
J. Allen Hynek, Director 
Lindheimer Astronomical Research Center 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

Please don't groan too loudly at this receipt of yet another 
letter requesting explanation of an UFO sighting. ~y belated 
interest in UFOs was kindled just last year, not from any per
sonal experience with one but by a sighting experienced by my 
daughter and son-in-law. The curiosity of the actual witnesses 
was so little aroused that they failed to mention it to me till 
some weeks later. They were disbelievers previous to their 
sighting and remain so, assuring me that the craft they saw was--
and I quote--"something new that the government is fooling 
around with". To me, this conclusion appears without evidence 
but I would like to be convinced. 

At the time, my reading on the subject was limited to the few 
newspaper accounts printed locally. My daughter and her husband 
probably didn't even bother reading those since they were (and 
still are) totally disinterested in UFOs. So it was that these 
witnesses at the time of sighting had no preconcieved ideas as 
to what an UFO might look like or how it might act. I wanted my 
daughter and her husband to report the incident but she and Tom 
would not agree to do so. I was at a loss where I should report 
it until a month or so ago when I noted a letter in our local 
paper requesting that UFO reports be aubmitted to the U.F.O. 
Research Center in Irwin, Pennsylvania. I immediately wrote to 
the furnished address and report fc~ms were forwarded to my 
daughter and her husband. My daughter filled hers out under 
pressure from me but my son-in-law flatly refused to cooperate. 

would like to have answered are: (1) Could the 
era have b me t e of r r or sin 1 manned -

iece of air force equipment being currently used or tes~ed? 
(2) Do the details of the sighting rule out natural phenomena? 
(3)"""'""Is there enough told of the gpjects movements to state whether 
its ffi"ovements conform to the laws of aerodynamics? 

Before giving you the details, I will give you some information 
on my daughter who was the only one filing a report in this instance, 
although there were two witnesses. My daughter is 25 years of age, 
a college graduate with a minor in science, including some astronomy. 
She has taught elementary grades and was employed as a 4th grade 
teacher at the time of sighting.. She was graduated in the top 5% 
of both her high school and college classes. She has· the kind of 

intelli~ence that absorbs knowledge readily but lacks, much to my 
disappointment, the curiosity and imagination to produce or con
tribute what her intelligence might otherwise permit. It does, 

however, make her a most reliable witness. She is a practical, 
down to earth, no-nonsense type of a person. Probably a much more 
reliable witness than I would be since I am more excitable. 



'· 

Along with the attached details of the sighting, I am sending 
you a map (poorly drawn) of the sighting area and a carbon copy 
of an interview with my daughter which was occasioned by her 
husband forbidding her to directly answer specific questions 
sent to her by the man in Irwin. This interview was subsequent 
to her filing of the report so it does not contain all details. 

Since the time of this interview with my daughter, I have been 
avidly reading everything available on the subject of UFOs. 
including your book, The UFO ~xperience, A Scientific Inquiry, 
from which r obtained your name and address. 

Recognizing that you are probably much too busy to answer all 
the.q~estion~ of those writing you, I am hoping.that someone 
affiliated with you and knowledgeable in the subject may be 
able to do so. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ella Mae Forrest 
419 Clen-Moore Boulevard 
New Castle,- Pa. 16105 

f,J, -J,a_~,, 1:-i-~~,,,_, a, _.u-tf-~~ J ~'l . 
. .J2<J-t.-V--(..~ .,t.YI- Juµ...v tluJ; ~~ .~ ~ 

/tZ-r ;_,,,, fr _Cl-yv.J-.U..U_h./ /Y{f ,3 ~"-t~ " 



DETAILS OF UFO SIGHTING 

1. Specific date unknown. Definitely occurred between end of 
May and mid-September, 1976. 

2. Place of sighting: Route 318, Mercer County, Pennsylvania, 
1 mile east of West Middlesex, Pennsylvania. Just above Route 
80 ascess/exit. 

