions. I served 4 years with the Air Force. I believe
I am familiar with the northern lights, also weather balloons.
Officer Scott served as a paratrooper during the Korean conflict.
Both of us are very aware of the tricks light can play on the eyes
during darkmess. We were aware of this at the time. Our observations
and estimations of speed, size, etc., came from aligning the object
wlth fixed obJects on the horizon. I agree we find it difficult to
believe what we were watching, but no one will ever convince us that
we were witnessing a refraction of light."

- - LWeallew 7. Ll

- Walter N. Webb



Red Bluff CHP office AC 916 527-2034
-3anta Cruz CHP office AC 408 475-3466

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85721

INSTITUTE OF ATMOSPHERIC PHYSICS October 29, 1966

Dear Dick:

This concerns some checking I've done on the August 13, 1960 sightings
near Red Bluff, Calif.

The Califonnia Highway Patrol (CHP) office at Red Bluff informed me
that Charles A, Carson has been transferred to the Santa Cruz area. The
CHP office there gave me his unlisted phone number (AC 408 688-L795) when
I identified myself. I reached him by phone at his home Enidd¥’evening,
Octs 27. Hishome address is 2660 Borregas Drive, Aptos, Calif. Carson
informed me that CHP Patrolman Stanley Scott, who was with him that night,
was killed in an aircraft accident, so I could not contact him. I spoke
with Carson for over an hour, and found him quite articulate and intelli-
gent, and careful in his description of the event. On the basis of the
phone discussions I would rate his reliability and credibility as high.

I quickly confirmed the main features of the sighting as Peported

in the Evidence. They sighted the object as they were heading east on

a road east of Corning. It was descending at a steep (445°) angle from

north to south (i.e., from their left to right). Fe estimates that it

was not over 1/} mile away when first noted. Their first impression was
~ that 1t was an aircraft in distress, so they jammed on the brakes and

leapt out to get a better view of what they thought was going to be a

disaster. The object was making no sound and they saw no exhaust, no

wings, but took it to be a power-off dive, viewed from the side. It

proceeded down 1ts glide path passdng over thelr road and continuing

a short distance south. When at a point whose altitude he recalls as

a few hundred feet above terrain, the object instantaneously reversed

its motion and climbed more or less back up the glide-path to a position

almost due east of them, but a bit south of the roadway. There it hovered

for about a minute, long enough for Patrolman Scott to dive for t he radio

and call the dispatcher to send other cars and alert all cars in t he area.

Next the object came west towards them, losing altitude from sbout
300-500 ft to perhaps 50-100 ft shove terrain, At closest approach it
was "within easy pistol range", perhaps 150 yds, he recalled.(They had
only .357 Magnums, but with armor-piercing bullets, and they debated
whether they should fire, deciding not to unless 1t came still closer,
which 1t did not.) They could see lights at each end of the football-
shaped .object, whose length he put over 100 ft but under 200 ft. It
looked metasllic and one of the lights was an intense and steady red light
which he estimated at about 6 ft in diameter. Its beam seemed to extend
out a distance in the air, and then to end in some curious manner that he
did not understand then or now. It seemed to go out a few hundred pards,
evidently being visible from dust in the air, though that's only an in-
ference on my part. It seemed to be fixed to the obﬂect and as the object
maneuvered and turned, it did too. The object went "thmugh any maneuver

/™ you might mention" during the more than a minute that 1t remained in
that general spot. They noted static on their radio during this time,
while they talked with the Tehama County Sheriff's offlce that does their
dispatching after 1700 in the evening. He indicated that they "were a
1ittle bit nervous asbout the thing", but did not request permission to
fire.
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Then it tegan to move away from then, towards the east, and since
the Tehama dispatcher (Deputy Clarence Fry) had indicated that he was
getting other cars they took courage and elected to follow it at judi-
clous distance. Its eastward motion was sometimes very slow, occasionally
o~ VETY fast, "so fast as to be unbelievable." Occasionally it drifted

back towards them "almost as if in water". They couldn't see the light
all the time, as it turned from time to time. This was in open, but
rolling country, and it tended to stay well to their south most of the
time, so that from time to time during their extended chase (whtch he
recalled only as "over an hour") the object would become temporarily
hidden behind isolated hills., They knew all the back roads and would
take side-roads from time to time to try to get near it. Once it did
not come our from behind a hill, so they stopped, climbed up on the hood
of their patrol car to look ower an embankment when all of 2 sudden t&
shot up to within only about 150 feet of t hem before darting esstward
once more, They resumed their pursuit of it and got as far east as
a place which sounded phonetically like "Romiano Ranch", a monastery he
sald. This was east of Highway 99E. To this point he estimates over
an hour had elapsed. He did not know just where the other cars were,
they never joined his car. I believe he indicated that he learned later
the others never got closer than Los Molinos, but they definitely saw
a red-glowing object to their south, he learned.

It was getting farther and farther ahead of them, so they broke off
the attempt at keeping up with 1t, pulled back to 99E and went south to
where thevy knew there was a forest fire control tower. The forester
was gone but the tower was open and they ran up to the top to observe
the remainder of the episode from there. The object was then only a
"light", but it gradually climbed up overa range of hills about 2 mil=s
east and continued eastward/ Before it finally disappeared, a second
= "light" came in from the south, approached the first "light" and then
the two moved on eastward and eventually disappeared, terminating the
observations. He estimated that the total time might have been about
2 hours to this point. Sald the radio log would show the correct time.

He confirmed that they had asked the dispatcher to check with the
Red Bluff radar base and confirmed that they sald they had the object
on thelr scopes, zoing through the reported motions to the east, etc.
Carson was at first somewhat reluctant to get into this aspect, saying
that he was not free to "involve the Air Force", but when Ir ead from.
the published account in the Evidence he opened up a good bit. He sald
that the Air Force never came to interrogate him (he was a bit cryptic
and definitely annoyed in saying this, but I believe I got the corrsct
pisture). Said you "might call it an interrogation" in that he and
Scott, the next AM asked for an appointment at the Red Bluff radar base,
drove there (9 miles W of Red Bluff). He said he stited to the command-
ing officer something like, "Well, we understand there was a bit of
commotion last night', towhich the officer replied "Not to my knowledge"
and immediately gave them what he termed "the ice-water approach", So
they asked to talk to the man who was on the radar the preceding night
and the commanding of ficer denigd them permission to see him. Carson
sald "I was getting a bit testy" at that poibt, but they left. Somewhere
along the line, evidently a few days later, he thought he had talked to
someone from the Air Force, but described 1t as a "tongue-in-cheek investi-
gation". He couldn't recall just how this interview came about and didn't
remember where it was done. He told me that a Dr. Clarence W, Winning,
7 of Red Bluff was at the Tehama Co., Sheriff's office that night and was
on one of the phone extensions and heard the radar base say tha t they
had a radar fix on the object, snd said a lot of other persons were on
other extensions listening in, as he heard it later; but knew of no others

by name.
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Carson sald that night was clsar, with no wind, a "beautiful night".
He was 1in the Air Force l yzars, though not as a ptlot. He ic now and
was then a private pilot and sc was Scott. He was familiar with all
the conventional planes in the area and i1s positive this was no plane,
nor a meteor, nor northern lights., He understands that the Air Force
later claimed they were looking at a star. "I know what I saw. It was
not a star, I saw what I saw. I've never seen anything like it before
or since." "W_ saw something that could defy the law of gravity". And
concerning the Air Force star-explanation he s§ated that "I'd hate to
try to take one of my cases into court with such weak arguments!'® As
you can see, his initial reluctance to "involve the Alr Force", which
came out when I first brought up the radar question, had evaporated as
he proceeded through his account and on to the USAF handling of the thing.
"When we walked into that radar station and got ice water, we lmew what
was coming", he said. But his CHP base stuck by them, and elected %o
release no names, just the story, which wasmarked Configdential in the
CHP files. Some reporter, who later (2 mcnths later) told him he'd been
awarded $50 for digging out their names snd using them in a news story,
knew they were the only two men on duty in that area that night, so it
came out In the local press by sbout two days later., Evidently handled
locally as a big story. This had one useful side-effect: A number of
persony who had seen the red-glowing object, some while driving on 99E,
wrote them letters confirming the sighting, etec. :

He said Dispatcher Fry was running from his radlo out to the front
of his building, from which he could see the red o ject, since it was
several hundred feet above ground and that's generally open country. He
mentioned that Fry brought several trusties outdoors "as witnesses'.
Carson said "we came in for 2 lot of kidding but fortunately there were
a lot of people who saw it. We could lay them end to end." H, mentioned
an interesting point: The following nights there were more Air Force planes
in the air over the County than he'd ever seen before. But he heard no
more from the Air Force. He heard from a deputy that an Air Force investi-
gator had interrogated a federal forester whose whole family had seen
a similar object, but he thought it was the next night, though not sure of
that, Didn't know this forester by name, only hearsay report. He also
mentioned that the "University of California seht up a team to check on
1it". ‘hey intervédwed him and Scott and were going over the area taking
samples of soil and fence-wire. (Magnetic eheck?). He can't recall any
names of these people. I wonder if it could have been Dr, Harder, an
Apro man?

Hoping to secure more definite confirmation on the radar sighting,
I phoned Dr. Clarence W, Winning of Red Bluff, on Friday evening, Oct. 28.
(AC 916 527-3326 is his office number, but they switched the call to
his home, which 1s shown as 530 Main S,. in the 1963 AMA Directory.)
This netted no firm check. Winning was vague on details, shough aswe
talked, his memory came back on some detalls, He was doing alcohol blood
tests there that PM, Recalls a lot of commotion during the sighting, and
remembered there was something about radar checks but was unable to say
for sure whether he was on afi extension phone. I don't know just what to
make of that. He did not seem evasive, yet he just couldn't recall. Did
he need a blood-test? I would have closed the conv:rsation on that except
he proceeded to mention that a few days later he, himself, s aw a red,
glowing object over ais home area,sbout 2300, when returning from a night
call, He awakened his wife and they both watched it 10-15 minutes.
He thought it was 5-700 ft up, definitely not a plsne or meteor. Moved
slowly, and could go up or down like a helicopter. Thought it couldn't

actually have been.a helicopter because would have heard the nolse and
seen the blades, but negative on both. Sald he recalled that many ohhers
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in that area saw objects that week (as per the Evidence). Has never
seen any since. Sald the object looked atout 30-40 feet enmgyer across,
and appeared to be circular, like a disc. Winning did not seem a parti-
cularly good cbserver, but that he had seen something unusual appeared
evident.

After several false tries, I eventually got Sheriff Lyle Williams,
Tehama County Sheriff for past 12 years, Office phone AC 916 £527-1551,
home phone 527-4182. Got him on the evetng of Oct, 29. He recalled
all the activity of that period, but could not recall accurabe d etails
pro and con the radar fix, and did not want to give me hearsay. Told
me Deputy Clarence Fry left the force three years back and is now a
logger in Hayfork, Calif, I tried to contact Fry in Hayfork, but the
operator there had no such listing and saild there's no logging camp
nearby, so that haspetered out, it seems. I_ all, we have no positive
double-check on the radar fix from anything Fhat I have turned up.

