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rewster, New York, had never seen anything like it. Late
in August hundreds of people invaded the Hudson River
j
Valley town 40 miles north of New York City and
!
jammed into the Henry H. Wells Middle School. Swell! ing the crowd were reporters from wire services, small-town
i weeklies, and New York City's major newspapers, as well as tele'. vision camera crews. The occasion was a twelve-hour conference
i on unidentified flying objects, and it drew several of America's
I, leading UFOiogists, including the dean of them all: J. Allen
j Hynek, retired chairman of the astronomy department at Northwestern University, technical adviser to the movie Close
I

I

I

Encounters of the Third

1

Kind, and one of the
few scientists who take
UFOreportsseriously.
But why Brewster?
Since early in 1983,
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the surrounding regions of New York state and nearby western
1. Connecticut have reported-and a few have photographed-some
startling sights in the night skies. Beyond any doubt, most of the
, witnesses have seen something, and many are convinced that
j what they saw was unearthly, in fact extraterrestrial. Local
! newspapers have contributed to the excitement. One proclaimed
i "We Are Not Alone"; another headlined "These Things ~
l Real." A UFO telephone hotline, set up early this summer by at'; tomey and UFO buff Peter Gersten, had received more than 600
calls by mid-8eptember. Since the summer of 1983, four issues of
! the bi-monthly International UFO Reporter, a publication of
Hynek's Center for UFO Studies in Evanston, Illinois, have fea, tured long, front page stories about a mysterious "boomerangshaped UFO" making repeated visits to the skies of New York.
' EvenbeforetheBrewstermeeting(whichGerstenorganized),it
was evident that the Hudson Valley sightings were among the
. most numerous and well corroborated since Americans in large
1

I Reported lry Glenn Garelik
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NRI gives you ALL the training
you11 need to repair
ALL microcomputers.
When you've
learned the basics
the NRI way, you can
troubleshoot the entire
system-and
earn good
money doing it!
For business
owners, lost computer time means
lost money. For
customers, it usually means frustration,
delay and a strong
temptation to take a
walk to the nearest
competitor.
But for the N RI-trained computer service technician, a down
computer can mean hig her earnings or even the opportunity to
start a profitable business.
Fixing computers: fastest
growing occupation in the U.S.
Whether the flaw is in a circuit
board, a disk drive or a printer,
everybody wants it fixed fast.
The U.S. Department of Labor
recently projected that the number
of computer service jobs will double before 1995. Median earnings
of full-time computer service
technicians are $430 per week
(with much higher earnings for
experienced service persons). And
while all computer-related job
opportunities are expanding, the
computer service technician is the
fastest growing job category of all.
The trained computer technician can choose between: working
for a large corporation or an independent; making office calls or
staying in the shop; working for a
retailer or for a specialized ser.-1ice
firm-even starting his own computer repair business.
Total System Training from NRI
As an NRI graduate, you'll be
qualified to fix just about everything

that can go w rong, for any major
brand of desktop microcomputer
(and a large chunk of the aging
minicomputer population, as well).
Only a person who knows and
fully understands all the underlying
fundamentals of microcomputers
can hope to be able to tackle all
microcomputers. NRI has
-known the need for thoroughly understanding
fundamentals since 1914.
NRl's training is
hands-on training.
You get practical
experience in
writing programs
in BASIC, testing
and debugging
systems. You'll
learn how to install an
expansion board, how to
troubleshoot pesky circuit
flaws. Using N Al 's exclusive
Discovery Lab®, you'll perform
over 60 experiments. You'l I learn how
to fix the slipped disk drive and how
to fix the#@!!! @ printer.
Learn at home, in your spare time
You learn at your convenience,
at your own most com fortable pace.
Without classroom pressures,
without rigid night-school

schedules, without wasted
gasoline. Your personal NRI instructor and the N RI staff will
answer your questions, give you
guidance-even give special help
if you need it.
Computer, disk drive
and printer-a/I yours
to keep
As part of your training , you work with a
TRS-80 Model 4, a powerful microcomputer with
many of the features and
capabilities of machines costing
three times as much.
You'll install a double-density
disk drive and a dot-matrix printer.
The entire system-computer,
drive, printer and manuals-is
yours to keep, as part of your
training.
Your NRI catalog is free; send
the card today
Send the postage-paid card
now for your free 100-page catalog
from NRI. It's the first step you'll
take toward joining the
growing, exciting
world of microcomputers. (Note: if the
card has been
removed, please
write to us today and
ask for our free 100page catalog.)
Your NRI courSe lncludH th is modem 6'K RAM
mfcrocomputtr, dua~denslry disk drlvt, dot matrlr
printer . . •plus • pt0fesslon•I LCO multlmetlf, NRI
Olscorery Lib and hundreds of demons tr•Uons and

Hperlments.

If'••" yours to kHp.

Illifl

#scHOOLS

NRI School of Electronics
McGraw-Hill Continuing
Education Center
3939 Wisconsin Avenue
Washington, DC 20016

We'll give you tomorrow.
TRs-80 Is a trademark o f the Radio Shack division o l Tandy Coq).

The rumors and excitement
reached a climax in the crowded auditorium of the Brewster
middle school where, one after
another, witnesses took to the
podium to recount their experiences. Most often they reported
seeing a huge object, circular or V-shaped, bearing red, green,
and white lights, hovering noiselessly or with a slight hum, performing abrupt maneuvers, then suddenly disappearing.
One of the more . dramatic accounts came from Monique
O'Driscoll, who told the group that while she was driving home
from her mother's house one night, the voices on her CB
radio were suddenly drowned out by static and she saw some! thing approaching in the night sky. "I was not afraid of this
I thing," she said. "It started toward the headlights very slowly,
1 sailing toward me. I started to feel uncomfortable." Nonetheless,
I she followed the object as it veered away and hovered over a near! by house. "I looked at the belly of this thing. It was a dark
I grey metal, like the framework of a bridge. After a few minutes it started going away. It was really exciting and l didn't
1

i
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want it to go away-and
then, zip, it was gone."
Eugene Bauer told of a
V-shaped object about the
size of a 747 jet, with four
lights on each side and one in the middle. It was drifting over
· some high-tension wires and making a crackling sound. "Maybe
II it was gelling power from the power line," he said. "All the lights
turned from red to purple, as if it were trying to say 'Look at us,
we're here.' There was not a sound. These things are real, and
they are out there. I think the government is covering up and not
telling the public what's going on."
Another UFO encounter was described by Michael Faye, a
j commercial airline pilot, who spotted a strange flying object
, shortly after he took off from Newark Airport one night in June
and was heading north along the Hudson River. It had six or
eight lights that went out all at once as he drew near. "It was a
1
1 moonlit night and I could see," he said, "but it had disappeared."
Descriptions like Faye's were what particularly impressed
. Hynek. "Here we are in an urban area with highly educated peo-

I

!

I
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pie," he said. "IBM executives, pilots, naval officers- you don't call this type of person a liar. You'd be subject to a libel action
if you did." That theme was echoed by
Lieutenant George Lesnick of the New
Fairfield, Connecticut, police depar t ment,
who has been following reports of UFOs
for 32 years. "Something has to be going

Loose groupings of planes
became tight formations
with as little as six inches
between wing tips
on here," he said. "These reports are being made by reliable people, not by drunks.
I'm definitely a believer."
But many of the local police are not. For
two years, they have been responding to
UFO reports by reassuring callers, telling
them that what they saw were probably
lights from small aircraft. In fact, one resourceful state policeman, spotting a UFO
one night, chased it until it descended-in
the form of several small planes- at the
Stormville Airport, a 3,300-foot strip be-

20

hind an old estate house 15 miles from
Brewster. That revelation did not satisfy
most UFOiogists. Investigators from the
International UFO Reporter visited the
area and allowed that some of the sightings might indeed have really been small
planes, probably flying in formation. But
for most of the sightings, especially the
g iant boomerang, the publication insisted,
the "plane formation theory" was "completely untenable."
What particula rly impressed the UFO
Reporter team, and frightened many Hudson Valley residents, was the fact that the
UFOs often just hovered, sometimes with
a slig ht hum, sometimes noiselessly. They
made abrupt rig ht-angle turns, disappeared and reappeared suddenly in the
sky, their lights changing colors. Could
any kind of earthly aircraft duplicate
those feats? Gersten, for one, does not
think so. He claims that government documents he acquired under the Freedom of
Information Act provide "overwhelming
proof that UFOs do exist. These documents show us that the objects perform in
ways that are beyond the range of present-day technological development."
There was another explanation t hat
Gersten, Hynek, and most of those in at-

tendance at the Brewster conference
seemed unable to accept. It involved one of
t he g roups whose judgment and responsibility Hynek so greatly admires: pilots.
s DISCOVER reporter Glenn Garelik found during extensive interviews in the Hudson Valley
region, the area abounds with
amateur pilots who fly private planes out
of a number of airports, including the strip
at Stormville. Several years ago, it seems,
a few of the Stormville pilots began practicing formation flying, fi rst in daylight,
then, as their skills improved, at night. Before long, other pilots joined them, and
what began as loose groupings of planes
became tig ht formations of aircraft with
as little as six inches between wing tips.
Wasn't this a bit reckless? Perhaps, some
pilots say. But by keeping their eyes on the
navigation lights (g reen on the right wing
tip, red on the left) of adjacent planes,
communicating by radio, and obeying the
signals from a lead plane, it was easy for
them to coordinate their movements.
(Their r adio conversations have been
overheard by other pilots on the 122.8 and
122.9 megahertz aviation bands.) Also,
some pilots point out, should two planes
fl ying close together at the same speed accidentally brush wing tips, the impact
would be rather gentle, not particularly
dangerous.
..+

A
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By early 1983, when the number of
planes in the night fo rmations occasionally reached eight or nine, police switchboards in Brewster and surrounding New
York communities were jammed with
calls from people reporting UFOs. When
local newspapers began printing stories
about strange sightings and experiences,

"Well, Iguess it's got
to be a flying saucer," said
someone at Stormville.
''/don't believe in planes"
and television stations ran tapes of the
mysterious lights in the sky, the pilots
were incredulous, then amused. If people
wanted to believe in UFOs, they decided,
why not give them something to talk
about? More pilots-and not just from
Stormville-joined in, and, according to
some, the group began calling themselves

the Martians. People at Stormville began
clipping articles about the UFOs, and
posting them on the bulletin board at the
airport's operations center. Joining in the
fun, the airport snack bar began offering
"UFO burgers," a $1.75 concoction of barbequed beef, melted cheese, and "a number of unidentified flying ingredients." In
an effort to divert reporters who flocked
into the area, the pilots began a "disinformation" campaign, attributing the sightings to "those military folks over at Stewart Air Force Base," or to "some kind ofwhaddaya call it- hologram they're working on over at IBM."
Among themselves, t he Stormville people made scornful remarks about the UFO
sighters. "Hogwash," said one. "They all
ought to be in Wingdale [the site of a
nearby psychiatric hospital]." "Well, I
guess it's got to be a flying saucer," said
another. " I don't believe in planes." Indeed, the public reaction seemed to spur
them on to even more intricate maneuvers
and deceptions.
Flying Cessna 152s and other single-

I

j
..
UFO buff Peter Gersten

THE PSYCHOLOGICAL NEED FOR FLYING SAUCERS
Many people, it seems, weave from
their own experience, hopes, fears, and
deepest desires a fabric of conviction in
UFOs t hat is so strong it cannot be
ripped apart. Even in the face of solid
evidence to the contrary, they cling to
their faith in the extraterrestrial origins of unidentified flying objects.
According to the last Gallup poll on
the subject, in 1978, 57 percentofadult
Americans believed that UFOs were
real rather t han imagined. When
asked if they had ever seen an unidentified flying object, one American in ten
said yes.
Psychologists wallow in theories
about UFOs. In a little-known 1959
work called Flying Saucers, Carl
J ung, one of the founders of modern
psychoanalysis, proposed that round
objects seen in the sky are symbols of
the very important archetype of wholeness. Like the Eastern mandala (a circle divided into four or eight parts), he
said, the flying saucer represents the
order that people long for in times of
confusion, perplexity, and threats to
the existence of humanity. Th Jung
and many of his disciples, the UFO was
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a symbol, offering an illusion of hope
that the universe is meaningful, safe,
and just.
More recently, a professor
of psychology at the University of Tulsa, Warren Jones,
suggested other reasons for
the belief that extraterrestrial beings visit the earth in flying objects. One group of believers, he says, uses faith in
UFOs as a substitute religion: "We find that those
who believe really strongly
in UFOs were raised in strict
fundamentalist backgrounds
and have given up their faith. It's a substitute form of reassurance." There is
almost always a religious theme to
their UFO reports, Jones says, and
"the beings they see tend to be all-powerful, all-knowing, benevolent creatures who will protect humanity from
our own suicidal tendencies, from nuclear war."
Another, very different, group of
people who believe in UFOs, according to Jones, are those completely
immersed in science-"scientists run
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Among the light planes parked at the Stormville Airport are several used in the Martians'
night forays. At right: Menu at the airport snack bar includes a sign of the times

engine planes in tight formations, they
might all douse their exterior lights at the
same time, keeping track of each other's
positions by switching on their dim red
cockpit lights (which cannot be seen from
the ground). This would result in reports
about UFOs that suddenly disappeared
from the sky. They varied their forma·
tions, from crescents and circles to crosses
that looked from the ground like diamonds
or V's, giving rise to reports about different and sometimes startling UFO shapes.
Occasionally, the pilots might all turn

their landing lights on and fly slowly toward, say, the busy Taconic State Parkway, which runs parallel to the river. To
alarmed motorists, these oncoming bright
headlights formed the outline of a giant
UFO that seemed to be suspended in the
sky. When the Martians all turned off
their landing lights at once, the UFO suddenly disappeared, sending motorists racing toward the nearest phone booth to report their experiences to the police. And
what about the changing colors of the
UFO lights? Observers on the ground to

amuck." These well educated people
think that it makes perfectly good
sense to suppose that science and tech·
nology are more advanced elsewhere.
Says Jones, "They hope that the basic
limiting principles of science-like the
impossibility of traveling faster than
the speed of light-are discredited in
other worlds."
Sociologist William McCready, of
the National Opinion Research Center,
sees other reasons for the UFO faith.
First, he notes that "as people learn
more about space exploration, more
and more of them are saying that the
odds ar e high that there must be life
elsewhere." For these educated people, it's simply a matter of probability.
A second motivation, according to
McCready, is the ever-present and universal need for an element of fantasy in
life-the need for things that remain
forever unknown and mysterious, like
the Loch Ness monster, or the angelic
figures in Close Encounters of the
Third Kind. In addition, McCready
says, "we all have a strain toward
hopefulness; our psychology is structured so that we hope for the best. The
•
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the left of the flight might see only the red
navigation lights on the left wing tips; the
fuse lages of the planes could block the
green lights on the right wings from view.
If the formation circled back, the same observers might see a moving pattern of
green lights, but no red ones.
And what about the silent or gently
humming UFOs reported by so many people? Cessna 152s, especially, have excep-

seed of optimism is in us all, the hope
that goodness will triumph over evil,
that there are beings who are smarter
and better t han we are." He also points
to the religious nature of this senti·
ment , the hope for a utopia, a better
world somewhere.
Hopefulness about the passengers of
UFOs is reflected, says McCready, in
recent movies like Close Encounters
and E.T., in which the visitors are both
benevolent and powerful, as they were
in the 1951 movie The Day the Earth

Stood Still.
Finally, McCready points to a rat her
contrary reason for belief in UFOs.
"There is a whole segment of the population who disbelieve official denials,"
he says. "If the government says it's
not t rue, then they believe it must be
t rue. 11 This group firmly believes t hat
"the government wouldn't be denying
it if it weren't true-they are suspicious
of 'officialspeak.' 11 The paradoxical result, says McCready, is that the more
the government keeps denying the ex·
istence of UFOs, the more likely these
people will be to say that there must be
something there.

_ ...........:.._o_ =-~·-__ .,,,.__ ..~·
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tionally quiet engines; but any singleengine plane, even if directly overhead, is
barely audible from the ground when it
flies above 3,000 or 4,000 feet. And
"above five thousand feet," says one pilot,
" there's no noise at all-especially when
they're two miles away." lf the observer
happens to be upwind of a plane, says another, it may be inaudible when it is just
1,000 feet above the ground.

ASCIENTIFIC LOOK AT UFOS
Under pressure from Congress to explain t he g rowing number of UFO reports, the Air Force commissioned a
team of scientists from the University
of Colorado, led by the late physicist
Edward Condon, to study the phenomenon in 1967. Two years and $500,000
later, after its work had been reviewed
and approved by the National Academy of Sciences, the team released its
findings in the 1,465-page Scientific
Study of Unidentified Flying Objects.
Much to the dismay and anger of
flying-saucer buffs, the so-called Condon Report methodically demolished
most of their pet theories and presented rational explanations fo r many of
the famous UFO sightings.
Conceding that a few events could
not be explained (because not enough
information was available), the Colorado team attributed most sightings
to optical illusions, stars, atmospheric inversions, meteors, flocks of birds,
airplanes, balloons, and outright hoaxes. The search found absolutely no
evidence that UFOs were emissaries
of extraterrestrial civilizations. Consequently, the team concluded, there was
no scientific justification for fu rther
investigation of the phenomena. It
recommended shutting down Project
Blue Book, a unit set up by the Air
Force in 1957 to log and evaluate UFO
sightings.

The pilots were trying to
·"deceive and confuse the
public, diverting attention
away from the real UFO"
As word of the night flyers began to
spread, the UFO buffs were not amused.
Said t he UFO Reporter, "Apparently, a
number of the pi lots and the staff connected with the (Stormville] airport were deliberately doing a little leg pulling . .. but
this fo rmation fl ying cannot explain the
bulk of the March reports described in the
last issue." Gersten was incensed. The pilots, he said, were trying to "deceive and
confuse the public, diverting attention
away from the real UFO." He offered a reward of $1,000 to anyone who could identify them. In mid-September, presumably
acting on complaints about the night flyers, a Federal Aviation Administration
team paid a surprise visit to the Storm ville
strip to examine the planes parked on the
field and look for illegally rigged navigation lights or other violations. (The planes
passed muster.) Several men suspected of
being Martians began getting mysterious
telephone calls from strangers, and one
receiv.ed an outright threat.
The sudden attention has made the
Martians and their allies wary. It has
been a lot of fun, they say, but not
worth losing their licenses for an FAA infraction. Turning off navigation lights
during a night flight, for example, is illegal. Then, too, they are worried about the
possibility of violating local "criminal nuisance" ordinances or being sued by people
who have been frightened or distracted
while driving. The bulletin board at
Stormville has been cleared of its UFO
clippings. In the snack bar, a "not available" sign has bEten pasted over the
UFO-burger listing. And the number of
UFO sightings in the Hudson Valley has
dropped precipitously.
0
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Physicist Edward Condon with a model
UFOand his 1,465-page report
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Among the Condon Report 's more
notable findings:
• After analyzing a fragment of magnesium that UFO buffs said had come
from a saucer that exploded over Brazil, the scientists fou nd that it was not ,
as the believers had claimed, purer
than any magnesium ever made by
man. In fact, it contained more impurities than most commercially refined
magnesium.
• Shown a picLure of a ringlike UFO
photographed in 1957 near Fort Belvoir, Virginia, Army technicians immediately identified it as a vortex ring
formed when a mixture of diesel oil,
gasoline, and white phosphorus was
exploded by TNT at the base to simulate atomic bomb explosions.
• Night-flying UFOs with flashing
lights, unearthly maneuverability, and
extraterrestrial occupants, reported
over Colorado by 30 witnesses, turned
out to be a candle-heated hot-air balloon launched by two high school boys.
• A "claw-shaped" impression on the
dry sand of a beach- supposedly made
by a UFO, and featured in a Look magazine special issue on flying saucerswas found to have been created by
urine. "Some person or animal," the
Condon report stated, "had performed
an act of micturition there."
Apparently convinced by examples
like these, the Air Force terminated
Project Blue Book in December 1969,
putting an end to government involvement in UFO investigations.
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The hills are alive with UFO sightings. And the stories show
remarkable agreement on the details.
By Jim Motavam_ _ _ __
R. Peny Collins is a genial fellow in his
late 30s who looks pretty much like you'd
expect an aerospace engineer and sometime
high school physics teacher to look: thinning
hair, wire-rimmed glasses, cardigan sweater.
He is the very picture of the Man of Reason.
Collins is still smiling. however, when he
tells you that he had a Close Encounter with
a UFO when he was 15, and tharhe saw
another one last year over St. Vincent's
Hospital in Bridgepon. Collins is not surprised by these encounters. since he firmly
believes we are regularly visited by creatures
from another world. He's talked about it on
Channel 8, and he's taught a college course
on the subject.
With two other investigators, high school
science teacher Phillip Imbrogno and Fair·
field Police Lieutenant George Lesnick, Collins is devoting considerable amounts of his
. time pursuing a tantalizing will o • the wisp:
_ } the s~led '"Westchester Wing ...
- · Since the spring of 1983. the investigators
say. Fairfield and Westchester counties have
been host to one of the largest waves of UFO

sightings in history. An estimated 30.000
people claim to have seen an extremely large,
dearly structured, triangular craft. lit by a
series of colored lights, in the night sky. It is
most often described as a huge V-shaped fly-

"I was one tf about 50
people who saw n.that
night. I was so knocked
out that I didn't even
think of grabbing a
camera. Once I saw

I knew

n wasn't

n,

anything I could explain:'

.

overflew my residence (in Bridgeport), 1be
idea that it had been constructed by our current technology was one I abandoned
altogether~''

••••••••

Advocate: WMn was the ..Wutchester
Wing .. first seen? ·
·
Collins: It was first reported in the papers
March 24, 1983. The previous night there
were several hundred people near and around
Yorktown, NY who saw this thing c111ising
low over the town, making no sound. It included police officers, professional engineers,
pilots-they were very good witnesses, and_
their descriptions of what they· d seen were
very similar. Several guys told their kids and
wives to go down in the basement, locked the
doors, and got guns out, because they were
afraid. George Lesnick said the people were
so spooked that it was almost like War of the
Worlds.
·.""
After that first repon from Yorktown. it
staned bitting this area as often as twice a
week. A lot of people saw it. In West~hes~r
it was centered in the Mahopac area; m Fairfield County it was the Sandy Hook pan of
Newtown.

1bere was one woman in Sandy Hook who
told me she saw something very big, with
lights on it, in the open field across from
her. She didn't know what it was but it was
making her dog very upset (a common
characteristic of UFOs). She called the
police, but the dispatcher thought she was a
loony and hung up on her. Finally. she went
·outside and staned flipping her porch lights
on and off. She says this thing suddenly
spun, went upwards, with sparks coming off
of it.
·
We went out there later and found there
was a large underground cable in the field.
The speculation was that it was somehow getting power from it-UFOs are often seen
around both elevated and underground power
lines. This was one of the earliest sightings.
One of the latest was in Goshen-the lady
claims that it hovered over her car and
changed shape as she watched it-from a
horseshoe-shape to a V-shape. Whatever it is.
iJ displays· vari~blc lighting. it's huge. and
it"s not something we're doing.
Has it ner ~~n s~en to land?
Only in that Sandy Hook case. Most of the
time it's said to cruise slowly at an .altitude
of less than 1,000 feet. It's also been known
to make abrupt maneuvers-sideways. up.
down.
.,•• ,.,
;

ing wing.
COilins says his work has shown .. clear
evidence of an aerial craft approximately
three times as large as the largest-known aircraft, displaying characteristics beyond our
current level of technology.·• He also says
he's found '"indications of a well-planned and
executed cover-up and coven investigation by
federal agencies using FBI operatives and
other federal agency personnel.··
II might be easy to dismiss CoJlins· assertions as paranoid rambling were it not for the
frequency and unanimity of reports on the
object, which has been spotted in a wide arc
from Pennsylvania to Maine, but is most frequently sighted in Westchester and Fairfield
counties.
Tbe ..official .. explanation for the flying
wing is that it is a group of light aircraft flying in fonnation from Stonnville Airpon in
New York State. The idea is dismissed by
Collins and many other witnesses. ''After
August 21, 1983, when the object circled and

My fim response was that it must be some

new kind of military aircraft. Maybe
somebody was cruising around in a hang
glider or something and trying to get a reaction from the public. But then the repons
began to get too bizarre-the thing made
right-angle turns too quickly. And then I saw
it myself. by sheer accident. About 10:30 at
night on August 21 of "83. It was breathtaking, maybe 800. to 900 feet across. I was one
of about 50 people that saw it that night. I .
was so knocked out that I didn't even think
of grabbing a camera. Once I saw it I knew
it wasn't anything I could explain. For one
thing it moved sideways. and back again. and
then down the street. It was moving so slowly that if it had been an air foil it wouldn't
have been able to bold itself up-Jess than
five miles an hour.
There were five or six people in my area
who saw it. That night it was first seen over
East Haven. then New Haven. then police
reports staned coming in from Orange and
W~ Haven. Then in Bridgcpon near the
shore ar.d by the Sikorsky pli:nt in Stratford.
It was seen over St. Vincent's Hospital arid
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spring of 1983 to the sun::ier and fall of 1984, the

counties of Westchester, New York and Fairfield, Connecticut have
been the focus of one of the largest UFO uaves in history.
estil:l~ted

An

)0 1 000 individuals in these areas hsve witnessed an

extremely large, clearly structured,

t~iancular

object

silently at altitudes of less than one thousand feet.
often described as a huge "V"-shapecl flying rring.

cruisin~

It is most

Sioul te.neously,

groups of unide!ltified. pilots ha.ve been flying light aircraft in
V

for~~tions,

agents

as~~ing

Several

~ont~s

police

depart~ents

have been visited by federal

for "ha!lG glider" ana. "light: aircraft11 explanations.
after the becinninc of these overflights, a popular

television series becan.