3. Time: night. Probably around 10 p.m. , 
4. Sighting area: Open field surrounded on east and south by trees, 

on the north by Route 318 and on the west by power sub-station 
and high tension wires running from it. Water tank near the 
eastern border of field. Route 318 at this location has street 
lights and lights from the various Route 80 exits, approximately 
1 mile or less away, illuminate the northernsky. Thus, this is 
never at night what you would call a "pitch black" area. The 
field described is not a large field. From the corner (see map) 
to the power sub-station, I would judge the distance to be 
roughly 600 feet. 

5. Object noticed simultaneously by 2 witnesses who were just 
leaving a house across road. The house they were leaving is 
situated diagonally from the power station. Witnesses had just 
gotten into their car and pulled out onto the road when they 
observed this object after they had gone not more than 200 or 
250 feet. Both say that the bright light emanating from the 
bottom of the object first called their attention to it. 

6. Driver of the car immediately stopped, engine running. No 
interference with motor. Windows were down, night was clear. 

7. No noise heard. No planes noted but neither were they searched 
for. 

8. Description of object: Silver metal dome, flat bottom, 4 legs 
straight down. Very sharply outlined. Light emanating from 
bottom was illuminating the earth and high tension wires. 

9. Size: witness not sure but says it definitely would have 

10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 
wa 

14. 

15. 
16. 

17. 

fit on top of the water tank. (Note: water tank is squat, very , 
round type rather than the tall, thinner ones you sometimes see.) 
Distance from witnesses: 60 foot in air. (judged from height of 

water tank.) 200 (or less) feet from car of witnesses. 
When first sighted, witnesses say it was simply hovering there. 
Reactions of witnesses: Initially, surprise. Then Tom immediately 
opened the door of the car to get out and investigate the object. 
Sharon recalls not wanting him to go but can ascribe no reason 
why she didn't want him to go. 
Upon Tom opening the car door and while still in the process of 
leaving the car, the white light went off, reddand blue lights 
appeared and the object took off. In Sharon's words: "It went 
straight up at an incredible rate of speed." 
Length of observation after the red/blue lights appeared was 
2-3 seconds then it disappeared. 
Total sighting time: 1-1-1/2 min. 
Witnesses explanation: "something the government is fooling 
around with." 
Perhaps pertinent: Air ·force base of some kind is located within 
18 miles of sighting area. It is a small air field. (I think this 

is why the kids can so easily persuade themselves that what they 
saw is something the government or air force is testing.) 
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~t Cowell 
UPO l~•••areh Center 
287 Co1ony Drive 
Irwin, Pa. 15642 

Dear Sirs 

419 Cleo-Moore Blvd. 
Rew eefi.'tl~, Pa. 16105 
March i·4, 1977 

Y~\1.; ;tUMI.. OQ."•fl~;y w ...... i.~l.·:· ·b~ ~·~ .. mgt:11ea. in._ --. · ·. ,•!--Zr~::~~~~ .. ·: __ ~.1:t3!ll .,a. i~atead ot· .ri1bbd ~a1 ·o~,;: ..... · ., . . '.j I hatt··.-w~:i: .... -tSIJ ... · .· 

... &:gtt::~ .. g: =rr.:~~l~~~~:...~=,a~~.~~ 
he has completely .ratio~ali*8d the lacthnt: att4' ·-:ta eert&d.n· what · 

g~~elf.~ Bl lil!tJ ld!Xffft!.R-! ~Jf:ff of a na~~e · unknown to 

Sharon, of course, is torn between her desire 'tq please me by 
co.operating wtuh you and her desire to oonfon ·:t:o Tom's wishes 
by l9nor·ift9 the whole bit. 

. .. 

