
This is a truly puzzling UFO report-potentially, a source of startling new knowledge. First. a comprehensive study of the UFO's 
reported characteristics, and then the technical judgment necessary to satisfy our UFO definition. 

DAYLIGHT CE I SEEN BY 14 WITNESSES 
IN CONNECTICUT 

What are the necessary qualifications for a truly 
provocative UFO sighting-a CE I? 
• It would have to be seen by many people to be reliable. 
• It would have to be very close to rule out simple mis-

identification of distant objects. 
• It should occur during daylight hours to be seen clearly. 
• It should appear and act in an exotic manner. 
• It should be consistent with the general patterns re

ported tor the Close Encounters-a disc form, perhaps 
a dome ... a trajectory Involving hovering and rapid 
acceleration, as so many others have been alleged to 
exhibit. 

0 

Here is such a case, one that happened this summer; 
perhaps one of the best of the year. It was reported by Ira 
Leifer, a 23-year o ld camp counselor with a B.S. In 
political science, and 13 campers, all 14-15 years old . We 
are grateful to Paula Holmes of APRO who provided much 
useful assistance on this case. 

Artist's Reconstruction; Approved 
With Modifications 

ENVIRONMENT 
Date: Wednesday, July 28, 1976. Time: 3: 45 PM, EDT. 
Place: Camp Delaware, a boys' summer camp 3 miles SW of Winsted, Connecticut; viewed th rough an 
open clearing in the trees at the summit of Blueberry Mountain (1460'), 1 mile NW of camp and 400' above 
local Crystal Lake. 

APPEARANCE 
The object looked like a flat-bottomed saucer, or half-dome, 15-25 feet in diameter. The surface was 
opaque, metallic silver in color, with a shiny, smooth texture. No seams or features were detected. A purple 
"aura" or haze surrounded the entire form, and on top of the saucer was a red "dome" (or volume of glowing 
gas). No heat or odor was reported. 

MOTION 
A high-pitched "whine" (like feedback from a loudspeaker) caused the witnesses to look up. The object ap
peared in an unwitnessed fashion at a steep angle to the observers. There it hovered in place for 15-25 
seconds. A second "whine" heralded the swift departure of the object; the counselor attributed this to rapid 
vertical ascent in 1-2 seconds, whi le some of the campers couldn't tell how it vanished even though they 
stared at it continuously. 

WEATHER 
Witnesses described the weather as clear and calm, and at least 73 degrees as they were sweating. The U.S. 
Weather Bureau agreed: clear skies with thin cirrus at 20,000 feet, westerly winds at 3-5 m.p.h. 70-75 
degrees F. with low humidity, 30-40%. 

WITNESS REACTION 
Object sighted by 14 witnesses who were resting during a hike. Ira Lei fer said the hovering object was "like 
you see in the movies-it was really weird". He termed the inc ident "a very shocking experience", 
describing the group as "dumbfounded". Kerry Ezrol, one of the hikers, was skeptical about UFOs. "I don't 
know, now." When the object disappeared, the hikers broke Into a run downhill back to camp. 
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.·CASE STATUS 
C.ASE NO. ------- _ Witness unreached; call ------
PLACE GONJ\/~C..T 1CtlT /( Further investigation required: ---
WITNESS L£ I FcfZ 

DATE 7-Z-<J-76 CIDSED 

CIDSED IFO? -------- ------------~----

SOURCE: °f.. Hor-LINE 

_DIRF.cT CALL _ DD _NL _W x._CE I CE II 

INDIRE:CT CE III EM? PHYS. EF. PHYSIO. 

******* WllNESS ******* 

.r .--e< Le; /' ev (''LI - +.er'') REPORTING WITNESS NAME ___ v _____ "L ____________________ _ 

RESIDENCE Com~ Def avvo'e.. 
I 

CITY . ll\/,' /1 5 f eo{ STATE 

'11°55" .. v 7J 0 5 1 V\/ 
) 

CoV>~. o 60 96 ---------------
PHONE ( l. 0 3 ) -3 7 <="f - 3 r;- 7 8 FEMALE 

AGE 2.3 OCCUPATION Ca,,,-;~ COU/JSelor 
I 

RELEVENT TRAINING 13 · 5, ) p" I :-/-'' ea I 5 c ,' <i.m::: e - VV: 111 c/ he1,,,. 

I 3~ Colfeq e >. c.-1-, 
NO. OF OTHER WITNESSES / -------------

y("5. olc/ , 

******* ENVIROrtENT ******* 
AM 

DATE J (./ I \/ 2- CZ ) I c; 7 6 TIME 3 : lf s- ~ PM 
I 

STREETS ( 151 v e. be v-r y M f 11, ·- I '-( 5 o / ) 
) 

CITY ii\/,· .,-? .$1- (! d . ( vv e s -f o-F c ,' -f y ) , 
COUNTY/PROVINCE L ~ -f- c ti ~ i e. I c( 

~E 
c 

M 
p 



STATE -------------------------- U.S.? K 
VIEW OF SKY: X,_ UNOBSCURED TREES BUILDINGS CAR WIND. HOUSE WIND. 

TYPE OF AREA: URBAN SUBURBAN ~ RURAL// _ RES. INDUST. 

COMM. AGRICUL. 

SIGNIFICANT LOCAL FEATURES: 

AIRPORTS S (0 d I e. y :CV7 f ~r r-1 Ct-/-·;~ V) C< I 
-----------~1---------------------------------------------~ 

MILITARY --------------------------------------------------------
POWER LINES 

----------------------------------------------------~ 
GEOGRAPHY / 4 5v 1 r3 I~·~/_; erv~; ., vl+,,, . (I 1 ,,., e sf o·,1 ~ c.:...· ,·"'1 &:>.-;· s, f., on ) 

r<.'"j] 73,._,<I< r<cj•Yvc.r, C~/s+c-1 LC:k<' \ H-,jt-,{C',,,J <...d-ke. 