The show is called "V" and portrays

invaders from the stars, disguised as hu:'?lans, who, in
alien

re~tiles

coincidence?
why hasn't the

bent on conquerinc the world.
If more
~edia

t~1an

realit~r

are

Ce.n all this be

30, OJ~ people have seen this thing,

been more interested? Why are federal agents

covertly investigating and attempting to censor reports of these
overflights? During a period in history when unidentified aircraft are ra?idly detected, intercepted and even shot down, why
has this object not been challenged?
On August 21st, 1983 I personally witnessed the object.

I

grew up in the Air Force and now work as e.n aerospace engineer.
~'/hat

I saw was not an aircraft or group of light planes.

an in-depth investigation of the phenomenon the next day.
to August 21st, I had followed

re~orts

I began
Prior

of the object and spoken

with several investigators who \1ere attempting to determine its
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real nature.

Now I began investigating the reports myself.

I

interviewed witnesses, spoke with local police officers and conferred
with other investigators and with interested journalists.

I found

clear evidence of the existence of an aerial craft approximately
three times as large as the largest known aircraft which displays
characteristics beyond our current level of technology.

I also

found indications of a well planned and executed coverup and
covert investigation by federal agencies using FBI operatives and
other fe~eral agency personnel.
The object was first noticed on I·.'.iarch 24th, 198) when residents
of Yorktown, Nevi Castle, Ut. Kisco and other nearby towns in New
York reported it cruising slowly at low altitude.

From that date

to the present (last confirmed sighting Dec. 26th, 1984) the unknown object has been

re~orted

over Westchester, Putnam, Rockland

and Duchess counties in Het·,' York and over Fairfield county in
Connecticut.

Professional investigators have interviewed more

than 20:JO zti tnesses, more than seventy media articles have appe2red
(primarily in local newspapers), and photographs and video tapes
have recorded the presence of the "V"-shaped UFO.
officers hcwe seen it.

l'hese ssne officers have reported atte:ipts

by their police chiefs to censor their statements.

of this

pteno~enon

police

l~u:nerous

Investige.tors

have been covertly watched and subjected to

spurious interviews by FBI agents. All of this is documented; here,
in the media, in the logs of

i~vestigators,

the tapes of witness

accounts and signed statements by police officers.
~.'hat

~7 e

is really ha:;:pening?

.Before we can attempt any analysis

must take a lonG, hard look at the information available.

men have been O)St active in investigating these

re~orts:

George Lesnick of the Fairfield, Connecticut police

Three

Lt.

de,~rtne~t,

Phillip Imbrogno of Greenwich, Connecticut, an astronomer and
science teacher, and myself.
active

Phil and George have been the most

i:n interviewing witnesses and relaying information to the

Center for UFO Studies in Illinois.

~e

head of CUFOS and dean

of UFO research, J. Allen Hynek, has personall7 visited the area
several times.

He acknowledges this activity to be "one of the

largest UFO waves in history".
We cannot deal directly with the object, examine it and
determine exactly what it is or where it is from.

We can examine

witness reports, drawings and photographs of the object.

We can

examine the reaction of the media, of local police and of federal
agencies such as the FAA, the ANG (Air National Guard) and the
FBI.
Thousands of witness reports are on record.

Drawings, photo-

graphs and reports of aircraft encounters are also available. The
extensive media coverage is listed at the end of this article. The
object has been seen primarily over the Westchester/Fairfield area
but there are reports from Pennsylvania to Maine of a UFO with
similar characteristics.

There are also scattered reports of this

type of UFO seen during 1980, 1981 and 1982.

The focus, however,

seems to be 1983 and 1984 over New York and Connecticut.
The first widely read media article to comment on this object
was printed in the Port Chester (New York) Daily Item.
Claim 12

~ ~

Hundreds

lllQ was the headline and, indeed, hundreds of

reports of a large, "V"-shaped UFO with multicolored lights were
recieved by the police departments of Yorktown, Mt. Kisco, Carmel
and nearby areas.

this was on Thursday night,

March 24, 1983.

Police officers in these towns also reported seeing it.

Exactly

one week earlier, on March 17th, residents of Kent, N.Y. and
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motorists on highway I-84 had reported an identical UFO.
The object was seen again the following night, and again the
night after.

Now the witnesses numbered in the thousands.

newspapers began picking up the story.

Other

Again the object appeared

on several nights in early April, this time in the area of Danbury,
Connecticut.

The Danbury News-Times picked up the story.

file

Sunday, April 17th edition of the New York Times carried a lensthy
article about the activity.

The name Philip Imbrogno was seen

often and rightly so; Phil was the most authoritative expert
in the area. A Viet-Nam veteran who saved many lives with his skill

as a medical corpsman, he is a high school science teacher and a
graduate astronomer.Phil is a man of many talents, an exacting
and

precise intelligence and almost limitless energy.

He began

pursuing the mystery of this UFO and, with the aid of Lt. Lesnick,

an experienced professional investigator, gathered reams of data.
Verbal reports on tape, written and signed reports, occasional
photographs, drawings, maps of flight routes and computer evaluations
of patterns began accumulating as George and Phil continued their·
investigations.

Obligingly, the UFO continued to appear.

Other

aspects of the situation also began to appear.
It was clear to Phil and George and to most of the witnesses
that what was being seen was not an aircraft or group of aircraft.
fhe object hovered, made little or no noise, performed unusual and
abrupt turns, rotated on its own axis and displayed extremely rapid
accelerations and decelerations.

Often it was reported to blink

off its lights, seeming to disappear, only to reappear seconds
later, lights blazing, in a removed quadrant of the evening

1k7 miles away. Yet official explanations began to proliferate.
First it was hang gliders, then ultralights.

~hese

explanations
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were shown to be inadequate.

Such aircraft would be hard pressed

to stay aloft with several extra flashlights, never mind six to
twenty bright, glowing lights. other explanations came to the fore.
Light aircraft in formation became the byword of authorities.and
explainers.

It was at this time, more than two months after the

beginning of the sightings, that attention became focused upon a
group of pilots flying out of Stormville airport in New York.
These pilots flew close formations, most often in "V" or wedgeshaped patterns.

And here the perfect explanation was fowid.

Reality, however, was more complex.

Lt. Lesnick uncovered

definite evidence of censorship attempts directed towards witnesses
who were police officers.

These officers stated that the police

chiefs of their departments had been visited by federal agents
and that they had then been instructed to explain the UFOs as
aircraft activity.

The officers were indignant about this, for

they were convinced that what they saw was )121 aircraft activity.
The Stormville pilots were evasive and would not talk to investigators
or reporters. Several times they avoided state and local police
waiting in their cruisers at the landing strip by diverting to
other airports.

More was going on than met the eye.

Throughout the sum:ner and into the late fall of 1983 the "V"
shaped object continued to be seen.
less often.

Media articles appeared, but

I found myself drawn by the activity, and spoke several

times with George and Phil.

They greatly impressed me.

were very professional UFO investigators.

These men

Compared to them, I was

a hobbyist.
At the beginning of this wave of activity I began a log of all
information coming my way that might pertain to this "ob3ect".
first guess was that it was some new type of military aircraft,

My
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being displayed in a strange attempt to gage public reaction to
UFOs.

After several talks with witnesses and aerospace engineers,

thia idea began to seem untenable •. After August 21st, when the
ob3ect circled and overflew my residence, the idea that it had
been constructed by our present technology was one I abandoned
altogether.

cm August 21st, 1983, I watched the ob3ect at close range for
several minutes.

fhat same night witnesses reported it over Bew

Haven, lest Haven, Bridgeport, Monroe and Stratford, Connecticut.
On

September 23rd, 198,, the object was seen over lewtown, Sandy

Book and along highway I-84 in Connecticut.

le shall examine

these two nights in depth as an expanded reference to the larger
range of reported incidents.

In this way we may find some tentative

answers or at least some closer descriptions of its appearances
and activities.
It is important that we draw no conclusions unless warranted
by the data available.

not seen them.

UFOs are unreal to most of us.

We see only the reports.

have seen this UFO, it suddenly
to various interpretations.

~~omes

We have

For those people who
a reality which 1s open

It seems to be unexplainable.

Explanations, especially for those not directly exposed to the
phenomenon, leap forth.

I saw it.

I have a clear grasp of what

I saw and how it interacted with me.

I have also interviewed

oloaely many of the witnesses of August 21st and September 23rd.
ret I have no idea what it actually is - I can only report on
how it appeared and what it did.

What it actually is will remain,

tor the most part, unknown until it lands or openly displays itself
1n daylight.

'fitnesses agree, no matter who or what may be aloft, that the
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object they saw was ng! a formation of light planes.
{

Many witnesses

have seen both the object and a group of light aircraft in formation
over their areas (not at the same time).

These witnesses, some of

them pilots themselves, agree that there is no confusing the two.
!l'he object is

hY£!, displays multicolored lights (which change color

and intensity), flies below 1000 feet, hovers, moves at very low

speeds, turns on its own a.xis, accelerates very rapidly, casts
unusual beams to the ground and interacts with witnesses as if it
were aware of the witness participation in its appearance.

Most

formations of light planes, in fact all such formations of aircraft,
cannot do these things.
Let us get closer.

Let's look at the nights of August 21st

and September 23rd, 1983.
August

2l~t.

1983:

At approximately 10:'0 P.M. on the evening of August 21st, 1983,
an unusual flying object with multicolored lights was

r~ported

Louis Coveyduck at Tweed-New Haven Airport, Connecticut.

to

The first

calls came in from the Foxon/East Haven area, followed by calls from
Kew Haven and then West Haven.

Six witnesses reported more than

unusual lights; their reports were of a huge lighted object seen at
close range.

1'Wo·men, Shawn Fricker and. John Trendine, both from

West Haven, reported seeing the object hovering low over the Yale
Bowl stadium, just outside of

~ew

Haven.

Security guards Jose

Velasquez and Kenneth Rayon saw it directly over the Jackson
Newspaper building.

Police also recieved calls from numerous

individuals such as Robert McBride, his wife and neighbors on
Washington Avenue in

~ew

Haven.

fhey consistently reported an

extremely large, low flying object seemingly studded with multicolored lights.
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At 10:40 P.M., three women reported a low flying, V-shaped
(

object near Seaside Park in

.Brid~eport.

These witnesses became

somewhat agitated as the large display of lights seemed to follow
them from the shore and through Bridgeport towards the North End
of town.

At 10:45 P.M., Robert Collins (your author) saw a set

of tmusual lights low over the North End near St. Vincent's
Hospital.

As he watched, they seemed to be drifting slowly and

then blinked out.

Not really believing what he saw, and attempt-

ing to explain it to himself mentally, Collins moved to a window
facing west, over Main Street.
reappeared.

As he looked out, the lights

They were statio?ary now, and much closer.

There

were three widely spaced lights, approximately four city blocks
away, about two or three hundred feet over the rooftops.

Collins

was on the third floor of a house on French Street.
As he watched, Collins became convinced that the lights were
unusual and that what he was seeing was a UFO.

The lights, colored

red, green and blue, began changing. The green blinked out, then
back on, then they all went out.
north facing window.

At this point he moved to the

Upon looking out and up, he witnessed a huge

display of wing shaped colored lights, moving silently and slowly
eastward between.him and the hospital.

The hospital sits on a

hill approximately half a mile away and a quarter of a mile up from
his residence.

Collins, a quality control engineer by trade,

computed the dimensions of the lights to be at least 500 feet
across and 300 feet long.

He immediately called Lt. Lesnick and

then went outdoors in an attempt to see the object again.

Security

guard Lopes of Sikorsky Field in Stratford reported that a very
excited motorist·had driven into the airport at approximately 10:55
P.11. to report having seen "a huge UFO" over route 25 shortly
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before.

The motorist would have been seeing the object at the same

time and in the same area as Collins.
At 11:06 P.M., the Monroe Police Department recieved a call
from an electrical engineer living near a new golf course in the
town.

The engineer reported a set of unusual colored lights hovering

over and behind his house.

At 11:10 P.M., the Monroe police recieved

another call from a man living less than three hundred yards from
the engineer.

Lee Lent, his wife and his eldest son all saw a very

large, "V" shaped group of lights hovering at less than two hundred
feet in front of their house.

1'he lights, "blue, green and almost

a pink color", hovered and then began moving directly overhead
towards the open fields of the golf course.

Mr. Lent works as a

financial director of a successful company and has often travelled
by air, many times in light aircraft.
emphatically.

"This was no plane", he stated

He and his family had watched it hovering silently

for approximately five minutes before it began moving silently over
his house.

Shortly after this another Monroe resident and her teen-

aged daughter saw the same object moving slowly over their house back
towards Bridgeport.
At 11:45 P.M. Collins returned to his house and called the
Bridgeport Police »epartment to report the UFO.

At 11:50 P.M. a

young woman in the vicinity of the General Electric plant near Boston
and Seaview Avenues called the Bridgeport police to say that she and
several friends were watching a huge lighted object moving and hovering in the sky.

Immediately afterwards, at 11:55 P.M., Stratford

police recieved a call from Cliff Robertson, 58, who stated that he,
his wife and several others were watching a "huge cluster of lights"
in the air over Conners Lane near Huntington Road, in Stratford.

!racing the reports, we see that a huge, well-lighted, seemingly

10
"V" shaped object was seen first over East Haven, then New Haven,
then West Haven, then Bridgeport, then Monroe, back over Bridgeport
and onto Stratford.

!rhe sightings occurred sequential.17 from

approximately 10:30 P.M. to 11:50 P.M.

The

f~ight

sistent line over the closely clustered towns.

path is a con-

There can be no

doubt something was there.
Phil Imbrogno has gathered many examples of this type of incident
in

1983 and 1984 over Dutchess, Putnam and Westchester counties of

New Iork.

At times of peak frequency, reports of this type of over-

flight occurred more than twice a week.

George Lesnick has made

inquiries at local police departments in these counties.
spoken to police officers who saw the object.

He has

As stated, the New

York State Police and local police chiefs at first attempted to
officially explain the sightings as "ultra-light" aircraft.
41

More

recently the official explanations have stated that the sightings
were due to a formation of light planes coming out of Stormville
Airport in New York.

An FAA inquiry was initiated and it came to

light that a group of pilots, flying light aircraft, had often flown
over the same areas in close formations.

The light planes have

appeared flying at both high and low altitudes several times, and
many people, including police officers, have seen both the planes
and the
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UF0 11 and report that there was no confusing the two.

As

early as April 23, 1983, both Phil Imbrogno and myself recieved
reports of "very low-flying Cessnas" from a police officer and from

an amateur astronomer in the New Fairfield, Connecticut area.

This

formation of planes was readily identified as such by both witnesses
and was not referred to as a

11

UF0 11 •

Suprisingly, local police officers (who have witnessed the UFO
themselves) claim, somewhat angrily, that their superiors have

ll

instructed them to say it was an aircraft or ultralight.

Some

officers report that their chiefs ·have been approached by federal
authorities who are attempting to "keep a lid" on the unusual
activity.

Investigations into the identities and motivations of

the "formation flying" pilots have been clouded with deception,
but one salient fact has emerged:
until after the UFO reports of

these flights were never noticed

K~ch

and April, 1983.

fbe charact-

eristics of those UFO reports could not be duplicated by any aircraft
formation. Either the pilots are hoaxers trying to imitate the reported UFO or they are part of a well concieved plan to present a
"rational" explanation for the unusual activity.
Such an explanation would keep the public calm in the face of
the unknown.

It would give defense analysts some breathing room.

UFOs have caused profound alarm at higher levels of military
(

intelligence centers.

They have interfered with the operation of

long range ballistic missile
military bases.
attempted.

emplace~ents.

They have landed near

Numerous unsuccessful interceptions have been

These facts are very well documented in two books

published by Prentice-Ball Inc. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 07632):
Casebook of a UFO Investigator by Raymond Fowler and Clear Intent
by Larry Fawcett and Barry Greenwood. A study of these two books
could give you the beginnings of an understanding of the UFO
phenomenon.

The conclusion to this article will point you in

that direction.
September 23rd, 1983:
At about 11:00 P.M. on the night of September 23rd, 1983, three
girls and

t~e

high school.

mother of one left a dance at the Sandy Book, Connecticut
As

they proceeded thru Sandy Hook and onto the Highway

I-84 overpass, one of the girls saw a "UFO" almost directly over
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Sandy Hook.

Excitedly, she told the others, while watching it from

the rear window of the car.
too, saw the object.

fbey began making fun of her until they,

The mother, driving the car, turned left onto

Walnut Tree Hill Road, after the overpass.

Suddenly they all began

seeing the object off to their right, between the trees along the
road.

The mother stopped the car, but refused to allow the girls to

get out.

All four watched as the object silently flew almost direct-

ly overhead and back towards I-84.

All agreed that it appeared to

be very large, kite-like, with four steady, glowing lights - two
red, two blue.

The "leading point" of the object in flight was a

red light, the two "tips" were blue and the "tail" was red.
were steady and did not blink.

They

The lights were described as "too

close together to be several planes in formation, but too far apart
to be one single plane."
\.

As the object moved over to the left side

of the car, the trailing red light went out.
that the object was now over Highway I-84.

The witnesses estimate
It now appeared as a

large triangle, with a red light at the apex and two blue lights at
the "wingtips".

The blue lights then went out, followed by the

disappearance of the leading red light.
At approximately this time, a woman graduate student of the
University of

Conn~cticut,

driving on I-84.

33 years old, saw the object as she was

She reported three unusual lights - a red and two

blues - to the Newtown Police

~apartment.

She hurriedly exited near

the Grand Union store and as she did, she noticed the two blue lights
going out and then the red light also going out.
thing" had disappeared.

She felt as if "the

She noticed other people on the road slow-

ing down, as if also watching it, and talked with another woman at
the supermarket who had also seen "it".

The police dispatcher from

nearby Newtown told her that there had been two sightings of a large
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unknown object in the past two weeks, but to relax because whatever
it was, the FAA was tracking it.
Barbara Allen, a resident of Sandy Hook, her daughter and her
son also saw the object at approximately the same time, while Eastbound
on I-84

in

the same area.

The daughter, bright for her eleven years,

wrote a most cogent report:
"I was thinking about falling asleep.

Then I saw a bright light

above a hill and I thought it was a radar tower.

As we drove

along, it was going along the same way we were and it was very
~

big or at least bigger than a large plane.
10 and stopped to look at it.

It was a triangular shape and

had one red light and two blue lights.
the lights seemed to fade away.

We got off at Exit

As we were watching it,

I know they (it) didn't go

behind a cloud because it was a totally clear night."
The daughter, the son and the mother all agreed that what they saw
was unusual and that it was unlike anything they had seen before.
After stopping at the bottom of exit ten, they watched as it hovered
over them briefly and then moved slowly away.

Barbara talked for

a minute with a teenager standing on the opposite side of the road,
who had also seen "it".
The last report from the Sandy Hook area that night comes from
a self employed construction worker, a muscular young man who, at
age 28, runs his own concrete business and has built his own home.
Paul Valliquette of Meriden, Connecticut was on his way home from

a job when

he saw it.

Without fear, but with a lot of curiosity,

Paul stopped his truck on I-84, got out and proceeded to get a very
good look at the object at close range, with its lights on and after
they went off. He gave a very concise report of ah extremely large,
metallic object.

Using hand widths and angular measurements (he
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saw it hovering in front of a nearby hill), the dimensions of the
object were computed to be approximately 80J feet across, 500 feet
long, and approximately 50 to 100 feet in thickness.

This seems

ludicrously large, but almost every witness reports similar dimensions.
"As large as a football field 11 is a common comparison.
the huge object for about five minutes.

Paul watched

It had doused its lights,

but in the moonlight he could see a "huge, grey, metallic object".
Suddenly its lights came back on and it "moved very swiftly" to the
west at the same low altitude.

Paul states: "On a soft arc, it lifted

up towards the stars and became the size of a pin head in a matter of
five to ten seconds".

The acceleration was abrupt, extremely rapid,

and silent. It stopped abruptly, seemingly miles away, at about
sixty degrees above the horizon over the area of Ridgefield, Ct. At
this point, Paul percieved it to be much like a star, giving off
multicolored lights.
The reports from each of the two nights are not isolated to the
witnesses mentioned.

Media articles appeared in the Bridgeport Post

of August 22, 1983; the Meridan Record Journal of August 24 and in
the New Haven Journal Courier of August 23. Again in September, reports
appeared in the New Haven Register on the 24th and in the Newtown Bee
on the 30th.

PoliQe departments recieved numerous calls about the

object in all the towns mentioned.

It is estimated that there were

several hundred witness in August and somewhat less in September.
These two nights are typical of many.

Phillip Imbrogno, the

most persistent and perhaps most experienced investigator, has looked
thoroughly into numerous sets of similar reports over Westchester,
Putnam and Duchess counties in New York.

The record of his invest-

igations, along with photographs, taped testimony and police officer
observations checked by Lt. Lesnick, leaves little room for "conventional
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explanations".

These records are on file with J. Allen Hynek

of the Center for UFO Studies. Hynek himself has made several
visits to the area to confer and personally interview witnesses with
George and Phil.
My own investigations into the object's appearances included
interviewing more than fifty witnesses, obtaining taped and written
testimony, drawings and other records of reports.

I met several

times with Phil Imbrogno and George Lesnick and consulted with
other investigators and journalists in gathering and comparing
information.

I also consulted several aerospace and astronautical

engineers well established in their fields.

They agreed, after

reviewing the reports, that those describing a large, low flying,
structured object could not be explained by aircraft activity.

One

suggestion was that the object might be a very large parawing
surveillance craft, powered by newly developed brushless DC electric
motors.

Although attractive, this proposal had several serious

drawbacks.

Such craft are still in the experimental stage and are

being developed solely for the military.

What would they be doing

cruising low over the affluent suburbs of Westchester and

Fairfield~

Such surviellance drones are designed to be unobtrusive and cannot
duplicate many of ·the reported manoeuvers of the "Westchester Wing".
Surveillance aircraft used at low altitudes would be much smaller
than the reported UFO.

The general consensus was that a structured

aircraft of the reported size and characteristics of the "Westchester
Wing'' is beyond our present technology.

Other aspects of the situation surfaced. On three separate
occasions I encountered direct evidence of covert FBI interest in
investigations into the sightings.

One evening I found myself

being interviewed by a person representing herself to be a MUFON
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investigator (llUFON is a UFO group from Texas).

While we spoke,

an FBI agent was sitting at the next table, listening intently.
This was verified by local police officers who had an ongoing
interest in the investigations and in the presence of the agent,
as he had not officially notified them of his presence and intent.
Other agents were identified through license plate checks.

The

shadow cast by the presence of federal agencies interested in the
UFO phenomenon has definate outlines, although the complete image
is still unknown.
To summerize, we may state that many thouse.nds of individuals
in the New York/ Connecticut area have been witness to an unusual

aerial object in 1983 and 1984.

The object is consistently

described as extremely large, structured, "V"-shaped, silent and
flying slowly at low altitudes.

It also has been seen to accelerate

"vecy, very quickly", to rotate on its axis in flight, make abrupt
right-angle turns, hover motionlessly and display variable lighting
as well as "searchlight-like" beams extending to the ground.

With-

in one month of the beginning of these reports, pilots began flying·

light aircraft out of Stormville and other small airports in V-shaped
formations over the same areas.

They refused to identify themselves

to investigators and several times avoided state and local police
waiting for them by diverting to other airports.

Investigations

into their identities, led by lawyer Peter Gersten, have linked them
with the CIA.

