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J. Allen Hynek, Director

Lindheimer Astronomical Research Center
Northwestern University

Evanston, Illinois

e

419 Clen-Moore Blvd.

New Castle, Pa., 16105
April 7, 1977

Dear Sir:

Please don't groan too loudly at this receipt of vet another
letter requesting explanation of an UFO sighting. My belated
interest in UFOs was kindled just last year, not from any per-
sonal experience with one but by a sighting experienced bv my
daughter and son-in-law. The curiosity of the actual witnesses
was so little aroused that they failed to mention it to me till
some weeks later., They were disbelievers previous to their
sighting and remain so, assuring me that the craft they saw was--
and I quote--"something new that the government is fooling
around with", To me, this conclusion appears without evidence
but I would like to be convinced.

At the time, my reading on the subject was limited to the few
newspaper accounts printed locally. My daughter and her husband
probably didn't even bother reading those since they were (and
still are) totally disinterested in UFOs. So it was that these
witnesses at the time of sighting had no preconcieved ideas as

to what an UFO might look like or how it might act. I wanted my
daughter and her husband to report the incident but she and Tom

would not agree to do so. I was at a loss where I should report

it until a month or so ago when I noted a letter in our local
paper requesting that UFO reports be submitted to the U.F.O.

Research Center in Irwin, Pennsylvania., I immediately wrote to

the furnished address and report forms were forwarded to my
daughter and her husband. My daughter filled hers out under

pressure from me but my son-in-law flatly refused to cooperate.

The questions I would like to have answered are: (1) Could the

Trat i have me tvpe of prober or singly manned
iece of air force egquipment being currently used or tested?

(2) Do the details of the sighting rule out natural phenomena?
(3 Is there enough told of the objects movements to state whether

. — .
its movements conform to the laws of aerodynamics?

Before giving you the details, I will give yvou some information

on my daughter who was the only one filing a report in this instance,
although there were two witnesses, My daughter is 25 vears of age,

a college graduate with a minor in science, including some astronomy.
She has taught elementary grades and was employed as a 4th grade
teacher at the time of sighting.. She was graduated in the top 5%

of both her high school and college classes. She has the kind of

intelligence that absorbs knowledge readilv but lacks, much to my
disappointment, the curiosity and imagination to produce or con-
tribute what her intelligence might otherwise permit. It does,

however, make her a most reliable witness. She is a practical,
down to earth, no-nonsense type of a person. Probably a much more

reliable witness than I would be since I am more excitable.
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Along with the attached details of the sighting, I am sending

you a map (poorly drawn) of the sighting area and a carbon copy
of an interview with my daughter which was occasioned by hel

husband forbidding her to directly answer specific questions
sent to her by the man in Irwin, This interview was subsequent
to her filing of the report so it does not contain all details,

Since the time of this interview with my daughter, I have been
avidly reading everything available on the subject of UFOs.

including your book, The UFO Experience, A Scientific Inquiry,
from which T obtained your name and address.

Recognizing that you are probably much too busy to answer all

the ?uestions of those writing you, I am hoping that someone
affiliated with you and knowledgeable in the subject may be
able to do so.

Sincerely yours,

EtlI e Firred

Flla Mae Forrest
419 Clen~Moore Boulevard

New Castle, Pa. 16105
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DETAILS OF UFO SIGHTING

1.

5.

10,

11.
12,

13,
wa
14,

15.
lé6.

17,

Specific date unknown. Definitely occurred between end of
May and mid-September, 1976,

Place of sighting: Route 318, Mercer County, Pennsylvania,
1 mile east of West Middlesex, Pennsylvania., Just above Route
80 ascess/exit.

Time: night. Probably around 10 p.m, - ‘
Sighting area: Open field surrounded on east and south by trees,
on the north by Route 318 and on the west by power sub-station

and high tension wires running from it, Water tank near the
eastern border of field. Route 318 at this location has street

lights and lights from the various Route 80_exits, approgimately
1 mile or less away, illuminate the norther sky. Thus, this is
never at night what you would call a "pitch black" area. The
field deséribed is not a large field. From the corner (see map)

to the power sub-station, I would judge the distance to be
roughly 600 feet.