******* APPEARANCE ******* 
APPARENT SIZE: _STAR ._A/C FULL MOON x. 2c/(C:.trc 1+ +r..:::.e-fcps) 

COLOR: TOO DARK .A 5; I Ii cry ,n e +ct- /11 t c 
I 

SHAPE .f I af - bo H-c rV1 e d /? e.W? ,· s-,p ht 1·'€ 
I 

OUTLINE : ;£_ DISTINCT VAGUE TOO DARK 

SOUND: NONE ~ h I <J /1 - /?; fch ec) 1Nh/~1 e c..?+ c-;p;.--,.,£c1/;.111c-t- q,,c( 

LUMINOSITY: 
. cl ;sof'l.Jc~rt.7nc:.. 

"i-. REFLECTION _SELF-LUMINOUS// BRIGHT AS A STAR 

INTENSE BLINDING 

SUR. HAZE: 
Ovra l 1 ke J45 

NO 

~::· .......... ,Y ...... 'U_r..,.(?_1 _:_s __ r!G: 5 U rr ::11._,, /,C,( ,C e1q 
J 

PERSISTENCE c.c r-1 s-f Cl,'? f-

OPACITY: X OPAQUE TRANSLUCENT TRANSPARENT 

TEXTURE 5· /,., : Y1 y S 1-'J1 c o-+f~ , +- / c. -I-
---------~--¥)----------•-----------------------------------

HEAT: ~NO YES ODOR: .:i_ NO YES ------

!?EAffiRES yfow,V19 ''o/c,11e_ ''Or ya5 

LIGHT BEAMS ----~-0--~..._c ____________________________________________ __ 



*******MOTION·******* 
POINT OF APPEARANCE _.;...:>_v_e_v_i_1 _e..;,.a.;..;c._I__..., _t_r_e.._~_· -_f_ool-e_!_t..._~_v_e_I _____ _ 

• 

DIR. (~Je-r h ~Cttl ) ELEV. .v 3 0 +e.e.f MANNER ·suclde.VJ 

POINT OF DISAPPEARANCE --------------------------------------------

DIR. ( O Vey '1..e.(.tc/ ) ELEV. 
• \t ;· 1-// 

. MANNER rcr,,· c t1 fC e/11. 
------------ I 

TRAJECTORY: DURATIONS OF ABRU?T CHAl"iGES ---

VJ ea ~cl t1; CJ h - /}; fc.l ec.f If w4 ,'v, e /I\ Ii f<e +eecJ fx?ck 
I 

\I . 

o 5ce0 d ~--I 

t?'e~,...-,·>11 ) · I - 2- Se Ccyic/ .J 
I 

TOTAL DU.l~TION IN VIEW: HRS. MIN •. JS"- 25 SEC. -------- ------~ 

~= A STATIONARY _SLOW A/C _FAST A/C _ EXT. FAST 

X ROTATION - CHANGED SHAPE - AFFECTED CLOUDS 

,. . 

WITNESS WEATHER BUREAU 

\I e.. r-y . Cf 0 C c;/ 
I 5 

VISIBILITY . e. )( c. e'l I~~+ -------------------
CLOUD COVER & TYPE __ c_._(_e.ct_r __ cJ ea/-

RING ARNO MOON OR SUN? -----

WIND DIR. & SPD ---------

TEMP. 
. :> 

PRECIP. 

HUMIDITY ____ l_o_vV ______ _ 

-
BAR. PRESSURE -----------------

/V 2 c:, .- s / r; ;.../, e:s 
... _ ........ ,,., .. 

I .. ·. \' 

''. ! 

·, 
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******* WITNESS INFO~TICN ~~\ . ·· 
ACTIVITY PRIOR TO SIGHTING . ;, : K 1' vi q ttV ~ ;;f b~(./,/1 cl 

.J 

ATTENTION ATTRACTED BY __ · _5_-_c_u_,l) ___ c:l __ c_v_<:._v_l_.1 _e_a_"_,.·_( ________ _ 

OTHER OBJECTS SEEN CONCURRENTLY: MOON STARS .,. I BIRDS -
1· 

CLOUDS _A/C · FIREWORKS '.I 
.... 1• 

VISUAL AIDS: _BINOCULARS TELESCOPE . _CAME~ ..:...GLASSES 

_SUNGLASSES POLABOIDS -
TYPE: 

RESOLVE BETTER: _NO _YES 

LOCATION:·· ~OUTDOO.RS ..._CAR · PLANE TRAIN -INDOORS 

BOAT SQUAD CAR. - .. 
, . ' 

POSITION: LYING 2{_SITTING STANDIN~ · 

IN CAR: ._XNO /;_YES SPEED ------ DIRECT~QN -----

TRAFFIC? ---------------- YES MOTION KEYED 'I'Q CAR? NO 

EMOTIONAL REACTIONS ------------------------------------------
cur;os,'+y 

/ 

WHOM DID YOU-CALL? _POLICE LPRESS _AIRPORT _:_MILITARY 

EVER SEE A UFO BEFORE? XNo _YEs 

WHAT DO !QQ. THINK IT COULD BE? --------------------
,·: .. i. 