Several researchers experienced covert attempts to

follow and falsely interview them.

Investigations into this activity

showed these attempts to be the actions of FBI employees.

Numerous

police officers, themselves witnesses of the unknown object, reported attempted censorship by superiors.

They also reported, in several

separate townships, approaches to police chiefs by federal agents
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attempting to cover up and explain away reports.
What are we experiencing? At this point we can only say that
we are witnessing what appears to be a veey large, structured vehicle
which flies low over populated areas, displaying unusual lights
almost as if to attract attention to itself. What it is, where it's
from and who is behind its activities are all entirely unknown.
Someone seems to be trying to get our attention.

Once attending,

we find ourselves even further entranced with the implications of
its appearance.

We need to clearly separate what we know from what

we may imagine.

UFOs have somehow managed to attract low levels

of attention for years.

For some reason, this wave of activity

seems to be more open and intense.

fhere is evidence that, at

least during this wave of activity, federal intelligence agencies
(_

have been active in covertly investigating and attempting diversion-

ars

explanations for the unknown object and its activities.
Too many witnesses have seen the object for it to be explained

away as "ultralight aircraft".
and aeronautical

engineer~,

Too many witnesses, themselves pilots

have seen the unknown object display

characteristics completely beyond the capabilities of "light aircraft
formations".

Whether one chooses to "believe" the explanations or

to "believe in" UFOs is no longer a cogent approach.
"believe in" helicopters.
the

evidence,

as

showing

One does not

One can only accept the evidence, all of
UFO

activity on a suprisingly consistent

and prolonged basis in 1983 and 1984 over the New York/ Connecticut
area.
We cannot define completely the nature of this activity.
{

can, however, closely examine the evidence gathered.

We

Thanks to the

efforts of Phillip Imbrogno, George Lesnick and others, that evidence
is considerable.

Using what we know are verified reports, we can
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make some reasonable statements and deductions about it.

It seems

clear that an unknown agency is displaying what we call a UFO to
numerous individuals in the New· York/ Connecticut area.

i'he displays

are consistent and attention seeking; the object turns its lights
on and off.
itself.

If it did not want to be seen, it would not illuminate

The object is seen only at night and displays no clearly

detectable purpose except to fly low over relatively affluent areas
and to demonstrate unusually high performance flight characteristics.
The object is huge: one witness, Mr. Valliquette, compared it to
the size of three jumbo jet 747 aircraft lined up in a row.
The extreme size of the object and its unusual and unbelievable
flight characteristics invite us to be in awe of its presence.

At

the same time, it does not openly display itself in daylight or land
on the town green; we are not abruptly shocked by its presence.

Rather

we are gently introduced, over a period of many months, to the reality
of its existence.
The UFO phenomenon has been following this modus operandi for
many years.

In New England the manifestations of this UFO show a

greater frequency, a greater consistency and a greater duration than
previous UFO waves.

We might deduce that the UFO phenomenon is

accelerating its program.
~ ~

nhenomengp coµld

~

We might consider that
J.l!§.1 A§.

~

reaction 1g,

importa,nt A§. our realization ,gl

ii§. actual nature.
Minuteman missile systems have had their command and control
computer systems crashed by the appearances of UFOs.

UFOs have

effortlessly destroyed antiaircraft missiles launched at them over
Korea, over Belgium, over Moscow.

Jet fighters launched from Cuba,

the United States and the Soviet Union have been lost in interception
attempts.

All electromagnetic communications and radar have been
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totally jamned at military bases for hours during UFO appearances.
UFOs have closely overflown and landed near military bases throughout the world.

At the same time UFOs have made appearances to

isolated individuals and have overflown towns and cities without
displaying hostility.
We are being slowly and gently introduced to a superior
culture which will not allow nuclear conflict on our planet.
Our adolescence is over.

It may be that we shall resolve our

international differances and go on to eventual open and peaceful
contact.

It may also happen that we attempt nuclear conflict.

Such an attempt could be stopped by the UFO agency; it has shown
the capability for intervention.

An intervention on this scale

would be a tremendous shock to humanity.

The Westchester overflights,

the Exeter sightings of the last decade, the reports of UFO
appearances in the past thirty eight years may be designed to cushion
that shock.

(

Samples of
Witness Drawings
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by Philip J. lmborgno
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sharp and well·defined, the
edge oward the triangular central hole
were camber. The equilateral triangle was
gray, perfectly smooth, with no rivets, doo
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It was totally silent
The object flew with one s·
forward
(against all aerodynamic princ·
) and had
on that side six very larg
nd blinding
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ite of its size
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ability and was able t
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instantaneously.
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This is

gain I told Jeff I wasn't going to talk
im. Then ...
Radar Control: 42 Yankee. Could you
tell me any more about that flying mangle
you were talking about?
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with six white lights on the front ••• wait a
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ontroller in Washingd and said a United
st reported the same
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42 Yankee. Roger.
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to talk to him, and told
gry. Again .. .

. comment: Attempts to locate the
two pilots have failed and so this
ains a one·witness case. We have gone
ainst our general principle of not including single-witness cases because Dr.
Smith's and my long interviews, together
and separately, have left no doubt in our
minds that this event had been a very real
and a very traumatic experience in the
flight career of Charlie Little. We admit it
reads like scie
· n, but then, so do
many oth
unts. Its science
fiction
ened by the fact
that
n, based on the
the Charlie Little
the United Airlines
f some 4,000 miles
th were sightings of
r:J be simpler just to dismiss cases Ii this as being "beyond belief' but WO a it be scientifically responsible to do o? We think not.
D

f uer the March 24, 1983, flap we
thought we had seen the last of the mysteri·
ous visitor reported in the skies over
southern New York and southwestern Connecticut Thus I was surprised when on
June 14, 1984, I received a call from Peter
Gersten, of Peekskill, N.Y., reporting new
multiple sightings by independent witnesses.
What they reported, once again, was a large
V-shaped formation of up to 20 multicol·
ored lights.
These sightings occurred between the
end of May and about June 25, with the
bulk on May 31, June 11 and June 14. Mr.
Gersten and I together searched for wit·
nesses and between the two of us received
well over 90 reports.
The majority of the sightings came
from the middle of Westchester county, but
some also came from Fishkill, N.Y., in Put·
nam county. They described a large forma·
tion of lights, flashing from red to white to
blue to green, with a dark mass behind the
lights. The formation was reported to hover
and to make either no sound or, at times, a
faint, low-pitched hum. The lights were
always in a V-formation, with the distance
between the lights remaining constant even
as the object turned. The sightings de·
manded investigation, particularly because
of their similarity to those of 1983. So with
the help of field investigators Chris Clark
and George Lesnick, an investigation was
begun. This time we had the assistance of
MUFON member Lee O'Conner, of Dan·
bury, Conn.
On May 31, 25 witnesses contacted us
from the towns of Yorktown, Hawthorne,
Bedford and Peekskill and an additional to
excellent sighting reports came from Fish·
kill. Space will permit us to focus only on
several accounts from first-rate witnesses.

May 31, 1984, 8: 15 P.M.
John Burdett, a corporate executive for
IBM with a B.S. in computer science, and
his family were out on their deck, which
overlooks the northern section of the sky in
Hawthorne. Looking northward, they noticed
approaching them a bright string of white
lights, low on the horizon. At first they
thought it was a large jet, perhaps a 747, in
trouble.
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The night was very clear, and at about
3 AM. they were flying at 8,000 feet over
the ocean and approaching the airway inter·
section known as Starfish, halfway between
Jacksonville and Charleston. The plane was
in radar and radio contact with the Jackson·
ville Air Route Traffic Control Center, but
there had been no conversation on the
radio from the radar controller since they
had passed Jacksonville. Referring now to
the typed report Mr. Little had made after
their harrowing Close Encounter:
"About fifteen minutes after we passed
Jacksonville, the radar controller called us:
Radar Control: 42 Yankee. This is
Jacksonville Center. Over.
Charlie Little: 42 Yankee. Go Ahead.
Radar Control: 42 Yankee. I show you
10 miles east of course and going further
east.
Charlie Little: Roger. I will make 10
degree correction to the west.
Radar Control: Roger.

".. .I was looking up at the stars and
thought I noticed a moving light, but it was
difficult to tell.
Radar Control: 42 Yankee. I now show
you 20 miles east of course.
Charlie Uttle: Roger, Jacksonville. Our
VORs (Navigation devices ••• they had two
on board) show me right on the airway,
but we will make another correction to the
west.
" ... A few more minutes went by. I
looked up and felt certain I saw a moving
light" Charlie pointed out the light to his
companions; they all thought it was a high·
altitude air carrier heading for Miami, but
then the light appeared to get closer and to
be descending, as if it were to land in
Jacksonville.
Meanwhile, radar control called again,
and now insisted that they were 30 degrees
off course! Charlie and his companions
now thought that there must be something
wrong with their navigation devices which,
until then, had been working perfectly. They
showed the plane to be on course. "Well,"
Charlie thought, "I can understand losing
the operation of one VOR but losing both
VORs at the same time is impossible." Still

they thought they had no problems: it was
a clear night and they were under radar
contact with Jacksonville.
Meanwhile, the approaching light had
become brighter and brighter and now
Charlie called Jacksonville:
Charlie Uttle: Jacksonville Center. This

"I immediately disengaged the autopilot, pulled the throttle back and pushed
the wheel forward trying to avoid a head-on
collision. We descended to 6,500 feet but
the lights came closer and closer. Staring
at the bright light we were surprised to
discover that what had appeared to be just
one light was, in fact, six bright white lights
in a line.

is 42 Yankee.
Radar Control: 42 Yankee. This is
Jacksonville Center. Go Ahead.
Charlie Little: Do you have any traffic
out here for us'?
Radar Control: Negative.
Charlie Uttle: Are you sure'? I have
traffic out here one o'clock, 15 miles high.
Radar Control: Wait a minute. let me
tum up my primacy. (Pause)
Radar Control: You are the only aircraft:
on my radar scope.
"I couldn't understand why he hadn't
picked him up on his radar scope. I ex·
plained again the aircraft's position in relation to mine."
Charlie Little: I say again, one o'clock,
now 10 miles high, southbound.
Radar Control: I don't have anything.
"Puzzled, I merely replied: 'Roger.' Even
though it seemed impossible, we could only
assume that the Radar Center had made a
mistake. We then turned on our landing
and taxi lights so the aircraft could better
see us. As the light came closer and closer,
it was very apparent that we were going to
pass very close and that the aircraft was not
making any move to avoid us. In desperation I quickly picked up the microphone:
Charlie Uttle: Jacksonville Center, this

is 42 Yankee. We may need a lower altitude
immediately.

Radar Control: Roger, 42 Yankee. maintain 7000.
Charlie Little: We may need all the way
to the deck immediately.
Radar Control: Roger, maintain any
altitude you want l
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"A collision seemed imminent Panick·
ing, I yelled, 'We can't get away from himf
The situation seemed hopeless; there was
no way to avoid him. We were all going to
die because the pilot in the other craft
wasn't paying attention. His aircraft was
obviously much faster than ours. At that
moment, I was certain that we were going
to die, and my whole life passed in front of
me." (In our interview, Charlie was

questioned as to whether he really meant
that statement literally, and he replied
a/firmatiuely.)
"The lights were so bright that I had to hold
my hand over my eyes. I peeked through
my fingers to watch. Suddenly, a soft green
light was all over our cockpit" (This is
certainly reminiscent of the famous Coyne
helicopter case of Oct 18, 1973, Mansfield,
Ohio, in which a green light diffused all
through the helicopter cockpit).
In his interview, Charlie Little was ques·
tioned closely as to the exact train of events,
since after the passage of years it is only
too well known that memories "alter."Little,
however, maintained stoutly that this event
had been so dramatically vivid that it was
indelibly stamped upon him for life.
The UFO descended somewhat below
them at this instant but still remained in
front of them. At the instant collision
seemed inevitable the craft made an un·
banked 180 degree tum, remained ahead
for a few seconds and then "took off and
disappeared like a flash bulb.''
"I immediately started leveling out our
airplane to slowly ease back on the air
speed to get it out of the yellow. As the air
speed fell into the green, I pushed the
throttle back forward to cruise speed, let go
of the wheel, and grabbed Jeffs (the pilot
closest to him) arm and shook him real
hard and said, 'I want you to tell me exactly
what you saw!' He answered, 'It was a gray
triangle with six white lights.' I said, 'That's
exactly what I saw.'"
(continued on page 6)
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The object continued its approach. It
was a V-shaped formation of white lights,
15 in all. The Burdetts watched it as it
slowly moved toward their house. The for·
mation of lights passed directly overhead.
Burdett heard no sound whatever, but his
daughter detected a faint humming sound.
He called for Mrs. Burdett, who told me
later, "He was shouting for me to come out
in such an excited manner that I thought
the house was on fire." As the object (or
lights) crossed to the southern side of the
house, Burdett said, it stopped, with all
lights changing simultaneously to blue.
Soon the lights changed to all white as
they hovered about 40 degrees above the
southern horizon. Now the lights made a
very tight 180-degree tum until the apex of
the V was once again facing north. Now it
moved slowly back toward the Burdetts'
home, veering to the northwest so that
when it passed their home it was about 60
degrees above the horizon.

More Nocturnal Ughts
AH witnesses reported some type of
dark mass behind the lights. The diagrams
they drew were quite similar. The Burdett
sighting lasted about 10 minutes. The
object's apparent size at its highest point in
the sky was about eight inches at arm's
length.
The police department in Mount Pleasant, located a quarter-mile south of the
Burdett home, logged 10 calls about the
UFO from area residents. The object was
also seen by a close neighbor of the Bur·
detts, but he has requested anonymify.

8:30 P.M.
As the formation of lights headed
north, it was reported from Pleasantville

and from along the Taconic highway. Mrs.
Conway, of Thomwood, claimed that the
object paced her car near route 117. "The
lights were in a V·shaped pattern," she said.
"It followed alongside the car for several
minutes and even when I slowed down to
15 miles per hour, the object kept pace
with the car all the time."
Mrs. Conway said the lights then faded
out for several seconds but when they came
back on, all were red. The formation then
picked up speed and was soon lost to the
north. By this time, Mrs. Conway stated,
several cars had pulled off to the side of the
road, with their occupants standing out·
side looking at the UFO pass by. According
(continued on page 8)

UFO SPECTACULAR CONTINUES
When, among hundreds of witnesses,
are Included IBM executives, M.D.s, CPAs.
a top meteorologist. a priest, pilots, air
traffic controllers, a biochemist. an electri·
cal engineer, coDege professors, police offi.
cers, secretaries, a Navy flight insbuctor
and many other professional people - and
when their testimony about a given set of
UFO sightings turns out to be remarkably
similar - surely even hardened skeptics
must take heed when no sensible explana·
tion for these sightings presents itself. But
even they have been silent and have yet to
come up with a suggested solution. let
alone a viable and testable theoiy.
We are refening. of course, to the New
York-Connecticut "boomerang" sightings
of 1983 and 1984. These have been
unique in that there have been far more
witnesses to them than to virtually any
other UFO sighting on record, they have
occurred over a relatively wide area (most
sightings are confined to a highly circumscribed area). and they have been recur·
rent over a period of many weeks in each
of two years. Usually, repetitive sightings

witnessed by large numbers of people have
had easily explainable causes: meteors,
balloons. satellite re-entries and so on. But
so far no satisfactory conventional explanation has been found. Nor is it likely to be if
the host of responsible witnesses are to be
believed.
On Aug. 25, 1984, a pubUc forum
organized by Peter Gersten. prime protag·
onist in the Citizens Against UFO Secrecy
(CAUS) movement, was held in Brewster,
N.Y. It was a highly successful 12-hour·
long meeting, attended by some 1,200
people. about 800 of whom had been
witnesses to the sightings. A notable feature was the large number of representatives of the press and other media: the
New York 11mes, the Chicago Tribune and
the Hartford Courant were amng those
represented and the television and radio
coverage was excellent. The importance of
the above is not in the numbers but in the
quality of the media represented, a heart·
ening change I
The full story has not yet been told. It

INTERNATIONAL OFO REPORTER, SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1984

is a continuing drama. But ff it should
prove to have a natural explanation, we
can be sure it will in Itself be spectacular.
Unless we Impugn the sanity of the many
independent witnesses, planes, blimps,
atmospheric or astronomical phenomena
and hallucinations have been ruled out.
With respect to the last, unless one can
show (and one means SHOW) just how
several highly responsible, technically
trained, articulate indMduals, unknown to
each other and geographically separated,
can hallucinate in unison and In detail, this
often proposed "explanation" is untenable.
One of the most dedicated Investigators of this series of sightings has been
Philip Imbrogno, a science teacher and
writer on astronomical topics from Green·
wich, Conn., and a long-time associate of
CUFOS. He has brought together, for the
record, some of the highlights of both the
1983 and 1984 sightings, and we are
pleased to present both of his papers in
the following pages. They deserve careful
reading.
D
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WESTCHESTER, 1983 - cont.
above a group of pine trees, then vanished.
By now, 10 minutes had passed.
When it disappeared, Scarpino said,
"All the lights just went out and the object
was gone." Because the lights kept a con·
stant position in relation to each other, the
witness assumed he was observing a large,
solid object. His dog paid no attention to it.
At the time of Scarpino's sighting,
police in Ossining and nearby Briarcliff
Manor took numerous calls from area resi·
dents who said they had seen a low-flying,
very large object with many lights in the
shape of a V or a chevron or a boomerang
(all basically the same shape, of course}.

Position 2: 8:40-9:00 P.M.
As they left a Briarcliff Manor restau·
rant, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Keuchen noticed
a formation of 20 lights in a boomerang
formation moving soundlessly across town.
Mrs. Keuchen, who got the better view of
the object, gives us this account:
"My husband and I just left a restau·
rant on North State road in Briarcliff Manor.
The time was somewhere between 8:40
and 9:00 P.M., and I looked up through the
sun roof of our car and noticed this object
flying by. I then looked at it more and it
seemed to be hovering. I then asked my
husband to stop the car, and I noticed that
this object was shaped like a boomerang. It
had red, green and white lights which were
unblinking, and there was no sound of any
type. It then started to head north and it
was at this time about 65 degrees above
the horizon.
"I watched the object, and, as I did, it
stopped and instantly started moving in the
opposite direction. It was now moving back·
wards and heading south. We had lost sight
of it because it went behind some trees. We
then started to head home and got on the
Taconic going north.

This map shows the Westchester sighting area diuided into six sections. It must be noted that
each position identifies numerous witnesses but I shall focus on only one good witness at each
position.
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"We once again saw the object near
Croton [section 4 ]. My husband then pulled
off the road and I got out of the car. This
time the object was hovering about 60
degrees to the south of us. It then started to
move slowly; it passed in front of the moon
which was almost full at the time. As it did, I
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saw this large superstructure the size of at
least a 747 behind the lights. It was massive! After the object crossed the moon. I
could not see this structure anymore and
all I saw were the lights.

"I continued to watch the object and
then the lights all went out as if someone
threw a switch and the object was gone.
Less than two seconds later, it appeared
again but lower on the northern horizon
and just hovered there. I watched it for
about five more minutes until it disappeared
once again; less than a second later it
reappeared almost right over our heads.
This made my husband and me really nerv·
ous and my husband was now convinced
that this something. whatever it was. was
not a formation of planes like he first
thought
"The object slowly drifted to the north
where we soon lost it We both were quite
excited. so we went home and called the
New Castle police. They told us that many
people were reporting the object and that
one police officer reported that it hovered
above her car while on patrol."
Our team of investigators located and
interviewed the officer. Ptlm. Sadoff of New
Castle.
At the time of the Keuchen sighting
the object was literally stopping traffic on
the Taconic highway. It is remarkable that
multiple car accidents did not occur. Many
of the witnesses along the highway reported
that the object hovered. moved slowly and
silently and frequently disappeared and
reappeared.

Position 3: 8:40-8:45 P.M.
This is the area of Millwood from which
the highest concentration of reports came.
Thirty-five motorists observed the object and
all have given consistent descriptions of the
"boomerang." We concentrate here on the
sighting of Ed Bums. a computer programming supervisor for IBM.
While driving north on the Taconic.
Bums saw at least 20 lights in a V-formation. The lights were orange, blue and white
and the object appeared to be larger than a
football field. As it passed over the highway,
it moved very slowly and he heard no sound
at all. It seemed to be one massive, solid
object, but he saw only the lights.

After losing sight of the lights behind
some trees, he sped up to try to beat the
object to a clearing just ahead. At the clear·
ing (between positions 3 and 4) he pulled
his car to the side of the road and stepped
out The object started to head directly
toward him. He saw other motorists pulling
off to the side; others had already stopped
on both sides of the highway. As the object
started to approach. there were some nearaccidents as motorists tried to look at the
object and drive at the same time.
The object crossed to the middle of
the Taconic highway and hovered for about
40 seconds. The lights now went out for a
second and when they came back on. only
the white ones were visible. Bums got the
impression that the UFO was watching the
cars on the highway. He shouted to a man
near him, asking, "What is it?" The man
just stared at the object with his mouth
open, unable to speak.
The object slowly drifted northward.
Bums got into his car and followed it for
several more miles, keeping pace with it at
about 40 mph. He lost it when the object
veered toward the northwest. Bums was so
impressed with the brilliance and the size of
the object that he compared it to "a city in
the sky."

Position 4: 8:45 P•.M.
This is the area where meteorologist
Bill Hele made his sighting while traveling
south on the Taconic (IUR, Vol. 9, No. 2,
page 6). At about the same time Dennis
Flemming, president of Information Services Limited, was heading north. Flemming,
in his mid-30s, has a background in air
traffic control systems and computer programming and is an amateur astronomer.
Hele reported that the lights changed
from multicolored to green. Flemming
noted a green formation of lights approaching him from the south. He stopped his car,
got out and saw the lights make a wide
tum. He felt certain that this was one object
since all the lights tumed at once. He heard
no sound from the object, which he estimated to be over 1,000 feet long; its altitude, he thought, was close to 1,500 feet
This is most interesting since Flemming and Hele, excellent observers, both
(continued on page 12)
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This is a percentage breakdown of what 54
witnesses reported. It is interesting to note
that a later study based on 83 witnesses
showed no changes in the data.
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
.MARCH 24 UFO
PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN
CASE #183
By Philip J. Imbrogno
SHAPE
BOOMERANG
V SHAPE
OTHER

42%
52%
6%

SIZE
LESS THAN 100 FEET
GREATER THAN 100
GREATER THAN 300
NOT SURE

16%
56%
16%
12%

COLOR LIGHTS
RED
BLUE
GREEN
WHITE
RED, BLUE, GREEN, WHITE
RED, BLUE
RED, GREEN
OTHER COLORS

6%
3%
8%
18%
35%
10%
12%
6%

NUMBER OF LIGHTS
FOUR
FIVE OR SIX
EIGHT
MORE THAN 10
NOT SURE

6%
40%
20%
20%
14%

SOOND
HUMMING
NO SOUND
ENGINE LIKE
NOT SURE

24%
60%
6%
10%

SPEED
SLOW
SLOW THEN FAST

92%
8%

HOW OBJECT LEFT
MOVED AWAY
VANISHED

70%
30%

DURATION OF SIGHTING
ONE MINUTE
10%
lWO MINUTES
12%
FIVE MINUTES
32%
TEN MINUTES
28%
TEN MINUTES +
18%
HOVER?

YES
NO

40%
60%
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Westchester March 24, 1983
give almost the same figures for size and
altitude. Flemming emphasized that this
object was, without a doubt, one solid object
and that there was no way in which it could
have been a number of objects flying in a
tight formation.

Position 5: 8:45-8:50 P.M.
As the boomerang flew north, numer·
ous residents reported the object to the
local police. Some police stations in York·
town and New Castle, for example, received
over 100 calls that evening.
Near Yorktown Heights, Ann Marie
Sokolich, 33, saw the lights pass directly
over her car as she headed west on Route
202 to the Taconic highway. As the object
flew over her car, she heard a faint hum·
ming sound. Then the object turned very
sharply and headed northeast

The newly-constructed CUFOS UFO PHOTO EXHIBIT, shown on display at the City
Shopping Center, August 31, September 1st and 2nd, in O range, California. The 9-section,
18-panel exhibit of UFO photography and descriptiue material is mounted under plexiglass.

She reported the object to be huge
with white lights which flashed blue for less
than a second just before it made a tum.
The witness saw 12 lights in all; in her view
the object had the apparent size of a 12inch ruler held at arm's length.

