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CASE No. f: - December 7, l 95L-. -~LA DEL FRANCES; RIO SANTA LUClA 
(On the border of Conelones and San Jose Provjnces . 
Statement by one of the witnesses (Mr. Sarandi 
D'Alvora ) taken f rom "LA TRIBUNA POPULAR" o f January 
8, 1955 .) 

"On December 7 I has gone with three friends to ISLA del 
Frances, where we have a bungalow. We planned to spend the nj ght 
and the whole of the next day on the island, f;ishing , swimming , etc . 

n At about ~}3p . m. my f riend prepared dinner with the equtii pment 
in the bangalow . Suddenl y , over the trees in the direction of the 

river , I saw a luminous object travelling at tremendous sp~ed 
in an ascending trajectory . One o f my friends also saw it. 
I went to them and brief l y recounted the episode, a lthough 
I did not rive all the deta*l s . We were talking about · it when 
the ob j ect appeared again, at great snped and this time in a 

descendin~ trajectory, f rom North to South as though j_t intended 
to land or dive into t he water at the ext reme ~mMKNXMX southern 
end o~ the i sland. Because o f the trees we could not see how 
close to the ear th it had come. We decided to eo see i t ; alread y 
the stanf eness and anxiety were enormous. 

"We got into a boat and started to row (having resolved not 
to use the motor) towards the south end of the iland to the 
mouth o f the Rio Santa Lucia, know a s " Paso del Bote". We had 
r-one some J CC meters x~N~r.ocxx~ka-kx.}O~iNKX~HxXkHxwaxRx and we re 
about 25 meters f rom the shore, when we saw a large object on 
the ground . It was elliptical with a diameter of some lC meters ; 
it was 1 !i/5 meters hj p;h at t he central point. It seemed steel 

grey , at times bluish with yellowish tones . 
"On the outside edge it seemed to have an uninterrupted line¢ 

of escape hatches or some such thing, f rom which,when it flew, 
shot out a luminous blue haze , which made it easy to see when 
in .flif ht. 

"We were f amiliar with such craft from press repor ts, etc. , 
on these stran~e ob j ects, which gener ally state t hat the top 
part is semi-spherical like a cu nola. The craft we saw did not 

have this characteristic, although it did have a cone which wa s 
not cut off at the top. 

"When we were 60 meters f rom the apparatu s,. one of my friends, 
eager to get there quickly , mad ~ the mistake of starting the 
motor . Nor did we think of the consequences of getting nar 
the craf t . 

"We had not advanced 10 meters with the motor on when t he 
' f l ying saucer', a f ter a tiny movement (almost imperceptible) 
took off at f antastic s peed on an oblique trajectory passine.; 
only a f ew meters over our heads . We were still so amaked, 

surp~ised and f earf ul of what we had seen that we decided to 
r,o t o the spot waere the craft had landed. There we noticed 
somethinG curious : the water was hot (although not scalding ). 

"As a consequence o f this 'visit' there were no fi sh the next. 
day . Also we saw many dead doves (between 200 and 300 )." 

Mr . D'Alvora stated that they all decided to spend the da y 
on the jsland be cause there was no point in telling their story 
since they would have great di ffi culty making anyone believe 
what they had seen (note that it was a month before they went t o 
the press ). 
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