WHY DO YOU THINK THEY ARE BEING SEEN? ·---------------
... ~ '. •' ' • • 1 I I 1 i • 

INTERESTED IN UFO SUBJECT? _YES _INDIFFERENT. ·~~o. ·~/"' i ea I 

_ _. NE:WpPAPERS ...l. 'J!V ·x ~o I i•.·' II··· 

READ AVAILABLE LITERATURE? .:..._YES 
;·· 

.· 

'I 

I , 

r· ·,~) 

I 
I I 

0. 
I 
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coLOB (s) ~;/v4/ ,,,~,~ __ omcm' :sol.·~i p{y.r·' es I __ 
SUAEB (s) (vhat e~ ~!t:uMiwl4 objeet ab.aq';ecl like) 1JJ._$C..., €Ur B_o:rroM 1 I~.) 

m•wa (s) . %~',"" s"'qAf:h, /bf-soom (s) h/0_'1 -;;f-e/. w&.:;te'(~lioek , r , 1 ,. -- ~./llf.~71 ... -' 
BAT btM e _ aooB (Sj ___ 11_a_l'f_t!. _____ ~ _ __..._ 

mn.illl (a11arp. VQl8!IO) _ ~ba.¢ _ wmcsm (nfl., self) ~r~. 
·~ f.k.lto.~ 

SUli1lCmmlE JfllD! .pur'flL r:Nrta. ti"' AmlllllMB8 tdariea, twr, uriala, ludins 

gea) r.Y l:~k~ . tmm IEAM3 (~lor, ut.nt, #) 11<:::>,. ~ 

nA!UB!S (seams, w~tsj h\sipiaa, ateaq u puls"&g ligbta, tl:rrwqs) 

l!e;?'7< 

oom~ EDi {if WY=s", go to cs Ill f.~rm) --
, : ---------------------------J . 

B~C IftBUERINCZ (lnaildiDg ~.oar elc~trieal qatems, ~e, radiop 

'!VJ ' it "19 a" P go to Cl II tc:rm) 

BIDICAL DnarBT (rilmp, imprints 1D p01Zd, _wptatim acorcbad or brokn,-·ataiu, . 

neiduea, "augal9a hair", l>zickea tNG branc!taa) 

DAIL (color, utan, vaport, v14th, le?tgth, peralat9nce) "o~ 4!!. 
--~----------------

JfDUCJls 

·~. .. . ' v..-, w;~-&es$"ed 
~·: OI AmwrAICI (ia ilatamce!a materi.aJ.1sef~. llD plaul) ~ti!l'f!I:( !!! !!!.![I:.._ __ _ 

~f«ir. Aauiwict ("Dw'"8 "'roo1'iz411rl") ove.rtulf1<u(
1 

±::-.e.~--lctf. /~ 
~,,JlftO PAmSt . fl Q llOrABt f'5 °' f' Rf i q ·. 
~ S&AIBt Ii e> AnBcr cromsi _..._n_~---------
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!81'DIAB ~ a~ {t'MlS 'tHa" ~ --~t" ~Jti x ll"r. .... )Ml} -~v~ 1-1.c"'!_ V:r,f,Cq, 

;rcm .CF .ll)lSA~CE ("W.at", 'bm-11.rmi!ll~ _ ~~~~+h __ ,.__~----··------,a-=--~-n;·· 
MA1'llB1l Qi' DS!A~WARAUCS ~."'in d!ataM·o~,. '"

1

: •• tkll ~~~ff) .. ~'d_ .. "!t£.~f+-~J_e~.\.-~Dl1£ 
·~JL OORMt.tm (lJI' s1mrl!M~ ~. 1>:_- is: [_~~'IL~ .... -~.;__--=-·~-·- ,,Mr-.--:--

~. ~,t<op, l/h, l/2. 3/1&, 'tft/t\l'haadj 

ll Q''?l l,~.,{ \ lcetJ~.Ji,.~~ .~h,•t1-!L, ___ w __ .~,-- • ,. 
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mBICR!nm v~g.. z..r~ ~;.fer 
(c T)d _ __. ___ ... \_,..,, ___ 5_,---~--~-· --~--~----··-"'.-A/--;- <i-~60 ~~ 

P&tmDCB Q ""'f-J.-----_ _!Et v./~L.S_)__:____.!::!. .. ~~ ./-~--!.-+ ._rt.:~-/~..1-5d.+,- 6~_(!_ ~ _ ~~ 

Sil J"to/ (.. ___,. .. ~.-· A12& , __ U_.~ ... --. cccc~Af!"1' c~"'l-.-..!~~Jrlo!::_{J' :v;_. 
BEUCAnar ~c.e...t- _ ce>fte.1"'! J'=clvafr. -(!IJ,,,..,,,,_er /cb l__ ·--~---

. .' pe;TT - ~t::..:T, ""aJo r - '(1 .. $, , 'fN" ,',,"' k4,,.., Co /{ (!J e. \ Pv +111. ~ y c'F, 
· AIDUAL ~CDC UAClft { J,11 sltiploa d $5000 .. ) , -:--_ __ ~ '------- ,___ ..... 

-~ 

Mn Gr W1'11RBSSIS USIDIS fOU11S&U' {pt a1u.s, addreaaae 1 pblm.e tt~ra) 
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'?he following are tran•oript• ~t letters obtained trom the 

.. - rourteen witnesses or an uuideraUf'ied aerial objeot on VednalldaJ', 

Zuly as, 1978 at 3:45 P.H.(D.S.T.) on Bluberry Mountain, elevation 

· ... /. 1~. teet in Vin•ted. Connecticut: 
. ~ ' . 

.. , ' .. r) •ve all or a sudden herd a high pi tohed noise or sound and we 

.,~·. •!,!fa metalio diao ahaJ with a red half' ballon top and u. was ~e-
· ····-~ «"" ·-,: ~;\~-r ~· . vol ving and like a purple ne1t on top. It va• there tor about 20 
. ··~!·.· 
··~-t ..,, 
0

::.~=; .. :'"·:-.., 11eoonds and then the noise came again and 1tr Ui•appered and I wa• 
."";, "'"""\ .. 
~l-f ,· .. still staring at the opeu apac so I oouldn' t tell bow it left it , .. 

juat left • 

2~ •As ve were sitting dovn on the mountain, a very high pitched 

· .. e sound whioh buzzed in Ill)' ears brought my attention to the sky. Di-

, re~tly above the trees was a saucer shaped objeot, about twenty feet 

in diameter. It was silver in color, bad a red revulYing dome on 

top1 and waa aurrounded by a purple miat. It stayed above ua for about 

twenty sacon4s, and then took ott.• 

3) •1 heard a high tt-equenoy noise a looked up ~ saw almost an 

oval.object vhich vaa a11e>ut 20 rt. in diametar with a violet haze 

around it & a half red dome on top. Then I heard the noJJse again & 

it vaa gone. It was there for about 17 seoonda.• 

4) •ve were all on a bike on top of bludnerry mountain & we stopped 

to reat. I vas sitting down and heard a high screech sound. I looked 

• up an4 •• a metal 41.. about 16 taei long. The 4180 bad a red. re

vol Ting 4eme on "-• ot it. It n• there tor abou't 30 aeooncla and it 

went Yit?-- 1U1ethe,. higb-p:ltohecl 1ound. • 



·-' 
.. 

