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January 29th. Something over Conway.

Farmer Lloyd C. Booth of Conway, South Carolina, was worried. Something
strange was happening to his livestock. The night of January 29,1953 farm -
er Booth was up late(11:15 p.m.) and he intended to make some coffee and read
a little but,after putting the pot on the stove and glancing at the newspaper,
farmer Booth's thoughts turned to the loss of a cow the previous evening. The
cow had just up and died for no good reason as far as he could tell. He
couldn't figure it out since the animal seemed quite healthy, Making it
more strange was the fact that other farmers in the arca were also having sim-
ilar trouble with cows dying. Veterinaries called in for an opinion could
only surmise that the animals were being killed by some sort of poisoning.

While pondering the demise of his cow, farmer Booth was startled by the
ducks, chickens and mules out in the barn making a loud racket. Farmer Booth
grabbed a .22 pistol and dashed outdoors. Findinf no prowler, farmer Booth
did discover what was causing all the excitement. Some 10 feet above the
tops of some trees near the barn was 2 weird-looking "machine" shaped like an
egg ""cut end to end ' about 25 feet long, 13 feet wide, and about 9 feet high.
On one end there was a white light. On the flat bottom there was a pro-
trusion 3 1/2 by 3 1/2 feet running half the length. The front end had a
glassed-over area that was too tinted to sce through and in the rear there
was another ''cockpit' that was visible since it was 1it up,but becausc of

the cloudy nature of the "glass'" it was not transparent. Perhaps what
was most interesting was the three foot wide opening on the bottom where
a "cresent-shaped" protrusion was visible which Mr. Booth guessed was part
of a wheel. By the time Mr. Booth finished with his quick inspection of
the "machine," he noticed that the thing was not hovering in one place but
was slowly floating in his direction while it emitted a weak hum.*

Farmer Booth tried to wake up his family in the farmhouse by yelling but
failed to arouse them,so he followed the object walking underneath as it
drifted west only 90 feet above him. Knowing he could not follow too far be-
cause of the swampy ground, Mr. Booth pointed his pistol at the "machine"
and pulled the trigger. At 90 feet he couldn't miss. A sharp "Ping'" was
heard by Booth and the bullet apparently caused the object to react. The
UFO emitted a louder hum and tilted up at about a 65-degree angle. The in-
stant the object was positioned,it zoomed up into the dark night sky at a
tremendous speed.

The pistol shot finally alerted Booth's family to the fact that samething
was going on outside that needed to be investigated. Mr. Booth's parents
and his brother were now out of bed but farmer Booth was the only one to
see the strange "visitor" to the family farm.

Fearing ridicule, it took a week before farmer Booth breathed a word to
anyone other than his relatives but finally he worked up enough courage to
tell a good friend, Rev. Elwell Jones, pastor of the Horry County Baptist
Church. It was the minister that eventually told authorities. Rev. Jones
was a stanch defender of Booth, maintaining that the farmer was a person of
the highest character. 128.
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The Lloyd Booth case continued.

Word of the fantastic Lloyd Booth shooting incident finally reached BLUE
BOOK.  Lt. Flues was manning the UFO desk at ATIC, Wright Field ,during the
absence of Capt. Ruppelt , and he quickly sent an official teletype message
to the Air Force base nearest to the city of Conway:

"'Request you investigate circumstances surrounding the sighting by
Lloyd C. Booth of Conway, South Carolina, of an unidentified flying
object. Booth runs a store and service station on Highway 701, eight
miles north of Conway, S.C. The story of his sighting received consider-
able publicity in the February issue of the newspaper Columbia State of
Columbus, S.C. 150.

Here's how BUUE BOOK files discribe Booth's UFO:''Large oblong-shaped object
appearing to be a dull gray color. Traveled slowly at a low altitude. Obser-
ver fired at object with a pistol and it shot upward at a high rate of speed.
Object carried [sic] a low humming sound." 151.°

On the same BLUE BOOK case file card is this '"conclusion." Conclusion:
'""Navy Blimp."  The reason for this conclusion was the following:'"Pope AFB, S.C.,
reported that 3 navy blimps were in the area at the time of the sighting and that
it was a great possibility that Mr. Booth saw one of them. The observer doubts
the possibility of the object being a blimp."  152.

