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Case 15. Central Indiana, October 3, 1958

In the records are many (probably well
over two hundred) cases where UFOs "buzzed"
cars, and there are also several instances,
from various parts of the world, where uniden-
tified objects have passed over railroad trains
in a manner suggesting something more than ran=-
dom coincidence. One interesting example
involves a Monon Railroad freight train thqt
was repeatedly overflown by four glowing discs
during a protracted episode early on Octgber 3;
1958. I have interviewed three of the five
train crewmen, confirming details to be found
in the NICAP report and in a more complete
account by Frank Edwards, who originally inves-
tigated the sighting. It is a very involved
sighting, since the objects followed the train,
maneuvering back and forth near it for an hour
and ten minutes; hence only a sparse outline
will be given here.

The objects were first sighted a bit after
0300, well ahead of the train, crossing the
path of the southbound freight as it was near
Wasco, Indiana. Cecil Bridge, fireman, sighted
them first, and quickly pointed them out to the
engineer, Harry Eckman, and another crewman in
the cab, Morris Ott. Shortly thereafter, the
objects executed a turn and came in towards the

train obliquely, passing right overhead at a
height estimated at something like 100 feet or
so. The men in the cab had radioced the caboose
crew, and conductor Ed Robinson in the caboose
cupola told me that he was looking right down
the line of cars as the four disc-like things-
swept over the train. He estimated their
diameters as 30-40 feet. My interviews with
Eckman, Bridge, and Robinson cannot be fully
summarized because all of the maneuvers that
then unfolded would take too much space to
recount. At one time the train was switching
cars at Frankfort, Ind., and during the 10-15
minutes operation, Robinson said that the
objects seemed to have "landed" a mile or so
back up the line. He could make out sparks or
glowing lights, but not much detail. After the
train resumed motion, the objects followed them
again, and did not bréak off and leave until
the train reached the vicinity of Kirklin, Ind.
I checked carefully whether there was substance
in reports that they had been told to keep
quiet about this sighting; all three emphat~-
ically denied this. They had not been inter-
rogated by any USAF personnel about this sight-
ing. I believe I am correct in saying that no
wire-story coverage on this important case was
ever filed.
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The Monon RR UFO Incident

Between Wasco & Kirklin, Indiana

A Monon railroad train crew reported seeing a UFO in north central Indiana. It was about
3.20 A.M. on Friday October 3, 1958 (drawing date is in error).... freight train no. 91 was
enroute southbound from Monon, to Indianapolis.

In the cab of the diesel locomotive were three men -- Harry Eckman, the engineer, Cecil
Bridge, the fireman, and Morris Ott, the head brakeman. Ed Robinson, the conductor, and
Paul Sosbey, the flagman, were in the caboose. Cecil Bridge, the fireman, a former air
force man with 450 hours of heavy bomber time, begins the story as follows...

"...we had just pulled past a little spot called Wasco. There's no town there -- just a kind of
crossroads. It was there we first noticed four lights in the sky ahead of us. They were
moving lights. At first they looked like stars but we realized they weren't stars because they
were moving -- we could see that."

"They were moving in a sort of open V formation. By that I mean that there was no light at
the forward point of the flight, just the two 'wings' with two Lights in each 'wing' -- angled

off at about 45 degrees from each other. I must have spotted them first. After I had

watched them for about 15 seconds, I called them to the attention of the other men in the

cab with me. They watched the lights, too...

"About that time the lights veered west. They crossed the tracks ahead of the train -- about
a half a mile ahead of us, we estimated. They were moving pretty slowly, too, at no more
than about 50 miles an hour, four big, white, soft lights.

"Just the three of us in the engine saw the lights at this time. We were pulling 56 cars --
that's a little more than half a mile of cars -- and because of the angle at which these things
were approaching and because they were so low right then, the boys in the caboose
probably couldn't see them.

"After the lights crossed the tracks in front of us, they stopped and came back. This time
they were headed east. They shot off toward the east and were gone a few minutes - out of
sight - but when they came back and we all saw them again, I turned on the microphone.
We have radio between the engine and caboose. I told the boys in the caboose what we
were watching.

"...I talked to Robinson, (the conductor), and told him what we had seen. During the time
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we watched these things, from Wasco to Kirklin, we did a lot of talking on that radio. The
dispatcher in Lafayette could hear us, of course, but he never cut in. The boys in the

caboose got the best look at the things. Especially when they came right down over the -
whole train." |

Conductor Robinson continues the story..