• 

(Letters cont'd) 

• 3) •All or a sudden we heard c. high pitched whining sound. I 

looked up and saw a dillO shaped object. On tl':e top was a red dome 

that kept going around and. around. The rest of lt was a shiny metallic 

•olor. It wa• about 15 teet long ! surrounded by a mist. In a few 

seconds- 1 t left.• 

6) •I was on the top of the mountain and then I heard a high pit

ched noise. I looked ~p into the sky and I saw a flying object. 

--~-~~- 'rllis obje.at· vas about 50 t'eAt orr the grou"ld. When it stopped, the 

noi&e stopp&O. and then it va• hovering in one place. It vas silver, 

ancl.Jiad a Nd clome on top going round and round. It was a'lout 15 

feet long. There was. a purple mist all around it. It stayed there for 

about 25 seconds and then the noise started up and it shot up and left.• 

7) "First W9 heard a \1i.gh pitched noise like feedback from an am

plifier~ I looked up at about 45 degree angle. It vas disc ahape 

an4 vas about 25 feet in diameter. On top I sav a sort of redish 

pink color dome or mist. It was tl'.ere for about 30 seconds. Thon 

ve heard the noise agcin and it left at a speed that was fast than 

. I have '!ver seen·. • 

8) •we were up on Dluberry hill just hanging out and. all the 

audd'!n A huge metallic objaot with a whirring noise vaa havering 

above the treeaabove us it had a small red dome on top - it was 

there tor about 25 aeeonda an4 then lett. and so did we• 

• 9) "Ye- were all sitting there# when all ot a au4ddn ve ileard a 

vaey high-Pitehe4 wbiatle. Thea the object appeared, •• everything 



• ... 

(Letters oont•d.)-

9) cont'd - •el•• in the area seemed to become quiet. It was very 

large. It.. had a 1hiny-metallic-1ilvery baae with a redcli•b dome on 
.' . '/ 

top 1 t~ revolved. The entire obj~ct was surrounded by a purplish-

color,.. mist. lt ju•t hovered above us for anywhere between 15 and 
. I_. 

-25· ~e(onds., and then left as suddenly as it appeared.• 
,,,/;; ·1 

·""' /,, _tTfle abeve possibly written by Counselor~ Ira Leitfer, hut wishes 

//to remain anonymous) 

--/.ll.f/.11111/./..Jl.l-I! /. 
10) •I first heard a loud, high-pitched sound. As I looked up I 

saw a large diao-ahaped object hovering above. The object seemed to 
~ .. 

have a~r~dd1sh dome, either a light or a red mist. The limla diao 

was metallic. I stood stunned for a while and then it was gone, just 

as quickly as it came.• 

11) •we were sitting on Blueberry Mt. Ve all heard a noise and 

looked up and saw a disc shaped object. It was silver and had a red 

revolving light on the top. I~ lasted about 15 seconds.• 

12) •ve ware hiking on blueberry hill when all or a sudden we heard 

a loud high pitched noise like a r~edback of a P. A. sy•tem. When I 

looked up I sav a big disc shaped object. It had a violet mist around 

it The object circled above us for around 15 to 20 aeconds.• 

13) WVhen we took a hike to Blueberr-y hill we aat down to rest. 

Ve heard thia teed baok like sound and looked up. It was disc-shaped 

.. crort with a ~ed hal~ i-evolving dome on top which either gloved or w 

light. It ha4 a purpl18h to a magenta aolol' •i•t. around it. 



.. 
• 

.. . .. 

~ 1.. •sitting atot Bluebel'?'J Hill, we first heard a very high pitched 

•mmd. .As ver looked up we saw a ! dome shaped objeot with a another 

i dome on top emitting a reddish colo~. Within about 80 - 25 aeconda 

the aound retui·ned and the object left.• 

Conclusion by Field Investigator: 

The object a• seen by 14 witnesses was first seen followin~ 

the sound Whiob ia i>eat daai:ribed as the high frequency feedback rrom 

an amplifier. It was disc-shaped, 15 - 25 feet in diameter, •ilvery. 

metal.lie with a re~leo~ing surface. The consanaus of cpicion was 

that there waa a reddish dom~ or l~ght on top that radiated a violet 

haze or light and that the dome revolved. 

~ tVhen the Cona~lv~ waa quo3tioned as to hov he could tell the 

J , ... 

• 

object va• ravolviug 11• aaid hd could see the changing reflections 

en· the metallic •urfaoe or the object that showed it to be rotating. 

The d1acrapano7 is that the young adults all aa7 that only the red 

dome vaa revolving.) 

The objeot hovered at an angle above the bead• of the witnesses 

for •Jtroximately 15 - 25 seconds and was •ilent aa it hovered. The 

h1gh-p1tohed noise returned ~ust as it beg&n a swirt ascent "faster 

than anything Lh~y had o~~r seen" As described uy one---nl was still 

atai-ing at the upen apaoe so I couldn't tell how it left." 
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Billy Weisman of Jamaica, N. Y., drew this sketch of 
UFO which he and 13 other hikers from Camp 
Delaware sa.y they saw Wednesday afternoon. Obied 
ls shown surrounded by aura. 