CAA Man Says

&h, Booth Saw

Navy Blimp
Onkcies) T B

~— If anyone doubls the word of
Horty County farmer Lloyd Booth
when he says he saw strange
lights In a slrange object in the
sky last Jan. 29, they can quit
questioning, says C. W. Hall.
Hall, an employe at the Civil
On january Aeronautics Administration, con-

29’ 1953, at Conway, South Carolina, i ex-InteIligence trol tower at Bluethenthal Field

here, says he's positive Boolh saw

Qfﬁcer for the Air Force, Lloyd C. Booth, was returning to just what he says he saw but just
his parents” home at 1 a.m., when he heard the pigs squeal- cldnil know what i s
ing behind his father' e _ Boolh said he left his house {hat
g nd his tather’s barn, and the horses were kicking night when he heard his mules
their stalls. He reported to authorities that upon investi- hrwsing, wiickens. @ueRbing: ans
: : . i ducks quacking. It was aboul 11:15
gating he found a disc-shaped UFO hovering at an altitude p. m., he said, and he took a .22
over a clump of trees behind the barn. He said that he got pistol along.
under the object and fired several shots. from a .22 calibre . :._hegl'l',it;; o Uahjglr'lll ?113\?;‘14:;
rifle, some of which scored audible hits before the object :tbove the tops ol nearby pine
y . ik rees,
COLI]dd ge:i underway. Following this report, the military Booth said the overall stream-
conducted an intensive : . * lined effect was sometlhing like
X h search of the area, using electronic half an egg cut from end to end.
metal-detecting gear in an attempt to locate the spent bul- o hikrd 8 byulis hit Lae obleth:
let hich bt B e L It made a meta!ilc sounFl and ju'st:
§ which might have fallen after failing to pierce the bounced off. I fired again but did]
i ; g not hear the bullet hit. ,A bare in-J
UFO. What they found, if anything, was not divulged. stant later. the object began mak

ing considerably more noise and

took off at a high rate of speed

2& s v at about a 63 degree angle. It
M m kept that same course until it was

‘ m ‘“ completely oul of sight." !

Hall chuckles when he thinks

\ & , about Boolh shooting at the ‘‘ob-
=Ep Ject.” .

‘ M m “There's no question in my _amind

“’ hut that Booth saw a Navy 6fimp.

L] L] » I came on duly that night at mid-

“ night and about 2 a.- m., saw two

I(llimps northbound from Glyneu.

° aa., to Weeksville, N. C.. A third

“ “ m was about 30 minutes behixd them,

e That would make lhe lime just

about right for Boolh to have seen
one about 11:15 p. m.
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Was the UFO reported by Lloyd Booth a blimp?

Here's Booth's answer as it appeared in the February 19, 1953 issue of the
Conway, South Carolina, newspaper The Field:

"The Horry County farmer who on January 29 became the only man in the world
to shoot a flying saucer today debunked a CAA suggestion that he might act-
ually have 'wounded' a Navy blimp.

"Lloyed C. Booth, 29, said:'I have seen mamny blimps and I've even been in
one. I'd certainly know a blimp when I see one 80 feet over my head.'

"That was the height of the unidentified object which floated slowly over
Booth's famm on the eventful night and which soared away after he shot at
it with a .22 pistol. Booth sighted the object after a comotion among his
livestock sent him in search of a possible prowler.

"The blimp suggestion came yesterday from C.W. Hall of the CAA control
tower at Bluethenthal Field, Wilmington, N.C., Hall said three Navy blimps
were en route fram Glynso, Ga., to Weeksville, N.C., on January 29 and that
one of them could have easily have passed over Horry County at midnight when
Booth was patroling his famm.

"High headwinds kegt the blimps low, Hall said, which was why Booth spotted
one just ten feet above the lines on his land.

"Booth rejected the blimp possibility on the basis of his past experience
with the craft. He added:'I was with an anti-aircraft unit for 22 months
during the war and I was trained to identify planes on sight. If the ob-
ject I saw and shot was a plane or a blimp, I surely would have known. I
watched the thing for almost 30 mimutes.'"  Also:"It took off at a speed
I'd estimate at 700 miles an hour,' Booth said today. 'I never heard of a
blimp going that fast.'" 184,

The newspaper added this:

"CAA-man Hall opined that an investigation of the Blimps now at Weekville
would reveal a dent in the bottom of one of them where Booth shot it. The
Navy has not announuced any such damage or indicated any association with
the shooting since the event was reported.
"Reports of flying saucers have been frequent in this area during the past
few weeks. One was seen near Myrtle Beach aweck before the Booth shooting.
A Marine Corps jet pilot pursued and lost a strange craft along the Carol-
ina coast. Last Friday, another was seen by four people at Myrtle Beach,
heard by another, then seen by six others a few minuteslater over Marion,
5.C.
"lLatest reports were made last night when threc Myrtle Beach residents
saw an unidentified object flv inland at approximately 1000-foot altitude.
185,

The investigating Air Force officer reported:

"The weather on the night of 29 January 1953 in the Horry County area

was clear and cool with winds about four M.P.H. This is the.official
report given to me by the 3rd Weather Squadron at Pope Air Force Base, N.C.
This corresponds to the story given by Booth, but not the one given by

the CAA Control Tower. The report from there statedthat high headwinds
kept the blimps flying from Georgia to North Carolina unusually low." 186,

"An interesting sidelight." "Is someone killing the cattle?'
The same investigating officer wrote:

“"One interesting sidelight gathered from this hvestigation is that the
people of this area are quite upset over the deaths of so many of their
cattle. They complain that every time one of these objects is reportedly
sighted, within twenty-four hours several cows in the vicinity are found
dead. The veternarians of this area say that the cattle have died from
caustic or lead poisoning. This may or may have have same bearing on
the reported sightings.'" 187.
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Lloyd C. Booth, Horry County storekeeper who says he observed a “flylng saneer” for 20 minutes '
the night of January 29 and watched il zoom away after he shol it with his .22 pistol is shown herel
In his oll-fashioned country store eight miles north of Conway., With him around the stove in th

picture are, lefl to rizht, Broee Martin, Sherwood Mishoe, J, O, Lilly (hoy oun floor), Mr. Booth, L
J. Hardee (standing) and J. A, Hardwick, He is telling (the group aboul u feature of the strange phad
nomenon he sayvs he observed by the light of a full moon at midnight after disturbed uuinm]q'hm]_
attracted his attention and he went oulside to investi o A closeap of Mre. Booth shown in th%

lower picture. Both pictures wepe sonpped by The State's photogzeapher Yesterday, (I'hotos by 'E
vine Melton),
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RUSPECT..D STORGILEPER SCORBS HIT
Ol S..UCER ‘HOV..RIHG .1 ;75. FRETS
. Wo're 'prouwd-tc anncunce thrt we'
h:vv-ﬁnrlly actton the focts and
firzurcs cn th\, nevost resh.of soue

‘cor sightingscnd "ttg.mptca lande

dnes in Scuth 'Carcline, Right now,

o1l nsk you' mech"nic"lly inclinecd

‘:anlividu‘ 1s t¢ zct our ycur tcols
‘ond teleo o try ot oo cnleo model of

‘the 8,C, scucer scen by Llcyd Cao

Booth of Conwry, Stuth Crrelinn,

* ‘Horc rre the foets ns Booth rce
leted them to reoserters for tho Cole-
ul'.lD'l“ Sb“tu ("ily C‘f CVlmlbi‘..,

,Scuth Cox:lince

-Out cf the sercmblz "uscd by the
furcr-the fellewing frets arc op-
nerants Scuth Caraline hres hed
roccrd nwiber of strenzo sky cb-
Jeets renorted since e rry County
march:*nt Llcyd C. Beeth scoiad hc
sccred o hit cn » soucer vith 022
pistel on Jonurry 29th.

licst of tho remorts eome frem the
Mewt: c'untry, prrticul*rly Herry
County, -tnd fower heve ccne frem
the P:Laclncnt. o

The chjeects heve shevm up in 2le
most overy lower'stote cowaty..

The chjcets” cret scen by mere ond -
mcrc individurls ‘ot o time ond mony
troined cbscrvurs hch reperted see=
dng” the lishts, -
¢ deecrding bc the STLID, . the sou-
cors cre merc reopsnt on the sene

nichts. vhen metccrs flcsh " ceross
'the' sky.” 4lscy  meny  intcllicent
pocple ccntinues ‘the ST..T5, who
heve! (20t this) mode thorcugh ine
'vcstir'aticns ‘debunk the- 'scucer, !

But baeck; to. the story, it 11:15
cn th ‘evening of Jenmunry.29, Dooth
‘conic heme frem "his 1ittle cenernl
‘stereond hecring the stock milling
‘abeut in his bk rn, he went cut "nd
;.nvostir'ﬂted. Ee fcund nothing o
m:!.ss but‘while in the bern: dotcc-
“tod 2, nic h-pitchcc hum vhich scemed
to-ecme” Txom outs:.ce. -He ‘proccgd-- .
ed ocutside, ond. spotted sn.odd-
shrped’chjcet.. hcvcrin' cver -the
‘bntn, : It started noving. towe rd " the
wocds "~ fow himdred foct ovRy, SC.
sloul" thrt he eculd c"sily fcllow
et o r*oic. wolke

UCvth saig, thnt he u*llncd clong
ané’ felloved it, - Lis dcscripticn
of the chjcet which he welked 211
around undernenth fer cbeut twenty
ninutes is os.follous: "It was one
1y ¢ f‘ur foet above the treetms,
melking ¢ hig h-pa.tchoc. hunming, I
sow thc obavct very clenrly whilc
11; hevored cverhesd, It wos 24 focot

(Con't Col. 1, Prge k)
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MAN SHOOTS SAUCER
(Con't, from Page 1, Col 2)

and about 12 feet "cross, was o -
light graoyish color and wos: 1it up
on the-inside,- Two places-in tho "
frent scmewhat resembled cockpits ..
and wore glassed over.-.I could -see
the:light-inside but. éould see- ne -
objcct in thero. The back also had
something resembling o cockpit with
stained gloss over it, Lisht was
coming throughlthis scction but I
could not 'sec through it." -

"The cbjecet was cbout eight ‘or
ten fect decp. .The-fromt. sloped
upward ot the base at an angle of
about 60 degrees and ‘the back-was
‘loped upwerd ot an engle of 4O to
70 degrecs., Tho sides came straight
dovn ‘from the top for maybe four:or
five fcet ond then sloped outwards
ond joined the base- “t*about e hS
degree angle.®

‘MUnderncath the @Qwaeer' was
something rosembling<i- built-ini"
wheel, ‘with hcolf the. 'whool! possi-
bly three fect ceross, extending..
below- the bose in-a erascont shLE .
There were no markings anywherg. n
it because I:looked hord for scme
ddentificationd® .

