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- ‘But about two minul

. By MONA MOORE
"' Press Staff Writer

dismissed by the Coast

- Guard, some people in the

small towns of Heislerville
and ‘Dorothy are wondering
whether the strange sights

--they saw on Monday eve-

ning can be so easily
alned. -

rs. Kay Peterson and

- Mrs. Vi Camp were leaving

Mrs. Peterson’s house on
School House Lane in
Heislerville near Port
Norris at.about 7:30 p.m.

-. when they spotted an object
_ with two bright lights hover-

ing over the woods about 300

. yardsfrom the house.

They called to their neigh-
bors, Mr. and Mrs. Wayrne

Tomiin, who also came out-
-side with their two children
“to.see the object. . -

“We couldn’t "hear a

“sound. It was just sittln% in
-midair. just ~ above the

trees,” Mrs. Camp- said.
after
they (the Tomlins) came

..~ " out, it took off, The lights got
- dim,

then brig’ht. then
seemed to go off.

.. Mrs, Camp said she heard

A

" alow whirring noisewhen it
took off. The object, which

. - all the witnesses ‘deseribed
[ . sxg{&"é’sgr;n _'“;gg{;%‘l‘, gﬂg—mbeing shaped likeaboom-
\- Tuesday morning have been erang, passed du-ecﬁy over

their heads. , i
As it passed over, they

say, they could see & semi- tim

swcircle of red lights en the -
underside. Near whgt Mrs.
Camp referred ‘to as the:
“headlights” she saw some-
thing that the other &itness-
esdidmot. " - -

‘] saw a figure ina small

\&rindow. It wai;. ‘.:.n dmiki' but:
" appeared like a-
from E:e waist up, the Iormf
of a body.” . .

. Mrs. Tomlin recalied that
the object was turnizg very
slowly -as it -moved away,
apparently toward the Dela- .
ware Bay.” C s

- Her description of the ob-
lﬁct coincided with fdose of

she recalled that it had a
dome of glass underneath
“like a cabin" wifh lights
inside; She felt she coald see
movement inside, but

thought it might have been .
- - Charles Morris of Cape May
Avenue saw an- unusual:

reflections. . -
“We see airplanes, heli-
- copters and crop .dustm%.
. planes all_the time, but

but-the incident was later
“dismissed b& the . Coast
~Guard-as lights

e.other witnesses, except cloud. . - o
There are no fishing boats
in Dorothy, about 20 miles.

NL

50 slow and without making

a noise, except it sounded.

like a. refrigerator, a low
humming,” Mrs. Tomlin
said. .

None of the six. people
reported the incident at the

e.
“1 thought about it all

-night,” Mrs. Camp said. “I’

couldn’t hardly sleep. But ]

thought everybody .would

think we were crazy. Then

when I heard on the news.
'about the l%lice in Ventnor

seeing a UFO, I thought it

must have been -the same’

thing we saw.”

The Ventnor sighting oc-
curred at about 5 a.m. and
was witnessed 'by a police-
men and a Press reporter,

rom {ishing
boajg reflecting off a-low
ol :

north of Heislerville near
the Cumberiand County-At-
lantic County line, i

That's where Mrs.

l%ght at about 7:45 p.m.
onday night. - »
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é“red, with brilliarit lights off
it and extending below it. 1t

.wasn't a steady beam, but

brilliant, flickering lights."”
-She turned- away for a
minute and when she looked
aﬁain, it was gone, she said.
She returned to her work,
but cauldn't concentrate.
4After a few minutes, I-

‘turned off ‘the .lights and

looked -out. I. couldn't see

anything and then to the left -
of the ?ropertf(r Isaw ared-
ight i

round e.on an air-
{)lane. I thought that’s what
t was, but it came around to
the rear of my.property to
about the same area where 1
saw something before and it
became a brilliant, reddish-
gold glowing thing that gave
‘off reflections of light and
brightness.. = -

*q called to my sbn to look -
-and -we watched while, it
"hovered -and made-a small

circle, then disappeared as
tho;lgﬁ it was rotating on its
own:axis, and the lights just

faded. away- right on the-

B
sp%sked' whether- it m&ght
have been a helicopter, Mrs.
Morris said definitely not.