UFO Sighted 
By Campers 

By Mark Fisher 

WINSTED - A Camp Delaware counselor and 13 
young campers say they encountered a whining, 
saucer-shaped flying object during an afternoon hike 
Wednesday, viewing it for about 20 seconds before 
they said it departed rapidly in opposite directions. 

The incident allegedly occurred at about 3:45 p.m. 
atop Blueberry Mountain, a 1,460-foot hill behind the 
camp. The counselor, Ira Leifer of New York City, 
called the meeting "a very shocking experience.'' 

Leifer said the encounter began when he and the 
campers heard a noise and looked up. One of the 
youths said the noise was similar to that created by 
electronic feedback in a public-address system. 

The noise stopped, Leifer said, and the hikers saw a 
disc-shaped hovering object "like you see in the 
movies - it was really weird." 

He said the· object had a silver-colored body, with 
red gas or a red light on top. It was revolving, he said. 

He said he and the youths were "dumbfounded." 
Leifer said the incident lasted 15 to 25-seconds. The 

noise started again and the object departed at a high 
rate of speed,. lie said. 

"It left 'and we.ran," be said. 

According to Leifer and the campers the object re
c~ed rapidly in an almost vertical direction. They 
said. ~ey fled down the hillside to a nearby road. 

William Jacquemin, operator of the Winchester 
~e~tber Station, said today the description of the ob
Ject s movement does not sound like the behavior of a 
weather balloon. 
. Jacquemin said weatJler balloons are no longer 
launched from Bradley International Airport but are 
la~ed from New York City and Albany. 'He said 
wmds yesterday were from the west-southwest a dir
ection which would not force the balloons ov~ this 
area. 

He said high cirrus clouds, which were over Winsted 
W~esdar, s~metimes reflect sunlight to create a 
glowmg disc-like shape. He said the shapes are not 
large, how~ver, and a dime usually covers them. 

Jacquemm said he does not think there was a 
weather-related explanation for the reported sighting. 
The hazy weather that canies refracted sunlight from 
water surfaces did not exist Wednesday, he said. 
~ SPQ~esman for ~ohnnycake Airport in Harwinton 

said he knew of no flights from the airport that passed 
ove: Winsted Wednesday afternoon. At Bradley Inter
national, a spokeswoman said it would be "pretty 
hard" to determine if any Bradley-related traffic were 
responsible for the incident. 

State Police at Troop B, Canaan, said they knew of 
no weather balloon or anything else that could have 
been what the hikers said they saw. 

A spokesman for the Talcott Mountain Science 
Ce!lter in Avon said the center bas not been tracking 
obJects on radar. He said he has heard nothing about 
unidentified flying objects <UFOs), or conventional 
but unfamiliar aerial devices, in this area. 

Other Sightings 
Mrs. Kitty Nanni of Lovely Street, vice president of 

the Northwest Connecticut Chapter of the Aerial 
~hen~mena Research Organization, said 18 UFO 
Sightings have been reported in the Winsted area since 
Friday. 

Seven of the sighting reports came from different 
places in Winsted "at the same time," she said. 

Local police have given an account of the Camp 
Delaware incident to the Center for UFO Studies in 
Evanston, m. The center is a private organization 
composed of professional people who will study the 
report, according to its answering service. 

.. I Don't Know" 
Kerry Ezrol of Massapequa, L.I., one of the hikers 

said he did not believe in UFOs before Wednesday'~ 
encounter. 

"I don't know, now," he said. 
"I was wondering if I got any gray hairs " said 

ano~er yo~th w~o was in the hiking party. ' 
Leifer satd he IS now UD!el'tain about the existence 

of UFOs. He said he cannot tell what the object really 
was, but would like to find oul 
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.. 1ghtmg .As Hoax7~~ 
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i ByEdBeck~y 
t WINSTED -The Winsted I Evening Citizen ·received a 
~ letter stating, "We would 
1 like .to confirm last week's 

sighting of a UFO <at Camp 
Delaware> as a hoax." 

J But 13 campers and .. their 

1 

adult counselor, who claim 
they saw a disc-shaped hov
ering object atop Blueberry 

, Mountain here last Wed- · 
nesday, remain adamant 
that what they saw existed. 

-P1 l ". 1·.. .1: 1 "n, •.. 

"They did see what they 
saw. They swore by it . . . 
these boys swore that they 
saw it and they ran like hell. 
I questioned them myself." 

Wainstock said the 
ca.mpers' stories "all 
seemed to say the same 
thing." 

He ·said the letter "could 

don't know myself," she 
said. "I know they came 
down running and that's all I 
know,'' she said. 

The object was reportedly 
spotted 30 feet above the 
treetops and was described 
as being as larg' as a car 
with a glowing domed red 
light or red gas as a top. 

groundwork for an investi
gation by the Center for 
UFO studies based in Evan
ston, Ill. -

She said camp officials 
would not admit her, 
though, because "they ~re 
so concerned with not letting 
these kids be exploited by 
the news media." 

" ••• I Kriow What I Saw," Counselor Asserts 



uy ~a ueckley 
WINSTED -The Winsted 

Evening Citizen received a 
letter stating, ''We would 
like to confirm last week's 
sighting of a UFO Cat Camp 
Delaware) as a hoax." 

· But 13 campers and~their 
adult counselor, who claim 
they saw a disc-shaped hov
ering object atop Blueberry 
Mountain here last Wed- · 

"They did see what they 
saw. They swore by it ... 
these boys swore that they 
saw it and they ran like hell. 
I questioned them myself." 

Wainstock said the 
campers' stories "all 
seemed to say the same 
thing." 

He ·said the letter "could 

don't know myself," she(Jroundwork for an inves~i
said. "I know they came gation by the Center for 
down running and that's all I UFO studies based in Evan-
know," she said. ston, Ill. 