“Thore wos no visible mecns: of
support ‘for the.object. It had ro-
nropollor° there were. no.cxhaust .

fumes showina, no vapor trail and I
coudd deteect no- unusual odor,: It :
simply.sat thero and .drifted -along
with.a.low. . humming.scund as. I.ren
around. and cromid it getting just
as good a look as I could..:

.nyde as much ad. 30 minutos," .
Booth said -he. ycllcd long. cnd:
loudly. so: thvt his perents.or, somes
onc in the housc would hesr:him-and
come out ond’ scc»it for he knew no:
sne would bclievo him, whon he. told. -
his story,...Then, . in .despera tion,-
ac fired. his’ pis%ol straight up.o
the objeet at.a distance-of. about :
75 fcet, He.said: ™I hecard the
bullet hit the objeet. It mode.
metellic . sound .end. bounced off,..
herc, moment .after the bullect hit,

'(‘.‘

a P

pro Bullotin -

-{scy if the old bo
.rbfl\ctlbn theorics can't opply.

; ﬁnything."

tsaw onc 80 foot over my headl.!

wed sl D
wotched it for at least 20 minuxcs, Sy

cither on incompetent obscrver, or
Lnyway, thot's what they
iloon,-Vcnus or

2 'hoaxcr.

The pastor of his church says
%hat Booth is-highly respected in
his “community, ond” that when he says
1ho- saw somcthing,. he did. Other
Horry county- citizens said: "Mr,
Bocth'is o Christian men, does not
drink, and would not misrcpresent.

B T

Vheh p.Civil Aeron“utics »ssocih-

1tion spokesmen’ suggested thot Booth

had been’wateching ‘2 ‘blimp, Booth
countered: "I have scon . mony |
I blimps. and I've: bven been in onc,
I'd certzinly know o blimp whcn pe
He
estimoted: the” object's tukc-off
spocd ‘2t 700 mphe'
Booth served in the hnti- ircr*ft

‘Iservice during the lest wer, ond
lhas becen ‘drilled in aircraft idon-
: tificatiqn of bcth cnemy 1nd »1lied

lengse -

. With this, we closc tho casc of
the Booth' sighting until 'such time
comes when more, facts are availda=
“|ble, We belicve this is’ the first

-ti .0~s0 many’ focts have gotten out

[dn&+-this- is probobly due “to tho )
foet thet the ATIC did not hear o=~ 7
bout the sighting until o vieok: of~
ter it heppened, ond by thon the
papers throughout South Caroline
hpd bﬂon full. of tho déteoils, ,
: e deskaesksk ek ke, L - r Lok
HORPY COUNTY SOUTH 'CLROLINA CATTLE
HYQTLRIOUSLY**S“UCDRS LL.BLE? ",
4'possible’ tic-up -with the awe- . .
inspiring /sighting of a seucer by
Lloyd-Cs Booth ‘in:Korry County, -
SouthiCoroline s being givcn much,
thought by Horry rosidents; .
o During ‘the.- threc wecks prior £
the Booth-sightings, 18 cows hed '
‘|died -in. Horpy: County, with no ob~ -
vious:explenction rc~dily uvtilablc_

:for their untimely deaths, - .
{7 .The' FIELD,. Conway wockly ncoviss'

pepersaid that: 2711 the: cows have

A |diecd 1nstantanccusly- some’ never

cvcn.kickcd. 41lihave: dicd frcm

tho object ‘began ‘making -considerab.
1y morc.noise.like.a leo rge‘oloctric
motcr, .ond took. off ‘ot ‘2 high.ratel,
of spccd ot about a. 65 degrqc angs:,
le. It kOpt ‘thot *samc ‘course wntil.
it wos complotely out of sight,"
Ho .said the noisc the object.
z“do vhen it took off could havc
“2con heard ecsily ot his housc if.
ayonc had been 1istcning for it..
.2 said the noisc. 'was not. loud like.
an aireraft of convcntional dosign ‘
would mcke, howover,. -
Booth said he wis efrcid of the
thing, but his curiosity ovorrulcd,
nd hc deecided “to investigat
.uch as possibld, . . -
Now, for Booth's char
bility as on observar This must -
be taken into ccnsider;tion for fhe
first thing the skentics screem i3
“het 2 mon who sces such o thing is

(65

poisoning: of: o caustic naturos
There:haverbeenno! carly 'symptoms:
and the. cows' -simply. hrve fallen
aven,and,uacd 4n‘an instants " )
i Boothsaid:he’dcosn't know' wh;t 4