Position 6: 9:00 P.M.
Joan Hatten, driving toward Peekskill
near route 6, noticed 15 white lights in a
triangle shape moving slowly across the sky
from the southeast. The green, orange and
white lights were about as bright as the
turning lights of aircraft.
The object executed a sharp right-angle
turn and headed north. Mrs. Hatten lost
sight of it as she turned west. The apparent
size of the object was that of a 747 at low
altitude, in her estimation.
The boomerang continued to head
north and was spotted in Putnam county,
which lies directly north of Westchester
county. Here also witnesses described almost exactly what had been reported in
Westchester earlier.
D
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L. to R., John DeHerrera, technical writer for Beckman Instruments, Inc.; John P. Timmerman,
Chairman, Center for UFO Studies; William D. Nelson, retired Senior Engineer/S cientist
formerly with Douglas Aircraft Company. (See article on page 15, col. 3.)
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Boomerang Over Three Counties

by Philip Imbrogno

It has been our experience that when
UFO reports relating to an object seen by
many people over a considerable span of
time and over a wide area are investi·
gated in depth, the result has been an
IFO; Venus, the Goodyear Blimp, or a
bright meteor have often been the culprits.
Thus, when the present case first came to
our attention, the initial response was to
feel that it, too, must have a pedestrian
explanation.
Here, however, we have a case
which has failed to yield such an explana·
lion. Mr. Imbrogno and his associates
have done yeoman service to the Center,
interviewing far more witnesses than are
usually available for such work, and their
work con tinues. To the present, Mr.
Imbrogno has not found a plausible solution to these many reports, assuming, of
course, that the features and dynamics of
ih e UFO were, in th e main, correctly
reported. With hundreds of witnes ses
in volved, quite independently of each
o ther, it would in itself be a remarkable

event should none of them have reported
a pedestrian event, if indeed it had been
that.
If any of our readers can provide us
with a viable and demonstrable solution to
this widely witnessed event, we would be
most anxious to have it submitted.
This report deals with widely reported
sightings on three nights of March, 1983, in
areas of Westchester, Putnam, and Fairfield
counties in New York and Connecticut,
although similar sightings were made in
those and other adjacent areas, to a lesser
extent, in that general time period. The
location of the viewers on March 24 are
shown on the accompanying map. The
report strongly suggests that the UFO was
sequentially sighted along a circulatory
flight path centered in points in those
counties, although the presence of more
than one object is not ruled out
In a nutshell, there is general agreement among the percipients that the object
was large ( 100-200 feet) and boomerang-

Following are individual summaries of
sightings on the night of March 24, and a
few from the nights of March 17 and 26th.

MARCH 24
Yorktown, N.Y. 7 p.m.: At least I 00
residents, including police officers, sight a
large Boomerang or V-shaped object with
rows of white, green and red lights heading
northeast A faint humming sound is heard.
The object is 200 feel or greater from wing
to wing; moving slowly towards Jefferson
Valley, N.Y.
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shaped (sometimes reported as triangular,
a deviation which might be attributed to
different angles and distances of viewing). It
carried a large complement of red, white,
green, and blue lights, plus one large
amber light, centrally located. The object
cruised slowly, silently or with a low buzz or
hum, remarkably near to the ground (esti·
mates vary from 60 to 500 feet) but also
sometimes hovered for as long as one or
two minutes before it moved on. Some
witnesses said they were within 100 to 200
feet of the UFO.
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Mount Kisco, N.Y. 9:10 p.m. (approx.):
Ten witnesses report a large cololful object
about 500 feet over Route 1-684. People
stop their cars on highway to get a look
and nearly cause multiple accidents. One
observer notes that as the object comes
directly over his car at a height of 300 feet
he sees a pattern of very bright (he has to
shield his eyes) red, greenish blue, and
white lights in a very wide V-shaped pattern.
He hears a very faint humming sound as
the object passes less than 300 feet above
his car. Another witness clocks object
speed at 35 mph.

ground are of little value unless it is also
stated exactly how they were estimated.]
The object is seen hovering, and then mak·
ing sharp turns. Several witnesses report
that the object slowly passes over their
houses; two report the object hovering over
their backyard, less than 60 feet above the
ground, then shooting a brilliant white light
towards the ground. No sound, or at best, a
faint humming sound heard.
Mahopec Lake, N.Y. 10: 15 p.m.: Six
witnesses report seeing a large boomerang·

shaped object hovering low over a reservoir
on the town line. The object then tips from
a horizontal position to vertical, with the
apex of the boomerang pointing toward the
water. As it slowly moves northward, all the
lights blink ol,Jt and the object is gone.

.MARCH 26
Mahopec. N.Y. 9 p.m.: Twenty observers, independent of each other, see a large
boomerang-shaped object, with vari-colored
lights on its wings and with a large amber
(Continued on Page 12)

Mahopec, N.Y. 9-9:20 p.m.: A large
boomerang-shaped objeµ approximately
150 feet across, with 30 or more rows of
greenish-blue and white lights on its wings
is seen hovering over Taconic highway by
hundreds (75 actual reports submitted). A
police officer reports that he got right under
the object and then heard a slight hum·
ming sound. Thirty more witnesses later
report an object hovering over a lake off
Route 6 for several minutes and then slowly
heading north.
New Castle, N.Y. 9:10 p.m.: A
boomerang-shaped object the size of a
747, with red, blue, green and with a white
light in the center, hovers 100 feet over a
field for about two minutes, then rises verti·
cally about 200 feet and heads towards
Yorktown, N.Y.

'·

Yorktown, N.Y. Approx. 9 p.m.: At least
50 people report the same object as before,
now heading east, very low, very large, with
no sound, but hovering at times over
T aconic Parkway, stopping traffic.
Brewster, N.Y. Approx. 10 p.m.: Many
families living around Route 1-84 report a
large triangle-shaped object with bright
white lights hovering over the area and then
slowly moving northeast Witnesses report
hearing a soft buzzing noise similar to an
electric can opener.

.MARCH 17
Brewster, N.Y. 8:30-9:15 p.m.: Twenty·
five local residents near Route 1-84 see a
large boomerang-shaped object approxi·
mately 130 feet above the ground, moving
slowly northeast, and approximately 100
feet across. (Ed note: One of these figures
must be wrong; simple trigonometry shows
that if both the 130 and 100 feet figures are
correct the object would subtend an angle
of 37 degrees, thus stretching across better
than one-third of the sky! Witness estimates
of sizes, and especially heights above

On March 24, 1983, from 7 to 10:45 p.m., the boomerang-shaped object was seen ouer the 16
locations marked on the above map. In order, these include: the New York towns of Yorktown,
Ossining, New Castle, Croton, Peekskill, Yorktown again, Chappaqua, New Castle again,
Mount Kisco, Mahopec, Carmel, Brewster, Putnam Lake, North Salem, Salem, and finally,
Danbury, Conn.
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Boomerang - continued
TABLE I
SHAPE:
Boomerang
Triangle
Other

90%
9%
1%

UOHTS:
Blue-green, red, white or amber 85%
Red, blue
5%
White
5%
Not sure
5%
RELATIVE MOTION OF UOHTS:
Shifting relative position
NO
97%
YES
3%
SIZE:
Over 100 feet
Over 300 feet
Over 900 feet

60%
35%
5%

SOUND:
Buzzing or humming
No sound
Don't remember

65%
30%
5%

DURATION OF SIQHTINO:
10-20 minutes
Less than 10 minutes

95%
5%

MOTION:
Smooth and straight
60%
Right angle turns, sudden stops 40%
HOVERINO:
Yes
No

80%
20%

SPEED:
Very slow
Very fast
Slow, then fast

90%
5%
5%

light in the center casting a beam of white
light ahead. The object is first seen hover·
ing over a large lake off Route 6. One
observer reports noting a very dark metallic·
like gray metal rod or rods connecting the
lights.
Near Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 10:45 p.m:
The State Police receive the first of 25 calls
within 30 minutes from area residents
describing an object similar to that
described above. The police did not record
calls in their log or take names of callers
since they felt people were reporting noth·
ing more than aircraft flying in formation.
One State Trooper reports that while on
patrol on the Taconic highway near Pleas·
ant Valley (2 miles east of Poughkeepsie)
he notes the object heading north at about
40 mph. He follows it for about 10 miles
before it turns abruptly to the east, and he
loses it as it starts to pick up speed (about
100 mph.).
These are just samples from a host of
similar reports. Table I summarizes the
three days of reports and reports are still
being received (at present writing) and
investigated. To date, a roundup of reports
reveals the following:

Editorial Comment
This case cries out for a natural solu·
tion on the basis of previous experience;
UFOs just do not generally appear to hun·
dreds of witnesses in adjacent towns for
appreciable lengths of time, and then give
"repeat" performances. No suggestions so
far put forth, however, meet the reported
facts. With hundreds of witnesses, largely
independent of each other, is seems statis·
tically remote that so many independent
witnesses could all have reported essen·
tially the same thing and all be wrong!

other parts of the country? Usually, new,
secret military devices are kept from public
view and are demonstrated and maneuv·
ered on restricted military ranges.
Helicopters? It's virtually inconceivable
that a formation of helicopters could main·
tain a rigid formation for 20 minutes and fly
that close to the ground making only a faint
humming sound. Yet these are the only
craft that could hover without crashing.
A blimp like the Goodyear craft? The
boomerang shape is hard to reconcile with
this idea, and the relatively slow speed of
this boomerang craft would be too great for
a blimp. It is also highly improbable that a
blimp would safely fly so low to the ground.
Apart from these difficulties, we have
the testimony of technical personnel well
acquainted with aircraft who have reported
that they had never seen anything like this
reported craft. Finally, the FM stoutly
maintains that there were no normal air·
craft aloft in these areas at the times in
question.
What then? If any reader knows what
this boomerang craft might have been,
something which satisfies the conditions of
slow speed, hovering, essential noiseless·
ness, low altitude and fixed positions of
lights, we should be most pleased to have
him solve this mystery for us.

Hynek Seminar
In response to a steady flow of
requests for a comprehensive presentation
on the current state of UFO phenomena
research, two special seminars are being
scheduled for presentation in the Chicago
area
These are being arranged as a part of
the expanding Associate Education program of the Center for UFO Studies.

75%
20%
5%

Ninety-seven percent of the witnesses
stated that the many lights, with which the
boomerang shaped object was festooned,
did not change their relative distances. This
rules out any ·formation flying by small
planes cruising about for a quarter-hour,
making right angle turns, hovering for as
much as two minutes, flying dangerously
close to the ground, and far below stall
speed.

The seminars will be prepared and
presented by Dr. J. Allen Hynek. Scientific
Director of the Center for UFO Studies. The
first evening seminar will be presented at
the Hyatt Regency O'Hare on Saturday
evening, Sept 17 at 8:00 PM. The second
is tentatively scheduled for Saturday evening, Oct. 22 at the Lakeshore Holiday Inn.

PERSONAL REACTIONS:
None
85%
Some psychic connection
10%
Not sure
5%
(3% reported animal reactions)

A new super-secret military craft?
Strange to be testing one in an urban area
so close to New York City, and why that
particular geographical area on several
nights? Why hasn't this craft been seen in

Persons in the Chicago area who are
interested in participating in either of these
meetings are invited to write to Dr. Hynek at
P. 0. Box 1402, Evanston, IL 60204 for a
registration form and further details.

DISTANCE FROM OBSERVERS:
Within 500 feet
80%
Over 500 feet
15%
Not sure
5%.

MANNER OF DISAPPEARANCE:
Went below horizon
Blinked out and was gone
Just disappeared
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Boomering Update
by Philip Imbrogno, George Lesnick and Chris Clark

The Boomerang-shaped UFO described
in the last issue continues to be a growing
mystery. Investigation is in progress by the
three authors of the present paper and by an
investigatiue reporter Ed Walzer, of the
Reporter Dispatch, Kisco, N. Y., who is conducting a parallel cooperatiue investigation.
Although a part of the mystery has been
solued . . . in some cases a group of pilots
were apparently deliberately conducting
close flight formations in small planes to
confuse the issue . . . there is as yet no explanation for the slow mouing, silent, and at
times houering "Boomerang." Yet, just
because so many people haue been witness
to this object leads one to think that it would
proue to haue a natural, explanation as some
man-made deuice. But what? And Who?

Stormville Airport and verified that some
of the reports were the result of these
planes flying in formation. Apparently, a
number of the pilots and staff connected
with the airport were deliberately doing a
little leg-pulling, and my appearance for
several hours at the airport didn't please
them too much. I knew then that part of
the mystery was solved, but this forma·
tion flying cannot explain the bulk of the
MCJTCh reports described in the last issue.
This will be clear from the results of our
continuing investigation. (Ed. note:
There is so much material now available
that we cannot publish it all at once. We
will have to use the "continued in our
next" technique reminiscent of the old
mystery thriller magazines!)

Q

In the last issue of this Journal, we
were able to give a quick summary of
some very spectacular sightings that had
been taking place just to the north of
New York City and into Connecticut. In·
vestigations have continued and it now
seems clear that no one has been able to
come up with an explanation for the
large, hovering and slow moving
boomerang-shaped object which was
also reported, generally, as noiseless.
The large amount of local publicity
these sightings received caused, as
would be expected, many people in the
sighting area to go out looking for UFOs
and naturally they reported everything
from aircraft to the planet Venus. To
make things worse, a number of people
did see three small aircraft flying in
formation from the Stormville Airport
in Duchess County.
On July 14, I staked out the area of
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ur investigations have revealed
that the boomerang UFO may have made
its first appearance as far back as 1980.
At this time witnesses reported a
boomerang or chevron shaped object
moving slowly and hovering at low
altitudes. Witnesses were few and the
sightings were restricted to the back
country of Westchester and Putnam
counties. The object was never reported
on successive nights and there were no
collaborating witnesses.
It was not until February, 1983, that
the object made its first grand entrance,
so to speak. The first well documented
encounter with this object occurred on
Feb. 26 at Lake Carmel, N.Y.
Monique O'Driscoll and her 17-year
old daughter, also named Monique, were
driving home from her mother's house at
about 8:30 p.m. The night was clear and
very cold. Mrs. O'Driscoll's daughter was
staring out the window when she noticed
a large group of multi-colored lights

coming up over over a hill. They both
watched as a large boomerang-shaped
object with rows of red, blue and yellow
lights topped the hill and headed south
at tree top level. They followed the object
for about a mile. It was off to the left
about 200 yards away and only about 70
feet in the air. The younger Monique then
said that it must be headed for White
Pond. They lost sight of the object
because of the trees, but headed for the
pond. On the way, Mrs. O'Driscoll
wondered what they might find. There
was no one else on the road and the area
was quite isolated. Sure enough, they
saw the object again and Mrs. O'Driscoll
parked her car. It was hovering over the
pond less than 200 feet from the shore
and no more than 50 feet in the air. "The
lights were unbelievable and you could
see them reflected in the ice on the pond.
The back of the object seemed to be fac·
ing us... Mrs. O'Driscoll then got out of
her car and started walking toward the
lake, while her daughter screamed for
her mother to come back. The object
then slowly turned to face them. Blue,
amber white and red lights numbering
about 20 in all began flashing in se·
quence from left to right across the wings
of this unknown object. The object then
glided silently towards them. This
silence, they told me, was the strangest
part of all.
Monique continued yelling for her
mother to get back in the car. Mrs.
O'Driscoll called back that she was com·
ing. She also told her daughter not to
turn off the engine, since she was afraid
that it wouldn't start again. The object
was still moving slowly towards them. It
then banked to the west and floated slow·
ly away in that direction.
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Mrs. O'Driscoll jumped back into
the car and got on her CB radio, trying to
call for someone else to see this thing.
All she got was static. She then looked
up and saw the object heading for Gypsy
Trails Road. She stepped on the gas,
determined to see the object once again.
She had read about UFOs and knew that
this was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.
She caught up with the object half a mile
from the pond over a field. It was hovering 30 feet above a field. She got out
of her car and walked toward the object
until she was almost underneath it. Looking up, Mrs. O'Driscoll saw one large,
massive, solid metal object. It was grey in
color with long tubular metal areas and
heavy-duty grill work. She also saw what
appreared to be circular mechanisms attached to the grill network.
She then ran back to her car as the
object moved slowly towards the pond
area. As she followed (her car speed was
25 mph), the object which was no more
than 300 yards ahead, suddenly blinked
out. "All the lights just went out and I
could not see it anymore", said Mrs.
O'Driscoll. The object was gone. According to both mother and daughter, there
was no way that it could have moved out
of their sight. The object just vanished. A
Mrs. Rita Rivera also saw the object at the
pond, but was farther down the road. She
verified Mrs. O'Driscoll's story. According to my calculations, the object they
saw was about 150 feet from wing-tip to
wing-tip.
As far as we know, the object was
not sighted again until March 17th. On
this date, between the hours of 7 and 10
p.m. EST, it was seen by hundreds of
people in the northeastern section of Putnam County moving slowly and hovering
over Interstate 84, in the Brewster, N.Y.
area. Traffic jams resulted on this and
other major highways in the area. This
generated hundreds of UFO reports to
the police in the area. Although there
were quite a few reports on this date, the
most incredible sighting comes from
Dennis Sant of Brewster, N. Y. Mr. Sant is
in his mid-thirties. He is a Putnam County
clerk and lives in the area of Brewster
road with his two children ages 6 and 9.
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In drawings, top to bottom, are boomerang-shaped UFOs seen in Shrub Oak, N. Y.; by
Monique O'Driscoll in Lake Carmel, N. Y.; and in Ossining, N. Y., and New Fairfield, Conn.
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The sighting was at about 8:30 p.m. It
was a night the entire family will
remember for quite awhile.
He and his family were coming
home from church on March 17th. As
they turned down their road, they could
see from their van an object hovering
close to their home. It was in the northwest and about 160 feet in the air. The
object was very large with multi-colored
lights, "like a city in the sky." As they got
closer to their home, they lost sight of the
object behind some trees. When they
emerged from the obstructed area, the
object was gone. Sant thought, "Given
the time behind the trees and the size of
the object, it should still have been
visable. It should still have been there,
but the object was gone." They reached
their home and went inside, thinking the
incident was over.
Sant was in his home less than a
minute when he felt a pressure in his
stomach similar to the sensation of
riding in a fast elevator. He then had
an impulse to go outside. As he walked
out his front door, which is very close to
1-84 and looks in that direction, he saw a
large boomerang-shaped object hovering silently over the highway. The object
had red, white, green and blue lights on
its wings with a large white or amber light
in the middle.
He noticed that most of the traffic
had stopped. People were getting out of
their cars and looking at the strange object. After watching it for about a minute,
he wished he could get a better look. As
soon as he finished thinking this, the object made a sharp turn and headed
directly for his home. The object slowly
lost altitude and hovered about 30 feet
from him. At this moment, the object was
no more than 100 feet in the air.
Using a telephone pole as a
reference point, Sant estimated that the
object was about 80 feet high and over
200 feet from wing-tip to wing-tip. Sant
said, "It was so large it just covered the
sky in front of me."
The object hovered for about a
minute, then started slowly drifting
towards Sanfs back yard. He ran toward
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the object. It was moving so slowly that
he was able to jog underneath it as it
headed for his back yard, which is
several acres large. The object at this
time was just above the trees, no more
than 70 feet in the air, and he looked
straight up at it. He saw a dark, grey
metallic structure, but the lights were so
bright that he could not get a good look
at it.
When the object reached the
center of his yard it stopped, and Sant
backed away from under. He said, "I
thought it was getting ready to land." As
he moved back towards his home, he
noticed his children and father (who lives
with him) looking at the entire spectacle.
Then, looking back over his shoulder at
the object, he saw it shoot down a
brilliant beam of light that illuminated
the entire ground underneath it. His
children started screaming, "Daddy,
come back." Sant headed toward the
back door, still looking at the object and
the brilliant beam of light that seemed to
come from underneath the object. The
beam lasted about fifteen to thirty
seconds in all; then it went out. The object then headed slowly towards the
north, now making a very faint humming
sound.
The story was corraborated by
Sant' s family and several neighbors who
witnessed his incredible encounter. Also,
it must be noted that reports were receiv·
ed by people driving on 1-84. During this
time hundreds of more sightings were
reported to police from residents in
Carmel, Brewster, Mahopac, Kent, and
Pawling, N.Y., in Putnam County.
Sightings also came to my attention later
in Fairfield County which is about ten
miles east of Brewster.
Also on March 17 at about 7:30
p.m., Joan Lindauver, a secretary at GTE
Inc., White Plains, N.Y. left work after a
late corporate meeting. Driving north on
Route 120, she noticed a brilliant object
with rows of white lights off to her left
pacing her car. She thought at first that it
was a plane coming in for a landing at
Westchester county airport, which is
close by. The object was keeping pace
with her car and she realized that it was

no plane. The object seem to be gliding
noiselessly just above the trees. She
became frightened since the road was
dark and her car was the only one on the
road at the time. When she stopped for a
red light at the intersection of Routes 100
and 120 in Millwood, (Westchester County) the object moved to the front of her,
hovering above the light, just 30 feet
from her car and about 50 feet in the air.
When the light turned green, she made a
left turn and headed to her home in
Croton, the object following for about a
mile at a much higher altitude. It then
made a sharp turn and headed north
where it was spotted in Yorktown, N.Y., at
about 8:00 p.m.
The story was verified by people
who live in the area of Millwood and by
workers at a gas station 300 yards from
the intersection. Also unknown to Joan
~as that a fellow worker and friend who
lives in the Yorktown area saw the object
after it left the Millwood area. Also, many
residents between Millwood and York·
town, at about 8:00 p.m., reported a UFO
to the police. Joan described the object
as V - or boomerang-shaped object with
eight to ten lights on it. She noticed no
sound and could make out no details
besides the lights, which were very
bright. This sighting was about an hour
before the Sant sighting in Brewster.
Chris Clark and Philip Imbrogno
drove the route of the sighting area at
night. It is a lonely road. The intersection
of 120 and 100 in Millwood is populated
and the red light there takes 22 seconds,
so the object hovered for at least this
long.
The next sighting occurred on
March 24th between 7 and 11 p.m. This
was the night that the greatest number of
people saw an unknown, very large,
boomerang-shaped object over the major highways in Westchester and Putnam
Counties. Reports came in from Upper
Westchester to most of Putnam County
and north-western Fairfield County. We
estimate, according to Police information, that on this date as many as 3,000
people saw the UFO. There are so many
well-documented sightings on this date
that it would be impossible to cover
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them. One account with greatest number
of witnesses comes from a small
neighborhood in Putnam Valley, N.V.
Ruth Reese and her husband James,
a police officer, sighted an object
heading toward their home from the east.
At first, Reese thought it was a low jet, a
747. However, as the object approached,
they saw it wasn't a plane, but a V-shaped
object with white, red and green lights.
As it came even closer, they heard no
sound.
They called neighbors and, as the
object slowly approached, watched with
their son. The object stopped, hovering
right above the driveway of their home.
The entire neighborhood, which is a cir·
cle area, watched from the streets and
from their houses. The Reeses' got right
under the object, but could only see the
lights around some massive dark structure. They estimate the object was about
100 feet in the air and about 120 feet
from wing-tip to wing-tip. After hovering
10 minutes, it flew over the entire
neighborhood, flashing a bright bluish
light from somewhere under the object,
similar to a camera flash. It gave the
residents the impression that the object
was taking pictures or looking for
something. The object displayed this
behavior for 45 minutes, then slowly left
the area.
During the sighting, Mrs. Reese
called the local police. She was told no
one could be sent since they were all out
chasing UFOs and an officer was not
available at the time.
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About 20 people saw the object with
the Reeses. George Lesnick and Philip
Imbrogno interviewed 10 of them.
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The next series of sightings occured
on March 31, followed by sightings during the first two weeks of April. From
mid·April to June 15, no sightings were
reported. But, from June 15 until July 15
sightings once again occurred. The latter
were proven by us to be nothing more
than aircraft in formation.
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Boomerang-shaped UFOs depicted here, top to bottom, were seen by Dennis Sant in Brewster,
N. Y.; in Danbury, Conn., and Millwood, N. Y.; and by Ruth and Jim Reese of Putnam, N. Y.
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Boomerang Saga Continues
(Ed. note: The ongoing inuestigation
of the uery mysterious "Boomerang of
Lights" that mystified hundreds of people
in southern New York on March 24, 1983,
was described in the July-August and
September-October, 1983, issues of the
REPORTER. That inuestigation has continued; a formidable number of man-hours
haue now been spent by Imbrogno and his
team colleagues, Chris Clark and Police
Lieutenant George Lesnick. I haue spent
two weekends in the area for on-site, face·
to-face interuiews with key witnesses, plus
many hours on the phone. We all remain
mystified.
That is not to say that explanations
hauen't been offered. One in particular,
and really the only seemingly tenable one,
is that all of the numerous witnesses were
hoodwinked and bamboozled by a forma(ion of low-flying, light aircraft. In the two
articles which follow, Imbrogno first discusses why he and his colleagues feel the

by Philip J. Imbrogno and Chris Clark
"plane formation" theory is completely
untenable. Then Chris Clark tells of his
inuestigation of one of the many sightings
on that night. It is giuen here because it is
representatiue of those sightings, differing
only in details from the many others.)
Aimost a year has passed since the
mysterious boomerang-shaped UFO flew
over the Westchester and Putnam counties
in southern New York. Much information
and documentation has been obtained
since then through the efforts of the writers
and our colleague, George Lesnick.
Although the sightings actually cover a
period of three months in all, we decided to
concentrate on the sightings of March 24
since that evening had the most reports
and the best witnesses. We are, however,
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collecting some accounts from other days,
those that were of well-observed events at
close range and by responsible persons.
The object, whatever it was, still
remains an unknown, but a great controversy has arisen (as with many UFO
sightings). The theory advanced by law
enforcement agencies in the area is that
the lights were nothing more than a num·
ber of planes flying in a tight military forma·
lion. This theory has never been confirmed,
and we can now demonstrate that it is next
to impossible
Apparently the sole origin of this expla·
nation was dispatcher William Wolf, of the
Yorktown police. On March 24 at 8:45 p.m.,
Wolf saw a formation of lights pass near
the Yorktown police station. Here are seg·
ments taken from his statement included in
a two-page police report:
"While on the desk relief I was told by
Officer Soravilla that he saw a strange for·
mation of red, green and yellow lights. The
time was 8:45 p.m., and at this time I
started to receive numerous calls from
residents reporting a UFO flying very low
and very slow. At this time, I went outside of
headquarters and saw a formation of red,
green and white lights that were approach·
ing. As this formation came closer they all
turned at once and it was apparent to me
that they were five planes in formation."
We had a number of conversations
with Officer Wolf shortly after the sightings.
After much questioning, he stated that he
assumed they were aircraft. He could not
understand how they kept such a tight for·
mation, especiarly when they made the
tum. He thought that they might be military
pilots, flying aircraft with a special type of
muffler system to mask the engine noise.
When the lights passed over his headquart·
ers, he heard much less sound than he
should have heard. AJso, when the lights
crossed in front of the moon, he could
easily make out some type of structure
which he thought looked like aircraft.
(Given the speed of an aircraft and 1/2·
degree angular diameter of the moon, he
couldn't have identified any aircraft struc·
ture. At best, he would see a very dark
outline which would pass his line of vision
much too quickly to a make a positive
identification.)
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So, as reports came in, Wolf told the
callers that all they had seen were aircraft in
formation flying from Stonnville airport and
knew it harbored many small planes. Once
again, he assumed that is where they must
be from. He also stated that he had talked
with John Tower, supervisor of the West·
chester County airport, who told him they
had identified the Ughts as aircraft. Tower
told me that they had no knowledge of
what caused the UFO sightings.
It would appear that Officer Wolf is the
sole source of the aircraft explanation
(although others quickly adopted it). Since
he is an officer of the law, many people and
agencies (including other police stations in
the area) took his word.
We learned that the Yorktown, Ossin·
ing, Putnam Valley, and Brewster police
departments, as well as the New York State
Police, each received no less than 50
reports that evening, so many that it was
impossible to log each separately and
caused worry lest the jamming of the
phones with UFO calls might prevent
regular police calls from coming through.
There were many variations on the
"planes in formation" theme proposed.
One of the first came from the State Police
in Putnam County, New York, who said the
sightings were caused by ultralight aircraft
flying in formation from Stormville. Let us
examine this particular idea:

An

"ultralight" is nothing more than
a hangglider with a motor and a seat. Ultra·
light flights are illegal after dark (the sight·
ings were made between 8 and 10 p.m.).
According to ultralight pilots and experts
with whom I've talked, anyone flying them
in formation at night and that low over a
populated area would be insane. Ultralights
are very unstable craft and the slightest
amount of turbulence will cause swaying
and make them very hard to control. How,
then, could five of them stay in perfect
formation? Also, ultralights cannot" carry
much weight and are just able to become
airborne with a heavy man aboard. Further·
more, the UFO sported many lights of high
intensity, which would make an ultralight
too heavy to get off the ground. l was able
to explain this in a local newspaper and,
shortly thereafter, the ultralight theory was
dropped, although not forgotten.
The origin of the flights was now
changed; it became a formation of planes
from Stewart Army Base, in Dutchess
County, north of Stormville airport Some

It may be many things,

but the Boomerang
is not planes flying
in fonnation from
Stonnville ahport.

unremembered persons told the Brewster
and Carmel police that the lights were mili·
tary planes being transferred to a base in
New Jersey. It was said that the pilots were
probably inexperienced in night flying and
were following the Taconic Parkway (which
runs north-south) so they wouldn't get lost
Would a flight commander let inexperi·
enced pilots fly at night, in tight formation,
over a populated area? Of course not! Also,
New Jersey is south of Stewart Army Base,
and the lights were seen going northward.
l called Stewart Army Airbase. Ser·
geant Fields, the Non-Commissioned
Officer in charge of flight operations,
almost laughed when I told him of this
theory. There were no aircraft out that
night, he said, and, in any case, they don't
do formation flying.
With that explanation disposed of, Offi·
cer Wolf countered with a statement to the
press reiterating his belief that the sighting
was caused by planes from Stonnville air·
port, adding that they must be excellent
pilots with special training in flying close
military formation. The whole thing, he
said, was most likely a hoax. The absurdity
that pilots with special military training
would engage in such a hoax apparently
escaped Wolf.

Stormville Airport?
This team of investigators visited
Stonnville on three different occasions (Ed.
note: I was with them on one of the occa·
sions), and each time we could find no
evidence that the sightings were caused by
aircraft from that airport. We talked with
Albert Kruizinga, manager of the airport.
who informed us that no fonnations that
large have taken off from there. He knows
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all the pilots who fly out of there and said
that they were just as puzzled as we were
about the sightings. He also stated that
there is no Stormville Flying Club; such a
club was said to be the culprits behind the
UFO.

Radar?
The W~tchester County airport, Pur·
chase, New York, is the closest airport
equipped with radar. John Tower, airport
supelVisor, told me no formations of air·
craft were spotted that night One small
aircraft was tracked at about 1,500 feet
above Yorktown at the time of the sighting.
Whatever the UFO might have been, Tower
said, it had not been tracked on radar. If,
however, the object had stayed well below
1,500 feet altitude, it might well have gone,
undetected; the lower limit for their radar is
1,000 feet.
When at about 8:45 p.m. the tower
began to receive numerous calls from
police and residents of the area, it
attempted to contact the "lights," on the
assumption that they were ordinary aircraft
(as identified by Wolf). They received no
response, nor were they able to identify the
lights as aircraft in formation.

The FAA?
The FM in Dutchess County had little
to add when I talked with several air traffic
controllers and Mr. Feder, the SupelVisor.
They had seen the lights in the distance,
but they also could make only visual con·
tact. They assumed they were aircraft, but
could not be sure. When I asked, "How do
they keep such tight formation, yet go so
slowly?" one controller said: "We haven't
been able to figure that out, but whoever
these guys are, they must be real good."
When I asked how they explained the virtual
absence of sound, their answer was: "I
wonder how they do thatf' As long as the
lights stayed clear of restricted air space, I
was told, they wouldn't do much about it
Their closing statement was, .. We are con·
tinuning our investigation."
One of the flight operations staff said
that they often sit around in the coffee
room, talking about the lights, but that no
one has come up with an answer.

Witnesses?
Most of the witnesses our team has
talked with feel insulted by the aircraft-in·
formation theory. Many are professionals
(continued on page 6)
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with solid backgrounds. If we were dealing
with a small number of witnesses with no
technical/professional backgrounds, we
might write off the entire case. But, we are
dealing with a large number of witnesses,
many of them with impressive technical/
professional background.

0

ne witness, eminently qualified to
pass judgement on the airplane theory, is
William Hele, chief meteorologist for the
National Weather Corporation, located at
the Westchester County airport. As an aviation weather expert, he is familiar with all
types of aircraft. He rejects the airplane
theory completely, as is obvious from this
~ondensed transcript of his own sighting:
"I was driving south on the Taconic
highway. As I approached route 134, I
noticed a number of lights on the horizon
moving very slowly from east to west. Since
I am around aircraft quite a bit, anything in
the sky that well·lighted aroused my curi·
osity. At this point, the object began
approaching me; I realized that this was not
any type of aircraft that I am familiar with.
There seemed to be from five to seven
lights arranged like a large check mark. AS
they approached, I heard no sound. I would
estimate at this point that their altitude was
about 1,000 feet, and making a forty-five
degree angle from the horizon. The object
then slowed down to a crawl, but was still
moving, and the lights started changing all
different colors as if a rotating prism was in
the lights. No known aircraft has a rotating
prism for a light source. At this point, the
lights ceased to exist; they faded away
quickly to zero lumens. I started scanning
the skies, looking for something. I could
not even see a dark outline or silhouette of
an object against the sky. I suppose 30 or
40 seconds elapsed when all of a sudden ...
FLASH ... the entire string of lights came

on. I was alone on the road at the time and
I started to get just plain scared. I would
estimate the object was about 1,000 feet
directly above me. It subtended an angle so
large in the sky that it led me to believe that
it was about a quarter of a mile long. If the
lights in fact were connected by some type
of structure, I could not see it The object
continued to hover for a half-dozen or more
seconds and then it began to drift slowly
north. Then two young men came running
up to me, screaming, 'Mister, do you have a
camera!!r They told me that they had been
following the object for some time. The
object then slowly drifted toward the
horizon and was lost to view."
It is clear that whatever Mr. Hele saw
was not any type of conventional aircraft.
His testimony is corroborated by that of 30
other witnesses who were independent of
each other along a stretch of Taconic
Parkway (which runs through the towns of
Briarcliff Manor, Ossining, Yorktown, and
Millwood, New York). All of these towns are
in Westchester county.
A,,proximately 15 minutes before the
Hele sighting, the object (or a similar one)
was seen near Stormville airport, the north·
emmost sighting of March 24th. Three wit·
nesses state that they got to within 200 feet
of the object which hovered above their
heads for 10 minutes ..• a really close
encounter!

(Ed note: Because of space limita·
lions in this issue and because we await
sketches and further details from
Imbrogno and Clark, including a fiue-hour
interuiew, we will continue this Saga in the
next issue. This spectacular sighting, re·
/erred to in the last paragraph, we wish to
examine more closely in its relation to the
panoply of other sightings made/arther to
the south that same euening.)
D
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LETIERS
"A War with the Unknown"
Dear Dr. Hynek:
I am a 37·year old housewife in Rock·
ford, Illinois, who has two. children, and I
am married to an attorney. I cannot tell you
how pleased I was to read the artide in the
newspaper about your coming to Rockford
to talk to the people in Byron who sighted
UFOs. If only there was someone like you
to talk to years ago when I had an experi·
ence! Over the years I have told my .. story"
to only a few trusted friends (who looked at
me like I was crazy) and to my husband
who cannot comprehend nor logically deal
with what happened to me ... The reason
rm writing you is to finally tell this to someone who understands and possibly to shed
some light on your research. I hope that
others who have remained silent will also
contact you.
Jn 1966, outside of Peoria, Illinois, my
boyfriend (who I dated for three years) and I
were parked in an isolated area. I had
driven there in my car which was a converti·
ble and we were busy kissing when sud·
denly the brightest light I've ever seen was
over some nearby trees. I remember feeling
sharp pain in my eyes and my date telling
"
me not to look and to get the "
out of there .•
Later, we decided to contact a scientist
my date knew at the Argonne National
Laboratory, and we went to his office to
meet with him. He also had another man in
the office who taped our story and who told
us that all we had seen was light reflecting
off ground fog (it was a clear star-filled sky
and warm out •.. and we were in a very
isolated area •.. no lights to be reftected!)
and that the figures we had seen were
simply deer. My response to that was that I
had never seen deer wearing patches. We
were angry at the fact that there was
nobody to tell our story to, and we also felt
that making any more waves would not
only embarrass us but possibly our parents.
My friend and I kept in touch until
1968, when we broke up. We were students
at the University. We will never forget what
happened, and I've never had any other
experience. {See "Out of the Past").
(continued on page 9)
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BOOMERANG!
by Chris Clark

In recent issues we haue couered the
spectacular New York "Boomerang" episode ouerall, giuing the composite testimony of dozens of witnesses (see /UR Vol.
9, No. 2). Here now is the euent uiewed
through the eyes of a witness who was, at
the time, unaware of the existence of the
hundreds of other percipients. The witness, Gene Mallon, is a New York State
Corrections Officer who "moonlights" on
occasion by taking tickets ·at his father-inlaw's ski slope on Mt. Storm; his father-in/aw also operates a restaurant there. On
this occasion, Mallon had been uisiting his
father-in-law and was leauing when ... now
let Chris Clark, who with Philip Imbrogno
interuiewed Mallon, take up the story.

lYPE:
DATE:
TIME:

CE-I
March 24, 1983
8:30 p.m.
DURATION: 20 minutes
WITNESSES: 4
PLACE:
Stormville, New York
Mallon, a level-headed family man, was
at first reluctant to report his sighting. He
felt that people would think him crazy or
that he might be hounded by investigators
and authorities. He only decided to come
forward after reading numerous newspaper
and magazine accounts of similar sightings
which had taken place at about the same
time. He said he wanted to get the experi·
ence "off his chest"

He quickly abandoned that idea. These
lights, brighter than car headlights, were all
white for a period of time, then flashed in
different colors. This stopped him in his
tracks. He got out of the Jeep, now only
some 30 to 50 feet from the main road and
the entrance to the driveway, and looked
up. "I've never seen anything like this
before. There was this object hovering right
over my head.'' ft was noiseless, he reported.
"l could see this thing, whatever it was.
It appeared to be metal. The whole thing
was circular, and it just sat there. It was all
like just flashes beneath it" Mallon had
difficulty articulating his experience because
he had never before experienced anything
as strange as this.
He told us that when he first spotted
the lights from his Jeep they appeared to
be in the shape of "a half-moon, or a V."
but when he got under it "the whole thing
was circular, one solid piece.'' It apparently
was not solid, since he observed "some·
thing moving inside the thing. I could see
moving parts, or something.''

Once he began telling his story to the
investigators,' it became clear that he was
relating a Close Encounter that had left him
awe-struck, bewildered, and very nervous.

He called Tom out from the Jeep to
look. but Marybeth wouldn't get out She
was screaming and shortly became semi·
hysterical. Despite her distress, he continued
to watch, fascinated. The lights ("a whole
bunch, many more than 20 or 30") outlined
the entire object, making the edges look
bright and the center very dark. The lights
did not reflect off the object, which Mallon
called "enormous." "If the lights hadn't
been there, I couldn't have seen a thing ...
there was no reflection," he said.

He had left his father-in-law's place of
business, driving his Jeep and accompa·
nied by two of his neighbor's children, Tom,
16, and Marybeth, 14. "Very low lights,
approximately 200 to 300 feet above my
head" immediately caught his attention. His
first impression was that his father-in-law,
unknown to him, had installed new lights
on the sign at the driveway entrance to the
ski slope. But he wondered at their height;
the lights already on the sign were only ten
or fifteen feet above the ground.

Mallon watched the hovering object
from directJy underneath for ten minutes.
(Editor's note: This must certainly be re·
garded as highly subjective; under trauma·
tic conditions, estimates of time can be
highly distorted.) He said the object was
very quiet: "Maybe there was a hum or
something, but I'm not sure. There was
nothing like an engine." It remained 200 to
300 feet overhead, about 100 to 150 feet
above the telephone poles at the end of the
driveway, which he used for reference.
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Mallon then responded to the girl's
crying. He backed his Jeep some 400 feet
to the restaurant and called his father-in-law
out from the kitchen in time for him to see
the object moving slowly toward the Taconic
Parkway. "My God! It's awfully large.'' said
the father-in-law, "and it's not making any
noise.'' He couldn't believe the size of it,
Mallon added. The object now appeared as
a V-shape of lights, a boomerang, and had
appeared circular only when viewed from
directly beneath.
Manon picked up the children's parents and they all tried to catch up with the
object. now still V-shaped, but it was off in
the distance. "I went down Holzman Ml
Road, down Rt. 52, then got onto Rt. 84
heading towards Newburgh. The time was
then about 9: 15 to 9:30," he said. The
object disappeared from Mallon' s sight
going west over 1-84.
"I can't compare it to anything I've ever
seen in the sky before," Mallon told us. He
reported no adverse physical effects, (except
for goosebumps), no unusual animal behav·
ior, no electrical disturbances to his vehicle,
and no loss of time.
While at the sighting location, Mallon
recreated his sighting for us as best he
could. He opened his arms to more than
shoulder width to describe the apparent
size of the object. Rough calculations indi·
cate the length to have been about 150 to
200 feel The height above the ground was
about 200 to 300 feel
It was learned later that people at the
ski-slope parking lot and at the restaurant
also saw the object, watching it at the same
time Mallon stood under il They did not
see him observing it, however, as he would
have been obscured from their vision.
(Editor's note: Readers will note that
the Mallon sighting corresponds quite well
to the composite sighting of the event of
that March 24th night. described in previous
issues. We learn that Philip Imbrogno and
Chris Clark plan a book about this historic
sighting based on interviews with about 100
witnesses.)
o
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by Philip J. lmborgno

Alter

the March 24, 1983, flap we
thought we had seen the last of the mysteri·
ous visitor reported in the skies over
southern New York and southwestern Con·
nedicul Thus I was surprised when on
June 14, 1984, I received a call from Peter
Gersten. of Peekskill. N.Y.• reporting new
multiple sightings by independent witnesses.
What they reported, once again. was a large
V-shaped formation of up to 20 multicol·
ored lights.
These sightings occurred between the
end of May and about June 25, with the
bulk on May 31, June 11 and June 14. Mr.
Gersten and I together searched for wit·
nesses and between the two of us received
well over 90 reports.
The majority of the sightings came
from the middle of Westchester county, but
some also came from Fishkill, N.Y., in Put·
nam county. They described a large forrna·
tion of lights. flashing from red to white to
blue to green, with a dark mass behind the
lights. The formation was reported to hover
and to make either no sound or, at times, a
faint, low-pitched hum. The lights were
always in a V-fonnation. with the distance
between the lights remaining constant even
as the object turned. The sightings demanded investigation. particularly because
of their similarity to those of 1983. So with
the help of field investigators Chris Clark
and George Lesnick, an investigation was
begun. This time we had the assistance of
MCJFON member Lee O'Conner, of Dan·
bury. Conn.
On May 31, 25 witnesses contacted us
from the towns of Yorktown, Hawthorne,
Bedford and Peekskill and an additional 10
excellent sighting reports came from Fishkill. Space will permit us to focus only on
several accounts from first-rate witnesses.

May 31, 1984, 8:15 P.M.
John Burdett. a corporate executive for
IBM with a B.S. in computer science. and
his family were out on their deck, which
overlooks the northern section of the sky in
Hawthorne. Looking northward. they noticed
approaching them a bright string of white
lights, low on the horizon. At first they
thought it was a large jet, perhaps a 747, in

trouble.
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The object continued its approach. It
was a V·shaped formation of white lights,
15 in all. The Burdetts watched it as it
slowly moved toward their house. The for·
mation of lights passed directly overhead.
Burdett heard no sound whatever, but his
daughter detected a faint humming sound.
He called for Mrs. Burdett. who told me
later, "He was shouting for me to come out
in such an excited manner that I thought
the house was on fire." As the object (or
lights) crossed to the southern side of the
house, Burdett said, it stopped, with all
lights changing simultaneously to blue.
Soon the lights changed to all white as
they hovered about 40 degrees above the
southern horizon. Now the lights made a
very tight 180-degree turn until the apex of
the V was once again facing north. Now it
mov.ed slowly back toward the Burdetts'
home, veering to the northwest so that
when it passed their home it was about 60
degrees above the horizon.

More Nocturnal Lights
All witnesses reported some type of
dark mass behind the lights. The diagrams
they drew were quite similar. The Burdett
sighting lasted about 10 minutes. The
object's apparent size at its highest point in
the sky was about eight inches at arm's
length.
The police department in Mount Pleasant, located a quarter·mile south of the
Burdett home, logged 10 calls about the
UFO from area residents. The object was
also seen by a close neighbor of the Bur·
detts, but he has requested anonymity.

8:30 P.M.
As the formation of lights headed
north, it was reported from Pleasantville

and from along the Taconic highway. Mrs.
Conway, of Thomwood, claimed that the
object paced her car near route 117...The
lights were in a V·shaped pattern,'' she said.
.. It followed alongside the car for several
minutes and even when I slowed down to
15 miles per hour, the object kept pace
with the car au the time."
Mrs. Conway said the lights then faded
out for several seconds but when they came
back on, all were red. The formation then
picked up speed and was soon lost to the
north. By this time, Mrs. Conway stated,
several cars had pulled off to the side of the
road, with their occupants standing out·
side looking at the UFO pass by. According
(continued on page 8)

UFO SPECTACUIAR CONTINUES
When. among hundreds of witnesses. witnessed by large numbers of people have
are included IBM executives. M.D.s. CPAs. had easily explainable causes: meteors,
a top meteorologist. a priest. pilots, air baUoons. satellite re-entries and so on. But
traffic controllers. a biochemist. an electri- so far no satisfactory conventional explanacal engineer. coUege professors. police ofli· tion has been found. Nor is It likely to be If
cers, secretaries. a Navy flight lnsbUctor the host of responsible witnesses are to be
and many other professional people - and believed.
when their testimony about a given set of
On Aug. 25. 1984. a public forum
UFO sightings tums out to be remarkably
organized
by Peter Gersten. prime protagsimilar - surely even hardened skeptics
must take heed when no sensible explana· · onist In the Citizens Against UFO Secrecy
tion for these sightings presents Itself. But (CAUS) movement. was held In Brewster.
even they have been silent and have yet to N.Y. It was a highly successful 12·hourcome up with a suggested solution. let long meeting. attended by some 1.200
people. about 800 of whom had been
alone a viable and testable theory.
witnesses to the sightings. A notable feaWe are refening, of course, to the New ture was the large number of representaYork-Connecticut "boomerang" sightings tives of the press and other media: the
of 1983 and 1984. These have been New York llmes. the Chicago Tribune and
unique In that there have been far more the Hartford Courant were amng those
witnesses to them than to virtually any represented and the television and radio
other UFO sighting on record, they have coverage was excellent. The importance of
occurred over a relatively wide area (most the above is not In the numbers but In the
sightings are confined to a highly circum- quality of the media represented. a heart·
scribed area). and they have been recur· enlng change!
rent over a period of many weeks In each
The full story· has not yet been told. It
of two years. Usually. repetitive sightings
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is a continuing drama. But if it should
prove to have a naturaJ explanation. we
can be sure It will In itself be spectacular.
Clnless we Impugn the sanity of the many
Independent witnesses. planes. blimps.
atmospheric or astronomical phenomena
and halludnatfons have been ruled out.
With respect to the last. unless one can
show (and one means SHOW) just how
several highly responsible. technically
trained, articulate lndMduals. unknown to
each other and geographically separated,
can hallucfnate In unison and In detail. this
often proposed "explanation" is untenable.
One of the most dedicated investigators of this series of sightings has been
PhDlp Imbrogno. a science teacher and
writer on astronomical topics from Greenwich, Conn •• and a long-time associate of
CUFOS. He has brought together. for the
record, some of the highlights of both the
1983 and 1984 sightings, and we are
pleased to present both of his papers In
the following pages. They deserve careful
reading.
0
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More Nocturnal Lights - cont.
to Mrs. Conway, a clerk at a clothing store
in Chappaqua, the sighting occurred over a
five-minute period. She estimated the size
of the object that carried the lights to be
that of a football field or greater.

8:45 P.M.
At this time the Yorktown police received about 10 UFO reports. The witnesses
were informed that they had seen ultralight
aircraft in formation! David· Boyd,· an engi·
neer and a private pilot. was driving in
Yorktown near route 35 when he saw a V
formation of 10 red lights moving north·
ward. When the object tumed to the west.
all the lights tumed with it
At 8:45, as soon as Boyd arrived at his
Yorktown residence, he called the police.
When the sergeant on duty told him he had
seen ultralights, he tried to explain to the
officer that as a pilot with many hours in
the air he was certain that these were not
ultralight aircraft in formation. His words,
however, fell on deaf ears, and the officer
quickly terminated the conversation.

9:00 P.M.
Reports of the UFO now came from
the Fishkill area of Putnam county, about
10 miles north of Yorktown. Here, once
again, a large V·shaped formation of lights
was seen with some dark mass behind the
lights. The object was reported to hover
and change the color of its lights all at once
to either red, blue or green and white.