Tb ... ~sur.- tha~ you· 1reoe&ved so~ sat!-.~a~~ .. t~~· your le·t:.ter 
I sugge$1t~d that I ask the questlon·s; ·from. 'tile l~ter and reepead 
to you.-.· 'fha:t .waiy,,. s.h~ o•n bo11estly ·sew &l\e: .. basiit'1: coat••~ 70\1• 
We used a lot of t.he lr ... ·baur.aat naplti~a?· fG. .. : ... iDt9·'~to. take ~ on , 
and I. aasui:e you, as an e.-.~.ourt: r~~r1·. ~bai;.the answer• given 
are aceura·te iUld as: she· 11esponded.. '»he ciµ-:s,t.iQia. and answers 
I have wx-itten separately on .the paper wbioh.·ia .attached hera1:o. 

You will. find 'that meat ·people in this area (·1-nence, Me.2!'oer 
countie.s) feel. as T~--®-a·, Thie is because 'tbttre is· an. a~ air 
force base in Youngstown, .Ob~o· .(R• l?~ tttJ.#'.th ~o•aff4 rKll\9eville) . 
and tth._y. have'; a11 ·qp• i·~'. ._ ... ','- .·-: ·••Jl . .;'••n@ ·b~e. r..- a ·. 
few years they wete even flying d!·rfqltile$:· ~a·ftf 'evei ·.tfle_ pJ'a•. . 
You~9st:own is .only .. 1.8: ai~e .f;~ :.We~ G~·s'f:.:~• · ~~~,).,8f.s. tJ,l~ .'tlllltt _f.rom 
wee;• Mld_aleeex.-. Itt~· . fflQt. tllft. ·a·:lft. ••· •• is:\.t* the ome. ead of; 

~ Yo\lftptown a• .wea~ IU.fht,.._. ·· 
·Also, on.e. of Ube fe.l-lows· ·W•,w--a ~~1;h c-arne. -i~~ wi~h ~ .PiCtQ;:• s•veral 
years ago vhtoh he ~-14' .... a pietmz-e of an u••~::~.he bad . slvhnd. ~ta· 
man li(¥8S.:·ira~.-.ti.18~··~,a,'.:(w~- Mr.•,· .. 1'1•"~~:·•l:t10 tQ14!,~ tb.~• . 
had .. been :9iiP,te«·• ... ,.,· .... mt;~~ .... :-~h~ .. .- " .. as ~ ... ;··. ~'-4' , .•.. d i:e_~·.·· ~ ._.,·". c:Lf-1.. ~y 
by tbe o~her .aen .•. ~,. --- .a ·teue, p~lJ;:,414 hi• •ure ana:. dQetm:-•-t 
want' the saltle to ~--~: t•. ht••-> . I ·4elteclf '~illi:.:,~ .. t ~e:. pidtlare loo,Jted 1:1-e 
·•-' he 'tQld me •1it1•;'"•.-e. .. hOldh9 up ... b.-•·· { Which I am ave 
1• overdrawn •. ) · 

Anywa:;-.... -I hope the aiz·t&C~4"1··i.8 ·of some ·he.lp· te: ;yott'1 

Sineerel·Y, 

Ella Mae Foi-rest 



Da~e of In~erview: 
11aroh 14, 1977 

o. -· Cowell wan1:a to know you exaet feelings at! 'the i:ime of , · 
.Your si9ht:in9 an unusaal airoraf1t aoa.t.i~_laat. year. 

o. 

Q. 

· A. Well, nattorally we wue surpris'.etl ~a't fia'•t:.· ••• and uneasy.·.-.. ~ 

&. It wasn' tt really th•ee lon9 enough 'to .96t all '1p8at abo••· 
it.. I 4o1''t. th·lnk Wom was ah'a1d .. (B1a: ~:jzst 'inst1-ot waS::-~· 
to 90 over and inves,t:l9aU. 1t. · ·: 

ltbat. abou.u yourself? 

A. I didn't wan~ him ~o go. 
kind. 

. . :-:~ 

f;: 
.-'..'( 

.. ··•. ·.·'· :"r~, 
I guess that: wa..s a fear o•· some '. .. 

a •. ,auit Tom didn't 9et. out: of the oar,. di4 he? 