. to think- &bout all:tho- poisoninr
-He. said . he: could deteet no .sign- of
- - poisonous :smellror: substance from

the objcet he-sow. He sgid o vot-
orinarianuhas,scnt the stomachs of
dead enttle: to.a’loboratory forrtan-
plysis, and that theresults would "«
ot hgready. for ‘aboutten ‘days.
“Two - cows dicd of poisoning lcss
than a mile from tho sighted object
fo-weeck befero Béoth sow ite " Both
cows -were milked . and feod  the

adtér nnd a-night before-but worc :stonc: deod

dot milking. time the noxt morning,
‘The FIEID also. stated “thot the ©
(Con't. poge, fivc, Col. 1)
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. . AFRO Bu”et:n e
{POISONINGS; Con!t from Paze four) In 2 pro"mblu, thu rescluticn
grentest number. of hogs have died |srige

1n taerarea in. history, ond scme
rme"s have lost whole herds.-One
men - olone. reported losing 75 and -
thoy Jid ‘net dic of choicra
| Further.ncws cf the pﬂiscnznﬂr
ond - the.possitlc tic-in with tho
Horry Ccunty sighatines will be- c"r-
"1cd An. the .next bulletin, os the
‘cts hecaosie available.
< sdesieolealeofslefoaisieale ol ’
LOFD S.UCER SIGETING II HODRY
COUI'TY STIRS. FOPUL.LCE OF S. C.
. .On fobruer 14th, Lruthur dor- &
1oue of .rte. Loris, South Corolid
no was'cmakcned by dog-borking ond -
acrsc hraying. From his window he
srid, he 'saw:.sc much light ‘he
thourht.his born'wrs on firec. Out-
gic~ w soid he sow lizht from on
ob; . c5:70- fest above the grcund. O
Th;s is whot. he rceportod: :
~"Throe -ecylindrienl booms oflizbt
were coming from tho cbject,
brirht he said. he could regé fine
print -100 .yards from the 'thing,.
He 'hed his gun and storted to shoot
the objoets 'The Loris SEHTIHEL
reperts: ~ "He decided net. to, he-
ning thet 1t might settle to the .
ground. ‘If it did lend he pleonned. -
to- get scme: dyncmite -out of his
borny slip up-tc it oné porhons
mcrc the ebjeet so th~t he cculd -
have somc preof of whnt he scw.

‘"The cbjoct was cbout.ns lonyz as
a bexeer ond-was- ovel shepod, he
sedd, ond he wotehed it for 25 nins
utus, then it moved grodunlly to
the westy the noisc g ttinr loudcr
ondlouder." .

“Marlowe snid hc frund ceno of his
hogs dend- on the spot' over vhich
the.chbjcet hrd hovored 14 hours .
arriior. “He seid the sow was'ly--
ing dovmn with hor lezs felded under
nocth-so that at: first he’thoucht
she: wws ‘resting cr oslocpe Thcro

LEs vues puahcd slizhtly intc tho
dirt.rnéd picces of <the rTyo:from the
p*sturu -were-in her mouth, HE “sfid.
the -scw-hrd frontly bcon in. "ocd
health up” unt{ﬁ that timo,. -
Marlowe orlso scid thot sncther
non hed -lost | .ohorsec: tuc days car~ |
lior “withcut: sians cf ¢ death strug+
slc, with 'grass in it's mouth.~
AR e R ok

HORRY -COUNTY RHPRLSEFT“TIV“ ‘PROPO-~
SZS ‘REVL.RD FOR' UIGD‘J‘.GuD SuUCBR TO
am'TERuL ‘.SSEHBLY. : ’

The Columbic ST.TE dkilj carricd
the - fcllewing ncys itenm undurnc“th

the stiry of krrlcwe and: Beeth's re-

e

perts cf sizhtings of flying disecs: |

i $1,000 reward: for the cepturc
of o’ flyldng srfucor tundemnged ¥ ond
tintact! was prepesed in thu Gunhr—
al Lssvmb1y yesterdoye.

- Rop« Buclk cf Herry ﬁnd cthcrs
1ntr duced ~ réstluticn te pry the
reward, Membors of- the Generel. s-

'h“Vb buLn

Cninmutcly ond. have

lever thc state.

“lwas the

.B\\l . .
‘lof pripulsicn,. loft nc vaper trhil,

- |be assuncd T

Jlef ernven
.'Iphoric: phcncmcna er, astrenonieal |
Iphancnona theerics: wvhich hove beon

Y'sign:of strugglc, the sou's :,

lycoar. uhlch socn -to

“uiflu.ns hhvo b»cn arcused. tnd
pissucd by the pruscnee of o cer=
t"ln 'h\st-likc and uneinventicnal ;-

HtJDu ¢f pireraft commenly known as

T1ving soucer, vhich  has “boicn.