This winds up my check on that case, I guess. Carson makes an impressiv
wibtness and the case is a strong one even without more positive information
on the radar aspects. If you have anything more on this, I'd like to
know of 1t, and I'd appreclate it i1f you could send me copies of anyNicap
dope on this part of t he total Red Bluff episode. :

Now back to my long phone call to Carson for an independent matter.
Carson said that not too long after his incident a funny thing was
reported in local papers. A hunter in some hills over east of Red Bluff,

maybe near Westwood or Chester, was resting on a big boulder, got down
and started walking away, when the boulder blew up! ZKiocked him flat
but did not injure him. Investigators reportedly found a section of
metal that resembled a "fin", and this was carried in local papers and
in the Sacramento papers (Sacramento Bee, he figured). Carson follow d
these short pieces with interest, but there was never any summary, gust
little accounts that indicated the "fin" was sent back East for analy-
sis, Said USAF couldan't identify it. One story evidently surmised

that something like a missile had hit the boulder and exploded it.

"It blew up, quite to pleces", Carson stated. He tried to find out more
but never could learn any more of this, Asked me if I could run anything
down on this and wants to know if I should turn up anything.

So, my question on this one is whether you have anything on it that
we could pass on to Carson? Suppose Paul Cerny would have been following
this, Carson is pretty sure it wes 12 August or September, 1960, Sonnds
pretty wild, doesn't it. Said it was a blg boulder, and was all broken
up. If his account is correct, »ne can't understand why the hunter wasn't
killed, so he may have it garbled when he says the guy was only yards
away. Perhaps tens of yards, or more. But he was very definite that
this was in and out of the back pages for some time.

That's 1t on the Aug. 13 case. I'd like to get copies of anything
useful in the files, and I'11l be interested to hear if you know of the

Exploding Boulder case.

Regards,
v"'; JEMceDonald



SUMHARY OF SICHTINGS MEAR RED BLUFF, CALIF
LURING THz P2IOD 12-20 AUGUST 1960

.

Trere were many sightings of UFOs in the California area between 12-20 August,
1960, It is quite probable that regorts of ALL the sightings did not reach ATIC.
Comparison of those that were reported to ATIC confirms the fact that the circume
stances surrounding these sighting' were generally the same. In this summary we
will only detail three of the representative signtings reoor»ed

*0n 13 tAugust 1940 at 23L5 PST, two California highway patrolmen, Stanley Scott -
and Charles A. Carson; observed an unidentified flying object while patrolling
18 nmiles south of Red Bluff, California. The two officers stated that the object
. suddenly appeared directly in front of their.patrol car and their first impression

was that it was an aircraft about to crasn., The officers leaped from their car
in order to be in a better position to act after the expected crash. lhen out- .
side of their car, both officers were immediately struck by the absence of sound,
tui assumed that the aircraft was without power. As the object approached wzthxn
" 1 200-300 feet of the ground it suddenly reversed itself, and at a high speed
. gained approximately 500 feet of altitude, where it came to a complete stop. The’
: . 'officers described the object as surrounded by a glow, and at each end of the
" round or elliptical object there were red lights. At times there were approxi-
-mately five whnite lignts visible between the red lights., Officer Scotts impress-
; ion was that the object was sweeping the area with red light beams and estimated
™\ that six or seven sweeps were made, He further stated that it.appeared to take
, positive action to avoid his shining the red light of the patrol vehicle upon it.
; - - Both officers described the motion as ABRUPT, but generally toward the east. They
: . followed in their vehicle. As they followed and watched the object, it was appre
oczched oy a similar object. Finally, both objects disappeared below the eastern
v "horizon. Upon return to the Tehama County Sheriff's Office, it was determined
taat two deputies and the night jailer had also experienced seeing the object
*  and their impressions were the same as that of the two patrolmen.

On 17 August 1960, at 1930 PST, Mr. Robert Heard of Route #l, Box 658, Red Bluff
California, was driving up Belle Mill Rcad with his wife and son, toward what is
commonly called Hog Back Road. HKr. Heard reported that he and his family szgnted
a bright metal-like object at approximately tree-top level, which was flying in

*a northerly direction. He stated tnhat the object was apnroxlnately three to four
miles away and the first impression was that it was a large helicopter. VWhen
they reached the spot where they thoughi the object should be, they signhted it
epproximetely 3 mile away and apnroz;nauely 100 feet below them. The object

‘ : appeared to 1mmedlately pick up ,pc-d rising out of the canyon and passing over™
the ro2d and in front of the family. It cdropped from sight for a few momenis,
and was then seen traveling up a b“¢nch canyon. The object was described as
completely round and approximately 35 to 50 feet in diameter. When it rose from
the .canyon and passed over the rozd, it appeared.to have a light near the nose, .
The light had a reddish-purple hue. . The object was reported to have a second v

H light located on the back. The second light appeared as a narrow bluish’ band. .
The object was estimated to have a speed of 25-30 miles per hour.
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. Cn 17 August 1960 at: aynrox*n¢n9¢y 2150 Dbx, Lt. Lysn H. RObb~ta, Debt. of"—t ..
Corr»cvloﬂ, ¥rei-Laura Z. Jones, Forest look Ont anc ¥iss Lenora Siler '

T sighved an unidentified ;ly_na ooject {rom the ;ore;tr/ lOO(-Ouv at In,klp
ountain. The object wad deserided as a dqu ed ;1ékb above the horizen,

It was reported to have faded and re eappeared several times in' gradual cjcles. .
It was also reported. to-be generalj spationary AU approximately 213Q PS?
another object was sighted which a"eareu to be similar to the f*r"‘; nowaver’
it ap eared to be rovzn" fro “ignb to lelt at a cons»an» elevatlon. AR

[ ’

Ca. 16 Aubuot l96u A.;u made te Houc contact' with the O59uh Radar ucuadron

(S4GE) (ADC), Red Bluff iir Staleﬂ, Red Bluff, California. Xaj. LcPoy of the
:,Raca“ tation rerorted that nothing had appeared on thair. < scopes which called e
for a scramble between ‘12-16 August 1960. Maj. LeRoy was-again contacted on™
L7 August 1960, and at this time Maj. LeRoy denied having informed patrolmen )
Scott and Carson that an unidentificd object was on the scope of his'unit the .. |
nigat off the sighting. Maj. LeRoy informed the California Highway Patrol that
his station had no capability for 1aentlzlcaolon, but in view of the fact tnat
no-scramble had eccured, no unidentified object was on the scope., The major

snateu that the officers were not convinced tnat nis information was truthfnl.

Te furtne” support the data collected during the nvesulgavlon of this case, :: .-
KTIC obtained from the Air Weather Service at Asheville, North Carolina, the .

WEAN Forms 31 (Adiabatic Charts) for the ed 3luff, California area, covering .
the period 5-2L August 1960. - The weather stations at Hed Bluff, Chico, and . |
.. Redding, California are second orcer stations. .Such stations observe ona . ..

“limited schedule, generally during daylight hours, and make no complete Adia= |

" batic Charts.. The most representative records avallable for determining.the . :'..
vertical temperature gradic b for Hed Bluf; ere the Adiabatic Charts from - ' .. -
Oakland, California and M {edford, Oregon. Red Bluff is located 165 miles from ..

Oakland anc 155 miles Irom Medforc. Since the general weather over the entire ...
Medford, Red Bluff, Oakland area was the same, it is safe to assume that inter- .-
polation will give a representative picture of the vertical temperature gradient .
at Red Bluff., The charts indicate that a strong temperature. inversion. vas pre; .
- valent in the entire northern California area during the. pc iod of the signtzngs.

.

. This leads to the conclusion that the sightings winich. ocuurred in the Red Bluff
arez-were due to ATMOSPHERIC urRACTION. It is 1mp0551ble to determine the
exact light source for each speciflic incicent, 'but the planet lMars was the most.

prcobable culprit in the instance of the nighway patrolmen. The planet, at' the ..

“{ime of the ‘sighting was just below the horizon and probably hove into view dua

to the refraction of its light by the atmosphere. A contributing factor to uhe

sightings could have been the layer ol smoke wnhich hung over the area in a thin -
stratézo*m layer. This smoke came Irom the forest fires in the area and hung in

1ajur due to vhe snable conaxulons‘assoclatca with the inversion. . ey

ety

"‘v .

The usual oc urrence in nature is for the temperature of the atmospnere to de~ .

.. crease as the altitude increases. This change in temperature with altitude is .
known as the "lapse rate?. Occass ionally instead of decreaszng with altituds, -,

the temperature actually 1ncreases and the condltaon is tenmed an "1nvers*on" '

)
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In .passing frem one medium to another of differeut densities or when passing
/P through different densities of the same medium, waves of raczant energy are
. rel ractcd or bent from their original straight line courss, except when enter-
. . ing at 90° to the .surface separating the two media. The bcnding is cxplained
by the fact that ‘the waves travel at different speceds in media of different .
densities. This, in effect, means thal a person can in fact look around a
corner, or a curve when there are an infinite number of layers of slightly different
- densities next to each other, as in the atmosphere. Due to the fact that light
of different wave lengths (colors) bend at different angles, white light is
_separated into color bands (spectrum) ranging usually from red to violet. The
"longer wave lengths (red) being bent less than the short(blue) This secondary
effect of refraction is called "dispersion",
In addlulon to the usual results of aumospheric “efractlon, special’ optlcal
‘effects known as mirages may occur when there are strong temperature contrasts
o 1n adjacent layers of air. Mirages fall into two gene*al categories termed’
: "~ ¥inferior" and “superior®. The most common mirage is the "inferior® n/pe
‘occurring wnen the temperature prafile is following the normal pattern of .
' .. decreasing with altitude. However, for the "inferior mirage" to occur, a .
: - layer of exiremely warm air must exlst near the surface with relatively cooler
and therefor denser- air above it. Convection would normally occur under these

: conditions, but usually has not bepun due to lack of turbulence and the slow
,-transfer of heat by conduction and/or radiation. These conditions causes the
lignt wh*ch reaches the eye to be less curved than normally, and in some extreme
conditions to actually be curved in the opposite direction. The effect of infe=
-rilor mirages is to shorten the distance to ones apvarent horizon. In this type
i ~of mirage a distant object is sometimes seen inveited and below the real object,’
- This is the type of mirage that is so familiar to people on deserts, The water
i they see baing an inverted image of the sky. An every day experience with a
. ‘mirage of this type is the wet apnea*ance of know to be dry highways. The wet
' " spov remaining some distance ahead of the car. These mirages are called "infer-
~lor" because the image is below the real object. VWhen the opposite temperature
. conditions ocecur, a cold layer of air with warmer air on top (inversion), they
produce a "superior" mirage. These mirages tend to increase the dlsuances to
our horizons and their effects are much more startling than that of inferior
"mirages. When these conditions occur, a person can actually see objects wnicn | .
normally would be below his horizon, Sometimes the images will be hignhly mag- "
nified or extremely distorteé. This mirage is called a Superior Mirage because
: the imzge occurs above the actual object. It should be understood that the trans-.
; ition from one layer of air to another is not abrupt, there is mixing:and a-
: gradual change in the refractive power of the air. The unusual effects observed
i in mirages are dve to this continunus variation. '

The most commonly reported speed of the object observed centers around 35 MPH,

It should be noted these witnesses were riding in cars and this is probably the
speed at which they were driving. A common charcteristic of mirages is that the
image remains a constant distance from the observer. It follows that the geo-
metry associated with the phenomenon remains fairly consistent. Mirages of

water holes seen in the desert are constantly out of reach. It is possible

f that the estimates of speed reported-were reached by tne fact the object appeared
) to keep pace with their cars. ‘It is impossible to make an accurate estimate of
/™ how many sightings actually occurred and what percentage were due to the inversion.
.It is possible that some were due vo other causes such as 'hysteria" and the "get
in the act" attitude of some people. In view of available evidence in this case,
it is concluded that the effects assoclated with the inversion were responsxbla

" for the sightings at Red Bluff, 12-20 Augus~ 1940,
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N UFO SIGHTING RED BLUFF, CALIFORNIA
LZ~20 August 1960

Radio KBLF intevview of officers Scott and Carson of highway
patrol, Red Bluff, Office.