A. It wasn't 'there 10119 eno\lgh. lie :h•~ s•i:ed t:o get out .·fl# 
the car---or iastl opened .the door ·vtt"1n· ·~\ took. o-ff. :,·:" 

. I.t was just tflere ~out a m1nut.e or so.··. ·,; 
' . ·. . . 

Q. ·" Mr. Cowell also woald like you to -~; .... ~fiwiaf for him--- .. · 

Q. 

A. Moe, you know I oan•t draw an4 mak:e ·•n,_~n1 look like i'h•·· 
supposed uo. :. · · .·;:: 

Well, maybe together we ·can get sometihiJ\9.<iown .on papazr that 
.looks like whau yoa saw. You say i1t .was ·¥nncl llke a ba111 

A. Yes, except; it was flat on tbe bota>m. 

Q. But definibely a.ti ell~t.lo·alt 

A. No, not really. 

o. ·Ana these •1eg.e• wllicb y.ou aaw--·c..itl r• ;.~ve -he.ir len9th?; 
.. 1:• ... ,, ' 

A. Ho, all I oaza· aay -le tma' they wer.e in porportion 'to tise. J .·.' 

t!hin9 i1teelf. 

Q. And you are sure of 1th• nwnBer of •1e9e0 ·? 

o. 

A. I am sure •be.• wae more ~an one. My 1-p1reseion aowie tb•t. 
the••· were feu. · · · 

Did these •1.,s• ceme_ ... sua4.-fht down fJtGlll 1dl. ollj•c1: or were .tihey
•-well, like ].oint4.4 leqs·t 

A. You mean like a spldu'a or daddy .lC>.1W'·~9a? 



... __:.· ..... 

Q. Yes. that's what :r mean. Here, l•t. me staow·you wha~ I mean. ·.· 
(:r: draw •1e9s• like ~is on a napkin•( · ) 

· ~· Oh* no, flhey were mob stmai9h'ltet- t.hu 1thai:, 

Q. ·,lr.ou ~an they came aerai9bt ou1: of t\he. ob·j~~ 

A. I clon • ~ ~illk so b\lt. t:hey d l4n • ~ do .. · 'that •l t:.her. 

Q. can you show me on paper what. thfiy ·~·•· l~~i? 
' 1_: ~·· • . _, ·.• :_ • ' . . 

a.- Well, l•t; me. see if :t aan a.aw wha1: M·~••:Aesoribla9-. 
( I .. draw two and :Stlll a&ya no., J ckaw .a ·•Ina and s!;te says 

yes.) 

o •. Thea this ~ird drawinq :r•ve done is 99ry_atm&lar to what. you 

Q. 

' ' ~ 'tryin9 · i!o desaribe? 

· A. Yea. Much mere like it. 

i have your peniiset- to fonrud ~is · dr.awb«J to Mr. cowe11 · ·. 
as a drawin9 similar '\o the ob,_,.~ yoq •. a..,t 

: ; 

A. Oh, for Cryin9 011-t loud, Mom, wer•·~e .npt:.:'ift court. You've . 
. spent ~ aucl\ 1:'1ae ~hare-· · · 

o. Mr. Cowell cl-14-''t·_··.estc• bu~ z ma v•.•r ~·iewi;.:.:_abeu~ t:h• .. white. 
li9ht. whtcb. a~1::aa:cbad you anc! 'l?olll im. tAl••ieot. can you 

. pinpoill1: i u sou:ece? · ;; . . .·· . 

. -A. w.11, Aefial~y f,«•:·:the··lM>~~. .·. 

Q. 

A. Bit.her idle bottom cur · ~e legs. I. oa:n•-_t: be sure. 

a. ·well, it wasn't like seei119 aay a strlnq of.:.U9l\1: balbst 

A. Heavens, no. It w• just a van- -~·itrl-it. .'li'lht. 

· Q. Woald yoa say 9larin9? 