5 sﬁvskingly hovering cver the stotes

Hony. indivi@uﬁls have eloinmed te
hve seen rnd-in scoe instonces, .
cttocked by these nene-
stresitics ond have deseribed then
.clabersted on
their dus1rn in dotnil. The vast
ajcrity of the citizens of this .
state have, dcubted the authonticity
sf tho nresunce ¢f thosé menstors
Then Genernl Lsscons

bly desirds. to renove wll doubts.
and  inconsistencics rolating to

this unusucl cireraft.”

soicatool foRtoRofoR oK sk ko
EV“LU;TION OF .8.C. .DISC SIGHTINGS
- The . Jonuesry . 29th- sighting cf on
unusucl .cbjoet cver the born of

~|Llcyd.C. Beoth can, in 211 prcbrb-
Jility. be

belicved os 'gospel!,y tolk-

ing intc censidernticn tho chrrnc--

tor of tho chserver, His sighting
coinning, sv it syums, cf

nyriad cf -sis htin’s. o -

In~snuch s the Lbjoct which

th ‘watchod hed no visiblc meon

~
—

[

nd mede very little neisc it con..
at the thing was no
cenvanticnel cireraft, ond by
Bscth!s «ovn statunont- wecon nssunc.
th.t he con t»ll blimp wh»n he -
~cne. . -
; This is cne, sirhtinr vhich will
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! "I LOOKED BACK, WATCHING IT APPROACH. AGAIN IT PASSED OVER
bf“ PJI' | 95 3

1y

P The flying saucer was in front of me. I saw it clearly in
the moonlight. It hummed softly and moved slowly in
my direction. I stood there, watching it, waiting. . . .

I had thought it was a prowler. The general store I
operate is on Highway 701, eight miles north of Conway,
South Carolina. Every night I close it around 11 and drive
the mile up a dirt road to the farm my family owns.

Usually everybody is in bed by the time I get home,
and my mother leaves some food for me on the kitchen
table. I read as I eat, relaxing alone after a long day at
the store. And then I go to bed.

That was the way Thursday, January 29, 1953, was
ending. But there was a big surprise ahead for me—and
for the world. By midnight of that day I became the only
man alive known to have shot a flying saucer.

I was a little worried as I sat there reading. The night
before—Wednesday—one of our cows had died.

The strange thing was that she hadn’t been
sick at all. Even stranger, in the past few
weeks about 20 cows in the county had met
the same unusual death. Examinations by
veterinaries showed that they had all died

of poisoning by some caustic substance. |

Also, hogs were dying in amazingly large |
numbers. One man lost 75. Nobody could <
explain the deaths. X b

At the store all day Thursday I tried to
figure out what had happened to our cow. I knew
there was nothing on the land that could have
poisoned her, or any of the other livestock. And if some-
body was doing it all, then surely we had a madman loose
in the county.

It was about 11:15 when I got home that night. The
air was cold and clear. A few hours earlier there had been
an eclipse of the moon, and now the moon was out full
and brilliant.

As I left my car, I felt the silence. There was a slight
wind, and I could hear it in the tall pines which surround
the farm. I walked across thé yard to the house, my shoes
crunching in the soft dirt. On the kitchen table was the
supper my mother had left. I put the coffee pot on the
stove and sat down to glance at a newspaper.

After a few quiet minutes, I heard one of my father’s
mules bray in the barn. I listened for a moment, but I
knew the mule was naturally nervous and easily disturbed,
so I ignored it. But then our other mule started. This mule,
I knew, was hard to frighten and always quiet. I realized
something must be happening. (Continued on page 86)

By LLOYD C. BOOTH
as fold o
GLENN D_. KITTLER




I Shot
a Flying

Continued from page 16

I stepped to the kitchen door and looked
out. At that instant, the chickens and
ducks started a panic of squawks and
clucks. I remembered thinking during the
day that a prowler might have killed our
cow. Could he have returned? I hurried
through the house, got my .22 calibre pis-
tol, and went out into the yard.

At first I saw nothing. The moon was
unusually bright and the outlines of our
barn, huts and fences were clearly visible.
Quickly I went to the barn. The livestock
became noisier. I looked into the barn:
There was no one in it. I crept around to
the back, in case the prowler tried an es-
cape across the fields.

Then I saw it. It was in front of me, not
more than 10 feet above the tree tops, ap-
proaching slowly over the clearing beyond.
I had never seen anything like it in my
whole life. The eeriness of it made me
feel terribly insignificant, and suddenly I
felt as if I were the only person on earth.

It was almost still, drifting towards me
like a balloon, moving no faster than the
slow walk of a man. I could see it plainly
and could detect a slight humming noise.
It was a light grayish color and lit up on
the inside.

I didn’t want to say, “Flying saucer!”
But the words slipped from me in a gasp.

I stood there, stunned, watching as it
approached from the eastern sky. Stretch-
ing for some 40 miles beyond were the
small farms and little towns, and then the
South Carolina coast. At this time of
night, few people would be awake in our
rural area. In recent weeks I had heard
the reports of others who claimed to have

seen flying saucers over the country, but

at an earlier time in the evening. Like most
people, I listened to these reports with in-
terest and then forgot them. Now I was
watching a flying saucer myself.