“It was not an aircraft as we
know -it, .or.a satellite, c;’?

- never saw.an airplanemove = The object she saw was star,"-,she ~§aid; R neypt’

sa\v'anything like it. I was
abhs'flutel captivated by it.”
Is.

of the earlier sighting in
Heislerville, - -
She said the object was
some distance away and she
couldn’t really tell much
about its shape, . = -
“It didn’t appear tohave a
shape, but-if I had to say, if
it-had -any shape at all, it
‘would, have been. cylindri-
cal,” she said. -
Neither the Millville Air-
port, the Federal Aviation
Administration nor the Port
Norris State Police had re-
ceived any reports of UFOs
on Monday night;. neither

could they.offer any expla-.

nation. . .
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orris said she
heard. about the Ventnor
_Sightings, but was unaware
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st Eyes Are Focused On the Slaes

By MONA MOORE .
Press Staf{ Writer

VINELAND — Drawings of a UFO report-

ed in Heislerville Monday. night may look
strange to most people, ut not Gary Vendet-

i
“They saw -an object, whtch I believe I

have seen,” said Vendetti, who is the South
Jersey mvesti€ator for the Natlon Investigat-
i?\? Commit ee on Aenal Phenomena

He saxd the drawmg whnch appeared in
The Press Wednesday looked just like an

" object he saw two ?lears ago over Hardmg

Highway near Richiand

. “The ob,]ect 1 saw was the same eneral
Shape. but it had enght l:ghts on the bottom

g m e v

. the Coast Guar

mstead of six as they descrxbed » Vendettn',

said.
Vendettl who is often called by the police

when UFO 51ght1ngs occur, ‘interviews the .
é)te involved and submits a report to-
ICAP. He says his investigation of the .

current rash of sightings has been hampered

. by the weather, since he cannot get out to

mtennew the witnesses. -

~-~Sightings in Ventnor at - about 5 am,

Tues ay are “‘a real puzzle,” with a lot of

- different aspects, which he hasn’t yet fin-

xshed investigating, Vendetti said. -
Those si tmgs have been discredited by

.crowd of People on the Ventnor beaches saw
were the

e VOV U VIeD SRP SR D YR W SR Y
-

which claims what the.
gbts of fishing boats reflecting off ‘

as. a.s 4 & ol

a cloud. ‘ '
However, no explanatton has been offered .
for two separate sightings Monday night in
Dorothy and Heisslerville. :

e, near Port Norris, a group :

of neighbors watched ‘a silent, boomerang-

- shaped object hover over the trees about 300
flflee dgway and then pass directly over theu'-'
.~ .hea S ‘ .

-~ Fifteen minutes later and 20 miles awa
in Dorothy, Beth Morris and her 12-year-o d
son watched g hovering object whtch waslike
‘‘a brilliant, Tlickering light”’. = -

"~ It was a boormerang-shaped ob]ect which .
seeing .in_1974. It

- Vendetti could. rec
hovered about 150 feet off the ground he sald
- (Contin ued onPage22)”

an amateur astronomer, first became inter-
ested in UFQs about ten years ago and has -
; Seen .about five of them, he said..
 He: mvestigates Ap to- six* or seven.;
snghtmgs a year. Ven ettx says he doesn’t}a
:‘have a theory, . ™~ el
“1 iuSt report what people observe I ha :
¢ to ma ntain my objectivity.!! i ¢
R ““They. (the. snghtm 3) usually com
groups e call them ‘flaps’,” he said:’ *:-
- Since Tuesday there have been no other *
reported sxghtm%l but the last two nights
. have ‘been -cloudy and Vendetti -believes; -
“when ‘the weather clears the current ﬂap
—may continue. * S
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' 2 Area Resndents Spot -

A Dorothy woman and her 12-
year-old son reported spotting an

- unidentified flying. object twice

early last evening as it hovered in
a south-westerly direction near

* her home.