Saturday night, approximately 11:50, almost midnight. -
Where did you first spot the unidentified flying object?....

East of Corning (?), about 4 miles East of Coraning to be exact. -

You were on the Hoag (?) road where the people know the area
around here, right? Now, what you spotted, we have had a lot of
talk and poeople have called it different things and everything
else; so, tho best way possible, Mr. Scott, if you could more or
loss identify what it looked like from where you were this time

—of the evoning,

At first we thought 4t wvas an airliner coming down and after
leocking closer at it and getting out of the car, we realized that
it was not a conventional type aircraft, It was surrounded by a
bright white glow, a glow of light, It was shaped similar to a
fcotball, A row of white lights ran horizontal to the object across
the center of it, and on each end there was a red light which would
sweep the countryside as the object turned. It pointed the_red
light in the direction... {

How far were you from this when you sighted it thoe first time?

It is hard to say, not knowing the size of the object., It is
possible that we were as close as a half milie or .anywhere up to a
mile and a half to two miles at the closes¥,

Something I asked /I-.. this afternoon, I'1ll ask him again;
but right now, I would Tike to ask you., The very first moment you
saw the unidentified flying object--what was your first feeling?

At first I didn't have any feeling until the object had per-
formed a few maneuvers and then appeared to be coming straight
toward the patrol car, At that time, I did get scared and the hair
on the back of my neck stood up and I was quite shocked.

Was there ever a feeling of fear in any way, form, or was it
mostly curiosity or shock, like you say?

Well, I did feel fear just one time there when it first started
toward us, and after that, it was more curiesity. We were then
trying to find out what it was, .

Well, Al , to your own idea now, Mr. Scott more or less
explained what it looked like--once again it looked like it had
either a row of lights>or a row of windows\on the side of the object,
is this right? TR g gl

Yes, it appeared to be windows. The//indows we:q)only visible
when the object would turn at a certain angle to us. 1t appeared to

 have to manipulate the machine in order to get this beam to sweep -

. -
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in the sense that the beam wasn't movable in itself, that the
entire object had to move to move the beanm light--this fixed light.,
- This fixed light, was this one the nose and one, more or less,
the rear of the ship?
We only saw one beam in operation at a time but both red lights
on the front and rear or sides, how ever the case may be, were
always visible, ,

Would you say it was round?

The light or the object?

No, the object itself,

The object was round.

In other words, if someone would say a flying saucer--that is
what it looked like?

Yes, that's right,

And it was supposedly hovering over the ground at a certain
altitude for a certain length of time right in that area?

That's correct, quite considerable lengths of time it hovered
over the ground and appeared motionless.

Well, you know a lot of people have been talking about weather
balloons and illusions and so forth; and right now I would like to
point out that we have with us two members of the Califorania highway
patrol and they in no way are seeing any illusions, the big thing
we want to point out, And, in checking with the weather bureaus
in .- et on the San Francisco Bay area--there were two
balloons Iot out With red and white lights but these balloons were

™\ never in the area where the officers were. And so, if anyone has

the idea that this is an illusion, no, it 13 not!

And something else, too, »1I would like to bring out and
that is the fact that you or Mr, Scott put the red light on the object.
That was officer Scott, he propped (?) the red light on the ob-

Ject. s

What happened then? :

Well, then the object moved away from us, and we followed it
in the patrol car at which time we lost sight of it. We stopped
after several miles and got out of the patrol car and, as I recall,

we climbed on the hood of the car to look over a knoll, There it
was, looking right back at us, .

Good feeling, right! . .
It was hovering about a mile away. At this time it appeared
to be about a mile away.

Well, was saying earlier that at one time it was behind
the hill ana all at once it seemed to Jump over the hill.,

That was the time,
It appeared a lot closer_ that what it was.“

How big would you say 'the object was?

As large or larger than an airliner,

Couls you say in feet approximately?
7~ About 150 to 200 feet. . ,

o
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. How close would you say that -you ever got to the flying object?

Well, like we saild, not knowing the exact size of the object
and just judging from the lights, we couldn't get too much of an
extremely accurate--it would be a guess, but we figure anywhere from
a half mile to a mile and a half,

o

Well, let's see, in your own thoughts, naturally in your own
opinion, do you have any idea what it might be? What is your own
opinion?

Not in the slightest. I wouldn't even care to form an opinion.
I would like to know what it is.

o Still amazed!?

This was Saturday night. 1 heard reports too, that it was
also sighted last night by residents in the area and it seems to
be coming back to the same spot. Do you think there might be a
possible chance that it would return to this same spot tonight or
some time in the future? '

Well, cmld be,

Could be, right!

Well, after all this night's work, Mr, Scott, what was your
feeling after you returned home and hearq of course, on newscasts
and read in newspapers and magazines about people who spotted such
objects and people saying sous weird things about them? How did
you feel yourself, especially after you reported this to the high-
way patrol office?

Well, I could hardly believe what I had seen out there and I

™\ was thnnkful for the fact that there were other officers from
different agencies that had seen the object, plus residents of
the area and people traveling through because myself--I don't think
if I had seen it and no one else had seen it3-I would have been
pretty confused.

(The object was seen by:) You and . and three deputies
and a couple of prisoners from the jail and eome city police plus
some residents from the area, It would really be quite a thing to
come across something like this, Were you in the area on a regular
routine patrol? . v
’ We were on routine patrol, Ve were the only car in the county
that night and we were covering the entire county.

Aftor you had come across this thing, you reported it to the
————-—‘highway patrol office?. .
No, we reported it to the dispatcher at the sheriff's office,
We don't have a dispatcher here at Red Bluff,
They in turn sent down three deputies, was that the idea?’
Yes, that is what they did.

. You say then it was more of a saucer shape than a cigar shape?
The way you described it this afternoon, it could be either ome.
It could have been either one. -Not being direcily under it
and not getting the full view of the under side of the thing or
~ never having the machine turn cross ways in front of us it 1is
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(would be) difficult to say even in the daytime--you could not
}_\ determine whether it was round or oblong,

Well, do you say this, that maybe perhaps it knew of your
presence there especially with this red light on?

I firmly belleve it was aware of the presence of the light
because the object moved away immediately. As officer Scott
brought the red light on, it moved directly away from us.

Well, then it did move away. Did it move away slowly or
did it do this all at once, with speed?

It moved away fairly fast, It moved so swiftly that we lost
sight of it, That is when we lost it the first time, . .
, I see, like it did notice the red light and it was leavhg the
nrea.- Then did it return after you put the red light ... ﬁi

It cane Lack towards us on one other occasion. S

, Let's put it this way, how do you feel about the
whole situation right now?

I am like officer Scott, I still find it rather difficult
to believe even after watching., It was amazing to sit out there
for two hours and fifteen minutes watching this thing, and it is
even more difficult to tell someone else what gou saw, It is
quite an experience. That is all you could say about it,

So, if someone would say to you that they felt you saw a
balloon or am optical illusion, what would you say?

I would say that I wish that person had been sitting where

™ I was and I had been sitting home,

Is that your same feeling, Mr, Scott?

That's right, it was definitely not a balloon or optical illu-
sion., We saw something out there.

It was a UFO, an unidentified flying object. I can see what
you mean, ‘

Woell, there it is. In other words, we have an unidentified
£lying object, maybe never again, then again we might,

This is in the area on highway 99 E and as a gness
it was approximately 200 feet (sq ft ?) in diameter, and had weird
lights and so forth, and hovering over the ground down there, and
shifting from back and forth and, once again, it was not an optical
illusion: it was there,

Vell, , would you like to say anything to sort of wrap
this up., I know you have been busy all day long and both Mr. Scott
and Mr., Carson have been with the wire service and the television
211 day and now I have them cornered, too, trying to get more out
of them; but after this experience tied up with press and every-
thing else, what do you think of it now?

Oh, even with the press it was quite an experience.. X think
most of the reporters and people we talked to were quitefimpreésed
due to the number of creditable people that saw the thing. I go

= along with Scott 100 per cent: I am sure glad 'l wasn't there by
myself, If X had been, I would have gone home and thought 1t over
by myself before reporting it. .




-5~

Isn't it true that someone in the area at the time traveling
through called in somewhere and reported, more or less, confirming
/™ your reports of the same object?
Yes, two people from San Francisco called today to report
that they had seen the object in the area at that time as they were
passing through on highway 99 E,

How many people would you say saw the object that you know of
that night? .

I have no idea. There was, I believe, at least 8 of us at
that time that we knew of right then that was watching the object.
However, I do know that some people have called the highway patrol
reporting that they also saw the object, Of course, this happened
today after the story broke, '

I was talking to some of the residents of the area
and they said too that they also spotted the object, (marrator)

Well, gentlemen, since time is running out I would like to take
the opportunity to say thanks after a busy day with press and with
the office work and so forth., I would like to thank you a lot for
taking the time and coming out here. To me this is a fantastic
story. I think it is just fabulous and like you said, I am glad
you weren't alone because if I were in the position I would feel the

very same way. So, thank you so very much,

We have officer Scott and officer Carson here.
Highway Patrol, Red Bluff Office,

‘e




“"'FLYING FOOTBALL'

5 -At least eight other persons
also reported the object, de- -
‘seribed as ¥ the size.of an "
airliner. . The _reported that °
sometime‘s 1t ust hung,silent-z
ly in the air only 200 feet oﬁ

ground_ -
*The . strange story

about 11:45 P’ Saturgg?r

when patrolmen Stanley Scott

and Charles A. Carson were

cruising dn their patrol car

some 18 miles south” of here.

‘LIGHTS

Mr Scottr ported last night-
he first 'saw the thing about-
1% miles away at an -altitude
;of 200 feet: It seemed-to have
.a row of horizontal lights and
“something on. .the end that -
made .4 red-beam” and_ap-
vpeared ' to- be sweeping the
ground oo

As he kept looking, it sud-
denly -shot’ noisel
rabout ~50Q f.eet.
_ iThe trolxhe
iradio
lﬂashm g red light’ on. Tha ob-

X
"
¥

ject swung its red beam and

Poilce (Imse UFO

“REDBLUFF, Calif,, Aug. 16 (UPI)—Tvo Cdlifor-
‘ma. highway-patrolmen have reported sxghtmg—-and‘ o

fga'_e_off a red glow.

essly, up. TA

W /éfé (/

: which

then began to shde across the; '
sky,' they reported. They pur:

- sued the object for’ about tWO
‘hours, - - .

MANEUVERS

"At one time, it went into T
various maneuvers—straig
up and down,.and sideways,”
But it soon left its pursuerS'
behind.- .
Three deputy shexﬂts hear-
ing the radio alert, entered :
the hunt. They reported they
saw the object, too, but were _
also out-maneuvered as .it
disappeared over the eastern
horizon around 2 a. m..

All this time, the patrol-’ o
men’s radio was full of static, .

fresumably caused by the ﬂy
ng object. - . _
Meanwhxle, in Bluﬂ o

the night jailer, C]arence Fry -
picked up the cradio.. alert. o
bout 1 a. m. he m g

b‘

. four prisoners onto t
Steps of the je

‘sent qut a five men_ testiiied to, seeingﬁ o
and thén:put-their “the SQbe

ject g:ibout 25 miley,f
south "o :

ht -
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RED BLUFF, CALI‘:OQNIA — TELEPHONE LA 7.2i5!