When I recovered from my astonish-
ment, I hollered to the house, about 200
yards away, hoping to arouse my family. I
yelled loudly many times but I couldn’t
wake anyone. I gripped my pistol firmly
and looked back at the strange thing over
my head.

IT LOOKED like an egg, cut end to end.
It was about 24 feet long, perhaps 14
feet across, and it seemed 10 feet high. The
front sloped at approximately a 60-degree
angle, and the rear dropped away at about
40 degrees. The entire craft was highly
streamlined. I
There were two glassed-over areas in
front, like cockpits, but there weren’t any
bubbles as our craft have. I couldn’t see
anyone or anything inside. In the back was
another " cockpit, and light was pouring

through what seemed like tinted glass. I

.couldn’t see inside.

Underneath was an opening about three
feet wide, and from this protruded a -
crescent-shaped object. that looked like
part of a large wheel. I wondered if this
might be a landing gear, but I had never
seen anything like it. :

There was no visible means of propul-
sion. The thing had no propeller, no ex-
haust, and I didn’t see any vapor trails.
There were no markings, nor did the ship
give off any odors. I could faintly hear a
soft humming noise coming from it.

It isn’t unusual that I should have no-
ticed all these things. The: Army had
spent a lot of money training me in an
anti-aircraft unit: During maneuvers, my
outfit racked up the best target scores of
any AA-unit in the Army. I was also
trained, to recognize every type of air-
craft, something a man doesn’t forget
easily. I have been in helicopters; I have
seen all types of blimps and most jets,
as well as conventional planes. I kept
alive my interest in aviation after the war.
I know that the strange craft that hov-
ered over me that January night was
something I had never seen before.

After I realized I couldn’t arouse my
family, I gave full attention to the ob-.
ject above, It passed over my head at a
height of approximately 90 feet. I turned
and followed it as it moved westward.

As it floated over the trees, I entered
the woods. I kept moving from side to
side for a better look at it. I watched it
for about 20 minutes. I wondered if it
had just taken off or was about to land. In
our part of the country, at that time of
the night, there is little to observe, but the
silence and the desolation would be excel-
lent for anyone wanting to arrive or de-
part: unseen. The semi-wilderness all the
way to the coastline would make-a per-
fect rendezvous.

I hurried ahead to a small clearing in the
woods. A few feet away was a fence, and
beyond that several acres of farmland.
Further ahead was a swamp. I realized I
couldn’t follow the flying saucer much
longer. _

I looked back, watching it approach.
Again it passed over me, I raised my arm
and aimed the pistol.at it. When it was
slightly ta the west of me, I fired.

I heard the bullet hit the craft. It made
a metallic noise and bounced off. I fired
again, immediately, but this time I didn’t
hear the bullet strike because the moment
the first bollet hit, the craft suddenly
made a much louder noise—like a stepped-
up electric motor—and took off with ter-
rific speed at a 65-degree angle. It moved




much faster than any craft I've seen be-

<iore, traveling out of sight without chang-
ing its’ course. It virtually vanished into
the sky.

I waited a few minutes, and when
nothing else happened I went back to the
house. As I entered the kitchen, my
mother. called me. She had heard the gun-
shots and asked me what was the matter.
My father was awake, too, and my
brother. I told them.

We decided not to tell anyone else for
a while, until we learned whether others
had seen the strange craft that night. Also.
I knew the general opinion of people who
claiméd to see flying saucers, and I didn’t
want to be ridiculed.

That night I didn’t sleep very much.
Whatever the object was, it was certainly
the strangest I had ever seen. I lay awake
for hours, wondering where it had come
from, who was in it, what it was doing
here.

ol FOR A full week, my family and I re-

mained silent about the incident. But
the episode never left my mind. I returned
to the woods, hoping I could find the bullet
which had struck the vessel, but the
ground was thick with fallen leaves, and
to start a search was foolish.

After a week I went to a friend of mine
—Elwell Jones, whom I've known all my
life and who is a Baptist minister near my
home. I told him everything. He believed
me, and it was he who brought the story
to the public attention.

In a few hours I was surrounded by
curiosity seekers and I found debunkers
on all sides.

A CAA-man told reporters that on the
Thursday night I shot the strange air-
craft, a flight of Navy blimps was en-
route from Georgia to a North Carolina
base. He said because of high winds they
were flying low and that I probably

shot one of them, sending the shocked
crew soaring away to safety.

Well, I know a blimp when I see one.
The night had been clear enough for me
not to make so gross a mistake. And the
Navy has never announced that one of its
blimps, now in North Carolina, had a nick
in its cabin where I shot it. Also, those
blimps were traveling from southwest to
northeast. The object I saw was moving
westward and continued in that direction.

If my word is to be doubted, then so
must the reports of well known and re-
spected people in these parts who have an-
nounced their own spottings. Mark C. Gar-
ner, editor of a Myrtle Beach newspaper,
said that he and his wife and. two chil-
dren saw an object like the one I shot
coming in over the trees from the sea.