Mrs. Beth Morris, Cape May

- ave., spotted the, UFO npt? :45p.m.
- from her “country” backyard

overlooking south Millville. *The

" object caught my eye and was far

more brilliant than anv star or
Satellite in the sky and suddenly
disappeared. I just looked at 1t
and forgot about it at the time,”

she said, ‘‘until I heard the radio

. report.”

~

“ UFO in Southwest Sky

Early today at 5 a. m a Ven-
tnor patrolman spotted a UFO
.along the shores of the Atlantic
Ocean while on patrol. A Coast
Guard Cutter was dispatched to
the area to look for a possible ship
in distress, but found none.

Police and local radio stations
in the Ventnor area were flooded
with calls, according to one ac-
count of the story.

The woman again spotted the
.object at 8:40 as she looked out
; her porch window. “It hovered in
! one spot in the western sky. It was

red with a brilliant gold and gave .

" off theim npressxou of rays.” -
Sheca

- itiwas hovermg at “the hexght of

an airplane or a low flying craft. -

It didn’t make a noise like an
airplane. :

After five minutes the object
started making circles and slowly
disappeared as it turned around

she said. *'It was definitely not the .

likes of a helicopter.”

Her husband later joined her
trying to spot the object agam
untilla.m.

Local Federal Aviation officials
in Millville reported no UFO
sightings. One spokesman said
the object was probably “a heli-
copter Wlth itsinsidelights on ”
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_ ed her 12-year-old sonto .
. look atitalso. She said at the time
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From Bo:
- "By DAVID J. SPATZ,
‘And ZANE BINDER
. Press Staff Writers
.. ATLANTIC CITY — That
light on high...was just a
reflection from  the ocean
andsky. - . - SR
That'’s the official verdict
from the Coast Guard sta-
 tion at Atlantic City on what
many believed to have been
"an unidentified flying object
- ( ) cavorting -above the
 beaches of Absecon Island
-early Tuesday. - °
; __But an investigator for the
‘National Investigations.
.Committee on Aerial Phe-
‘nomena, a private group
‘based in Washington, D.C,,
'said he’s treating the inci-
‘dent as a UFO sighting until
.he receives more data.
{ The *“object” was" first
‘sighted around 5:15 a.m.
over the Ventnor beacheg by
Patrolman Frank Ingargio-
1a and Press columnist Sons
ny Schwartz. - ‘
- It was described as.a
cerystal white object with no
sound -emanating {rom it,
but no accurate estimate. of
its size was available. -
" The light from the
*object” was so intense it

)

its shape. . ‘ :

¢ The two men agreed that
it wasn't cigar- or pencil-
shaped and.the closest they
could come in describingit
was to say it was spherical
and had a green haze around

it. - .

' Ingargiola and.Schwartz,
) er in a patrol car en

the Boardwalk, drove slowly

tov:vaard Atlantic City, they

" SURO’ Said

) aNY
Reflection.

— PRESS

was impossible to make.out

_ ATLANTIC CI

Reflection B

TY.

| NL

Coast Guard Calls *UFO’ Boat

pLo—

They . claimed. the light
seemed to slowly ‘parailel
their .. course along the
beach. P

Upon reaching Albany Av-
enue and the Boardwalk, the
pair said, they decided to

drive down the beach ramp
o .the .sand.: The ‘car re-
mained parked on the ramp.
-as the men' continued their:
observation .of the bright
.object, they recounted. " -
' ““Frank then put the spot-
,li%ht-. of the car on the
‘object’ and then shut off the
‘light: He did this a couple of
times and then the ‘object’
‘moved in ‘closer to.us...ity
came up’ to -the line- of:
breakers in the water.” ‘%
. ' Schwartz went on with his-
story, “Then when that hap-
pene&. Frank got scared and
said, ‘let’s. get out of here,
tha't, ’thing is coming right at.

‘ Thepohceof hc;r,*
Schiwartz said, put the car in
reverse, and backed up the

- Ingargiola. -then radioed
Ventnor (
(Charles LaRe. and asked
him to have: Atlantic- City
Police cars.meet. him ‘at
.Albany .~ Avenue and the
Boardwalk. * .
* More"cars arrived’ until
; there were seven police cars
*and about 16 officers at the
scene, but then the “object”
vanished, Schwartz said..
“Frank put the spotlight’

had :last .been seen,” the:

columnist ‘related, .adding:

' that a police sergeant pres-

rent got out his. binoculars-

ramp onto the Boardwalk. "

olice Capt..