Eight Qﬂicers

—— Rep@ﬂ' Seeing

WORLD-TELEGRAM AND SUN -

L

{Cops Spot
|Mysterious
|Flying Object

United Press Internctional,

RED BLUFF, Calif., Aug.
16.—Two California highway
patrolman have reported sight-
ing—and racing—a mysterious
flying football-shaped thing
which gave off a red glow.

At least eight other persons
also reported spotting the ob-
ject, described as being the
size of an airliner.

The incident happened Sat-
urday night when Patrolmen
Stanley Scott and Charles A.
Carons were cruising 18 miles
south of here. Patrolman Scott
|last night said he first saw
‘[the thing about a mile and a
-|half away at an altitude of
200 feet. It seemed to have a
row of horizontal lights and
“something on the end that
made a red beam” and ap-
peared to be sweeping the
ground.

As they looked at it in dis-
belief, it shot noiselessly up
about 300 feet.

They sent out a radio alert.
The object swung its red beam
and began to slide across the
sky. They pursued it for two
hours,

Three deputy sheriffs, hear-
‘ling the radio alert, saw the
‘| object too.

In Red Bluff the night jailer
.|Clarence Fry, heard the radio
-lalert and marched four pris-
oners outside. All five men
testified to seeing the glowing
1mysterious object.

NEW JERSEY

Fﬁym@ Saucers

A huge object: reportedly to be at Ieast as large as
an airliner ermitting an-extremely red beam described
as being 10 feet or:more across flying at low levels

®east of Corning and in the
Vina plains area, was spotted
by two highway patrolmen,
three sheriff's deputies and
three city policemen and other
citizens Saturday night, short-
ly before midnight.

The object was first spotted
by the Highway Patrolmen
when they were on Hoag road
east of Corning. The two men
said at first they saw what
appeared to be a huge air-
liner dropping from the sky as
if it were going to crash.

“We stopped and leaped
from the patrol car in order to

‘|get a position at what we

were sure was going to be a
crash,” 'stated the men.
When leaping from thé auto,
the patrolmen’ noticed com-
plete silence..but said they
still assumed it to-be -an air-
‘craft with its engines off.

“The ol;:o]ect was ' probably
[within 100 to 200 ‘feet of the
ground when it suddenly re-
versed completely at a high
speed and- gained approxi-
mately' 500 feet. in altitude,”
their report stated.

The patrolmen said at that
time the object stopped and
was completely visible to both

.|of them. It was not any typ=

of aircraft known to them. It

.|was reported as being sur-

rounded by a glow causing it
to appear as an oblong object.
There were red lights at each
end and sides, and at times
white lights could also be seen
petween the red one, accord-
ing to the report.

The patrolmen said they

various aerial feats. At this

 light toward it and it imme-

watched the object perform|

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) |

CALLF,

time they called the sheriff's
office which called the local
radar base reporting the hap-
penings. :
According to the patrolmen
at that time thel officials at
the base said they were track-
ing an unidentified object but!
did not say if the.two were
the same. No information was
available from the base today.
As the patro]men continued
to watch the object on two oc-
casions it came directly at tha
patrol“car each time sweeping

! the.area with a huge red

light. One of the pafrolmcn

. described the light as being

violently red and 10 feet 7r!
more across. From their posi- |
tion the men could not tell if
the light ever struek the sur-
face.

As the ob]ect came ‘within
about a mile of the officers!
they turned their car’s red

diately went away from thern.

The officers said the strange
machine used its red light to
sweep the area suc or seven
times.

According to the report, th2
object then started: slowly
moving easterly and the pa-
trolmen followed it until
reaching the Vina plains fire
station at which time-they
reportedly saw a similar ob-
ject approaching the first
from the south.

The second object moved
close to the first at which time |
both stopped, the men said.

After watching for two and
‘a malf hours, a sight, the pa-
trolmen themselves found
hard to believe, they returned
to the local sheriff's office.

At that time the patrolmen
said three sheriff's deputies
stated they had seen the ob-
ject from a distance and de-

scribed it exactly as the CHP |

pair had seen it. |

Also near the same time;
Saturday nizht three city po-
licemen saw what they de-
scribed as a slowly moving ob-
ject appearing-to have red
and white lights coming froin
it,-at a low altitude.

The possibility of the ob-

ject being the satellite recent-
ly shot into orbit was dis-]
counted by the patrolmen who
stated they had seen the or-
biting satellite cross the sky
earlier.
« The patrolmen also stated
they experienced radio inter-
ference every time the object
came close to their patrol ve-
hicle.




Red Bluff CHP offlce AC 916 S27-201
- Santa Cruz CHP office AC 408 L75-23166

R.E, Hall
NiGAD 9—'({%

Dear Dick:

October 29,

. Thnis concerns some checking T've done on the August 13, 1960 sightings
near Red Bluff, Calif.

The Cslifonnia Highway Patrol (NET) office at Red Bluff informed me
that Charles A, Carson has been transferred to the Santa.Cryz area.‘wTho
CHP or ice trnere gave me his unlisted phone number (AC LOB 688- hg )¥when
I identififed myself. I resched him by phore at his home “. ening,
Oct. 27. Hyshome adiress is 2660 Borregas—Drive, Aptos, —CE1Lf- LbCarson _1
{informed me that CHP Patrolman Stanley “cott, who was wlth him thet night,
ttas killed in an eircraft accident, so I could not contact him, I spoke ..
wlith Carson for over an hour, and found him gquite artioulate and intelli-
gent, and careful 1n his description of the event., On the basis of the
phone discussions I wonld rate his reliasbility and credibility as high,

I qutckly coafirmed the main features of the sighting as feported
In the Zvidence., They =slghted the ohject as they were heading east on
a road east of Corning. 1t was ﬁeocfnding at a steep (/j5°) angle from
north to south (i.e., from their left to right). He estimates that it
was not over 1/l mile away when first noted.;<Their first impressicn was
that it wee an aircraft in distress, so they Jammed on the brakes and
lzapt cuat to get a hetter view of what they thought wes golng to be a
disaster. The objJect was making no sound end they saw no exhaust, no
wings, but teok 1t to be a power-off dive, viewed from the =side. It

. proceeled down 1ts gllde path pessénz over thelr road and continulng

a short dlstance acuth., When at a point whose altitude he recells as

a few hundred feet above terraln, the object instantaneously reversed

its motion and climbed more or less back up the glide-nath to a poasltion
almost due esst of them, but a blt south of the roadway. There it hovered
for about s minute, long enough for Patrolman Zcott to dive for t he radlo
and call the disunatcher to send other cars ani alert all cars 1n t he area.

Next the object name west towardes them, losing altitude from about
300~ 500 ft to ;erhaps 50-100 ft ebcve terrain., _At closest spproach 1t
was "within en 'y pistol range", perhapg 150 vyds, he recalled.(lhey had
. 357 Mapnuma, but with armor-plercing bullets, and they debated
whether they should fire, declding not to unless 1t came =till closer,
which Lt d1d not.) They could see lights at each end of the football-
shaped object, whose lensth he put over 100 ft but under 200 ft., It
looked metz2lllc and one of the lights wss an intense 'and steady red light
wnich he estimated at about &€ ft in dlameter. Its beam seemed to extend
out a distance in the alr, ani then to end in some curious manner that he
did not understand then or now. It seemed to go out a few hundred Rards,
evidently beinpg visible from dust In the alr, though that's only an in-
ference on my part. It seemed to be fixed to the obéect and as the objeoct
maneuvered and turned, it did too. The object went "timugh any maneuver
you might mention" during the more than a minute that 1t remained in
that general spot. They noted =stetic on thelr radio during this time,
while they telked with the Tehsma County Sheriff's office that does their
dispatching after 1700 in the evening., He indicated that they "were a
little bit nervous about the thing", but did not request permission to
fire.

( -3)., c P e e ADatAass Carl
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Tﬁen i1t began to move away from then, towards the east, and sino
the Tehama dispatcher (Deputy Clarence Fry) had indicated that hexdaeﬂET//)
ly

getting other cars they took courage and eleoted to follow it at jud
cious distsnce, Its eastward motion was rometimes very slow, occasi
very fast, "so fast as to be unbellevable." Occaslonally it 4rifted
baock towards them "slmost as if in water". They couldn't see the light
all the time, as it turned from time to time. This was Iin open, but
rolling country, snd it tended to stay well to their south most of the
time, so that from time to time Juring their extended chase (whtch he
recalled only as "over an hour") the object would become temporarily
hidden behind iso0lsted hills., They k¥new all the back roeds and would
take eide-roads from tine to time to try to get near it, Once 1t 4id
not come our from behini & hill, so they stopped, oclimbedl up on the hood-
of their patrol car to look over an embankment when all of 8 sudden £t
shot up to within only about 150 feet of t hem bhefore darting.eastward
once more, IThey resumed thelr pursuit of it anl got as far cast asg

a place which sounied phonetically like "Pomiano Ranch", a monastery he
eald, This wae east of liighway G9F, To this point he estimates over

an hour had elapsed., He 41d rot know just where the other cars were,
they never jo'ned hie car., T believe he inii-~atcd that he learned later
the others never got closer than Los Molinos, but they definitely seaw

a red-glowing object to thelr sonth, he learned,

It wae getting farther and farther shesd of them, so they broke off
the attempt at keeping up with 1t, .ulled back to 99% and went south to
where the: “new there was a forest {ire control tower., The fore:ter
" was gone but the tower was open ani they ran up to the top to obeserve
the remainder of the eplsode frcm there, The object was then ~nly a
"lighs", but 1t gradually climbed up overa renge of hills about 2 mil's
eaat and continued eastward/ Fefore ft finally Aisappeared, 8 second
"light" came in from the south, aprroached the first "light" ani then
the two moved nn e:stward and eventually di=a: eared, terminating the
obse~vations, He esti-sted that the total tire might have been about
"2 hours tn this polnt, fald the radlo log wonuld asiow the correct time,

He confirmed that they had asked the dispatcher to sheck with the
Red 3Bluff redar hasse and confirmed that they sald they had the object
“on their scopes, go'ng throngh the reported motiones to the eerst, etc,
Carson was at first somewhst reluctant to cet Into thia aspect, sayling
that he was not free to "involve the air lorce", but when Tr esd from
the published account in Lhe =viience he ~penel up a good bit, He s=aid
that the Air Force never csme to futerrogate him (he was a bit cryptioe
and definttely annoyed in sayling this, but I believe I pot the correct
visture). Sald you "might call it an interrogatic:”™ in that he and
Scott, the next ¥ asked for an gppointment at the Red Bluff r daxr bace,
Arove there (9 miles W of Red Bluff). He =ald he stited to the commani-
ing ofificer SOﬂethinﬁ like, "Well, we unierstand there wgs a hit of
commotion last night", towhich the officer replied "Net to my nowledge”
and i{mmedlately gave them what he termed "the {co-water approach". 3o
they asked to talk to the man who was on the radar the preceding night
and the commending of'flcer deniéd them permission to sce him., Carson
sald "I was getting a blt testy" at that po'ht, but they leff. Somewhere
along the llne, evidiently a few days later, he thought he had talked to
someone from the Air Force, hut described it as s "tongue-in-cheek investi-
gatin."., He conldn't reocall just how this interview came shout sni didn't
remember where it was done. Ile told me thst a Dr, Clarence W, Winning,
of Rei Bluff was at the Tehama Co, “heriff's office that night and was
on one of the phone extensions and heard the radar base say tha t they
had a8 raiar fix on the objJect, and =aid a lot of other persons were on
other extensions listening in, as he hemrd 1t later; but knew of no others
by name, - iy .
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-He wes in the Air lMorce L y-ars, though not as a pilot. He 1s now and