The object was reportedly She said camp officials 
spotted 30 feet above the would not admit her, 
treetops and was described though, because "they ~re 
as being as large as a car so concerned with not letting 
with a glowing domed red these kids be exploited by 
light or red gas as a top. the news media." 

nesday, remain adamant 
that what they saw existed. " ... I Know What I Saw," Counselor Asserts 

The let~r continued, ''Our 
group along with the leader 
wanted to see just how far a be a gag" and recom
story would go. We fooled mended it be destroyed. 
ev~ryone. It now seems to Mrs. Ruth Wainstock said 
be gettiQS out of hand. So Leifer, a college graduate, 
cool it. Now:' It was signed is ''a very responsible group 
with the initials of four leader." 
persons: T.R., J.T., .. M.J. "I'm inclined to think he 
AND T .M. · would not make up anything 

A check with camp like that. I don't think it's 
owners Joseph and Ruth· possible." She and her hus
Wainstock, however proved band suggested the letter 
that no one In the ~ighting was from jealous persons or 
group has those initials. someone kidding. 

Ira Leifer, a counselor in "What they saw, look, I 
his mid-twenties, who led. 
the campers on Wednesday, 
told The Citizen, "I can tell 
you truthfully none of those 
initials match at all." 

Leifer, who said he is '' a 
little fed up with the .. hole 
thing" asserted, "I don't 
mind if people tell me I'm a 
liar because I know what I 
saw." 
. ~~. . ~nq tl~e .. ~~ m pe~s · 
re.~r~ed tpey were shocked 
·at about 3:45 p.m. Wednes
day when ·the group heard a 
whining rioise then looked up 
and saw an egg-shaped, 
silvery, revolving, aerial 
object. 

Tlte letter was written in 
pepcil on a half-torn piece of 
lined loose-leaf paper and 
postmarked· Winsted. 

Joseph Wainstock said, 

Mrs. Paula Holmes, presi
dent of the Northwest Con
necticut Chapter of the 
Aerial Phenomena Re
search Organization 
CAPRO> said today, "I don't 
think it's a hoax. There's 
nothing that ·can disprove 
what they said." 

She went to the camp last 
Thursday with a Geiger 
counter and other scientific 
equipment to inspect the 
sl~ting scene and lay the 

She called it a "perfectly 
normal reaction'' and main
tained she would attempt to 
study the area at a later 
date with "a little less 
f~nfare.'' 

The camp, The Citizen 
and the local police 
department have been bar
raged with phone calls from 
various media personnel 
from throughout the nation 
as far away as California. 
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. -.. , . . : B)T"MaYlfFTsher~ . · · 1 . . , · ·. · · · · . · : :- . · . . p> ored with either a red light or . · .-- _ .... _ .. 
yYINS~ED :-- T~e· director ·of the _re~ !PS 011 top, he said. . . ; tele~1s~on sf at10n a~q._ .. ~a.s,'. ~~~P ; 

Connecticut A en al Phenomena .;· : · . . •. __ · · . ·. :. ·, carded PY. at least. one wire ser-
Research · Organization (APRO) . · ~ ·1(J~ft arid we ran/''he .said ... ·:;:_vice. . . . . ... <, ·; .. ~ .· : .,. · .~ 
has bcgufl. an. · inve.stiga~tion .. .. of ... Mrs~ .;Holmes said the sa.ucer, as ·.,- . The .Citizen. it~.~lf . receiv~d. 
W~dnesday'~ r epqi;ted .sighting of a : de~cnbeq, . . sounds much like .. teleph?ll~-.ca~ls tod~.YJ'~Orf! · ~ ~ew. 
flyrng saucer:- n~r· Camp Delaw~re .. anothe~·._u11,1dentified flying oqject : Y,ork <;ity rad4o station ar;.d fro~ a·~ 
pn Rt. 263.. . ·, . .· ... :: · ,-. .. :. .:· , . : (UFQ}.J;een .and photographed . in : \\ as.h11.1gton, .. . D.C. . UFO 10...:., 

·JYlrs . . Pa~a .Holmes of Cornw~lJ . . i Oregpn. . · · . . . · , · vesti~ato_r w~o heard the report of : 
!3ndge? .s.a~q : ·~od~y she plans · t~ '. .she. ;said .she. came to Win?ied . the ~1ghtm~ m .New Yor~~ ·.: . · ... : · ... 
rnt.erv1ew · cal!lP · coµnselor Ira . y11th. :.a G~1ger counter, .plaster- i ~ei~~r S~Jd toda~ th~ c21npe.rs ~ . 
J.,e1f er of -~ew. Y9rk City, ·who . castl1lg kit, camera : and ·other · ,are getting a little .. nervou.s'!:. 
repc;irt~d ~.e~in1r the · hqver:ing -~qu_ip_!P.e~~ she co~d search for , be.~ause ,of t~e p_u~!ic_itY. · .. ;.· ·, . , ·:·J~ 
saucer dupng . a ·. hike with . 13 physical evidence at the site of th~· . I don t trunk it $_. ngM,· because_. 
·campers." .. : .. : ...-~.-:: ( :; ·. ·. ~ ··· reported encounter . / .. e l1t .does happen ~I the time" he! 