"I was sitting in the cupola, looking forward over the train, when Bridge called me on the
radio. I had already noticed the four gobs of light but I couldn't make out what they were.
They were half a mile ahead of the caboose -- the whole length of the train. A little bit
after he called me the things went away and we didn't see them for a few minutes...then all
of a sudden they came back.

"This time they came down over the train, a little way in back of the engine. They were
coming toward the caboose. That is, they were going north and the train was headed
directly south.

"I'd say they were only a couple of hundred feet above the train as they came toward the
caboose. And they weren't moving very fast -- maybe 30 or 40 miles an hour. It was hard
to tell -- a fellow just doesn't notice details like that under the circumstances.

"The freight train is pretty noisy, of course, but I didn't hear any other noise, like the roar  w,
an airplane would have made. I think they were silent, or nearly silent, at least. |

"They flew over us one after the other -- big, round white things that looked about the
colour of fluorescent lights, kind of fuzzy around the edges. They didn't glare and they
didn't light up things as they went over. They just came back toward us, over the top of the
cars, one after the other. Then they went on down the tracks maybe another half a mile and
seemed to stop.

"Sosbey and I went out on the back platform where we could see them better, but they
were getting pretty far behind us. We could see their lights but I don't remember whether
they were bunched up or not. They were just there, we know that. We could see them
behind us, right over the tracks.

"Then they swung off away from the tracks and went fast -- very fast -- to the east. When
they picked up speed their light got a lot brighter. They got real bright and white -- like
stars, but a lot bigger and moving very fast."

Cecil Bridge, observing the same objects from the engine, describes what he and the
engineer and head brakeman saw.. -

"When these things shot back over to the east of us, they lit up much brighter than they



were before. They turned in line, going north or northeast and we noticed that they lit up in
sequence - the front one first, then number two, three and four. They changed course and
came back past the train. They were going in the opposite direction to us when they made
this pass. I guess they were at least a mile or two east of us when they did it. o
"They lit up twice (as described above).. First number one would light up, then number
two and so on. They did that twice as they went past us travelling in the opposite direction.
We noticed, too, that their colour changed. When they first lit up they were bright white
but when they slowed down the colour changed to a kind of yellow, then to orange when
they went real slow -- a kind of dirty orange."

The conductor, Ed Robinson, agreed with this description. He added..

"We didn't see them from the back end of the train for several minutes after they went
away to the east and turned. But the boys in the engine were still seeing them. I got back
on the radio with Bridge. He was watching them right then. They must have circled the
train and gone north of us, real low, because the next time we saw them they came rushing
up the tracks right in back of us. They were coming a lot faster this time -- a lot faster than
they had come back over the train the first time.

"They were just above the tree-tops along the right of way, and they had changed their way
of flying -- their formation. This time they were sort of flying on edge. Two of them were
on edge -- the two in the middle. The two on the outside were tilted at an angle both in the
same direction. The four of them flew like that up the tracks behind the train - a tilted one

on the east, two of them straight up and down, then the one on the west tilted just like the
one on the east. ‘

"When they first came back over the train we could see that they were round things --
circular shaped on the bottom. Then when they flew up the tracks in back of us we could
see -- Sosbey and I -- that they were about 40 feet in diameter and maybe 10 feet thick.
The two flying straight up and down were approximately over the edges of the right of way
and about 200 yards in back of the caboose. If they had been flying flat down instead of
edgewise. They would have just about have touched edges so they must have seen
somewhere around 40 feet across the bottom."

Fireman Cecil Bridge continues:

"We had flashlights in the engine and in the caboose. Up on the head end of the train -- in

the engine where 1 was --we blinked our flashlights at the things and we waved the lights.

We thought we might get them to come in closer. They did come down over the train a few
minutes later, as Robinson related, but of course, I can't say they did it because we flashed -~
the lights at them. At any rate they didn't flash any lights back at us."

Robinson continues:



"In the caboose we had a five cell sealed beam flashlight that throws a pretty good beam a
long ways. When the things came down and flew right up the tracks behind the caboose, I
grabbed that sealed beam flashlight and shined it on them. As soon as the light hit them

they jumped sideways out of the beam. When they got back over the tracks I did it it again -
and they scattered. They acted like they didn't care for that light at all.

"From the time Bridge first called us on the radio until the last time we saw them near
Kirklin (38 miles northwest of Indianapolis) it was about an hour and 10 minutes
altogether. They hung around the back end of the train but after we shined the light on
them they didn't come in close any more. While we were switching at Frankfort they
stayed away back up the tracks, just hovered there, until we moved on. Then they followed
us again. When they finally went away at K1rk11n they just zipped off to the northeast and
kept on going and we didn't see them anymore."

Source: Frank Edwards.
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