June 11, 1984: 9:30 P.M.
Between 9:30 and 10 P.M. numerous
reports came from the mid-Westchester
area. The majority were from the Mount
Kisco, Bedford and New Castle area. I
learned later that a number of police officers and the entire board of the New Castle
town government saw the UFO as it passed
directly over the town hall and police
headquarters.

I contacted the lieutenant on duty. He
said that the lieutenant who had been on
duty that night, Herbert Peterson, and Desk
Sgt Lowiy also saw it l made arrangements
to interview them at police headquarters on
June 15.
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Lt. Peterson and Sgt George Lowry
proved cooperative. They not only let me
talk with some of the officers who had seen
the UFO but also gave me copies of their
police reports concerning the UFO. Most
important, however, they let me listen to the
police tapes of that night when residents
were calling in to report the UFO. I also
heard taped records of several officers who
saw the lights while on patrol that night
At about 9:30 P.M. the New Castle
police began getting calls from many local
residents who described a formation of bril·
liant white lights in a V·like formation flying
slowly at low altitude. Sgt Lowiy was on
desk duty when the calls started lighting up
his switchboard.
At 9:35 Officer George Walsh radioed
headquarters that he had seen a large
object with rows of lights approach from
the south and hover over an area not far
from his patrol car. The object. he said, had
started to move toward the town and he
would follow it He called for another officer
to assist him and also verify the UFO' s
presence. The second officer reported a Vshaped formation of about 10 lights, mov·
ing very slowly toward police headquarters.
The two followed the object to almost
the center of town. Suddenly the lights
turned sharply northward and began to
move away- but then they again made a
sharp tum, turning as if rigidly connected,
and once again headed toward the center
of town. Since it was evident that the lights
were going to pass right over the police
station, one of the officers shouted over his
radio to Sgt Lowiy, "George, come outsider' Peterson also came out of his office
"to see what the hell was going on." He and
Sgl Lowry observed the formation of lights
approaching from the north.

As Peterson watched the object, Lowry
went into the nearby town hall meeting and
announced that a UFO was passing
overhead
Peterson, now alone, continued to
watch the object's approach. He saw a V·
shaped formation of very bright white lights
moving slowly and silently. The object (or
lights) then flew directly overhead. "It was
as if it was gliding over," Peterson told me.
At that point Lowry came running out with

members of the town's local government
The witnesses saw the UFO veer slightly to
the west and the lights fade slowly until they
were gone.
Lowry and Peterson agree this was one
solid object Both the officers who had
followed the object into town stated that at
times it would stop and hover "as if it was
waiting for us to catch up," as one put it
Peterson ran inside to call the tower at
Westchester county airport The transcript
of his conversation follows:
Peterson: This is U. Peterson from
the New Castle police. Do you have any
aircraft In our area?
Tower: You mean the lights ••• People
have been caDJng reporting lights.
Peterson: Well, we got a load of reports
from residents in the area and several of
our officers saw it also. The people are
getting somewhat upset about it and I
don't know what to tell them.
Tower: Don't worry about it. They are
most Ukely planes.
Peterson: What was seen was not
planes.
Tower: Just tell the people they saw
planes.
Peterson: Did you spot anything on

radar?
Tower: Yes, We had something but it

turned away and we lost it.
Peterson: What was It? The people
around here are seeing something!
Tower: It's planes. That's what I was
told. Anyway, there's not anything that we
can do anyway.
Still in an excited state about his sighting, Peterson neglected to ask the name of
the person with whom he was speaking.
Later, when 1 contacted the supervisor at
Westchester airport, he denied the conversation had ever taken place. When I mentioned the tapes, I was told that perhaps Lt.
Peterson was talking not with the tower but
with the flight operations office. 1found out
that the flight operations office closed at
9:00 P.M., and Peterson had called after
9:30. I have been unable to secure further
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Westchester Boomerang: March 24, 1983
This is the last of a series of articles on
the boomerang UFO sightings. This article
covers sightings which occurred on the
Taconic highway in Westchester county,
N. V. The sightings have yet to be explained.
It's hard to imagine an object the size
of a football field or larger flying over a
heavily populated area. The object report·
edly hovered, disappeared and reappeared
and sometimes cast brilliant beams of light
on hundreds of witnesses below. It all
sounds so much like a science-fiction movie
that if I had not been involved in the inves·
tigations, I would have had a hard time
believing the reports myself.

information. The supervisor who promised
to find out who was working that night did
not get back to me. When I called the tower
a few days later, l was told that no one
knew anything about the taped conversa·
tion. It was even suggested that perhaps the
lieutenant had called the wrong number
and someone had played a joke on him!
l checked the number that U. Peterson
called and it was in fact the number I also
have for the Westchester county airport air
traffic control tower.
Between 9:30 and 10:30 P.M. on June
11, reports of the lights also came from the
Fishkill area. Local police and state police
report that they received "numerous" reports of a large UFO. When I asked just
how many calls, the state police said, "Too
many."

June 14, 1984: 8:30 P.M.
Once again numerous sightings were
being reported to me and to the police at
Peekskill. Sightings also came from Croton,
Putnam Valley and Yorktown, all neighbor·
ing towns. Again the reports were of a large
formation of up to 20 lights in a V·forma·
tion. At times the lights were described as
all white and at other times as blue and red.
At 8:30 P.M. the Peekskill police were
sent to investigate sightings of a large for·
mation of 10 white lights hovering over the
northern section of town. For two minutes
the officers observed the lights, after which
the lights "drifted" to the north. Both offi·

by Philip J. Imbrogno
I shall cover the area in which the
majority of sightings occurred on March
24. 1983. This area, 14 miles long and two
miles wide, begins just south of Millwood,
N.V., and moves north to Yorktown. I have
divided the area into six positions or
sections. See map on page 10.

Position 1: 8:30-8:40 P.M.
At about 8:30 David Scarpino, an ac·
countant in his. 30s, was walking his dog

near a small reservoir in Ossining, N.V.
Turning around, he saw a large V.formation
of 12 lights hovering silently above a tree a
short distance from him.
The lights all started to tum at once, as
if rotating on a wheel, and then moved in
an easterly direction. Scarpino noticed a
faint blue light just above the white lights.
The object moved to a position on the
other side of the water at a height he
estimated to be more than several hundred
feet above tree-top level. Shortly after the
object reached the other side, it hovered
(continued on page 10)

cers heard a faint, low·pitched humming
sound. At no time were the officers - or the
25 residents with whom I spoke - able to
identify the lights.

The object was reported by several
other local people, but only Morissey observed any type of structure - perhaps
because the object flew directly over his
head.

One report, from a 33-year-old con·
struction engineer, Norman Morissey,
stands out from the rest because it appears
that this witness got the best look at the
UFO.

The sightings again made headlines in
the local papers and as before, in the following days people told of seeing formations
of planes in an "X" and "cross" formation.
The UFO witnesses who saw these planes
could hear engine sounds. They emphati·
cally insisted that the UFO lights and the
plane lights were entirely different; the
planes could easily be identified as what
they were. Nonetheless the authorities again
wrote off the sightings as having been
caused by planes in formation, much to the
anger of those who had seen the UFO.
Since then many have signed statements
attesting that what they saw were not conventional aircraft.

On his way from his house to his car
Morissey spotted nine lights in a V.forma·
tion approaching slowly from the northwest
Although he first took it to be a large jet in
trouble, he soon realized that this was some
type of triangular craft surrounded by bril·
liant white lights. He heard no sound as the
object passed overhead, but close observation revealed a dark greyish, solid material,
apparently quite massive, connecting the
lights in a triangular formation.

He likened the structure to steel girders
on the frame of a building under construe·
tion. He thought that the object was at least
100 feet from end to end; but the lights
were so bright that they obscured the object
behind them. He estimated the UFO to
have been at least as large as both his
hands spread out from thumb to thumb at
arm's length. Shortly thereafter he lost sight
of the object when it turned toward the
west His sighting had lasted less than 10
minutes.
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We do know that the planes are up
there. Now they seem to have been joined
by helicopters which have also been seen
flying in close formation. We are now track·
ing down the aircraft: and will soon find out
who is piloting them and where they are
from. Inside information tells us that at least
two of these planes come from the Storm·
ville airport. I must mention that they are
not the same group of fliers who tried to
simulate the UFO of March 24, 1983. The
pilots now seem to be highly trained and to
put in their appearance often as early as
four hours after the UFO is seen.
Our investigation continues.

D
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The Hudson Valley Sightings:
A Reply to Dick Ruhl and APRO
In a recent Issue of the APRO BulleUn
(VoL 32, No. 6) Dick Ruhl and his associates claim they have solved the so-called
Hudson Valley Boomerang sightings. which
they believe to have been caused by small
·planes flying In formation.
Over the course of more than two years.
after Interviews with dozens of technlcallyquallfled witnesses to the sightings (and
many more dozens of ordinary but solid citizens), my colleagues and I have come to
quite the opposite conclusion, even though
we have been aware from the beginning (as I
have pointed out In recent /UR articles) that.
on occasion. some witnesses have mistaken small planes flying In loose fonnatlon
for<JFOs.
We have on record 15 good witnesses
who not only saw the planes flying In fonnatlon but. on another evening. saw the <JFO.
All maintained that the planes were easily
Identified as such but that the <JFO was
something they had ne\lel' before seen. Other
witnesses saw only the <JFO but are emphatic that they were not seeing small planes flying In fonnatlon. One of these Is Airport
Meteorologist BUI Hele who on March 24,
1983, reportedly stood directly under the
<IFO and. despite his many years' experience
with planes. especially small planes. could
not Identify what he saw as small planes In
formation.

by PhiUp J. Imbrogno
Ruhl cites statements by some State
Police officers that the UFO was merely a
plane fonnatlon. When. however, we asked
these same State Police to speak at our
Brewster, New York. conference (which was
attended by some 800 purported wit·
nesses), they declined. saying, "We do not
have enough evidence to prove that the
sightings were caused by flying In formation."
Ruhl says the planes were flying wing·
tip to wlng·tlp and seemed almost to hover.
It Is true that a plane flying Into a strong wind
ean appear to hover, but pilots whom we
asked told us that to fty five or six planes In
close proximity Into a strong head wind
would be to Invite disaster.
On the night of June 21, 1984, Ruhl
photographed a plane at the Stonnvllle Airport. allegedly the airport from which the
stunt flyers flew. He assumed the plane had
broken from a formation and landed separately. Ruhl accused the pilot of faking a
<JFO. Although the pilot hotly denied this.
Ruhl took down the plane's Identification
numbers which. he writes. showed the craft
belonged to a Mr. Hersh (or Hirsh).
On the night of June 21 a formation of
planes was sighted. We talked with one of

the pilots. Peter Dine. who conflnned that he
does Indeed fly with friends but In a loose formation, far from wlng·tlp-fonnatlon flying.
Also we have the names of the pilots who
flew that night; a Mr. Hersh (or Hirsh) Is not
among them.
It ls Interesting to note that on this night
few UFO reports were made and these came
from Individuals we judged to be poor wit·
nesses. But on June 14 and July 24 there
were hundreds of reported sightings. Ruhl
ascribes these to planes. Yet on these two
nights weather records show that the wind
velocltywas 30·35 mph-much too strong.
we are told, for planes of the Cessna type to
fty In close formation. however excellent
the pilots.
·
Finally, two additional but unrelated
points:
The APRO BulleUn (VoL 29, No. 7)
reports a sighting of a boomerang-shaped
<JFO over Lewiston, Ohio. APRO calls this a
bue CIFO-yet the drawing accompanying
the report Is nearly Identical to the ones
made by over 20 witnesses to the Hudson
Valley OFO. APRO says nothing about formation-flying In that Instance.
Second. Ruhl alleges In his APRO article
that the Brewster conference was Intended
to raise money for Dr. Hynek' s Arizona research faclllty. This ls false. At no time has
Hynek accepted money from the organizers
of that conference; In fact, the subject never
came up.
In my opinion the Hudson Valley sight·
lngs-at least those not known to have been
caused by aircraft-remain a mystely. •
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THE WESTCHESTER SIGHTINGS
by Dick Ruhl with Richie Petracca,
Sal Giamusso and Gerry Arena

Stormville Pilots Overhead
See column two

MYSTERIOUS AMERICA
by Loren Coleman
(Faber & Faber, Winchester, MA, 1983 , 301 pps .,
illus., $9.95 .)

My initial impression was that Loren Coleman
s hould have covered some material in more depth.
However, upon s lapping myself about (a task which
we intellectually masochistic reviewers undertake with
delight), everything became clear : This is not so
much a book for people acquainted with Fortean
events as it is an introduction for curious, unsuspecting readers--a goal well accomplished.
To his credit, Coleman begins his trek across
Fortean America by telling the reader exactly who
Charles Fort was (how many books and articles have
we seen where the word "Fortean" is repeated approximately 15,000 times with absolutely no indication for
the unenlightened reader of its origin?).
Continuing , the author touches upon out-of-place
things, anima ls and incidents sprinkled across America
which confound logical minds: The "Dover Demon",
enormous s nakes , mystery cats and kangaroos, Bigfeet
and t heir possible UFO connection , etc.
Of particular interest is the section " Phantoms
Afield ," with emphasis on ghost-like " mad" gassers,
phantom clowns and the "Wandering Nephites".
Coleman 's descriptions of vicious clowns whose threatening antics seem anything but clown-like are enough
(See

"America " - page 2)

During the early part of the week of June 11th, I
recieved a call at my art studio in New York from Dan
Crawford of CBS Network TV News. He wanted to
know what was going on in Westcherster County . I
asked what he was referring to . He replied .. "all the
UFO sightings upstate" . I stated that this was the
first I had heard about it, and asked him to give me
what information he had and I would check to see if it
was legitimate. It seems there were UFO sightings the
night of June 12th over New Cassel , Mt. Kisco,
Bedford, Briercliff, Peekskill , Pleasantville , Yorktown,
Putnam Valley in Putnam County and various other
places . I 'm very familiar with this area as I used to
spend all my summer vacations in Mt. Kisco when I
was young.
I made some telephone calls to the Peekskill, Mt.
Kisco and New Cassel Police departments and got the
information as to what was sighted and also names of
witnesses. Speculation ran from genuine UFOs to light
aircraft to ultra -lights . This , I informed the police,
sounds like a repeat of last year and there was some
agreement with my observation.
INVESTIGATION BEGUN
That night I called three ot her Field Investigators,
Sal Giamusso, Gerry Arena, and Richie Petracca and
arrangements were made to start our investigation on
Saturday, the 16th . In the meantime I called the
witnesses on the telephone to get an idea of what was
being seen .
We started out from the Mt. Kisco police
department, then proceeded to New Cassel where we
met with Mrs. Lois Mitchell, the town supervisor,
t hen on to Bedford, then to Peekskill where the police
helped us set up an observation post which overlooked
the town and the Indian Point Nuclear Plant over
which the object was also seen. This plant and the
vast water reservoir system for New York City are the
only important areas that would interest a UFO,
according to what is known about snooping " aliens".
There is also Camp Smith, a National Guard Training
Center and the ammunition dump near Bear Mountain
that could hold their interest, and of course, power
lines.
The Peekskill police would only talk to us off t.h e
record at that time as they needed clearance from the
(See

"Westchester" ·page 3)
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Westchester
(continued from page one)

commissioner first. One sergeant told us he saw the
object very low overhead and it was as large as a big
jet airliner and with no discernable noise accompanying it. Basically what was being seen all over was a
wedge-shaped group of white lights, but there were
some reports of colored lights seen such as green, blue,
amber and red. Nothing occurred that night so we
headed back to the New Cassel police department
where we interviewed a police lieutenant, Sgt. Lowery
and patrolman Walsh. The following are their reports
of what occurred, followed by Lois Mitchell's testimony.
FIRST-HAND TESTIMONY
Sgt. George Lowery and Ptl. Gary Walsh were on
duty the night of June 11. Lowery heard over the
police scanner at 9:15 p.m. that several other town
police departments were having UFO sightings. He
told Walsh and two lieutenants that the UFO was
coming into their area and requested them to go
outside to determine if anything could be seen. From
outside, Ptl. Walsh asked Sgt. Lowery, over a police
car radio, to come outside as the object was
approaching from the west over the mountains.
Lowery said that he saw approximately six bright
white circular lights in a "V" formation. He
immediately ran upstairs into the building to where
the Town Board was holding its meeting. He had been
reprimanded for not telling the Board about the last
sightings they had had over the town in 1983. They all
ran down and outside.
Lowery was the last to emerge and when he looked
up the object was making a left hand tum going north
and appeared to be going higher and the lights
appeared to be fading. He guessed that this could be
because they were observing the rear of the UFO. Sgt.
Lowery thought he heard a low droning sound but said
no one else heard it. Field investigators Richie
Petracca and Gerry Arena asked about the size of the
object and Lowery estimated it to be the size of a
Boeing 747 jet liner. Field inspector Sal Giamusso
inquired about any colors on the object. Lowery
responded that he did not see any nor did he see a
shape, only the white lights. One of their officers
claimed to have seen the shape of the object that was
seen last year and said it was one large body. Lowery
said that the lights were as bright as landing lights on
aircraft but did not have the glow nor the beam that
would come from a landing light. There were no other
lights on the craft. He could not discern whether the
lights were on the top, bottom or side of the UFO. He
did say that he saw more lights on one side of the
"wedge" than the other. It seems that they all saw the
same object but described it somewhat differently.
Mrs. Lois Mitchell, superintendent, town of New.
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Cassel, was attending a board meeting at approximately 9:15 on the evening of June 11, 1984, in the
same building that housed the police department. Sgt.
George Lowery broke into the meeting and pointed to
Mrs. Mitchell, saying "Come out here right now.
There is a UFO coming over the building.'' She was
the first to get out and see the lighted object which
was coming from the northwest going to the northeast.
The entire town board of approximately 25 people were
viewing it by this time. They watched the object for
five minutes until it slowly disappeared behind a treelined hill. "No noise, no wind, no ambient noise of any
kind", Mrs. Mitchell said. They did see a small plane
come under it on the approach to Westchester airport.
They could hear the engine of the aircraft. "The object
looked like a boomerang or a delta wing shape and it
had three greenish-white lights on it. The lights were
steady and appeared to be on top of whatever it was,
not under it or around it.'' Mrs. Mitchell said that
there was a shape to it but could not discern what it
was, except for the position of the lights. There were
no other lights on it. The motion of the craft was
"very steady and very, very slow, just gliding." She
could not guage the altitude of the object except that
it was higher than the small plane that was coming
out of Westchester airport. New Cassel is at the five
mile marker to the runway approach. Mrs. Mitchell
believes the object was way above that and whatever
it was, it was big.
RADAR CONTACT
In checking with the Westchester airport it was
confirmed that there had been radar contact with the
object. It was visually seen also, but the people at the
airport could not identify the craft. I was told it could
not be ultra-light aircraft as there would not be enough
surface or metal to cause a return signal on the radar.
The only possible way this could happen would be if it
were a group of ultra-lights. We pretty well ruled out
ultra-lights as they were not allowed to fly at night
because they are not equipped with lights. Even if
lights were strung onto the wings it would be extremely dangerous to fly, as the engines are not powerful
enough to carry the extra load of the heavy lights.
Also, ultra-light engines are quite noisy and one of the .
common facts mentioned during the multitude of
sightings was the absence of noise. The only exception
was that some witnesses did hear a slight humming
sound when the objects were very close.
AT MT. KISCO
Mt. Kisco resident Adrienne Pellini, who is a salesperson for a copying company, related her experience
from the night of June 25th: "I was on my terrace and
looked up and just at that moment, a tremendously
large object, that was solid, was passing over my
building .... It got bigger and bigger. It didn't
grow .... just that more of it became visible and it was
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unbelievably large. When I could see the back of it,
there were three large lights to the left and three very
large lights to the right. And, it had red (lights) on
the left and right ends. It was a triangular shape that
was indented ~n the back and from the lights to the
forward section, almost in a straight line, were six
discernable thin lines -- gleaming like metal struts
(going to the leading edge of the triangular shape
Field investigator).
HUGE, SILENT
"It was so big it filled up the whole sky and it was

very solid. It blocked out the stars and clouds that
were very visible that night because it was a very
clear night. I watched it for about 30 to 45 seconds in
awe, wondering what it could possibly be. It was
absolutely silent. Then I ran down into the street. By
that time, whatever it was moved away on a straight
course. The lights were always equidistant. They never
moved or waivered and it assumed the shape of a
boomerang. I was no longer looking at it from underneath but from a different perspective and it was just
going into the distance. It was not very high and kept
heading north.'' Further questioning revealed that the
lights gave off a yellowish-white color and they glowed
with a fuzzy edge. When queried if this could be aircraft of any kind, Miss Pelini emphatically stated that
it was not. "It was one huge solid object. It passed
directly overhead and I saw it from the nose to the tip
of the tail. I saw the entire bottom of it." She said
that she assumed it to be a dark color and could not
make out any details other than the "struts" effect on
the bottom. Miss Pelini took four photographs and we
are waiting for them to be returned from a custom lab
in California. She also stated that the object was
larger than a 747 aircraft. Miss Pellini is majoring in
Archaeology, Anthropology and Osteology and has put
in 3Y2 years at State University of New York at
Purchase and White Plains, New York. Her library
consists of very difficult science reading. We consider
her to be an extremely reliable witness. Our only reservation is her ability to accurately estimate the size of
the object as our experience shows this to be true with
almost all UFO witnesses. There are no reference
points in the night sky and not knowing size creates
difficulty in guessing altitudes~
Only one of our witnesses described a differentshaped object. Mrs. Howard Murphy relates this
sighting of Thursday night , June 14 between 10:00
and 10:30 p.m.: "I was sitting in my living room
watching the •simon and Simon' television show and
had on a •scanner' radio, when I heard on one of the
stations that there were several reports of unidentified
lights in the sky, so I got up and went out on my front
porch and looked to the north and west, went off the
porch to the side yard and then back for about five
minutes or a little more. At the same time, I called
two or three times to my older cat to come in. Not
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seeing her, (the cat) I walked through the living room
and hall to the kitchen and called the cat out the
kitchen door. I looked up to the east and saw some
strangely placed lights and went back to take another
look. They or it were much closer. and I just watched
for about two or three minutes, not believing my eyes ..
I went to the top of the basement steps and called
down to my son and his girlfriend who were down
there in the finished room. Jan, the girl, came up with
me - after about five minutes, I left and called my son
again and said, •come on up - we're really not kidding." We all watched together for a while, they went
back downstairs and I continued to watch until it
slowly moved southward where
tree blocked my
vision. I stayed there and then came into the living
room to get a cigarette and finish a glass of milk I was
drinking and went back and waited. It came back the
same way and slowly went northward 'til my vision
was blocked again."
"When I first watched it before calling to the other
two people and after Jan came up, it remained stationary, not moving up-down or back and forth for at least
ten minutes. The lights were very bright yellowishwhite and pure white for most of the time - slightly
dimming a couple of times. Just before it took off
southward, all but two were dimmed down and left
that way. Those two remained pure white and bright.
There was no noise, rotations, odors, vibrations, etc."

a

First seen - just a string of lights - yellowishorangy clustered quite a distance away - slightly left
to straight ahead vision.

Unknown number of lights around - could see half
circle like this: All bright at first close look while
standing still.
Diffuse lighting - could see shape of oval top but no
distinct lights on top. Could not see bottom shape if
any.