Object noticed simultaneously by 2 witnesses who were just
leaving a house across road. The house they were leaving is

situated diagonally from the power station, Witnesses had just
gotten into their car and pulled out onto the road when they
observed this object after they had gone not more than 200 or

250 feet. Both say that the bright light emanating from the
bottom of the object first called their attention to it.
Driver of the car immediately stopped, engine running. No
interference with motor. Windows were down, night was clear.

No noise heard. No planes noted but neither were they searched
for. .
Description of object: Silver metal dome, flat bottom, 4 legs

straight down. Very sharply outlined. Light emanating from
bottom was illuminating the earth and high tension wires.

Size: witness not sure but says it definitely would have

fit on top of the water tank. (Note: water tank is squat, very
round type rather than the tall, thinner ones you sometimes see.)
Distance from witnesses: 60 foot in air. (judged from height of

water tank.) 200 (or less) feet from car of witnesses,

When first sighted, witnesses say it was simply hovering there.
Reactions of witnesses: Initially, surprise. Then Tom immediately
ogened the door of the car to get out and investigate the object.
Sharon recalls not wanting him to go but can ascribe no reason
why she didn't Want him to go. . .

Upon Tom opening the car dodr and while still in the process of
leaving the car, the white light went off, reddaamd blue lights

appeared and the object took off., In Sharon's words: "It went
straight up at an incredible rate of speed."

Length of observation after the red/blue lights appeared was

2-3 seconds then it disappeared.

Total sighting time: 1-1~1/2 min,

Witnesses explanation: "something the government is fooling
around with," '

Perhaps pertinent: Air force base of some kind is located within
18 miles of sighting area. It is a small air field. (I think this

is why the kids can so easily persuade themselves that what they
saw is something the government or air force is testing.)
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419 Clen~Moore Blvd,

New Castle, Pa. 16105
March 14, 1977

Robart Cowell
UPO Research Center

287 Colony Drive
Irwin, Pa. 15642

Dear Sir: :
You undoubtedly will he disappointaed in hearing from me instead
of either Shawen or Pom. RelUdibr, I had TeRsh fieh Sksvon ;
ster and she brought with her y 'tt@r £ Mar h lneh. she
wgad no%aihown Tom the g@tt@t and “’gggt g @ »@b 4 so wince

he has completely rationalized tha inai&aﬁt aﬁé is eert«in what

£he fav KRR 2iBRLy 3.JPITRAESEY TERSH of o metwe unknow to

Sharon, of course, is torn betwgen her desire to please me by

cao erating with you and her desire to conform to Tom's wishes
gnoring the whole bit.
g ing th 1e bit

To assure that {a u recéived some satiafaa&ien fxnm your letter

I suggested that I ask the questions: from theé letter and respesnd
to you. - That way, she can honestly say she hasn't contacted you.
We used a lot of the restaurant napkins for me to take notes on
and I assure you, as an ex court reporter, that. ‘the answers given
are aceurate and as she responded. The queatians and angwers ‘

I have written saparately'onvthe paper which is attached herato.

You will find that most people in this area (Lawrence, Mercer

Counties) feel as Tom:-does, This is because there is an armg air
force base in Youngstown, ODhio (Rte 193 Horth toward Kingsville)

and thay have all types of craft in the skies around here. For a
few years they were even flyinq dirigikles all Gver the plasce.
Youngstown is only 18 miles from New Castle and less than thht from

West Middlesex. In fact the afr force bise is' a£ the same end of
. Youngstown as West Mi8dlesex.