' back on where the object

L oMizlEE
ut 2 ° Witnesses”

-and was also able to observe
the “object”. . which, ap-
peared faint in the distance. -
- It then vanished altogeth-
er. The Atlantic City police -
officers left the area in re-*
sponse o an emergency call-
and the Ventnor' policeman.
and’ his rider-i headed .
downbeach towards Ventnor:-
on the Boardwalk.” - . - -
It was then 5:30.a.m. and .
the sky was._ empty,-
-Schwartz said. The two men?
.continued . to scan the sl%y7

‘and at a point near Raleight
- Avenue they saw the bright)
.object again. It continued toi
-grow brighter ard seemed:;
to follow the police car, they:
said. o T
; »By- the . time the - duo,
reached Vassar Square,:
whiere they had originally;
spotted the bright sphere;;
«xgt):hwartz 'said, it was the:
‘brightest and largest than at
-any time we observed it. It
seemed to come;right up to,
the shoreline.” .. - . %
~Then, the men claimed, it;
vanished at 6 a.m. - i
It was during the time that:
it reappeared that people’
from Brigantine and Mar-!
gate ' reported also seeing!
the bright sphere. -~ §
Another -‘‘oddity’’:
Schwartz reported was thes
- sighting of a “weird’! look-i
ing individual. He said thatj
as the police car was travel-’
'ing ‘towards Ventnor "and,
nearing Vassar Square,
where - the light was ‘the:
‘brightest, bothhe and Ingar--
a} a, noticed an extremely
'tall — six feet, five inches or

.G-foot-6 —. man with ‘im-
mense broad “shoulders
“lurching” down the Board-
walk in front of the car. The |
‘man was next to the railing.
on the -street side of the
Boardwalk, and neither the
sound :of the police car nor
the beam of -its headlights,|
caused him tolook arsund at i
the vehicle, Schwartz said. .
. “All we saw was his back
and -noticed - that ‘he was
wearing a a-three-quarter.
‘length suede coat‘and a _10-
-gallon Stetson hat. In that-
fgustmg wind he never even
othered to hold on.to his,
-hat,” Schwaitz said. - a
* When they checked the.
. walk again, a minute or two.
Jater after the bright object
had disappeared, the man
‘had disappeared, they said.
“We looked . for:- him..
Frank said he thought. he:
.should, be -checked ‘out -be-:
cause he ‘looked. kind  of
- weird,” Schwartz said. “We,
--never did find him.> - -~ -
- Police contacted the Coasl
+Guard about the sighting.
| They in turn contacted their
' district offices at New York.
. They received authoriza-
tion to investigate ‘the light
and dispatched a .41-foot
cutter to the general area of
the sighting. - -~ '
- Reports that a helicopter
was also dispatched to in-
“vestigate the “object’’ were
-apparently unfounded.
™ The cutter searched the
area from Ventnor to a point
off Convention "Hall -and-
| didn’t locate the “‘object.”
! _They-did, however, find a.

Jan. 20, 1976

ifvleet of three fishing
- trawlers-working about four
miles off Convention Hall. -
" The trawlers, -they said,

lights .and the -beam from
those - lights apparently

‘cover, i T
This reflection, they said,
could have caused the opti-

ic conditions which : were
right for.the phenomena at
that time, - , " : ¢ -

was working on the sighting

but no. conclusions: have
beenreached. . " . |

~¢“I've been attempting to
contact everyone who saw
the object to learn- more:
- about it,”’Vendetti said. "~ :

sighting was in Mays L

ing about a year ago when
lights “appeared to hover
over a house (near Route 49)
row,” he said, '

. “We never did come to
any conclusions about what
it was,” he noted. <
.- Prior to that, a UFO was
-reported to have landed in-a

thicket near Port Norris; but
nothing except ‘some’
crushed bushes and ‘the in-
dentation of a foot pod of a
he_a‘;ry_ object was found, he
“said. . :

 Andin July of 1970, a UFO
' was, sighted darting across

.'t;l‘)e landing pattern a‘t"the

Cape May County Airport at-
Erma. :
Meanwhile, the National
Aviation Facilities Experi-
mental Center at Pomona
reported no radar corntact
was made with any solid
object and-no aircraft were

reported in the area at the

itime.,

were. using powerful spot-

bounded: off.-the low <.:'loudA
cal effect due to atmospher-.