3 - L (,‘ I
> Y w oty
Carson saild that night was glesr, with no wind "beautiful night",

was then a private pilot and so was Scott., He wae familiar with all
the conventional planes in the a-ea and s positive this was no plane
nor a meteor, nor northern lights, He underestands that the Alr rorgce
later claimed they were looking at a star. "I know what I saw, It was
not a star. I-saw what I saw, I've never seen anythfag like it hefore

or s'nce." "W_ eaw something that could defy the law of gravity". And
concerning the Air Force star-explanation he sgated that "I'd hate to

try to take o1ie of my ocases {nto court with such weak arguments!? As

you can see, his initial reluctance to "involve the Air Force", which

came out when I first brought up the radar question, had evaporated as

he proceeded through his account and on to the USAF handling of the -thing.
"When we walked into that radar station and got ice water, we knew what
was coming", he said, But hls CHP base stuck by them, and elected to
release no names, just the story, whifch wasmarked Configdential in the
CHP files, Scme reporter, who later (2 mcnths later) told him he'd been
awarded 50 for digging out thelr names and using them in & news story,
knew they were the only two men on duty Iin that area that night, so it
came out In the local press by ebout two ‘ays later., ¥Yvidently handled
locslly as s big story. This had one useful siie-effect: A number of
persong who had seen the red-glowlng object, some wh'le driving on 99E,
wrote them letters confirming the sighting, etec,

He seid Ddispatcher Fry was running from his radlio out to the front
of his bufldiing, from which he could see the red o ject, 2ince it was
several hunired feet above groundi snd that's generallx ocen oountry. He
mentioned that Fry brought several trusties outdoors "as witnesses".
Carson =3id "we came in for a lot of kidding but fortunately there were
a lot of people who saw it. We co~X 1lay them end to end.” Ho mentioned
an interesting point: The following rnights there were more Alr Force planes
in the sir over the County than he'd ever seen before. Put he heard no
more from the Alr Force, He heard from a deputy thst an Air Force inveati-
gator had interrogated a federal forester whose whole family had ceen
a similar object, but he thourht it was the next night, though not sure of
that, 9Didnt't know this forester by name, only hears=ay re ort. He also
mentioned that the "University of %alifornia setit up 8 team to check on
1t". ‘hey iIntervétwed him and Scoth and were golng over the area taking
samples of soil and fence-w're. (Magnetic eheck?). le can't recall any
names of these people, I wonder If it cculd have been Dr, Harder, an
A..ro man?

Ho "ng to secure more definite confirmation on the radar =izhting,
I p~oned dr, Clarence W, Winning of Red 3luff, on Friday evenling, Oct, 28.
(AC 916 <27-7226 18 hie office number, but they switched the call to
his h~me, which is shown as 520 Main S,, in the 1962 A™A Directory.)
This netted no firm check. Winning was vague on details, ghough as we
talked, his memory came back on some deteile, He waes do'ng slcohol blood
teats there that PM., Reocalls a lot of commotlon Juring the sighting, and
romembered there was something about radar. ch-cks but was uneble to say

" for sure whether he was on an e-tension rhone, I don't know just what to

make of that., He did not seerm evasive, yet he just couldn't recall, Did
he need a blood-test? T would have closed the conv-rsation or that except
he proceeded to mention that a few days later he, h'nself, s av a red,
glowing object over hls home area,shnut 2300, when returning 'rom a night
call, le awakened his wife and they both watched it 10-15 miuutes.
He thought 1t was §-700 ft up, definitely not a8 plane or meteor., Moved
slowly, and could go up or down like a hellcopter. Thought it conldn't
actually have been a hellcopter because would have heard the nolse and
seen tKe blades, but negative on both. “aid he recalled that many otbers
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in-that area saw objects that week (as per the Evidence). Has never
. seen any since. Sald the object looked about 30-40 feet longyor across,
and appeared to be circular, like a disc. Winning did not seem a partl-

sularly good observer, but thst en gometh unus r
evident,
; 7,1.{\.{

After several fslse tries, I eventually Sheriff Lyle Willlams,
Tehama Cointy Sheriff for past 12 years, Office phone AC 916 527-1551,
home phone 527-4482., Got hin on the eveting of Oct. 29, He recalled
all the activity of that period, but could aot recall accursbe d etalls
pro anl con the radar fix, and did not want to give me hearsay. Told.
me Deputy Clarence Fry left the foroe three years baok and is now a
logger In Hayfork, Calif, I triled to contact Fry in Hayfork, but the
operator there had no such listing and said there's no logging camp
nearby, so thst haspetered out, it seems, I_ all, we have no positive
double-check-on the radar fix from anything Ehat I have turned up.

This winds up my check on that case, I guess, Carson mekes an impressive
witness snd the onse 13 e strong one even without more positive information

on the radar sspests. If you have anything more on this, T'd 1llke to
know of i{t, and I'd appreciate it if you conld send me coples of anyNicap
dope on this part of the total Red Bluff eplsode.,

Now b1ick to my long phone call to Carson for an independient matter,
Carson sald that not too long after his inctdent a funny thing was
reported In local papers. A hunter in some hills over east of Red Rluff,

maybe near Westwood or Cheater, was resting on a big bouldier, got down
and started walking away, when the boulder blew upl! Kiocked him flat
but did not injure him. Inveetigators reportedly found s seoctlion of
metal that resembled a "fin", and this was carried in local papers and
in the Facramento papers (Sacramento Bee, he figured). Carson folYow 4
these short pleces with intereet, but there was never sany summary, dust
little accounts that indicated the "f1ln" was sent back East for analy-
sis, S:i1d USAF couldn't 1dentify it., One story evidently surmiced

that something like a missile had hit the boulder and exploied 1it.

"It blew up, quite to pleces", Carson stated, He tried to find out more
but never could learn any more of thie., Asked me if I could run anything
down on this and wants to Ynow {f T should turn up anything,

So, my question 'on this one is whether yo:» have anything on it that
we could pass on to Carson? Suppose Paul Cerny would have been following
this, Carson is pretty sure it wrs 1 . August or September, 1960, FConnds
pretty wild, doesn't 1t. Seld it was 8 big boulder, and was all broken
up. If his aocconnt is correct, ne can't understand why the hunter wasnt't
killed, so he may have 1t garbled when he says the guy was only yards
away. Perhaps tens of yards, or more. 3ut he was very definite that
this was in and out of the beck pages for some time.

Thatfs it on the Aug, 13 case., I'd like to get oopies of sasnything
useful in the files, and I'1ll be interested to hear if you %now of the
Ex{loding Boulder case,

Ragards,

JEMcDonaXd
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Congruesicnal Rsquest for Summary of UFO Sighting
(M Rotert Smart, House Ammed Services Committes)

SAFOI-3d (L/Col Tacker)
1. The summaries contained in this correspondence ars of the UFO

sightings which occcurred in the Red Bluff, California arsa hetween
12-20 August 1960. These summariss and tha associated ATIC analysis

are forwarded per telaphone requeats by L/Col Tacker, SAFOI-3d and -

L/Col J. Boland, SAFLL on 15 Novemter 1960. Information concerning
these sightings was requested fram SAFLL by Mr Robext Smart, House

Armed Services Committee.

2. On 13 sugust 1960 at 2345 hours PST, two California highway patrol-

men, Stanley Scott and Charles A. Carson, observed an unidentified
ﬂ'ring object while patroling 13 miles south of Red Bluff, Califormia.
The two officers stated that the object suldenly appeared directly in

front of their patrol car and their first impression was thal it was

an aireraft about to crash:. The officers leaned from their car in

order to be in a better position to act after the axpectad crash.

Wnen outside of their car both officers were immediately struck by

the absence of sound, but assumed the aircraft was without powsr.

4s the object approached within 200-3CO feat of the jpround it suddenly

reversed itself, and at high speed gained approximately 5CO fest of

altitude, where it came to a complate stop. The officers described

the object as surroundsd by a glcw, and at each end of the round or

ellipt.ical objsot there were red lights, At times there were approxi-

wmately five white lights visible betwesen the red lights. Officer. -
Scott's impression was that ths object was sweeping the area with

red light beams and estimated that six or seven sweepa were made, -
Ile further stated that it appeared to take positive action to avoid
his shining the red light of the patrol vehicle upon it. Both officers
described the motion as abrupt, but generally tovard the east and
raported that they followed in their vehicle. 2is they folleowed and .
watched the object, it was approached by a similar object. Finally
toth objects disappeared below the eastern horizon. Upch return to

the Tehama County Sheriff's Office, it was determined that two deputies -

and the night jailer had also experienced seeing tne object and their

" impressions were the same as the two patrolmen.

3. On 17 August 1960, at 1930 hours PST, Mr Robert Heard of Route #l,

lox #658, Red Bluff, California was driving up Bells Hill Road with
his wife and scn toward what i3 commonly called Hog Back Road. I

- Heard reported that he and his family sighted a brigiot wmetal-like

object at aporoximately tree top lavel which was flying in a northerly
direction. Hr Heard stated that the object was approximately three to
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four niles a.way and the first impression was that it was a large
helicopter. When Mr Heard and his family reached the spot whers they
thought the object to bs, they sighted it approximately one~half =ils
away and approximately 100 feet below them. The object appeared to

- immediately pick up speed, rising out of the canyon and passing over

the .road in front of the family. It dropped from sight for a few T
moments and was then seen traveling up a branch canyon. The object . . L
was described as completely round and approximately 35 to 50 feet in R
. diazoter. When it rose from the canyon and passed over the road it LT el
‘appearsd to have a light nsar the nosse. Ths light had a reddish purple S
hue. The object was reported Lo have a ssecond light which was located N
- on the back. The second light appsarsd as a narrow bluish baad. The o
object was esitimated to have a spsed of 25-30 milss por hour.

L. ©On 17 August 1960 at approximataly 2100 hours local, Lt Lynn H. .
Robexts, Dept of Corrsction, Mrs Laura E. Jonss, Forastlook-tut, and. R
Miss Lenora Siler sighted an unidentified flying object from the farestry - -  #7 -
look~out at Inskip Hountain. The object was described as a dull red ‘ 3
light above the horizon. Tha object was reparted to havse faded and
roappeared several times in.gzradual cycles. Tha objact was reparted
to be generally stationary. At approaximately 2130 heours anothar objsct ST
was sighted which was similax» to the first; however, it appeared to be - RSO
moving from right to loft a’:. a constant elsvaticn. ‘

5. As evidenced by z:.xhibit.s I and M of attachment #1 to this document,

there were many sigadings of UFO's in the California area beiween 12-20 N
August 1960. These exhibits also confirm the fact that the circumstances = .
surrounding these sightings were generally ths same. =

6. This case was brought to the attention of ATIC on 16 August 1960 by
a telephene call from L/Col L. Tacker, SAPOI-3d. On this date a TWX
(Atch #2) was sent to McClelland AFB, California requesting a full and
detalled investigation in accordance with the provisions of AFR 200-2,
dated 1l Beptember 195%.