" Also, one of the fellows Tom works with cama 1a with a picture aevaral

~ years ago whioh he told was a plicture of an UFG: he had sighted. This

man lives’ in the Baink ‘igneﬁ {whexe Mrgfﬁeaiy Aleo told#:: ehesa il
had been sighted, Tom s3id the man was teased a@nd to unperc

by the oeheghﬁan.y lom, being a tease, probaglg 444 his dhare and’ &aesn'y
want the same to hﬁgg@n 0 him:) I asked him what the picture locked like

and he told me ’11&@(8@&30&3 held&ug up a banaﬁh“.( wWhich I am sure
is overdrawn.)

i

Anywag-~-I hope the attaahﬁd%&s of aome ha&pit&gyout

Sincerely,

Ella Mae Forrest



WITNESS: (8haron L. Doutt Date of Interview:
INTERRBGATOR: Ella Mae Forrest March 14, 1377

Q. Myx. Cowell wants to know your exact feelings at the time of .
_your sighting an unusaal aircraft sometime last year.

A, Well, naturally we were surprised .at firgt... .and uneasy.A
Q. Well, he specifically wantsh@ know 1€ you felt fear.

A, It wasn't really these long enough to gat all upset aboat
it, I don't think ®on was aﬁraid._nia first instinct was

‘ to go over and investigate it.
Q. What about yourself? o a
: ’ - ' S I : L
A, I didn't want him to go. I guess that was a fear of some '
kind. ; N - B
Q.{Kﬁnt Tom didn't get out of the car, did ha?'i

A, It wasn't there long enough, He 3aat atarted to get out qi.
the car~-~-or just ggenaﬂ the deoor when it took
It was just there about a ninute or so. -

Q. Mr. Cowell alse womld like you to mak;~a aiawing for him---

A, uon, you know I ¢antt draw and make aaything look like 1@&
supposed to,

Q. Well, ﬁge together we can get something down on paper that
.laoks like what you saw, You say 1t was zeund Iike a ball? :

A. Yes, except it was f£lat on the bottom,
Q. But definitely not elliptieal?

A, No, not really.

Q. ‘And these "legs® which you samw-cau&ﬂ yeu iaage their laagth?

A. No, all I can say 13 that they were 1n poxpe:tion to the .
thing itself,

Q. And you are sure of bhe number of 'legs“?

"A. I am sure there was more than one, My impresaien nowis thab
there ware four.

Q. Did these "legs”" come straight down from tha ebject or were . %hey
~-well, like jointed lege?

A, You mean like a spider's or daddy 1eaa &ags?



Q.

Q.

.Q.

Q.

Q.

Q.

Q.

Q.
Q.
0.

Q.

as a drawing similar to the object yon saw?

Yes, that's what I mean, Here, let me'show‘you what I mean. -
(I draw "legs® like this on a napkin:( )

A, Oh, no, they were much straighter than that.

-You mean they came straight out of ﬁhaidbjebgﬂ

A. I don't think so but they didn't do that either;‘

Can you show me on paper what they wexarliké?

B Hbll, they game ont but just a 1&%&&6.

Well, lpe me see if I can draw what yau'zeadescribing.
{ I draw two and snh~saga no, I draw a thinﬂ and she says
yes.)
. Then this third drawing I've done is vary aimilar to what you
“are trying to desoribe?

‘A. Yes. Much move like it. E ”'A'  . "

I have your pesmiasﬂan to forward this arawinq to Mr, 00w011

A. Oh, for etying out loud, Mom, wer're nat in court, !bu've
 spent too much time there.

Mr, Cowell didn't ask bat I am vary curiaus .about the white

light which attracted yon and Tom to ehe objeet Can you
.pinpoint its source? .

. Well, definitely from the mm. .

'From the bottom of the airoraft?

A. Either the bottom or the legs. Iiaanlﬁfbe sure.
‘Well, it wasn't like seeing say a saringloﬁgl&ght bulbag?
A, Heavens, no, It was just a vexy-h@ight»iiqht..

Would you say glarinq?

A, I suppose you could say ‘that, It waa: vamy bright.

Now, Mr, Cowell would like you to ﬁry ho p&npeint the date aﬁ -
aighting if you can. '

$11 14 1n
ER Sy

A, wal%arﬂ am positive §t was while we wgwgw of e Baw it.

cause that's where ve were hegde




Q.

Q.