Within 15 days, three other sights were
reported near Marion, South Carolina, by
people who saw the crafts as clearly—
though not as long—as I

And Marine Corps First Lt. Ed Balocca
chased a similar object by jet-plane down
the North Carolina coast, but lost it. Some
minutes later, several residents of Flor-
ence, South Carolina, telephoned the po-
lice that they had seen it.

Many things are still unexplained. We
don’t know yet what killed our cows and
hogs, and no one has linked the deaths to
the appearances of the unidentified craft
during the fatal epidemic. If there is any
connection, it is certainly a strange one,
and remains inexplicable.

And' we don’t know either why the
strange ships should,make such frequent
appearances in our community. We are
many miles from any important targets—
whether for bombing or reconnaissance.
Nor do we know why the appearances
seemed to have stopped as suddenly as
they began.

But we do know flying saucers were here.
I should know. I shot one. b

\
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October 9, 1967

Miss Isabel Davis

NICAP .- "
1536 Connecticut Ave, N.W. '

washington, D.C., 20036

Dear Isabel:

Today I contacted Lloyd C. Booth of Conway, South
Carolina, and interviewed him concerning his January 29,
1953, observations. 1I'll put a concise summary down in
tnis letter, for filing along with the CSI press informa-
tion which you had copied for me last week,

Briefly, in about thirty minutes of telephone conver-
sation with him at his store in the Poplar community (in
. between customers whom he had to wait on while I held the
telephtione), I obtained confirmation on all of the details
that were reported in the account you gave me. It appears
that the reporting was much better than average in that
particular actount.

Because of the general accuracy of the story in the
State, it will be simpler to merely point out a few features
and implications that were corrected by my interview. I had
presumed that the animal-poisoning episode was what led him
to go outside, gun in hand. Ille said that was not the case,
that it was merely the fact that the mule was acting up so
and making so much noise out in the barn that he thought
some arnimal must be around disturbing it. He did not go
out with the poisoning in mind. Secondly, he pointed out
that, though there was never any clear explanation of the large
nunber of animal-poisoning cases at that time, a veterinarian
who examined two cows came up with a verdict of arsenic-
poisoning. Booth said that the hog-poisoning was not taking
place right around his area, but about twelve miles north.

The press account indicates that only a single shot was
fired, but Booth told me that he shot twice and heard the
impact (metallic ping) of both shots. It was a Earrison &
Richards 0.22 revolver.

He emphasized that much of the roughly twenty to thirty
minutes of observation was consumed in his efforts to run
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around from one side to another and fore and aft, looking fop
any markings or identifications. He saw none, and realizegq
from his World War II antiaircraft experience that all ajr-
craft, including experimental aircraft, must carry identifj. °
cation marks. When he saw none, he decided to shoot at it
to "see what it was made of." I asked him if he thought that
was very dangerous, and he said that he thought the pistol
was sO low-powered a thing that he couldn't do much damage to
it. le said that, almost as soon as-he shot, the object tilteq
up at an estimated 60-degree angle and sped off at a great
speed, faster than any jet, disappearing from sight without
changing course in a time duration which he roughly estimated
as 10 to 15 seconds at the most. No one at his home heard
the shots., By that time, it was about twelve o'clock midnight,
He had left the store at 11 p.m., had driven home, and was
waiting for a pot of coffee to heat up when he heard the mule
making the noise.

He said he reported it to the Air Force at Myrtle Beach,
An 2Army Intelligence man came, not a USAF man. He said the
man interviewed him very carefully, but never came back, and
he never heard’again from any military authorities. le
answered my guestion concerning prior or subsequent sightings
by remarking that he had never seen anything like it before or
since. He said he is still curious about it and asked me to
let him know if I ever find out what the cause of it was!

The description of the object that he gave matched guite
closely what appeared in the press accounts. It was oblong
and had a glass-like cockpit in front, through which he could
see only lights, no operators or structural or instrumentation
details. He described the "glass" on the back end as "smoky,"
and could see nothing through it. At no time did any light
shine down on the ground. The object was just above tree-top
height in a grove of trees that he estimates to be 70 to §0 ft
tall,

The bottom protuberance (extending about 6 or 7 £t below
the otherwise flat base) was what he shot at, as stated in the
paper. Only sound was a hum like a motor, which rose in volume
but not in pitch as the object took off.

I asked him for available references, and began by mention-
ing Reverend Jones. Booth said Jones has now gone to Alaska.
He gave me the names of two persons in his community who could
speak for his reputation. I shall not, at the moment, check
them, but may at some later time.
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Booth's account was given to me in a seemingly quite
gaightforward manner, no evident embarrassments or visible
@mmatization. He sounded like a person of limited educa-
$n but of entirely honest manner. An interesting case,

3 all. Thanks for telling me of it.

Best regards,

James E. McDonald
#;/msr
(xx.)

(xx.) Papers of Dr. James McDonald, University of Arizona Library, University of Arizona,

Tucson, Arizona. Special Collections Division. .-
,___/