Two lights on center of side stayed extra bright
when others all dimmed to same yellowish-orangy color
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I first saw - after a short time, moved at same height did not spin or turn - just moved slowly southward came back with lights the same except bright ones a
little Jes~ bright.
Bright Lights on side leaving.
'' l t was lower than large airplanes are that pass this
general area and definitely much larger in both length
and height. I know of no other objects that resemble
what I saw. I believe it was round - the top as I drew
above."
RUMORS RIFE
Space does not allow for all the cases to be written
up. Unfortunately, we have run into a serious problem,
for during this flap, rumors were rife as to these sightings being ultra-light aircraft or pilots flying sports
planes in close formation. This fact has muddied the
waters of all investigations being conducted by the
various UFO groups in the area. Sgt. Lowery of the
New Cassel police says that the object could not be
aircraft as the lights were too rigid as the craft made
its turn. He claims that a formation of planes turning
would cause t he lights to bobble - especially with
ultra-lights. Normally we would agree with his
assessment, as he spent four years in the U. S. Air
Force and is thoroughly familiar with formation flying.
Also, the speed of the "UFO" belies aircraft. Most
reports, and there were several thousand calls to the
police, etc., reported the object as almost hovering.
Many claimed it was hovering. Lt. George Lesnick of
the Fairfield police says the "plane theory" is ruled
out. Unfortunately or fortunately, depending on one's
viewpoint, our investigation proves them ·wrong, and
we believe the majority of reports to be incorrect. This
conclusion is based on the following facts and observations:
FACTS TO CONSIDER
Fact 1: Many reliable witnesses saw the object and
identified the lights as a formation of light aircraft and
these included policemen who have seen the pilots
many times.
Fact 2: Mt. Kisco had the honor of being visited by
the "UFO" on a Tuesday night, and I received a telephone call the next day from Patrolman Richard
Stooza. He informed me that he was on his way to
work and was driving on Route 1-84 near Stormville
Mountain and the Stormville Airport at approximately
11 :30 p.m . He was on the midnight to 8 a.m . shift.
Patrolman Stooza observed a grou.i: of lights in a
wedge or boomerang-shape coming from the direction
of Mt. Kisco to the south. As he observed them, one
of the lights broke formation, then another, until the
entire formation broke up. The lights circled over the
Greenhaven prison and proceeded to land at the
Stormville airport. I made arrangements with F.I.
Richie Petracca to stake out the airport the following
night (Thursday). By this time, a human pattern was
evolving, even though UFO reports were coming in on
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almost every night of the week. It seems that
Tuesdays and Thursdays were predictable and created
the heaviest phone calls to various town police stations.
INVESTIGATORS VIEW "UFO"
Thursday night Petracca and I arrived at Route 1-84
at 9:30 p.m. in time to see a brilliant white wedgeshaped object floating and turning in the sky. We
could hardly believe what we were seeing. We felt that
this was not a formation of planes, not the way this
object moved and seemed to hover. The lights were too
rigid on the turns. They suddenly turned all red and as
they continued to turn we saw multi-colored lights. I
braked the car and we jumped out holding our
7Xl5X30 binoculars. Even through the binoculars we
thought we were observing a genuine UFO . Suddenly,
Petracca shouted, "There's another one to the left." I
remarked, "Where the heck did that come from?" We
watched in utter amazement as the two objects glided
extremely slowly and maneuvered about themselves ,
constantly changing from white as they approached
us , to red as they turned away and then from the side,
the red, green-blue and white lights appeared. They
finally formed up into a huge boomerang-shape and it
was then that I saw some light reflected on the bodies
of six aircraft. We knew we had the evidence on the
'' Stormville pilots.''

Another shot of the alleged "UFO"

AIRPORT STAKE-OUT
Richie Petracca and I then staked out the airport,
using the excuse that we were lost, hungry and
looking for a diner. We noticed that the snack bar was
still open and asked for coffee and something to eat .
We struck up a conversation with the woman who runs
the snack bar, asking just what the "UFO burger" on
the menu consisted of. (It was beef - similar to a roast
beef sandwich). Finding this quite amusing, we were
further informed that there is a team of expert
parachute jumpers who practice there in the early
evenings and when it gets dark, the .precision formation pilots go up and fly all around.
In the meantime, a couple of girls and their boy
friends came into the restaurant and the girls were
saying that their boy friends promised that they would
see a UFO that night, coming over the airfield. We
kidded back , saying that there were no such things as
UFOs. Suddenly a man came in and said: "Hurry
outside - the UFO is coming over now ."
We went outside and there it was - hovering in the
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distance in the direction of Greenhaven prison. (Richie
and I left our binoculars and camera in the car so as
not to arouse suspicion). I said that this was a group
of airplanes. The girls complained that they had no
binoculars. I told them that I had some in the car and
would get them. My car was parked a distance from
the snack bar, but I was able to retrieve the binoculars
etnd my camera (a Cannon AEI equipped with a 70210 mm lens) and return to the group just as the
"UFOs" began to approach. I had plenty of time to
set up, use the binoculars and then get ready to shoot
some pictures. It was amazing that they could fly so
slow· and still stay aloft. Also, there was no engine
noise coming from six Cessna Skyhawks. It was only
when the aircraft came directly overhead that we could
hear a slight droning sound. They might have mufflers
on their engines as does a friend of mine who flies a
Billboard (advertising) aircraft and can go 10 miles per
hour groundspeed into the wind. This could be the
answer to the lack of noise. The planes then started to
break formation, circle the field, and land.
THREATS MADE
When the lead plane taxied up to our position I
raised my camera to take a picture. I was immediately
told not to do that, as the lead pilot did not like to be
photographed without his· permission. I was informed
that when the last person tried that, the pilot grabbed
the camera from the photographer, got into his plane,
took off and dropped the camera onto the runway from
the air. (Nice, threatening little story). I replied with
force that if he does that to me, I guarantee he will
spend the night in the "slammer". It was then we
were queried as to who we really were. Richie and I
insisted that we were advertising people looking for
locations to use for Nissan Datsun ads here on the
East coast.
Just as I was going to shoot the plane, the pilot
revved up the engine and started to turn away from
me. I managed to get off one shot and photographed
the number on the side of the plane. It is N-76106. I
later traced the registration through the Westchester
Federal Aviation Administration to the owner, whose
name is I van P. Hersh or Hirsh (l 'm not sure of the
spelling). The pilot turned the aircraft towards me and
put on its landing light so I could not get any more
photos. By then another plane landed and parked in
front of us, but the occupants refused to leave the
aircraft until we left. We did not see the other planes
land and we suspect they were notified by radio as to
what was occuring on the ground. We felt threatened
and decided it would be healthier for us to take our
leave, which we did, quickly.
Fact 3: I contacted Captain Murry Bennett, who
flies traffic reports for radio station WF AS. He
acknowledged that he has seen them many times from
the air and from the ground. He agreed that the pilots
have become a public nuisance and agreed with me
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that they presented a danger to people on the ground.
Bennett witnessed many near car accidents as the
planes ("UFO") came overhead, startling those below
on the highways.
Fact 4: I interviewed via telephone, Captain La
Polt of Greenhaven prison and several other prison
personnel who gave testimony that they had watched
the pilots take off and form up their wedge or
boomerang formation many times. They were also seen
coming back from their nightly jaunt, breaking up and
landing.
Fact 5: Peter Gersten informed me that he received
a call on the UFO hotline that he had set up to gather
data and cases, from a woman who said that she and
her boyfriend witnessed the pilots stringing extra
lights on their planes.
1983 "FLAP" REPEATED
Fact 6: This "flap" conforms exactly to the one of
1983 in which Mr. Philip Imbrogno of J. Allen
Hynek's group, CUFOS, did in-depth investigations,
and came to the conclusion that the majority of
sightings could be traced to pilots. He had also staked
out the Stormville airport as was reported in the
"International UFO Reporter" (July I August 1983
issue). For some strange reason, this year Mr.
Imbrogno seems to have reversed his stand and
minimizes greatly the evidence against the Stormville
pilots. He and Peter Gersten had hyped the sightings
to the point where Peter, himself, is quoted in the
newspapers as referring to the flap as "UFO
Hysteria". Why?
a. Peter planned a UFO conference with the goal
of raising money to further investigate the
sightings, and
b. to also raise money for CAUS (Citizens
Against UFO Secrecy) which we all support,
and,
c. to raise money for J. Allen Hynek's new
project in Arizona.
I personally believe that Peter Gersten and
Company are doing a great disservice to UFO investigation by this method of distorting facts and
withholding the truth in order to get money from the
public. This tends to give harmful ammunition to our
detractors such as Philip Klass, etc., who could do us
more harm than Gersten could do good, using courtroom lawyer tactics. Klass is already hard at work on
this flap. I know, because he called me from
Washington, D.C., and interviewed me. I warned
Peter that this will be the case.
"CONFERENCE'' RIGGED
To keep the record straight: All of us have the
highest respect for Peter Gersten, especially this
writer, as we have worked together several times and
did many radio programs on the Joel Martin Talk
Sh~w for which I helped arrange programs on UFOs
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and also co-hosted. But I'm disappointed in him and
the tactics he used to keep the truth from the people.
He did say some reports were aircraft, but most were
not. Peter asked me to be one of the speakers at his
neutral ('?) UFO Conference on August 25, and I said I
would speak on the subject of the pilots. This was
agreeable with him. When it came time for the
conference, I was mysteriously cut out as a speaker.
At the last minute during the Conference, (APRO was
not represented) he asked me to be on the discussion
panel. I reluctantly agreed to participate. When I
started to answer a question from the audience
explaining that 90 % of our evidence points to the
pilots, Peter tried to censor me. When I was accused
(by a witness) of distorting fact, Peter refused to allow
me to answer in front of the audience. This conference
was not without prejudice. In spite of this, I still
regard Peter as a friend and my remarks are meant to
be informative and of a constructive nature.
Fact 7: My cousin, Karl Huber, a photographer,
and I, visited several airports during daylight one day
in order to inspect and photograph the ultra-light
aircraft. We did finally find them at Stormville and
took photographs which prove nothing in itself. We
were told a lie while we were there, and that is that
the airport has no facilities for night flights. We found
this to be untrue.
On the way to Stormville, we stopped at Mahopac
Airport which does not have lights for night operations. The owner, who shall remain nameless, gave
testimony to the fact that he and his family and others
have seen the pilots flying in a wedge formation,
turning their lights on and off on signals from the lead
plane. He told us that on one occasion he approached
them from the air with his aircraft. They proceeded to
turn out their lights on command (he could hear this
over his radio) and only the lead plane kept his dome
light on. Then they would suddenly tum on all their
lights. And they were flying lower than the law allows.
These planes have been seen by a multitude of reliable
witnesses who claim they were flying at tree-top level
over populated areas. This is against the law, it is
downright stupid and irresponsible, with complete
disregard for the public's safety as well as their own.
There is also the disregard for their families to
consider. Who will take care of them if, God forbid,
they should accidentally collide in mid-air?
CONCLUSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS
We praise the flying skills of these men and can only
compare them to the Thunderbirds and the Blue
Angels. We have never seen anything comparable.
They are clever, in that the planes are painted black
and silver so as to minimize their image against a dark
starry sky. They do not fly on a cloudy or semi-cloudy
night, as they could be outlined against the clouds,
and thus discovered. It is also possible, and we must
speculate at this time, that pilots other than the
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Stormville group, are involved in these antics. We
believe the video tape shown at the UFO Conference,
allegedly of the "UFO", is a tape of the "Pilots". As
we viewed the tape, it looked exactly like the
formation created by these men and their planes.
We do believe that there is a probable 10 % chance
that there has been a genuine object up in the
Westchester, Putna111, Dutchess County area, as well
as some parts of Connecticut. The investigations must
continue and on this point we all agree with Mr.
Imbrogno and Peter Gersten. Many of the witnesses
were highly reliable, believable and honest in their convictions. No one should feel embarrassed or be made to
feel foolish if they did see the pilots and mistakenly
reported them as a UFO. They almost had us fooled.
The witnesses must re-examine what they saw in an
objective manner in the light of the facts. Mrs.
Murphy saw both - the pilots at night and the UFO,
and she feels they are definitely different. Time will
tell, we hope.
One other point: In my conversations with several
FAA officials, I was informed that the Stormville
pilots are not breaking the law by flying tight formations at night, providing they keep to a proper lawful
altitude and that the lighting conforms to FAA
regulations. The FAA is interested in the low tree top
flights but we can only do something about that if
witnesses can identify the planes and the numbers on
them and are willing to sign an affidavit attesting to
this fact. It is also time for the pilots to come forward
and help us to discern between themselves and the
alleged UFO, or we will have another flap like this
again next year.
Being an artist, I have the ability to create drawings
that are incomplete in areas. A person viewing the art,
can and will, with his own eye and imagination, finish
the drawing according to the way his mind sees fit.
The same principal can be applied to people viewing an
unknown group of lights against a dark sky. Bright
lights can give off a glow creating a shape that really
doesn't exist. Areas in the center appear to be darker
than the surrounding sky. This is all illusion. Ask any
psychologist. People can be influenced during a UFO
flap by media hype as we believe is happening in the
New York area. This is not to accuse people of
dishonesty. We all can be fooled by the unknown due
to lack of facts.
We would like to thank Bob Gribble of the National
UFO Reporting Center and the Police Departments of
Mt. Kisco, Peekskill and New Cassel for their
assistance has been invaluable.

* * * * *

PRESS REPORTS
by Doris and Joe Graziano

NEW HAMPSHIRE - October 31, 1983 - Rochester
& Dover - Several area residents, including a police
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THE WAVE OF "WING" REPORTS:
MORE ON THE "BOOMERANG": "AS
LARGE AS TWO FOOTBALL FIELDS"
R . Perry Collins
FSR reader Bob Collins of Bridgeport, Connecticut, is, as he says, a man who " grew up in the Air Force and now
works as an aerospace engineer ". What he has to tell us will be seen to corroborate fully all that we learned from
the two articles on the great "Boomer ang" craft, by Messrs Imbrogno, Lesnick and Clark, which we published in
FSA Volume 30, No. 3, last February. EDITOR
ROM

March of 1983 to the present (Nov. '85) a UFO

First reports

F wave of unprecendented duration and consistency

The wave had its beginnings in March of I 983. On
March 17th, residents of Kent, N.Y. and motorists on
the nearby I-84 highway reported a large UFO hovering and moving slowly over the area. From that date
to the present, there have been reports of a huge, dark,
metallic object, displaying glowing lights and flying
very low over populated regio ns. The lights have most
often been described as fo rming a large open "V" or
"boomerang". In some cases the lights have changed
position, rapid ly fo r ming such configurations as a
"horseshoe", "cross", straight line, and a large circle.
Often the configuration changes happened while the
object hovered, finally com ing back to the "V" shape
before the object accelerated rapidly away.

has enveloped significant areas of the eastern United
States. It has been centered over New York and Connecticut and involves a UFO re peatedly reported as
"larger tha11 a football field': and by one witness as
"about two footba ll fie lds". T his UFO has flown low
over populated areas numerous times for more than
two years. It has shown variable lighting but most
often is reported as a huge "wing" or "boomcrang"-shaped array of lights, swi tched on and olT, seemingly to attract attention. There has also been related
activity, such as flights of aircraft in various formations, disp lay ing non-regu lation lights and reports of
federa l a·g ency interest. This activity has not been
mentioned to any great degree by th e nationa l media.
Local newspapers a nd independ ent radio and te levision broadcasts have presented a great deal of information, but in a scatte red fashion. Th is article wi ll
present a summation of the wave and of investigations
into its nature.

T h e press h eadli nes
One week after the I 7th, on March 24th, the UFO was
seen again. Citizens and police officers of Yo rktown,

The " Boomerang" craft.

2

Mt. Kisco, and Carmel, New York State, reported a
very large "V"-shaped object with multi-colored lights
moving low over their towns. "Hundreds Claim To
Have See11 UFO"read the headlines of the Port Chester
Daily Item on the next day. The object was seen again
the following night (the 25th) and the night after that.
In early April the object began being seen over Danbury, Connecticut, less than thirty miles from the New
York towns. More headlines appeared. Between March
of 1983 and November of 1985 more than eighty articles
reporting this UFO appeared i1l local 11ewspapers in the
two States of New York and Cmmecticut. The most recent, dated October 18th, 1985, appeared in the
Bridgeport Post and the Danbury News Times in Connecticut. These two articles described a huge, low-flying object seen by an estimated 2,000 witnesses. The
object displ.ayed "V"-shaped lights which changed color from white to red to green and back to white. The
''wing" shape changed from a "V'' to a straight line (as
the object hovered) and back to a "V'' (as the object
rapidly accelerated away).
Enter the "light aircraft"
Within a month after the first articles appeared, a
group of aircraft began flying over these same areas in

.......
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"V" formations, displaying non-regulation lights. At
first, officialdom tried to explain the UFO as "hang
glider" and "ultralight aircraft". These explanations
proved inadequate, primarily because ultralight aircraft could not carry the numerous large, bright lights
displayed by the UFO. Now, with the appearance of
aircaft formations, a more adequate explanation became available. The important fact to note is that these
fomiations of aircraft had not been seen or reported until
a month after the first reports of the UFO. Many of the
witnesses who had seen the UFO had also seen the aircraft. They agreed that there was 1w c01ifusi11g the two.
The UFO was huge, moved very slowly, hovered,
rotated on its own axis, made abrupt turns and
occasionally accelerated and decelerated very rapidly.
Much of the public accepted the "aircraft" explanation, seemingly relieved that there was an explanation, even if it did seem manufactured. Those who
had seen the UFO did not. The witnesses included
business executives, engineers, and pilots - people
whose testimony was difficult to ignore. There were
also very large numbers of witnesses, at times numbering in the thousands in one night. The UFO
characteristically flew very low over relatively affiuent
areas, usually overflying five to ten towns, always displaying brightly glowing lights of various colors.

'10° IVRN,

1-..l G--t+TS ., RoTPtTE."I:>
INTO 'T'-' RN •· E3EFoRe. 7UR N

IN,,, ATE:t>, 'Tl)R,N ASRU rrst.JI
W rr 1+ P't ~ E-X o Fu.TR I A N ~

AL. W·R'I s

-:f=OR W.f\-~

'-E. "

fi9 i.
1»-oH 1-\S B. SCH-ooi--re: Acrt--e..R

/,

F•.5 i+-

s R. I~'"

f19 3.
CA~o\...e

8. ttovsE..U;)\F-E.

3

8 ~ 1r\.\ R ..P G-Ki=tl> E.
S'\Vt>aNT

Research by Imbrogno and Lesnick
What is the real nature of the reported activity? What
is actually going on? Two men most involved in the
investigation of these reports were Phil Imbrogno and
George Lesnick. Phil, a graduate astronomer and an
investigator for CUFOS, conducted a tireless and
thorough investigation. His partner, George Lesnick,
worked as a Lieutenant in the Fairfield (Connecticut)
police department and has had many years of experience as a professional investigator. Together the two
men brought to light many incidents, which, upon
careful study, cannot be explained conventionally.
Their work in interviewing witnesses, correlating information and presenting it to the public has been
very professional. The results of their investigations
are clear and concise: there is an object, unidentified,
displaying characteristics beyond our present ·technology, which has been appearing low over Connecticut State and New York State since 1983. It is not a
group of light aircraft. It is not, at this point, explainable.

presents itself at just lhal level we are able to accejJl without disturbances lo our society as " whole.

Public perceives military aspects
The UFO phenomenon in general has presented this
aspect of reality to our world for more than thirty-five
years. Within the last decade, however, the jmblic has begun lo be aware of UFO apjJeara11ces at a11cl i11terfere11ces with military bases. A careful search of t erified
UFO appearances reveals cases where ICBM iustallati<ms have been closely apjmmched and temj){Jrarily
nullified. Anti-aircraft missiles have occasio11ally been
lauuched at UFOs - the missiles ill each case have
failed or beeu destroyed. Jet inlerce/Jtors /rave beeu
scrambled to pursue UFOs 011/y to be easily evaded and
rapidly outdistanced. In much the same way as these
overflights of New York and Connecticut can been
seen as purposeful "demonstrations", so might we sec
these activities at military bases. We have much to
)earn. Alien invaders arc 11ot sweeping through our
skies, ray guns ablaze. The UFO phenomenon is 11ot
overtly threatening. It seems almost to present us with
a mirror in which we can sec our own actions and
reactions more clearly.

Personal conviction

1

Until the evening of August 21st, 1983, I had followed
the reports of this UFO as a hobbyist I was working
as a quality control manager in the aerospace industry, and had grown up as the son of an Air Force
officer. I had spoken with George and Phil and was
impressed with· the professional attitude they displayed. Until August 21st, however, I was not convinced that this activity was really a UFO - UFO
reports seldom involved repeated overflights and
large numbers of witnesses. On the evening of August
21st I saw the object along with numerous other witnesses. I am familiar with aircraft and what they can
and cannot do. What I saw was not aircraft activity. I
interviewed many of the witnesses from that night. All
of them agreed that what they had seen was something unknown, overwhelmingly large, which hovered,
moved very slowly, and reversed direction at very low
altitude. It was not an aircraft or a group of aircraft.

Typical sightings
Let us look at examples from some of the many nights
of the appearance of this "wing" over New England. I
have personally investigated several incidents of this
nature, interviewing many witnesses on tape and by
signed statements. George Lesnick and Phil Imbrogno
have done much more. The object has appeared
numerous times over the New York/Connecticut area
since 1983. There arc also scattered reports of a
similar nature from 1980 to 1983 from North Carolina to Maine.
The first night we ·shall explore in depth is the
night of August 2 lst, 1983. Hundreds of witnesses, including myself, reported the object over six closely
connected Connecticut towns. Between 10.00 and
11.00 pm (ES1j, I was at my Bridgeport residence,
studying, when I decided to take a break. Walking to
my north-facing window, I lit a cigarette and was

A prolonged "wave"
Perhaps the best way to get a clearer picture of this
UFO is to examine more closely a few of the many
nights of its appearance. It is also helpful to note the
reaction of officials and authorities, and to observe
how our culture continues to attempt to cover up and
explain away the phenomenon. This wave of UFO
activity appears tp be more prolonged and intense
than usual. The UFO involved seems huge, displays
manoeuvcrs beyond our technology, aud aJ>jJears to
purposely attract atle11lim1 It> itself by its lighti1ig displays. It does uot laud; ii does 1101 disjJ/ay itself iu daylight. Such overt actions 011 the j>art of the UJ-V agency
could shock our culture; somehow the UFO of this w<we
4
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looking out (from the third floor) when I saw a set of
unusual lights. At first I thought it was a light aircraft,
but quickly dismissed this idea, as the· lights were too
widely separated and moving much too slowly. There
were three of them, very low (about fifteen degrees off
the rooftops), one red, one green and one blue. They
appeared equally separated and three hand-widths
across (with my hands stretched directly in front of
me). As I watched, the lights blinked out. I had first
noticed them to the north-west drifting slowly to the
south seemingly less than a mile away.

\·

Telepathic link?