. Mrs. ~o1p1es said the campers, : l\1eanwhile, the : stbry of the 
1
said. · ,. > .... ~::.' '· '<~: :/'.-. ... ':(:;\.~ 

who .al~o. said they .Sa\\:' the obJect, alleg_ed sig~ting . has received ! Mr H 1 . · ,. h b .. ·d :. :· · ~ :-,,-.0:) 
have been asked to prepare written massive pubhcity. A source at the and ;PR~ mes bo~ .an • Gunnar,· 
stztements over the we:ekend camp said 1·t had . · d . mem ~r, said the group. . . . · receive serves as the "d T · d "" 
· Leifer anq the campers said they : telephone calls from a local and a · H . d .t . e~i. s . a vocate -1 
y.:_gr.~_QI:l_ !l~.- t}i}se · · O!! BJu~9~trY. Boston-based reporter, as well as a ~e~ ~ai 1 ~. In\~tlgatlo~ of UFOJ 
Mount~in t?ehind the c~ \Ned- UFO group near ChkagO: '.. . g t ,; 

5 
are as ur~ugh n~ w~ <:an; 

nzsd3y afternoon when they heard · . . · e · . . .: . · ·. ·:..· . :··' : 
a wh~ning noi~e similar to· clec- . 'fhe ~i~htrng story, first seen in . Som r . ·'.h .. :·d ;, ···: . . · ·: ·. · ··~ 
_tronic feedback. . : . . -: · ". ... :.. . ~he · C1.t1zen Thurs.day, has ap- , e im~.s, e sai , we dc~unk. · 
. ~~fe~ s~d he and the youths . P~ared m area newspapers and has ~~~~~t~Iy_ . . ~ .. ;~~or_t .of . a .. :11f?:~ 
lookeq _,up and saw a rotating, .been br~adcas~ over state and New c 0 .~ .... ~. -, ... , . , .:< <:. . : > 
sauCCJi·Shaped object.'- hovering in York City radio. It .also has been \.Ii· .J. J [ ·. C. . ·-· 
~h~ ci,!~! rhe · O~j~Cl wa_~ .. s~l_yer- .· COVered on at least . O~e ~late . lnStea venin3 1t1zen 

\{instead,Conn. ~~JO,/q76 



Sil-iJ'~t.-ifFO Frightens · 
Co4h;~[q~,-13 CarriPers 

•. .; ~'INsTED •. Conn. <UPI) - A counselor and 13 
campers at .Camp Delan-are claim they were scared 
away from their campground by a small flying saucer 
hovering over Blueberry Mountain. poli~e said Thursday. _.._ _____ _ 

·." _The alleged.sightin·g \\as r.eported by Ira ..Leifer .of·· S::: 
. ·New York: ;a· ci>unselor at the private summer calQP in 1 O 
· Wi.'lchestcr •. and 13 ca:npcrs r:rnging In age from 14 to :+: ~ 

15 ·most Cl! them from L'1e Ne"· York City' area, police I':::: 
· ~-~T1e. ~~;;~/ocC~~l at abo~l 3:45 p.m., EDT, as -~ ~ 2: 
~·tbe:group. -hiked~to· the lop or E!ueberry. MountaiD, a ~ t C)~ 
.···1.(60-fool hill .behL'ld_the c2mp. Ld!!l' to!d reporters. ..... , 
,: ·:) _"lt·ICIUmd .. we rO?o, .. he said; esUmat!ng the object· ~ S:: (1). 

was.'·:ibopt. ·3o:reet aw::y !ror:i the gro:Ip for about 20 r h. 0 ::J") 
:Seconds before it· gained.allilc:!e tz::2 disappeared. ''-..:.J r ' -

: ::. Leifer :-and:·fo:ir .or. the cc:mpers said the -sllve11. if''--"' '~ 
· .. colored ·object w:is ·shaped like an upside down saucer, d rJ 
· \ras the'size·of.a c:r ~d m:i:le a n.olse simllar to.!~ -F CS 
:.~back on loudspeakers. .- . · · · -F- ~ 
:···:. : Po1icc said they. ·did not in\•cstlgate the sighting - . § 5 ~ 

.. , ~~he-only· one they ha\'e received bryears - but relayed ~ ~ ~ 
· ~-; ilie·repoH t:>-.UFO Ccntral"in Ev?DSton, I1L. an agency -+- + ·
,.:}~a~ ~a~h~~ :"in~o:inoiti~n o:i UFO slgh~n~. · ... : ·: ·: • '<:C ...::::t:. Lt 

--···- -

Seattle Post-Intelli~ncer 
Sea*le, \Jash. J"uly 30,1976 
Q ·~ UFO Lea·ves 'En~ at a Loss . . ~ 

~ t, ·officials at.-Winstead, Co1m.,. were at a loss to·' 
s::> ! day ·to explain the reported sighting of a small i 
=I: l flying saucer .PY 14 persons· hiking on Bluebe1·ry 
.-;::- pHount~n in Connecticut. · : 
-s... i. · Pollce said they did not investigate the sight
::.: mg - the only one they. have received in years·'. 
=: •.- but relayed the report to· UFO Central in 
Q ·Evanston, Ill.. an agency that gathers Information . 
3 ·on Ult.,O sightings. . : 
V> The sighting Wednesday was reported by a 1 

co!1nselor and 13 campers at Camp Delaware, a· 
private summer camp in the Winchester section. 
of Winsted, in the northwest corner of the state. · 

. ··-·· · •. - . -··· ·- .<i 
\ 
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H • k R t William Jacquemln, who runs the weather station In I ers epor 'winchester, said it was un11ke1y the object co~d have 
· been a weather balloon of the type launched daily from 

F I • s . New York City and Albany. 
· C8mp coun~clor Ira Leifer of New York told report· YI ng a U cer ers the sighting occurred at about 3:45 p.m. as he ~nd 

. . l3 campers, between· l4 and 15 years old, hlk~ to the 
WINSTED, C.Onn. (UPI) - ~ of~clals today were top of Blueberry Mountain, a 1,460-foot hill behind Pte, 

at a loss to explain the reported sightmg of a small' fly· camp. · . 
Ing saucer by .14 persons hilting on Blueberry Moun- "It Jett and we ran," be said, estimating the object 
taln In Connecttcul . was about 30 feet away from the group for about 20 

Police said they did not investigate the sighting - seconds before it gained altitud.e and disappeared. 
the only one they have received in years - but relayed Leif er and four of the campers said the silver-colored 
the..report to. UFO CE:ntral 1:° EvaI?51o~, Ill., an agency object was shaped like an upside down saucer, was the 
that gathen; mf ormatton on UFO sightings. size of a car and made a poise similar to feedba~ oii 