7. : On 16 August 1960, ARIC made telephcne ccntact with the 359th Radar
Squadron’ (SAGE) (wc), Red Bluff Air Staticn, Red Bluff, California.
The 859th is tisd in with the Portland Air Defense Sector, Adair Air
Force Base. Major LeRoy of the Radar Statlon reported that nothing

had appeared on their scopes which called for a scramble betwesen _
12-16 Augnst 1960. Contact was again established with the 359th on SRR
17 Hovember 1960, and at this time Hajor LeRoy denied having informed S e
patrolmen Scobt and Carson that an unidentified object was on the e
scope of his unit on the night of the sighting. The Radar Unit at
Red Bluff is a SACE station. The equipment. at Red Bluff is only -
monitored at that station and is tied in t¢ the Portland Air Defense
Sector, which has the identificaticn and intercept responsidbility. -
Major LeRoy informed the California Highway Patrol that his staticn had
no capability for identification, but ibkat in view of the fact that no
scramble bad occurred, no wnidentified object was on the scope. B ,e.




The major stated that the officers wers ndb convinced that his infoar-
mation was all true,

8. For i‘urthar support of the data collactad during the investigation at‘
this case ATIC obtained from the Alr Weathsr Service (MATS) at Asheville,

lorth Carolina the YDAN Forms 31 (Adiabatic Charts) for the Red Bluff, -

California arsa covering ths period 8-2L August 1960. Tho weatbey
stations at Red Bluff, Chico, and Redding, California ars second order
stations,. These second order atations dbserve on & limited schedule,
generally daylight hours, and do no complste adlabatic charts. The -
most representative records available for determing the vertical. teme
perature gradient for Red Bludf are the Adiabatic Charts fyom Oakland,
California and Medford, Oregon. Red Bluff is located almost exactly
half way between these two cities, 165 miles from Oakland and 155 miles
from Hedford. Sincs the general wealhsr far Oakland, Red Bluff, and
MHadford was the same, it 13 safe 1o assume that intarpolation will give
-a representative picture of the vertical temperature gradiant. ab Red
Bluff. The Adiabatic Charts indicate that a strong temperaturs inver-
sion was prevalent in the entire northern California area Auwing the -
pericd of the sigh‘b_ngs.

9. Ths couclusion of ATIC is that the sightings which ococurred in tbe
Red Bluff area were due to atmospheric refraction. It is an impossible .
task to deternine what the exact light source was for each specific
incident, but the planet Hars was the most probable culprit in the
instance of the highway patrolmen. Tha planet at the time of the
sighting was just below the horizcen and probably hove into view due

to the refraction of its light by the atmosphere. A contributing
factor to the sightings could have been the layer of smoke which hung -

over the area in a thin stratiform layer. This smoke came from the . . -

forsst fires in the area and hung in a layer due to the stable condiv
tions associated with the inversion.

10. The usual occurrencs in natuwre is for the temperature of the -
atmosphars to decrease as altitude increasea. This change in tempera=-
ture with altitude 1s known as the "lapse rate.® In some cams howsver,
instead of decreasing with altitude the temoersture actually increases
and the condition is temed an “inversion.”

1l. In passing from one medium to another of different densities or
different densities of the same madium, waves of radiant energy are
refracted or bent from their original straignt line course, exgept . -
vwhen entering at 90° to the surface separating the two media. The " -

bending is explained by the fact that the waves travel at different = Lo

speeds in media of differsnt densities. 'This, in effect, means that
a person can in fact look around a comer, or a curve when there are .
an infinite nusber of layers of slightly different denaities next to
each other, as in the atmosphere, Due to the fact that light of
different wave lengths (colors) bend at different angles, white-light
is separated into color bands (spectrum) ranging usuvally from red to
violet, The longer wave lengths (red) being bent less than the short
(blue). This secondary eifect of rofraction is called dispersion.

3
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2. In mdidm to tha usual results of atmospheric refraction, apeciel
' optical effects kncwn as mirages may occur when there are strong tem~
. perature contrasts in adjacent layers of air. Mirages fall into two
" general categorles termed "inferior® and “superior.® The most common
' mirage is the inferior type, occurring when the temperature profile is

the condition to ocour, a layer of extremely warm air must exist near

. not begun dus to lack of turbulance and the slow transfer of heat dus

- to conducticn and radiation. These comxditions cause the light which .
reaches the eye to be less curvaed than normally, and in some extrems
conditlcons to actually be curved in the opvosits direction. The effoct

of inferlior mirages 1ls to shorten ine distance to ones apparent horizon

- (see Atch #3). In this type of mirage a distent object is sametimes -
- seen inverted and telow the real object. This is tiue tyoe of mirage
which is so familiar to persons cn deserts. The water they see being
" an inverted image of ths sky. 4n everyday experience with a mirage of
. this type is the wetl appearance of known to be dry highways. The wet
" spot remaining some distance ahead of the car. These mirages are called
"inferior® because the imags is below tis real object. When the oppo- .
site tewperaturs conditions cccur, a cold layer of air with warmer air
- on top (inversicn), the conditions procuce a superior mirage. Thess
mirages tend to increase the distance to owxr horizon and their effects -
ars much mora ptartling than infaricor mirsges. Whsn these conditions

‘ocour a person can sctuslly see cbjects which normally would be balow
- his horizon. Sometimes the images will be highly magnified or extremely

- distorted. This mirage is called 2 superior mirage because the image .

- ocours above ths actual objsct. In this explanation reference bas been ‘

made to layers of air, but it should ts understood that the transition.

. from one layer 4o the pext is nct abmpt. Thers is mixing and a gradual

change-in the rafractiva power of the air, and the effects seen in
xniragas are due to this contim.ous variation. :

' 13. A pumber of the witnessss man‘bianed that the objeci: t,.ay obsermd
was moving at ‘scme approximate speed. The speeds most commonly men-
tioned were centersd around about 35 milsa per hour, It should be
noted that thess witnesses were riding in cars and that this is pro-

SRR TIRI bably the speed at vhich they were driving. It is a comzon character-
Sy istic of mirages that the image remains a constant distanse from the
IR . observer in oxdar thad thu geomalry associated with the phenomena. .

" remains fairly ccasistent. Iliragss of water holes saen in the dssert

. are constantly oud of ruach. It is probabls that the witnesses! esti-
“mates of. speed wers reached by the fact that the object appsared to
keep pace with their cars. ’

1h. It is quitoe probadla that reports of all of the sightings vhich
occurred in Califormia during the pesiosd 12-20 August 1960 did not
reach ATIC. It ls, tharefors, impessibls to make an accurata estimate
as to how many sightings actually ccourted and what percentage were

‘ -following the normal pattern of decreasing with altitude. However, for o

the surface with rolatively cooler and, therefcrs, denser air above ite . . -
-+ Convection would normally cccur undexr these conditicns, but usually has




" FOR THBE COMMAMDER: -

' PHILIP G. EVANS
Colonel, USAF
Daputy for Science and Compomnts
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. due to the inversion. It is possible that mome were dus to other: = .-

. causes such aa "hysteria” and the "gst into the act® attitude of . . -

- some- people. However, in view of all available evidencs in this = i

' -.case, 1t 13 concluded that the effects associated with the inversion =~

' were responsibls for the sightings which occurred in the Red Blnff, '
: Caa.irornia area between 12-20 August 1960

3 Atch: , o
l. PFile of UFO Sightings
FcClsllan AFB, Calirfr

3. Diagram of effects of mirages .
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{Cops Spot |

M ysfer:ous
FI S %ast of Coming vand in -the! ltll;eh); gvrvl;i% ;ig}and t*imxlhe
. Y’ng Obl eCf Vina plains area, was spotted —'di tel weht ay fix the

. by two highway patrolmen ey - away t%oyx i m.
| United presi taternational. ‘three sheriff’'s deputies and|: Tgﬁiofﬁc:;srsiaxd, ede‘lsitr;{l%e

RED BLUFF, Calif, Aug. threé city policemen and, other uma mtehu ts {x gt 20

{16.—Two California highway| citizens Saturday . mght,‘xshor* Sweep 9 a}rea.s ‘or seven
patrolman have reported sight- ly before midnight.: : !
ing—and racing—a mysterious| The object was ﬁrst.spotted

flying football-shaped thing by the HighWa? “Patrolmen-

which gave off a red glow. - |. when they were on Hoag Toad | ¥ 1d [H1g.pe-
At least enght other persons east of Cornmg~' he two men hi th V lai 1‘% et

also reported spotting the ob- said at first:they saw -what re\ac ng the Vina by LT

ject, described -as being the ' appeared to: be  a.linge ir- station at: which ‘time-kthey

size of an airliner. - : [liner dropping from the sky as ‘reportedly. saw a similar -ob-
The incident happened Sat- if it were going to crash..iis. | Ject appmac{ﬁ.ng

urday night when Patrolmeén “We - stopped ;and : leaped Arom the south. .

Stanley .Scott and Charles’ A. from fhe patrol. eanin ‘order to| :The second ‘object ; moved
|Carons were cruising 18 miles ‘lget a- posnion at’ what “we 01058 to the first: at which tune
.[south of here. Patrolman Scott were’ sure ‘was’ gomg ‘to be a both stopped, ’the men said;
-[last night. said he . first saw crash fst%:tted e me . i “After watchmg ‘for'two’ and
"|the thing about a mile and a When lea“phig f.fnom th 't a malf hours,'a’ sight, the pa-
-|half away at an altitude of| the. atrolznel‘if,, 3 trolmen : themselves_ " fouhd

200 feet. It seemed to have a| plete silengeibitty g -hard'to believe, they’ retumed
|row of horizontal lights and still assumedE Foabe «gis:’ to"the local sheriff’s, [office.”

“something on the "end that| craft with ileenaines o c ‘time tHe 4
|made a -red beam”- and . ap-|, o The! b Bt Mas  Brabyably. At that time e ‘patiOimen

peared to be sweepmg the wlthin1 3 = 1i;said three shenﬂs depu'aea

ground. . =~ . Foun d Jdenly’ Te. stated” they had: 'séen’ the_ob-
ground WhER? Y, Fe | Séct"from & distance and de-

=

As-they looked at it in dis- versed e' g 2 high
belief, 52: sfhot noiselessly up|. sgzi g?l?{geﬁned fappmi scxibed it exactly{_.a’s thetCHP
about 500 feet. . S 1 , b " ‘ 8
‘Théy. sent out a radio alert. i : mately‘;ﬁOOA fee b hf a_l muﬁe
| The object svung its réd beam | =“The’ patro said at hat Satlrg
' skg lﬁ:h’ t?xr:ﬁgg z:crf?x? tt\lv}g ; ’ : tlme ‘the  object stopped - and | % ndd s & glowly moving 6b:
‘ Y. .p . RN T ' was completel b 1ecf ;sappearing't'o ha “red
€) white ,ngnts comin 1.