·A. I suppose you coulcfl say ·that. It: 1n1.a·:·> ~•r H,ight. 

Q. Now. Mr. Cowell would lille you to try· ;"'°''. --tq,o·int the dat:e o~ -
.aiqhting lf you can. . ··' · ·· .:. .:-' 

. ,•-: .. 
. '• 



o •. When 414 you mo¥• from Bubbkrcl to -Wes,1' Middles~? 

A.. Oar lease at. Shadow llun waa •••ober 1s1t- aa4 we moved 
iun a day or we ·before Ut was •P..-;-1:· 9'188• i~ mas~ haft . 
&een either SepUJDber 29, · 30 or 31 .• (~~ 1f..u,.v ~ rver a I ,.,.; ~) 

. ' 

A. Of .that much I am positive. 

o. can you make aay gu.-.. as to bow -~; .. i..-_.? 
~· . , ~.\:··~LT...-.\.;.,~·~.;?:. 

A. Not. positively but in ~inklnt .~t it.· .-aaw lt. aa_. -·'. 
. me 1Jha't ·:·I ·was ·~t.11 uaofllav. t.tdl -~ ·· ·. 

' ·~ _.,., _ . ' 

o. You tauflhit 4i:h vra4e all 4QU9 '*8. 191,S•lt·?f iHlboel r~1 

A. You know I tu9ht\ ·1:11.e 1:1\r-aup the>•d.·of aehoetl ln 
June, 1976. > • 

o. Well, I. know b\111 Mr. COWell doesa•t . Could' if: have baen 
you eigb•aa i!his in 19?1-~ln the. fllil? 

A. No., .. ifl was lasi: ye~. 
1'· 

o. · Coa-ld it. havabeen i-a 1:1\e winter? 

: .~. 

A. X't was ver:t aiae wea1mer:'. Rot: ffh.l. QS' -aay~in9. ! itkl~~-~; 
iit waa neur 't:ba ·end of school wbi:oh ·woaa be Che and of 
Mar or early :..,15 ·.Of "'1rl•• · 

'·r" 

A. Ho, the only lm~llf 1 •m _paaitrive -~·-· ·~ tm(tt u~ wu 
b8fore we maftt'I'. 'ta. Wesu. ~'. _:(-..... ,,,. 11. lt16) an4 
tihail tt wasn't '-::the wt....... " 

Q. ·-rha~•a the best you ean 4o? 

A. Yes. 

.... .: .. ,, ..• tj 

Q. I can•~ h•1P bu~ 'Wf.tndez- ~ yoa waiited so lon9 te -'911 me .. 
(I believe she: ~•14 u ·&boat t.bla io.;iep . .-s.) 

A. we11. 1· 4o have ottller tdlinga = ~i.k ;._4l • 

. Q. Row Clo you feel aboait ·the ei9hU~9 .. ...,,,, 

A. well, before 1• attarUd 11.aliag ~• !Jig.,:.-d,eti out. of 'td~s,:·:x 
aca!_ptied Tem_, • •' dl'~_ana~if)tt tma~ ·".tt ._;_,s.-t.lliq 'be 90ve#:.., 
men~ wa.s fu-ssing ••etmi .. .-1.t& • · · · · · ·.- .· 

., . 



Q.. Aboui: 1:.he red and bl~e ·ltflbtte·· . Whea· 41.id · .. ese become v1'slb:W? 

A. Af'ber t:he white light. 41•a.,.area ana·'the ~£ng •*•rted ~ 
go up. 

o •. on what par~ of ~ha objeo~ did 1:h-W. a~.• l>e lo«a'ted? 