. Local NICAP investigator
Gary Vendetti:of Vineland”

throughout the day Tuesday

_“The  last" South Je;sn?i _

for about three nights.ina .

4
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Cop repori's ’hghi's

- K patrolman from Ventnor
gAtlantlc County, yesterday *
: swore he spotied a UFO amid -
. the morning surf and that the' -
" “greenish light™. kept follow- *-
gmg him. A
! 7 thought it was gomg to
swallow me. up.” said Frank
: Ingargiola. - :
i . . Although’ the Coast Guard
?and a nearby aviation facility :
Spicked up nothing of an ex-;
traterrestrial “ sort on their -
; radar screens, Ingargiola said
i he saw the rays at.5 am. near
the Ventnor boardwalk.’

{ “of UFO trailed. hlm

:thh Sonny Schwartz, a fnend

“and newspaper columnist. The':
two men said the beams fol-

lowed them, disappeared and.
reappeared repeatedly until:
: the image of a man was dis-

‘cernible for several moments. .

Ingargzola said he pointed
hxs spotlight on the object and
“refreated toward the
ocean but when I took my
. light oft it, it came back and I
thought it was. gomg to swal-
+ lowme up.”

“The Coast Guard saxd it dis-
'+ patched a cutter to the area to
look for a ship in dlstress but'

found none.

; The patrolman drove to-
iwax'd adjacent Atlantxc Cnty
| —
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Cold Waier ?hrown On UFO Report

,...

i Ahcccon ‘Island was abuzz with
speculation this week about a

mysterious bright glow in the .

n.:rly morning.-sky that at least
one Ventnor police officer
thought was an unidentified
flying object. However, reports
from the U.S.~Coast Guard in
Atlantic City threw cold water
an the strange phenomenon.

i After _residents of Ventnor,

argate and Atlantic City tele-

Phoned ‘local radio stations and

police to report the UFO sight-
ing, a Coast:Guard cufier scout-

xd the ocean and found three
fishmg trawlers with powerful

spotlights. four miles- off At-.

lantic City. The teams apparent-
ly were bouncmg off a low
cloud cover to appear lumin-
escent along the shore.

| Ventnor Police Officer, Frank

Ingargiola, who f' rst spotted the
bright glow off. the Jackson
Ave. beach as he was cruising
the boardwalk 'last Tuesday
morning at 5:15, said the light
withdrew when he directed his
car's spotlight on it.

At one point, while watching

the mysterious object Officer .

Ingargiola said the "brlght light
with a haze around it" appeared
to be coming towards his ve-

- hicle and he radioed the local
- dispatcher -to send: Atlantic City

police to the scene: The patrol-

" man said that when he pointed

his spotlight on the .object it —
quote — “retreated toward the
ocean, but when ['took my light
off it, it. came back' and |
thought it was gomg ‘to swallow
me up.’ i

Sonny. Schwartz -an Atlanuc

City Press columnist who hap-
pened to be riding with Ingar-
giola, said. he did not believe
the trawlers caused the hght.
As Schwartz put it — “it was
like a dread , but you knew you
were awake;"

A local professor of astrophys-
ics at Stockton State College,
Harold Taylor said that ‘what
the officer ;may have seen” was
the planet Venus. “The early
morning  sightings, my best
guess, may have been Venus
coming up. Venus can be sighted
about five o ’clock in' the morn-
ing. As it| rises it ‘would be
straight off Atlantic -City, Mar-
gate, Ventnqr beach straight out
to sea. It would bevery low.and
if there were- clouds or: some-
thing it would appear to go-in
and out of the could cover.”
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