A
-
o
=
'.,“
i
Q-
§

ing ‘the’ 'radlo alert, sa.w the o -
object too:’;

In Red Blufr the night jaller ] -
Clarence Fry, heard, ‘the radio :
-|alert and marchéd: four spris-
s|oners ~outside. “A11 ¥tive “men
testiﬁed to seeing the ‘glowing
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Arca Commander - 130

(Y Ay €
Carcol - Scott, #2398 <« 1851
JHIDENTIPIED PLYIKG ODJECT - .@’/.—

Cfficor Scott end I wore EB on Hoag Road, east of Coraing
coking for a speeding motorcycle whon wo gyaw wihat at flirst
cppoared to e a _huye airlincr dropping frem ths sky. The
abioct waa gery 1o ool divectiy 4o front of us, We stopped
ant. 1sepsd from the patrol veiiiole im ordar to goet & positicon
on phat wa wora surs was goirs to bo an airplane orash, Fream
cur popiticn outanida thU car ths [irfst thing we notlced wag
n1_abgolute crico, Still assuning it to ba en airoraft with

bg;sr 0i1 wo ocontinued to watch until the ebject was probably

in 130' to 2@0' of tho 5raand when 1t suddenly rﬁversad

fu:iltar to us. It was surrcunded by a glow making tho round
or oblong object visible, At oach end, or each side of the

obj.at there were dofinite red lishts. At tires about five
Lte lishta were visible batigen the red lights. As weo

;.V\.cd'tao*fbjeht moved ogain end performed serial feats that
wors actually unbelieveble,

148 time we radloed Tehama County Sheriff's Office
;Jstip" they contast local radar bage, _The Redar Base
cc*.irm;u the U.P,0. - complotely unidentificd,

‘——-________J

Cflloer Scott and myself, after our verifioation continued to
wnton the objest. Om two cccasions the objsat came dircctly
tcwods the patrol vehicle, each timo it approached, the object
turscd, swopt the area with a huge red light, Officer Soott
turnsd the red light em the patrol vehiocle towards the object
snd 16 ionediately went away frem usi. We obsorved the obleot
uue the red beam apnroxina tinos, sweoping the sky
e sroeund arcas. Tho objoot beban ROV slowly in an easterly

~CIFcotica and WO followed, Wo procecded to the Vina plaing

firo staticn Wnore wo again were asble to lccate tho objsot. As

we watched it was approached by a s biect from the aouth.
It moved néar The Tgrdi“bSJecs and both ntOpéEI, rezaining in

that positicn for some time, cccasionaly emitting the red beaam,

A\

) P PR RIS oy SRS A g A ] Ui Pl (50, ¢v- o n o, s e



~.- 7" Pinally both objeota disappoarcd bolow tha_%%%ﬁggg_ggnlamn. -
Wo roturned to the Tohama Coumbty Shoriff's 466 and mald
Doputy Pry ond Deputy Heatgorory,who had gone 0 los Holinos
efter contsoting the Radar Base. PEoth had scen the U, P, 0,
cloarly and desoribecd to us vhat wo saw. %Tho night jaidlor also was
able to gee the objoot for a short time, ocash dossribed the
cbject and its ransuvers oxastly ag wo gaw thon., Yo first saw

We submit this report in confidonca for youwsr information, wo
were calm after our initlial shook end decided to0 obsorve and
rocord all we aould of %$ho odjeeot,

Stanley Scott, #185
Charles A, Carson, #2358
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Area Commander - 130

Carson ~ Scott, #2358 ~ 1851 ,)"
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT 9 f,,v’ :
Y
¢
Officer Scott and I were EB on Hoag Road, east of Corning
lookinz for a speeding motorcycle vhen we saw what at first
arresred to bo a huge airliner dropning from the sky. The
cbject wns very low and directly in front of us, We storned
and leaped frem the patrol vehicle in order to get a position
on what we were sure was going to be an airplanc crash., From
our vosition ontside the c¢or the first thing we noticed wns
an absolute silence, Still assuming it to be an aireraft with
nower off we contimied to wetch wntil the object was probably
within 100! to 200! of the ground when it suddenly reversed
completely, at high speed and sained approximately 500' altitude.
There the object stopred, at this time it was clearly visible
to both of us snd cbviously not an aircraft of any desimm
familiar to us, It wrs surrounded by a glow making the round
or oblong object visible, At each end, or each side of the
object there were definite red lights, At times about five
vhite lirhtswre visible between the red lights, As we
watched the object moved sgain and performed aerial feats that
were actually unbelievable, n
L
At this time we radiced Tehama County Sheriff!s Office P ansihon
requesting they contact local radar base., The Radar Base i 3
confirmed the U,F,0, = ccmpletely unidentified.

officer Scott and myself, after our verification continued to
wrtch the object, On two occasions the object ¢sme directly
| towards the patrol vehicle, e ch time 4t approached, the object
turned, swept the area with a huge red light., Officer Scott

. turned the red light on the patrol wvehiclo toimrds the object

and 1t Immedietoly went away from us.,. We observed the object
use the red beam approximately 6 or 7 times, sweeping the sky
snd eround areas, The object beran moving slowly in an easterly
directirn and we followed. We proceeded to the Vina Plains

fire station vhere we arnin were able to locate the object, As
we wetched it was anprorched by a similar object from the south,
It moved nenr the first object »nd both stonpod, remaining in
th~t vosition for same time, occasionaly emitiing the red beam,
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Area Command ' | August 13, 1960

Finally both objects disapreared below the eastern horizon.
We roturned to the Tehsma County Sheriffis Office and met
Deputy Fry and Denuty Montromery, who had gone to Los Molinos
after contactinr the Rad-r Base. Both had seen the U, F, O.

clesarly and describad to us what we sawe Tho night Jailer also wms - -

able to sec the ohject for a short time, each described the
object and 1t3 maneuvers exactly as we saw tham, We first ssw
the cbject at 2350 hours rnd observed it for avproximately two
hours and 15 mirutes. Ench time the object neared us we
experienced radio interference.

Wo submit this report in confidence for yowr informntion, we
were calm after our initial shock and docidaed to observe and
record all we could of the object. '

Stanley Scott, #1851
Charles A, Carson, #2358



iy e e DRAWING OF OBJECT SEEN OVER RED BLUFF GALIF

Y NI Aol bl ON AUGUST 1h 1960 at 10 05 to: 10 10PM
e , #hite Light' .+« White Light
Bright
Red nght*Flasheg

Dréwnnv by
Clarence Fry,- Deputy Sheriff

Tehama County, Ked Bluff, California . :
»  WHole Object 7 Bobby L.t Smith

' i %y il ) 1 " had a Pale Yellow GlOW'” Richard Harrell 1:_

Fay D Stewart




COMMENTS & OFFICIAL REACTIONS

]

"The Red Bluff Rédér Station admitted that at 1ll:45 p.m. Saturday--when
the phenomenon was- first seen by Highway Patrolmen Stanley Scott add
Charles A. Carson--it was tracking "an object." S.F. Examiner--8-17-60

S.F. Weather Bureau said Red Bluff station releases balloon every night at
11:00 p.m.-=-S,F., Examiner, 8-17-60

Sheriff Lyle Williams (Red Bluff, Tehama County) issged his men cameras and
high-speed film to try bto photograph UFO--S.F. Chronicle, 8-19-60

AF Intelligence officer begins investigation of Tehama County UFO sight-
ings. Duane Bilslend, supervisor of criminal investigation at McClelland
AFB said he will question eberyone who reported sightings--UPI, 8-20-60
(Sacramento Bee, 8-20-60; S.F. Chronicle, 8-21-60) Chronicle added that
Bilslend being aided by Lt. David Snyder of the Red Bluff Air Force Sta.,
a radar base.
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: ..mght repdrted

St aw ‘the- thing about
A - ha‘lf«away at an|.
200 feet. Tt ‘seemed fo|:
of .~ honzonal lights|

f disbelief, it suddenly shot nois_e.

e then put. their. ﬂashmg ‘red light
al§6 on. . The, ‘object swung  its’ red|!

‘A.s ihey kept lookmg at 1|: ln

lessly up about 500 feet.
They sent out a radm a]er't and

bea.m and then’ began :to slide
across - the sky, they re-ported.
They pursued the obJect for about
two hours. <l

At one txme, 1t want into "van-
ous !maneuvers-stralght -up. and

TEMPERATU RES

ERec AL Noon Today, 18
. MAX]MU":I YFSTERDAY
<8 at 6 pm..
24’ HOUR 'MINIMUM
/6% at Tlaam, © o
THIS DATI?, LAST. YEAR

B N‘%g, A
]’“ct

VGS@ A‘}
down,  and sidewa 8173 t.
left its’ pursuers byehmfrl 'i
Three deputy sheriffs;’ earin’
the radio alert, raced. into’ ‘ﬂ'l.e-
l::mfzo Th:gt mmmglstf,mt .they saw
i were .ﬁlﬂ}]&lleﬂ- g
vered as the ﬂungla.lgppea.réd
over the eastem honzqn roun
2 a. m x"?‘ T' s
All t}us t1me, the pa }mens
radio* was full ‘of statici’,presum-
ably caused by the :flying object.
Meanwhile, here in Red Bluff,
the night jailer, -
picked ‘up the ‘radio -alert;: About :
1 a.m. he marched Imr:pdsonérs :

All .

. {onto. the ‘front: steps ‘ofithe jail-
‘|house. All. five men testiﬁedﬂo
|seeing_the glowing mys

ject “‘about 25 miles to thg
. Neither officer would 1c1éu

‘las a “flying saucer.”. .

ut their boss, Iﬁghwa

= Capt fRueI Boehm, said |
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Aype of Crune : ] Crime Reporc No.

. REPORT ON FLYING OBJZCTS, TEHAMA CO.

3
)

- . 2. On Monday 8-8-60 at approxima tely 9:05Pm at the Teh
- County Jail there was hzard and felt two loud Boons, ot
+ 9:125Pi received a radio report froa the Corning Police De;
.- that there was a ball of fire fallin? from the sky, The
. /or objett appearad to be falling to the East of Los Moli:
. isand Vina arca. This report was radioed ¥rom the Coraing
- ../ depts by Officers Dui and Prentiss. lriter reported this
[ the California Div, of Forresty a CAA and the US RBadar Ba
-4 "at Red Bluif, as the falling cbjectwas thought to be a A .o
5. eraft of some sort,All of the reports from the above was L
S F . nege as to any of our Air Crait,, and no Fires, ‘ "‘0”%2;;;(
" on August 13,1960 at_about 11:30PM , Officers Scott and
i+ . Carson of the California Hiway Patrol,raéioed the Tchama Co. :
w7 Sheriff¥s Office and stated that they watching a flying Object .
£ ] and had been for atvout one howr, . y
- At 12:00midnight .this Officer and Officer Moatgomery went
~ . Yo Los lolinas and set on a small hill to the East named or
called Blueberry Hill and 'at approximately 12:304i of 8-~14-60
-cbserved four objezts in the Vestern sky,they viere traveling 2men
. from the south to the north in a straight line and a% tines
Yhey would go straight up or dowm, one of ths objects seenm to
- stop and hover over the Red Blulfl area, After a short vime
. there was a 0Object seen going frcom the North to the South,
' On §-154-60 at approximately 10:05 to 10:1GPH went out
" side of the Tehama Oo. Jail to check the Sky a3 officer
Montgonery radioed that he rad a objevi in the Los Molinas
‘area that had appeared to have landed twice to the cast of
Los Milinas, on checking out side of the Jail observed a
.object comming in from the west Lo a position of aboud
South East of phe Jailaand it-appeared to stop and hover
for a moment in that position, VWriter cailed to the four -
trusties a Fay D. Stewart, Eal Grondsman, Bobbie L. Smith,
and a Richard Harrell to come ovhb eide and ovserve the flying
object, by the time the four zbove men arrived the Object was
" gone but was spotted in the North Vest by ir. Smith when the
. writer and others got across the front of tne jail yard the
. Object was hovering and it looked lik a large Kajl Zoad car
with two large Red Lights one oa each end, the hole Object
was a pale, Yellow glow in coleor and white ligats appeared
along it in three or four places wiaich may have been windows,
The Object then took off in a southernly direction and passed
out of sight with out any of the above f&u2 persons and this
writer hearing any type of motor or sound from the Object,
A few moments later the Corning Rlice radioed (Officery -
-~ Prentiss) and he stated that tke odbject was west ¢f Corning
R Jieing South at agreat Spee : - S

HE

ut

o H R

uis o

[ JRG TR I & ol th)
QO H®KCO

- °

o -

O

o ct

.

|2

<

Q.

o ¢ c
A Ak 5o J cont,. ‘on page no 2
o ;62/,41 ; - o

|



tees LEEREES o Lt

T,

TEHAMA COUNTY = o -
o7 SHERHFT .
SUPPLEMENTAL CRIME REPORT

Information _on TlV1ng objects

, Type of Came Crime Report No.,

August ?O,l9oO L:CO P:M

- Writer Alton D Perry and William J Gonzalez Criminal inve estigators
for the Tehama County Sheriff?’s office,Red Bluff,California Observed
- on August 16,1960 at 11:10 P:M Six lylnﬂ objects dlrect101 of travel
.South “West from the Mineral lodge.
These six objects were very brignt and the Ha .:ﬁ:r:;;“*uﬁy while in

,fllvh* was somcthing out of the ordinary.