A. You coulda''t realJ.t ~ell exaotllSt-•-' J:tt wa$ clerk a.ad· ·,.OU 
cou14n'~ see. 

· o •. ··.1<·:war:e id&a :lev• .-11~: -~·• •hn; ui ~ a.._-.r.•~,;~: 

A. .You e0.liln't, .aee···t'f ·tmey wue W ';-··aliter iAbe Whiw 
ligh;t wenit ·cm•. · . . -" 

. . 

~-.. · 

Q. .·So you aon • t Jme.w if the re4 ao4 bla •. , ·:l.~l9h'bl. ·w.ere on the .1•· . 
·.-.or on i:he object: Useelf? ·· · '":~ · · · · · · · .. ~.? .• < . 

Q. ~ell me a.cgain how the suange air or.aft: .a·~appeare4 •. 

:· -· A.. StJ:.aiqb~ up, very ~aat. 

o. Whe~e did itt go? "~~, .·. 

_,", ·~· 

A. I don't know._ We: eaw it jaett a e.- ae .... ~s .when j,1: •...ad 
t:o d.isa.ppear. A't leas~ we cau-ltia•·~. ·ae6fthe .1~91l~s. 

. . . r-

a •· · .How loaq were the red and blue :U.9h1:a •l•$~et· 
. . . . . . :.· '• . . --'-':\~4)·. 

A. t':hlsta few seconds. we saw ·them wh•c·· .the. whi~e lffh't went(: · 
ou1t and tm.e $iAfJ .. •:t5a•t.ed '9 .- ·• veq:.:f..- an4 then 
every.thing was fOll•• . ,_· · , 

o. __ ·Bow close to ilhe power eab sta:t:ion was 'tbts,~O,bjecit7 

A. Very close. 

a. Beside it? 

· A. Ne, back a litttle avet' the power .J..iae•·~~<· Yo• know -where· .. 11. 
first ~elephone pole ls---juat:. ab.oat •••• · · ... ~ .. 

Q. Bow far baok from 1the road where you··--?·_, 
.. ·~1.:·: 

A. ~. !Joy~'e11n C!1"• J '4 ear ~;.~ •1111 of ou-i 
,J'. 

~· ·~ .. ;; 



\ J 

..... -: ( -...... 

A. I tm~nk about :&·o tea~ • 

.r Q. Bow did you ~i:ive n, 'tJl&t. f4;. .. .,et 

A. z·tt was abouit the same h·~ aa the -..~ teak· and tme 
Wfltt~ -~ ia -.t;ice 89 Jtig- UJ oar -aew MB89 ~ah.:~ 
says. 1• 3 Q f"eett.:. . · · · .. . · 

.(Jlet.e 1., 11b4.e -~~,. il.._ ·•t.._, -•,, Mia:. abo.t.~; if ••• the tall ma~ . 
t. J:>Uc ~· . ..,. W· -·~\*'*.·,•~·•· ;·.w ·~~. aboR:<;ltJ. . · · · Jr,,..:_'11\l.i••· ... ~~~l·,"' . : 

~ . ,. .. -- . . : ' '" . . .. :.. . ·;·~,;·:--:. '.·:-_: . .: ,. .::- ...... ~ ' 

a. And what abolit: size? 

A. lt_ cCRll_ d_.,bave_ .:._·_t~*: .•. •. ~ ..• , .. _:.ft>f.·· .. "'-• .--~-·:··· .. ·:.b_••<l ••'• 'le••·· 
.. tdte t:a.Jit·•·s eM~em•••e.ae •• -.. •,fir:_·uk. ~- · · · .. 

o. · ·•\ (Jo ,cu 1thtnt_c_ the o*9't was ~" ta •t. pUUOQler 
f ie14· ·Oft Roul:e 31-17 . . ·' . · , 

A·. Wbat. a qtltiQ.ton. A~~ .it. ••eaed· to be 40&'1'°9 was ho.._'119· 
~here.. · 
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S>Mll\tr l't'l' ~ lll.Ll, Wes G\ Q 
CfJ: : Q.l.>\tV\~4f&eS. 
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