The sighting Wednesday was reported by a counselor loudspeakers. · -
and 13 campers at Camp Dela~are, a p~vate s~mmer 
camp in the Winchester 5echon of Winsted. JD the ·10 fri., :July 3D

1 
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IJorthwest corner of the .1d.afP.. . 

t J>hoenix, Arizon« CR:Ji~ Auburh 1 
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.•. 14 ·se··,{a flying saucer ~ . . . , . 
. ·. .. ~JCOiiii. ~ ~cal officials today were at il 

· 1oss-to explain.· t'he. repnrted sighting, of .a small .. f,lyfug 
\ 5aucer· yesterday by 14 .Pe~ons · biking on· Blueberry 
' Mountain bi ·Connecticut. ·Police , said. they. di<J not 
, -investigate' the. sightmg - the only one they have 
! recei.ved ~ ·years. -:-- but-. relay~ the report to UFO 
;.Central "in . EvanSt.on, · 11~.. an· agency that. gathers 
~information on. UFO sightings. The· sighting_ was 
· repor.ted ·by a ·'counselor.and .13 :·campers at Camp 
··Delaware, a private summer. camp in .the Winchester : 
, .sectio~ of Winsted, in the.northwes_t ~o~er of the stat'l·· 

,, 
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WINSTED - A field in~ 1 -i~~~~ C I TI ZEN ~~~ 
ti to f the A .81 changing reflections on its ~~AUG 2 3 1 19 7 6 ~l~~~ 

·~:· ga r or eri surface. The other campers ::~:=-.::;·~::::::.<~::;;:;•.:. ··:-:-.. ~===== 
nomena Res'earch Or· aged 14 and 15 said only ~ ··:~==*~:;::::::=~===~::::::::~::::::::::="· ~ ·:=:=~==·~=~~ 

ganization (APRO> haS de- · · ' ::~fif'.f~~$~~=~~~~~' ..... '.~~i~ termined a July 28 UFO red, dome-shaped top was .. ·:W.·:::>.·:-:w. ~ ••• ~~~ 
sighting by 14 persons here moving. I . Mrs. Holmes said ~he can 
is bonafi~e - and may have The investigator, who , only speculate about what. 
been a robot-controlled disc. resides .in Cornwall, said was seen. .·She deemed 

·Mrs .. Paula Holmes, presi- reports are consistent tha"t Leifer a "credible witness." 
dent of the Northwest Con- the object was noticed fol- <He graduated during .the 
necticut Chapter of APRO·, lowing a· . high pitched spring as a Political Science 
studied the sighting scene on screech, then hovered · Major of Windham College, 
Blueberry Hill and recorded silently •t tr~·top level on ! Vermont.) 
statements of the eye- an angle above the wit- I "If they sa.id they saw 
witnesses. · · "· --.. ses' 'heads. The noise . something I would be fairly 

Fourteen young hikers of 
Camp Delaware, including a 
24-year-old counselor, said 
·they encountered a whining, 
saucer-shaped object during 
an afternoon hike on the 
1,460-foot hill _about 3:45 

p.m. . . ; 
Mr3. Holmes1 investiga

tion indicated there were no 
imprints in the , ground, 

ijched . vegetation.· or 
dues, no . electro
gn etic interf.erence 
ent, broken brailches or 

other traces to signify the 
unusual presence. She said 
the hikers did not suffer 
from radiation or any other 
.J.lhvsioloJ?ical effects. . · 
. · ~ 14 statements matqh, 
however, · with one 
discrepancy. Counselor Ira 
Leifer said the "silvery, 
metallic~~ object was 
rotating as evidenced by 

Nt~:•ter about 15 to 25 apt to say _that what they 
seconds -then the object saw was what they saw. I 
ascended ·:vertically and dis- have a feeling, an ~etual 
appear.ad·- . ·within two htinch it ~,,.~s a close-up . 
seconds: "faster than · sighting of a disc, acci-
anything they h~d ever dentally seen," she said. 
seen." -, · · She said · -her conclusion 
..... Copies~ofthe' rel>ort are .:·'from just the vis ital . 
being sent to. APRO head· sighting is it might have 
quarters in Tllcson, Ariz.; been a robot-controlled 

. The Center. for UFO studies disc." . 
I in· Evanton, Ill., and the A ge0logical ·study of the 
·Midwest UFO Network, for area dpne several years ago 
scrutiny. · . . by her son <now a Junior at 

Scientific chemical the Colorado School of 
1 analysis ·and . radiation . Mines> indicates the 
I detection devices were not composition of . the hill in-
used in the area of the eludes the metal, 
sighting because the object magnesiu~. · 
was not sp9tted. close Magnesium is a light~ 
enough to the earth's sur- weight eleme~t. used in 
fac_~. Mr.s. ·H.~~ptes _s~id. : space technology. Some 

: believers of alien, inter
; planetary travel are con-

. vinced magnesium is ~ 
to construct the discs. Mrs. 
Holmes said a UFO· found 
crashed in South America 
some years . ago was com~ 
ppsed of the material. 

There is no factual data to 
back her .suppc>.Sition, but 
Mrs. Holmes said the object 
might have been a 
"prospecting !insirument 
looking for ·magnesium." 

She speculated a mother
ship might have been 
c~ntrolling the disc from an 
earth-orbital position and 
that it was summoned back 
to the ship when contact 
with the humans was 
·determined potentially 
daggerous. _She did not 
discount the idea the object 
was self-controlled. She 
guessed the whining noise 
might have been ''some type 
of security thing." 
. She said several sightings 

have been report~· locally 
since July 20, adding "I 
think we're iri a ·flap right 
now." CA flap is 
synonymous with a large. 
number of sightings). One 
theory of UFO investigators 
is that flaps occur during 
time of natural earthly 
disaster. -There have been 
several earthquakes and ·a 
volcano ·eruption recently; 
and a hurricane and a. 
.tornado locally since late 
June. She would not 
speculate on the theory, 
hbwever. 
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