. These objects were travelfing in pairs at the time they were observed
" as one was ahead of the other a short distance and the other two wane
~at some distance in the back using the simialar type of formation,

One object was seen down under the tree lines going the same direction.
. as i peeied off on 2 downward direction from the last two that was in
- the formation,
- -These objects were in our view for approx Bnﬁoe to four minutes
. and they disappeared ober the-mounta;nu. .

The lighting on all szx,ooaccts ware we:y bright and distincd
all the tinme th y Jgre in our v:.e'w° much brichter than any plane,
There were several people t the Mineral Iodze that o»served theue
: ‘obgecus 2long with some of txe nemes that was with ussBob Smith
~;:specz al DQPUvY at Mﬁneral aodge ulll E'Horn Red Bluff,Calif,

uwﬁumcmu Clsne oo o

P:S The lights at times appeared ///¢ ///’%77
brlght llke and letrlc uorch Slgﬁed /f"if Py éJ

L .'fu' ’ T "
SRORE R //,//?/ ars
e Msen Dégz;“yv///f
S o Lo Cb Crin.Invest,
ST e . Ullllam J Genzalez
T L : s Ch,Crim,Invest
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4740 E, COOPER STREET
EA 6-0059
TUCSON, ARIZONA

22 August 1960

U70 Report Blank

Flease complete the following questions and forward to the above-named organization as
soon as possible. Postage attached,

NAE OF OSSEVIRG STALLBY ScOTT oz OCCUPATION: STA7E JRAFFIC OFFICEE
2 3 CHIELES (RSO N } o ;

Date of Observation: g—/3-( 0 Time: (first observed) /Y¢S . ,

Shape of Cbject: FO0THALL Color: étowe‘n WHITE
|

X%imuth (Direction - N,S,E,W., etc.) when first observed): EASTI .

)

% iNevation: (distance atove horizon in degrees - 90 degrees being the angular distance
i\\s from horizon to directly overhead). /& °

L

NS twiber of Ubjects: QW& (
ﬁ

¥ ;
(@ i) . Detailed Description: (Any evidence of windows, ports, doors, lights, protrusions, lights
Y other than object itself, exhaust or trail, etc.g

=2 e?ED 5:-0
@:&z/@ﬁ LIIHTE HNolIZopwAL Liguir. sy HavE Leen Orrs

Canewvers: P AwY Lown - Sigg wAvs — USOALLy AoTION KESS - Rorareo
Stowey SwEerind Wzp Basmr o eT - SVEED  griow 400 mPH.
forroximate altituces: 200 ' 7o /000  A4GovE THE GRoINY

sbimeted distance from observer: s SIEHTING AFFEIX. Mg, Aﬂ'ﬁf LS

Any evi.cnce of distmpbance of watches, radios, enginee, lighi.s, etc, o
FACESSI1VE Hr0/6 STaTiC LVIRNG SIENTING - BambLeTE 2a-ps
CUIURE On OUR AND OTHER FREQUsNCIES QNrs Prigh 18 S/GH7/4EG <

Jid anr such manifestaticns such as above-named disturbances coincide with maneuver of '“_;,’r)\

otject, change of cclor, altitude, etc? g WoT g&'a 1EVE S ’-5,__
d
g

Sound: Did the object or objects make any discernible sound? Ao v

loeation: Does area in which object was observed contain any mi? itarv or defense instal-
lation, if so, give a ximate distance from area,
[C.BM, PAOS /0 mites - Terosn Bose 2S5 e
calh er Conditions: Describe clouds, approximate altitude, etc. UGive temperature at
. time of sighting, if possible, also any display of Northern Lights
(aurora boreailiss Was moon visible? If so, in what approximeate

section of the sky? Also give locatmn of kxnown stars, planets,
if possible. Jdld’;e - 75"fBJ’0 madp/ C’/,zmg ﬂﬂ AGouir
/RO RM. RPLIX, /5° Sou;w OF 7#s .ro A4S

WE WATCHED /T ON THE Mokizow THRU Grpsses




i it i T Ehug)
0 S5 e s

sepenyal iro'ermation abont ohserver:

0es ohrerver wear glass? Ajé 1f so, was he (she) wearing them?

wor olrerver have good hearing? v&-b'If not, does he (she) wear hearing aid?

g he (she) wearing hearing aid?
5 # 7 peenSr6V S
spett?
wes observer partake of alcoholic beverage? If so, hadaleohol been consumedwithin
four Lhours orior to sighting? How muech? y‘ﬂﬁﬁ/tf

ny reflection on the character of the observery mere-
which could be involved. It is necessary that
Unon completion, please sign

"lane of the above questions are a
1y an attempt to consider all factors
211 questions be answered as otjectively as possible.

£n11 name, Thank You.
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4740 E. COOPER STREET
. EA 6-0059
TUCSON, ARIZONA

22 fugusd 1960 |

Ml ease ocmpleds the felloving questions end foywnid S0 the sbove-nsned ergantsadd
ecca ss porsilis, Poolage attasdhed, - 5

BAME OF OSSERVEREG Clarence Fry
sty ¢f Obesrvaticns

0% 34 O00OWAYIONe Deputy Sheriff ‘

8 (fivos ebeerved) 10/05pm f
-’F.

Shape of Objesds Oval @dert Pale Yellow Glow Red Lights and white

Btmath (Direstion = ¥,5,R,W,, ete,) vhen fivet edoerved)s Came from Wt

Devetdons (dstence above horimea fu ® 50 degrees being the sugrier dlistance b
from herison %o divestly ® . Unknown as to degrees

Rumber of Ohjestas at this time and this sighting on¥y one H
Dotailed Desgripbions (Muy evidence of windews, ports, dosws, lights, ligts 1
l “-lh.h-;u.tlw:-hu:tww.du‘

b il sl AR

{);,’(1’ [ i —— ek /, P s
Mansuverss sStiight up and down hover and ect,

n

dpproximats al840udedt unknown est, at abt 1 mile
istimated 4:stance fyem chpeyvar abt. 1 mile

mmmdM#uM.Mu.mnﬁmu‘.
Radios
. DAd any sush mnifestations gush a9 adove-laned distwbances ovingide with meneuver of
objest, ohangd of oolew, sltiteds, ebe?
unknown out side at time but while ohjeet was in area radio
Boundt D14 the ebjest or shjeste meke eny discsrnible sound? acted up

no sound heard
locstiont Does sves in which objesd wes octewved @entein sny nilitey
1ation, if #o, give sppremimede a.q,-n fren aves.

oy T e Somn e R
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no moon clear temp abt 80
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I have interviewed one of the two California
Highway Patrolmen who were the principal wit-
nesses and have spoken with two other persons
in that area who were involved in the incident.
CHP officers C. A. Carson and S. Scott, driving
east at 2300 on a back road south of Red Bluff
suddenly sighted what they. first took to be an
aircraft about to crash just ahead of them.
Pulling their patrol car to a rapid stop and
jumping out to be ready to render whatever
assistance they could, they were astonished to
see the long metallic-looking object §bruptly
reverse its initial steep descent, climb back
up to several hundred feet altitude and then
hover motionless. Next it came silently
towards them until, as Officer Carson put it to
me, "it was within easy pistol range." They
had their pistols Peady and were debating
whether to fire when it stopped. Attempts to
radio back to the nearest dispatcher failed

due to strong radio interference, an occur-
rence that recurred each time the object came
close to them during the remainder of this
2-hour-long sighting. Huge bright lights at
either end of the object swept the area.

Carson stated to me that one light was about
six feet in diameter; other smaller lights were
also discernible on the object. After some
initial minutes of hovering only 100 to 200
feet away from them and about that same dis-
tance above the ground, the object started mov-
ing eastward away from them. They then con-
tacted the Tehama County Sheriff's office that
handled their night-dispatching work, and asked
for additional cars and for a check with Red
Bluff Air Force Radar Station. Then they began
to follow the object. The full account is too
involved to relate here (see Ref. 3), but it is
important to point out that a number of wit-
nesses confirmed the object from various view-
ing points in the county, and a call to the AF
Radar unit brought confirmation that they were
tracking an unknown moving in the manner
reported by Carson and Scott.

When, however, Carson and Scott went next
day to talk with personnel at the Red Bluff
radar base, they were informed that no such
radar sighting had been made. Their request to
the officer in charge to talk with the radarman
on duty at the time of the incident was denied.
The Bluebook explanation that came out after a
few days attributed this very detailed, close-
range sighting of a large object, seen by two
experienced officers, to "refraction of the
planet Mars and the two bright stars Aldebaran
and Betelgeux.” NICAP referred the question to
one of their astronomical advisers, who found
that none of the three celestial objects were
even In the California skies at that time.
Bluebook then changed the explanation to read
Mars and Capella! Capella, the only one of
those celestial bodies that was even in the
California skies at 2300, was nowhere near the
location of the sighted object, and could not,
of course, give the impression of the various
maneuvers clearly described by the offica--






Carson subsequently stated, "...no one
will ever convince us that we were witnessing
a refraction of light." And to me, he wryly
remarked on the Bluebook explanations that
"I'd sure hate to take one of my cases into
court with such weak arguments." Dr. Menzel

. concurs with the Air Force
explanations and speaks of this being a night
of "fantastic multiple inversions of tempera-
ture and humidity," such that he would have
expected many more reports of UFOs. I should
like to know what radiosonde data Dr. Menzel
is citing, since the data I obtained does not
fit that description. And any such casual
putting-aside of the details of the basic
report has no scientific justification in the
first place. If Menzel and Bluebook think
California Highway Patrolmen draw their .44's
in uneasiness over looking at a refracted
image of Capella, and misinterpret it as a
100-ft object with huge bright lights hover-
ing over the road nearby, I am afraid I cannot
share their readiness to so easily discredit

and discount reliable witnesses. When I spoke
with Carson a few months ago, I found him still
deeply impressed by this incident, over six

years after it occurred. "I've never seen any-
thing like it, before or since," he emphasized.

The northern California valley area was
the scene of a number of other very interesting
sightings in the period August 13-18, many of
which NICAP has documented and cited. In my
own checking of the Carson-Scott sighting, I
ran onto one additional interesting "hidden UFO
report" involving a sighting of a low-altitude
hovering disc with red lights, seen by a Red
Bluff physician during that same period, but
will omit details here.
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