. I!·

From the north-facing window, I moved to the westfacing window and looked out again, hoping to cat~h a
glimpse of whatever it was. I was sure it was not an
aircraft and was extremely curious as to what it could
be. As I stared out of the window the lights suddenly
switched back on, now much closer. I was facing a display of three large, glowing lights, the left one red, the
middle one green, the right one blue. Now they were
seven to eight hand-widths across and hovering,
motionless. Taken aback, I could only think of a UFO.
Aloud, I said: "If you arc what I think you arc, tell me
somehow that I'm not hallucinating". The green light
blinked off, then back on, then all the lights blinked
off. I immediately received a very strong impression
to move back to the north-facing window and was up
and moving when I realized that the impression was
not my own thought. I hesitated but continued on,
overcome by excitement and curiosity.
As I looked out of the open window I was presented
with a huge wing-shaped array of lights moving
slowly and silently to the cast. I immediately realized
that the object was very low, of tremendous proportions, and could not be an airfoil, as it was moving too
slowly to hold itself up. I also felt a subjective awareness of being observed by a logical, intense presence,
but could not concentrate on this, instead feeling
overwhelmed by the sight. Recovering, I made some
quick estimates of its angular displacement and
watched it intently for about three minutes. It drifted
to the cast for about one half mile and then the lights
dimmed and shut off. The lights had been large, glowing and seemingly attached to a huge structure in the
shape of an open "V'' (with an included angle of approximately 100 degrees). The leading light (the "V''
was moving apex forward) was green, then each half
of the "wing" showed a red, a blue and another red,
making a total of seven. Fl·om angles of observation,
hand-width estimates and areas of the object's movement, I figured out its dimensions to be approximately 300 to 500 feet wide ("wingu tip to "wing" tip),
and 200 to 300 feet long - length being the direction
of travel. These dimensions agreed with descriptions
by other witnesses that night.
As the lights faded, I strained to make out a body or
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shape, but could not. I turned and went to the telephone, noting that it was 10.45 pm, and called Lt.
Lesnick. After a brief conversation, I went outside
towards the area where I had last seen the UFO, but
found nothing. I returned to the house and began calling nearby airports and police departments to see if
there were any reports of the object. I found that
numerous others had seen it, and I spent the next
week contacting and interviewing them.
Other reports

Reports of a large, low-flying object, studded with
lights, had been received that night by Tweed New
Haven airport, by police departments in East Haven,
New Haven, West Haven, Bridgeport, Monroe and
Stratford. The reports from the New Haven area had
come in at approximately I 0.30 pm, followed by reports from the Bridgeport area at 10.50 pm. Then, at
1 1.10 pm, reports had come into the Monroe police
department, followed by more reports from Bridgeport at 11.50 pm and then from nearby Stratford at
11.55 pm. The reports show a consistent flight-path in
time and location over the closely clustered towns. I
spoke with more than twenty-five people who had
seen the object and interviewed eleven of them in
depth.
The l'eports all· dcscl'ibed a vcl'y large, seemingly
"V"-shaped object, gliding silently at from 200 to
1,000 feet and displaying multi-colored lights along
the leading edges of both "wings". The object was
seen to hover motionlessly by an electrical engineer in
Monroe, while a family of four was also watching it
less than 300 yards away. Using the positions and
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angles of observation of the two parties, the object was
computed to be at an altitude of less than 500 feet.
After hovering for several minutes, it began moving
slowly over the house of Lee Lent, forty years old, who
works as a financial director of a successful corporation. Mr. Lent has often traveled in airliners and
light aircraft "This was no plane", he stated emphatically. Mr. Lent is also an amateur photographer. He
was able to take several photographs of the object, but
when we examined the negatives we found them to be
overexposed. This Mr. Lent found difficult to understand, as he had carefully set the camera for a nightshot and was sure his setting and film were correct for
the situation.
All of the reports from that night were of a very
large, "V"-shaped object, displaying glowing, multicolored lights and moving silently over residential
areas of the six towns at less than a thousand feet.
Plotting the times and locations of the reports showed
< 200

TO .)00

chic,, interaction between the object and the wit11esses.
Often the object would move away when witnesses became fearful, and approach closely when witnesses desired a better look. Rather than to mention all the
nights when the object was seen, I shall present a
cross-section of witness statements, giving a fair idea
of the nature of the activity. In each case presented,
there were numerous other witnesses on the same
night and in the same area:1. April 1st, 1983, between 8.00 and 8.30 pm, EST,
over Danbury, Ct.
Witness - Carole B., housewife:
"It was a Friday evening, somewhere about 8.30,
when my husband arrived home in an excited state,
saying! "Come out here: You've got to see this!" We
went out on our porch and looked in the sky to see a
very large triangularly shaped object which appeared
to be almost floating in the sky - not very high over
the treetops. It moved very evenly (not jerkily) and
came nearer to us, then almost automatically pivoted·
to its left - a ninety degree angle - and continued
in that direction'. I then returned to the house. The
most amazing th~ng to me was the lack of noise. There
was a small hum .similar to a quiet refrigerator. Also
the turn was very different. There were red, white and
green lights, but I can't remember their sequence.
There was a pattern. After sighting this object, we
didn't say much to too many others."
2. September 23rd, 1983, between 11.00 and 1 1.30
pm, EST, over highway I-84, between exits 8 and 9,
near Sandy Hook, CL
Witness - Paul V., self-employed:
"Heading east on I-84 about 11.05, I noticed lights
off to the left above the tree tops. So bright were they,
they really caught my eye. Two large red lights and a
smaller green one in the middle. I thought it might be
a power-line tower if anything. After travelling downhill, I lost sight of it for about one or two minutes,
because the object was so low. When I reached the top
of the next hill, I noticed the object was clear of the
trees and not a tower. It sat there motionless for about
five minutes. Now, only two bright, pinkish-red lights
were in front, and the smaller green lights were in the
rear. After five minutes or so, all the lights went out.
The object sat in. the air, motionless, for another few
minutes. It was a dark grey, metallic color, but the exact shape was hard to make out. Then one green light
came on in back and the object moved silently and
very swiftly to the west On a soft arc, it lifted up to
the stars, and became the size of a pin-head in a matter of five to ten seconds. I watched it for about five to
ten minutes after it stopped moving in the sky. It
looked red and green again, as if the lights had come
back on. It was huge. If ii had landed, it would have
taken up about two football fields. ,,
3. September 17th, 1984, at approximately 9.00 pm,
EST, near Goshen, Ct.
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the object to have varied its speed from approximately 5 mph to more than 200 mph. It was seen
hovering motionless, rotating on its axis, and quickly
reversing its direction of travel. "Light aircraft .in formation" is not an adequate explanation of this activity, no matter what the status of the "explainer".
"Psychic interaction"?
The night of August 21st, 1983, was typical of many.
Phil lmbrogrw found that approximately ten per cent of
the reports included str01ig evidence of what we call "psy-
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Witness - Judy F., teacher:
"I was driving along a deserted road at about !J.00
pm when I noticed unusual lights through the trees.
The lights were in a row - maybe four to six mooncolorcd lights. They seemed to be pacing my car, but I
thought when I came out into an open area there
would be a logical explanation - there wasn't. The
lights really were in the sky and moved to hover over
my car. They appeared to be directly in front of the
car, just a few feet above the treetops. The lights
turned into a horse-shoe shape and became brighter.
They also changed in color, incorporating blue and
red along with the white light. I thought 'it' might be
landing, and I didn't stop - just kept driving and
watching. Then a pick-up truck passed the other way,
not stopping. After it passed, the lights reassembled
into a "V'' shape and quickly disappeared over the
horizon."
4. October 17th, 1985, between 8.30 and 9.00 pm,
EST, over Bridgeport, Ct.
Witness - Mark N., teacher:
"About 9.00 I left a fricnd's house. After I got in the
car, I looked up and saw a bright object in the sky, but
the trees were blocking my vision. I quickly moved
down the street to get a better view, but I could no
longer sec the object. (I was upset because I knew it
was something different and I wanted to sec it.) I
started towards my apartment and got off the highway
(maybe three blocks away from the first sighting). I
looked up to the sky and there it was. I've never seen
anything like it in my life. The object had lights in a
V-shape and it was no group of planes or one plane.
The object was moving slowly north over Main Street
when I first saw it, then, when I saw it again, it was
over towards Fairfield. That's when I saw the V
straighten out into a line."
5. October I 7th, 1985, between 9.00 and 9.30 pm,
EST, over Bethel, Ct.
Witness - Lisa S., newspaper reporter:
"How many nights have I sat in the newsroom and
answered phone calls from self-professed 'sane' people
who claimed to have seen lights in the sky? Well, I
saw a UFO too. It was about 9.00 pm and I was out on
a field at the Bethel Educational Complex, covering a
bocce ball tournament. Play stopped for about ten
minutes when thirty men bolted to the far side of the
courts to watch the lights.
'Hey, Lisa,' called bocce player and police chief
John P. Basile. 'You wanna real story? Come here and
look at the UFO.'
"Skeptical from the start, I walked to where the
crowd was. It was close. At first I thought it was one of
those advertising blimps with moving red neon words.
Just too far away to make out. Then the spinning of
the lights changed direction. Then they changed to
white. For about ten minutes, we watched it move
quietly and slowly from left to right. Then it hovered
for a long time in one spot.
"Soon, after a very brief speed spurt towards us, the
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object started taking on a "V" shape and the lights
turned back to red. Then, the quickest and straightest
it ever moved, it headed in one direction out of sight
and never came back."
Over 30,000 eyewitnesses
As stated, there arc many similar reports from thousands of witnesses in the New York/Connecticut area.
Since 1983, investigators have interviewed more than
2,000 people who have reported something unusual in
the night sky. Reports were so numerous that often
only the more spectacular or strange ones were investigated. fl is estimated that m•er 30,000 imlh!iduals hcwe
see11 a i•ery large, low Jlyi11g, almost sile11I object display·
iug i•ariable lightiug, lwi•eri11g, mm•iug slowly, suddenly
accelemtiug <m<I geuemlly belwl•ing almost as if lo al/met alleutitm to itself. Within a month after its initial
appearance, light aircraft displaying non-regulation
lights began flying over the same areas in various formations. These aircraft and their pilots were elusive
and occasionally diverted to alternate airports when
investigators would wait for them at airstrips. The
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FJ\J\ promised an inquiry into their acti vities, but
somehow this never materialized.
Police officers gagged
Police off icers who have seen the UFO have re/J()rfed,
somewhat a11gril;~ al/empts to censor their state111e11ts.
They have stated that their chiefs have instructed them to
refer to UFO sightings as aircraft activity. Th ey have also
reported visits o f their chiefs' r~ffices by f ederal 11ge11ts 11tte111/1li11g lo "keep a lid" 011 the activity. These officers
emphatically say that what they saw was not ai rcraft
activity. One patrolman reported seeing the object
move slowly over his cruiser, stop, rotate on its own
axis, and cruise s lowly back over him again.
The apparent reaction of authorities to this conce n trated and e nduring UFO wave has been to cover it
up, provide "rational" explanations, and to keep the
public in the dark. The ligh t aircraft continue to fly,
although they arc now easily recognized for what they
arc. In fact, many of the witnesses of the UFO have
seen both it and the aircraft formations. They agree
that there is no confusing the two. These witnesses arc
from all walks of life. Many of them arc se nior executives, engineers, pilots, doctors, lawyers, educators in short, the witnesses of this phe nomenon arc ve ry
numerous and reliable. A large part of the public has
of course readily accepted the "aircraft formation" explanation. A minority, but a significantly large minority, has not. The numbers of witnesses grows
monthly. At some point the Government will have to
admit to the reality of these un explained occurrences.
One of the foremost Pres idents o f the United States,
Abraham Lincoln, made a statemen t that app li es most
succinctly: "You 111ay fool 1111 the />eo/>le so111e 1if the
time, you can even fool som e of the />eoj>le all the time,
but you can 'I fool all of the /11m/>lc all the lime."

forte, security co-ord inator at Indian Point, stated
"He (Imbrogno) could possibly be making it up or h<
took what they (w itnesses) gave him and stretched ~
o ut. I thin k peop le arc going to publish stories on h)1,
tcria and misinformation. As far as I'm concerned, it'1I
pure specu la tio n."
The actual story, related by Lt. Lesnick, sounds lilr
science fiction. Lt. Lesnick was with lmbrogm
throughout the investigation of the incident. Georgi'
Lesn ick has worked as a police offi cer for the town d
Fairfield, Connecticut, for twenty-n ine years. He is 1
healthy, robust, straightforward ma n who has rcccivcl
numerous commendations for saving lives, solvin1
burglaries and kidnap cases, and generally serving hi
community as a dedicated and professiona l po li ce offf
ccr. His comments and investigations of a case art
those of a professional, accustomed to cross·
examination in the courtroom. He docs not "stretcl
facts''. If George is not absolutely sure of his material,
he does not speculate. I spoke wi th him several timci.
to get the facts of the incident straight.

Nuclear plants patro lled
There arc two examples that most clearly s how the almost frantic efforts on the part of authori ties to cover
up and explain away the repo rts of this wave of UFO
activity. The first came to the attention of the public
in early 1985, again through th e unceasing efforts of
Phil Imbrogno and George Lesnick. On January 12th,
two newspapers ran start li ng and controversial head lines. "NUKE PLANT GUARDS REPORT HOVERING UFOs" appeared in the .foumal-News of Nyack,
New York. "UFOs - DID ALIENS BUZZ INDIAN
POINT PLANT?" read the Re/mrter-Disj)(ltrh of White
Plains, N.Y. In these articles, Imbrogno stated that on
July 24th, 1984, a huge "V"-shapcd UFO slowly descended to within several hundred yards of the Indian
Point nuclear facility. /le re/wried that guards becam e
alarmed, sh11tgu11s were issued am/ nearby J-iJl"t Smith
was alerted. Plant authorities denied the i11cicle11/ and
came close to slander i11 their statem ents. John Branci -

Twenty-month "wave"

II
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In October of 1984, Lesnick, Imbrog no and Dr. J
Allen Hynek were being interviewed by Lee Spiegil
of NBC rad io. They were discussi ng the now twent)"
month-long wave of UFO activity over the eastern
United States. After the show, the investigators rt·1
ccivcd a number of calls. One ca me from a security
officer at the nuclear plant. He wanted to discuss aa
incident i~ vo l v ing a huge UFO, and he wan ted to dis·
cuss it in person. A time and a place were arranged
for an interview. George and Phil a rrived for the
meeting to find the officer and five other guards will·
ing to relate their experience. The investigators scpar·
atcd them into two groups of three each, to sec if theil
stories compared favourably.
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All six guards related the same story. On the evening of July 24, 1984, a huge V-shaped object, displaying the two rows of bright, glowing lights,
descended slowly to an altitude of less than 500 feet
and approached the nuclear facility to within 100
yards. The second-shift security officers were startled
and unsure of how to react. The object slowly came
closer to the plant until it was hovering almost di, reedy over them, emitting a low humming noise. Fifteen guards were involved, and someone gave the
order to issue shotguns. Shortly afterwards another
order was issued to contact the Army at nearby Fort
Smith. After approximately fifteen minutes, the admittedly nervous guards watched as the object slowly
drifted away and then abruptly accelerated upwards
and to the north-west
Investigators blocked
The investigators made appointments to meet with
the guards again and talked with residents living near
the facility. They found twenty more witnesses to the
unusual activity that evening. In the face of this eyewitness testimony, plant authorities flatly denied the
whole thing. When asked about the records of the
security cameras, Lt. Lesnick was told that the cameras "weren't loaded" that night. As a professional
police officer, Lesnick found this difficult to believe.
The investigators were unable lo meet again with the
pla11l security officers or lo even reach them by phone.
One guard called am/ said simjJly that he could not talk
or meet with them again as his job was 011 the line. /;1
co11sideri11g this infim11alio11, one wonders why the pla11l
authorities made such extreme effi1rts to cm1ceal mu/
de11y the facts. 111e UFO caused 1w c/m11<1.tfe. Certainly
de11yi11g the facts and silencing the witnesses is a poor
lactic if the plant mrmagemenl wished lo dow11j1lay the
incident simjJly clue lo cultural jJressures. Executit1es in
all walks of life are well awarn that a much more
reasonable jJ/oy would be lo admit that the guards did
see somelhi11g, but misinterpreted ii. It almost seems as if
the atmosjJhere armmd this incident was one of nearpa11ic. This implies a fear of the UFO phenomemm 1wl
warranted by the actual uature of the incident. Could
this fear have been lra11smitled by fedeml authorities
anxious lo keejJ the public calm i11 the face of other, more
serious incidei1ts? Could those al higher lei1els of nalimwl
security be themselves fearful of j1ublic reaction lo, say,
the reports of UFO interferences with strategic missile
installations?

reports from the local area. Jim proved to be an interested and open-minded man, and he ran an enthusiastic article in the February 20th issue of his paper. As
he interviewed me, I impressed upon him the fact that
the two most informed and active investigators were
George Lesnick and Phil Imbrogno. Montavali contacted them and arranged for an hour-long television
interview about their investigations on his weekly
programme "What Do You Thiuk?"The show was well
advertised for a week in advance and was presented
live on WUBC, Cha1111el Twelve from 8.00 to 9.00 pm
on the evening of March 20th, 1985. Just as the show
euded and everyone was leaviug, cm apparently immense
ring of slowly moving lights came 011 directly over the
Bridgeport (Ct.) studio. From Bridgeport the formation
of unusual lights moved over New Haven and into
central Connecticut, putting on a display seen by
thousands of people. I saw them while driving on
route 34 near New Haven, and, like many other motorists, pulled over and got out to observe them in
detail.
The display lasted nearly ten minutes from my
position and nearly caused several accidents as more
and more drivers stopped to watch. It was not a UFO.
As I watched, the lights tumed inland over New Haven
and I realized that they must be aircraft. There were
eight of them and their precisi011 was almost perfect.
Then four of the planes broke formation slightly, re•
forming after the turn. They seemed to be between
five and seven thousand feet up and were displaying
steady, bright red lights, a clear breach of FAA flight
regulations. The next day headlines throughout the
State of Connecticut loudly condemned the pilots for
nearly causing accidents on many major highways.
Demands were made for an FAA investigation. The
pilots were 11ever fomid Paul Estefan, administrator of

The formations of planes
The second example of the extreme efforts being attempted to cover up this wave of activity began in
February of 1985. I had contacted Jim Montavalli,
managing editor of the Fai1field Ar/irornte, and asked if
he was interested in running an article on the UFO
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Danbury Municipal Airport, dispatched a plane to
track the lights a11d Ifie pilot reported that they were
light aircraft. He tracked them lo lw<J sej1arate airports
in New York slate. Estefan, however, refused to name
the airports, 1 saying that the pilots had not really broken any laws.
Was it really a coillcide11ce that these plcmes put 011 a
display· that bega11 just as the Cham1el Twelve show
ended? Was it really coincide11ce that immediately after
Lesnick and Imbrogno prese11ted tire evidence of two
years of solid investigatio11, the j1erfect a11d easily accepted expl01iatio11 casually flew over? Was it really a
coincidence that this expla11atio11 flew over the exact area
where the show was being see11? From yem-s of patie11t
inquiry into the UFO phe11ome11on, I ca11 assure you it
was not.

alizc that these attitudes arc not symptoms of a
"planned cover-up", at least for the most part. Habit·
ual attitudes such as these arc more the symptoms of
the cultural consensus reality within which we all
usually function.
The realities of our world arc largely our own crca·
tion. Reality is only a word, a concept. In trying to
understand that concept, in trying to delineate its
boundaries we very often create that reality most com·
fortable to ourselves and those around us. This pro·
cess leads to the consensus "reality" which most of us
share and support. People often ask me "Do you he·
licve in UFOs?" My most consistent reply is "No, do
you believe in helicopters?"

The panic in high places:
Mankind impotent

Perhaps one way of seeing this is in relating it to
something more clearly "real" in the current world
culture. We might ask each other "Do you believe in
arms control?" Many would say that they firmly be·
lievc in arms control. This does not make arms con·
trol a reality. Whether one "believes in" a concept or
not does not determine its reality. Such belief systems
may help to bring about some of those realities, es·
pccially if acted upon in a creative manner. UFOs are
a reality not subject to our belief systems, although it
seems they have initiated numerous "beliefs",
"mythologies" and even possibly "religions", UFO!
exist. The evidence for that existence is now much '""
solid to deny. That evidence could be an underlying fora
behind our rapidly evolving militwy technology. Deep.
seated fears of what we label as the "u11k11ow11" may /Jt
a factor i11 our feverish anns mce. It is even almost
comforting to realize that now, as we peer off into the
darkness of our self-created position, we could, if uni·
fled, at least have some chance to "battle" those ''dark
forces of the unknown". Unfortunately, those "dark
forces" arc largely creations of our own imaginations.
Alien invaders haven't yet arrived to enslave us. In
fact I should imagine any advanced life form would be
hesitant to try. We arc an aggressive and pugnacious
species and would make very poor slaves.

UFOs have profoundly alanned those at high levels of
natiorial security i11 almost all the countries of our
planet. They have effortlessly rendered ICBM sites ineffective, easily evaded interceptio11 attempts by the most
advanced aircraft of the United States and the Soviet
Union and destroyed anti-aircraft missiles lau11clred at
them with a technology Jar beyond our own. They have,
at the same time, made a distinct and almost mythological impression on people throughout the world.
They have not displayed overt hostility 2 towards individuals, have not landed and disrupted our society,
and have shown no inclination to do so as yet. We
may evolve into a unified world which peacefully
moves out to explore our solar system, our universe.
In such a case, UFOs may not make open and direct
contact for hundreds of years. It may take that long for
us to develop socially to the point where we would not
be totally disrupted by such contact. We may also attempt to violently commit nuclear suicide, poisoning
our world, killing all lifeforms on our planet. In such a
case, somebody may come down and take our toys
away, scolding us severely and imposing their own
order upon us. It seems to be our choice.
In reaching these kinds of conclusions, we must
understand that the majority of people in the United
·states do not have a firm grasp on the UFO reality.
Most simply avoid it. The avoidance mancuvres are
varied: scientists, in general, see the UFO scene as a
can of worms, full of inconsistencies; the media, especially the national media, still treat the subject with
tongue in ch~ek; authorities, from local police to those
visible public servants up to and including the
President, simply deny it or explain it away as misidentification of natural or man-made phenomena. A
significant proportion of the population treat it in a
semi-superstitious manner, in much the same way religious prophecies arc treated. It is important to re-

The "arms race" and arms control

An "ineffable reality"?
The human race is rapidly moving into an age where
the nature of "reality" is changing every day. We need
to understand how completely we create and maintain
that kind of reality where we all pretty much agree on
"how things are". The ultimate reality of our existence
is still very much of a mystery, even to those scientists
who specialize in exploring and defining it. We are di·
reedy part of a matter/energy universe which is only
now beginning to be somewhat understood. Small·
particle physicists, those closest to what we might call
"ultimate" reality, readily admit that at this stage o(
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the game they can define our universe most closely
with one word: i11effable. Science a11d religion are 1ww
begim1i11g lo fi11d Iha/ they may well be ex/Jloring the
same ideas, the unly differe11ce being ill their approaches.
UFOs are represe11tative of a reality which also seems to
be i11effable.
Several groups of "aliens"
The actual appearance of UFOs to witnesses, the evidence of UFO activity not only perceived by our
senses but registered by our technological sensors, is
1
I overwhelming. It is best understood when viewed in a
semantically clear fashion. They arc there. They are
, sd~en , tracked on rahdahr, photographed, ac ted udpon, andd
1sp ay actions w ic arc as yet poor1y un crstoo .
The data a_vailable 011 UFOs i11dicates the presence of
several groups or groupi11gs of visitors /rum other
worlds. 3 One of the most consistent of these seems to
be a gradual and periodically reinforced series of appearances, labelled "UFO waves". These appearances
do not usually take place on a grand scale; landings
do not occur at the capital cities of the world. We are
not yet prepared to face a culture of beings as far
ahead of us as we are of cave dwellers. Anthropological studies show clear examples of the fates of primitive societies exposed to modern man.
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The control
A11other common denominator of UFO activity is their
appearances near major military centers throughout the
world These appeara11ces are also /Jeriodic, again almost
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Sketches by other witnesses as given in our previous report in FSR 30/3.
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011 a rei11forceme11t schedule. Often these appearances coincide with demonstrations of the tech11ological ease with
which missile bases are electnmically nullified, interceptor aircraft easily outdista11ced, and a11ti-aircraft missiles
destroyed at launch. ExamJ>les of these kinds of incidents
are coming more mid more into the public eye.
Perhaps it is time we started growing up. Our visitors, friendly or not, certainly cannot afford to let us
come swarming off our planet loaded for bear. What
would you do if you were up there looking down on a
planet whose dominant lifcform seems to be preoccupied with making bigger, better and deadlier devices to either kill themselves or to keep each other
from killing themselves? It would seem our visitors
have been extremely patient. Perhaps they can help.
Perhaps not. Perhaps they are angelic, attempting to
help only indirectly. Perhaps they are deinonic, attempting to move us onward towards "Armageddon".
Perhaps they are neither.
Here we sit, our haloes held up by our horns, for
the most part unaware of the real nature of our visitors. Perhaps that nature is unimportant. Perhaps

DELTA-WINGS AND
"BOOMERANGS"
Mail Bag section in this issue contains an interesting letter from Mrs. Joan Richardson about a
O
delta-shaped or crescent-shaped craft which she saw
UR

flying over Hampshire, in the southern part of England, so much as 33 or 34 years ago!
I give below a photostatic copy of an article which
appeared in the London Daily Telegraph on December 28, 1982 and which describes some of the most
advanced craft that our designers have been thinking
up, and gives sketches of them.
No doubt many folk will like to tell us that the first
sketch, entitled the Delta Spanwing Loader, shows the
machine which Mrs. Richardson saw in 1951 or 1952
and which at least 30,000 people saw over New York
State in 1983 and which Antonio Ribera saw over
Catalonia in 1984 (sec the articles "Boomerang" Over
Three Counties and "Boomera11g" Update in FSR
Vol. 30, No. 3, and A "Boomera11g" /11 Spain in FSR
Vol. 31, No. 1.)
The trouble about this theory, however, is that, according to the article in the Daily Telegraph, the
Lockheed-Georgia Company have 11ot yet built the
Delta Wing Spanloader. It is J>lmmed for 1995. It will
carry a payload of 770,000 lbs. (i.e. pounds) for a distance of 3,500 miles, the whole cargo being inside the
delta-wing, thus eliminating fuselage weight and drag.
-G.C.

more important is our own perception of their nature.
Pcrhaps,just perhaps, we can help ourselves. With the
awareness that the universe is not our enemy, that it is
just the opposite, we might possibly move into a
future of tremendous potential. We are growing up.
Hopefully we shall share our movement into racial
maturity with others who seem to have already
evolved towards social and racial sanity. Again, it is
our choice. We arc, after all, fairly intelligent, especially when we're not chasing each other through
the treetops.
FOOTNOTES BY EDITOR, FSR
1. In their article "Boomerang" Update: Part 2, Philip
Imbrogno, George Lesnick and Chris Clark mentioned
Stormville Airport in Dutchess County of New York
State as a source of these small aircraft flying in forma·
tion. (See FSR 30/3, page 21.)
2. I fear that many experienced investigators of our subject
would not venture to utter so optimistic a view!
3. And particularly so, inasmuch as here Mr Collins agrees
that several groups, or several species, of visitors appear
to be involved!
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