Q.

‘Qt

Q

‘When did you move frem Hubbard to West Middlesex?
A, Our lease at Shadew Run was up Cotober lst and we moved

g:se a day or two bafore it was g-*-x guess it must have
en either September 29, 30 or 3 C ‘.zxau,4dyhr 3l “*éypt‘)

gg ygg7%§e positive that this sighting was priec to sgp%enbar
’

A. Of that much I am positive,
Can yeu make any guens as to ‘how mnoh haﬁeza?

A. Not paaitively but in thinhing aboat it aow it aaams to
me that I was etill teaﬂh&nq ie.

You taught 4th grade all during the 1975519?8 suheea"ﬁeagz

A. You know I taudght there thzaugh the. en& of school &n
June, 1976,

Well, I know but Mr. doesn't Could it have baen

you sightes this in"157 --n ﬁail?

o A. No, it was last year,

Q.

Q.

Q.

Q.

Qe

‘Could it havebeen in the wineer?

A, It was very nice weather, Not eoia or anything. X uhiﬁﬁ7»

it was near tha end of school which wunad be the end of
May ar anr&y part of June.

- But you aren't poaﬁkﬁms?

A, No, the only th&ng I'm gaaitiva abo»t was thnt it was wmﬁi

before we movad to West Middls (sbgt. 29, 1976) aad
that it wasn't in the winter, -

:That's the besﬁ you can do?

A, Yes,

I can't help but wonder why you waited so long to tell me.
(I believe she told me about this in 8eptemhas )

A, WHell, X do hava other things ta»eh;nkfﬁbaaa.
How do you feel about the sighting naw?" r
A, Well, before yeu started making a hig ﬁa&l out of this, I

accepted Tom lanatio thae ie wamasamathi the ve T
mnntgwaa fuasgngxgmouad 2 e go *




Q.

Q.

» Q.‘ e

Q.

Q.

Qs

Q.

Q.

Q.

inow long wvere the red and blue lights vis&bla?

[ 4 2 R |

About the red and blue lights. When 4id. these becoma vumﬁé? |

A. After the white light diaaapeare& and the thing started to
go up.

On what part of the object did they appear to be lovated?

A, You couldn't really tell exac&ly. It w&a dark and you .
couldn't see.

‘Were tha legs still there whem uasmuﬁ“a&‘?

A. You céuldn't gee if uhsy ware a& ae%,aﬂtat eha whike
light went out. -

So you don't kmew if the red and blue 11tha ‘vere on the lega.
~.or on the object itself? | i

A. NO« ] .
Tell me again how tho strange air c:aet disappeazea

- Ao Straight up, very fast,

Where did it go? .

A, I don't know, We saw it juet a faw sac?#dauwhanfit'aeemad
to disappear. At least ve coulda't sbéatheflggh%s.

: “Wﬂﬁ’

A, Justa few seconds. We saw them wﬁen the whita ltﬁht went :
out and the thing started to go up vary Saat uné then '
everything was gond,

How close to the power sub statian was this ebjaet?

A. Very close,

Beside 1t?

- A, No, back a little over the power. lineec You know where emat

first telephone pole ig===just about thare.

How far back from the road where you wame?

-);'

&nd 1t' 200 faet,

A, ?&4 I don't know exactly. I'd aay ahoat eha depeh oﬁ our




Q.

Q.

And how far up in the alx?

A. I think about 60 feet.
How did you arrive at that figure?

A. It was about the same hedght as the water tank and the o

water tank is twice as high as our naw hsnse wh&ch ‘Pom
says is 30 feet, o

ab
n’ﬁm huttmho

_And what abaat size?

ank but I dontt know
ao<&mn'®fa§k.

A, It | £&& on th
ahaagggk have bregga ef a

‘Whau do you think the obﬁset was Qhﬁngrin thgt articular
£ield e@?goute 318? P

A, g%at a quasgion, All it aeemad o he aoiug was hovering
erae.,

END OF INTERVIEW

‘Below is drawing of what Sharon is trying to describe:
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