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Oddly enough, while denying the real· 
ity of solid objects over Washington, D. 
c., 
26, 

ove northe 
M . Tlie occurrence involved 
an American jet fighter-bomber and a 
small disc. The GRAND RAPIDS (Mich.) 
PRESS of Jan. 27, 1953 carried the fol· 
lowing account of this happening: 

"AIR FORCE REPORTS SMALL 
'DISC' MAKES PASS AT THUNDER· 
JET." 

United States Airbase, North Japan
AP- Thc United States Air Force ,Tue · 
day night eport d a IWJ•lf.l••ltal~,I 

· .obj ma e a control e , 
sweeping pass at an American jet fight· 
er-bomber and was observed at very 
close range by another pilot. 

The report, from Air Force intelli· 
gence files, said the sighting was made 
over northern Japan at 11 :20 a.m., March 
29, 1952, by Lt. David C. Brigbma of 
Rockford, Ill. · 

I Brig· 
t the 

THE A. P. R. 0 . BULLETIN 

"Says It's Small" 
The pilot described it 

Brigbam was flymg a prop-driven re· 
connaissance craft at 6,000 feet when an 
F-84 drew alongside them, he said, he 
saw the disc to the right of and just be· 
hind the Tbunderjet. He said it appeared 
to be traveling 30 to 40 miles an hour 
faster than the F-84, which was going 
150-160 miles an hour. 

"It closed rapidly and just before it 
would have flown into his fuselage, it 
decelerated to bis air-speed almost in· 
stantaneously," Brigham said in his re· 
port to intelligence officers. "In doing 
so it flipped up its edge at approximate· 
ly a 90-degree bank. Then it fluttered 
within 20 feet of bis fuselage for per

. haps two or three seconds, pulled away 
and around bis starboard (right) wing, 
appearing to flip once as it hit the slip
stream behind his wing tip fuel tank. 

"Then it passed him, crossed in front 
of him and pulled up abruptly, appear· 
ing to accelerate, and shot out of sight 
in a steep, almost vertical climb. 

An unusual flight characteristic was 
a slow fluttering motion. It rocked back 
and forth at approximately 40-degree 
banks at approximately one second in· 
tervals throughout its course." 

When it pulled away, "It did so more 
sharply than a plane could have done. 
Its maneuvering throughout was always 
clear and precise." Unquote. 
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ag }ti~:~o~·c~ Reveals Pilot's ·_Story f 
~e Elyihg_ Disk Buzzed Japap, F -84 
ee ' • i -Inv The A'soclated Prass ent projectors and -lE!Jt no ·~exhaust , l 

, 'A :pW~D STATES A~ BASE trails or vapor traJls:" . · , · ' 
. IN Noitt-HERN JAPAN, Wednes- ~e said there '.VeI.:e no m~;kings \ 

bl d J ff 28-An· American pilot on the disk but there.was a ripple 
· Y , ay, ~.:: · 1 , • in the metal skin."- -He es,timated; 
~~9, sa)V. ·at':'.olose range a mysterious it was flying ·.at alfout 200 niiles :i 
' ,;- !a:Ylii"g Clfsk.ni.ake a pass at an F~84 an hour. ~ · ·. . .. 
1~ ~hllnd,e'rJet over central Japan an~ Lt. 'Brigham's· rei>oi:t to Intelli'- · i 

' then spe~d'.away, the Air Force re- gence saJd1 tQe 'disk.made a pass 'J 

la~ ported 'Tuesday. · · , on .the Thund~rJet, ·closing fro~ - J 
e. - t · slightly above him. . ; t 1 

me . T}le: nltqertQ secret repor from "It closed rapifily,-and Just before • ', 
:m~ intelligence files said the disk ~as flying into his fuse1age it deceler; 1 
:·,:fl. sell~ a~·-6,0.00 feet on a brl!tht, ated. to h~ ali ~pee.<1,-almos~,, In~ l 
', cl,QUdl.efS . da~. Just ~efore no.on stan tanequsly," lie' reported. ·-.~•It)· '1 \ 
t~ M·al!c~··29,; 1952, by Lt. David C. doing so it ftlpP.ed, . UP\ .on itl? ·edg~ \I 
u'D- Bi:!g~!),m, of Rockford, Ill. . :ije at approximately a· 90-degree bank'. t 
nto :said t'he, disk was a.bout eight Then It ftuttered within twen~y 
1~~ ,Inches -~in .di9;-meter and that. It feet of his fuselage for perhaps 

close(J. to within twei.ty feet of th~ two or thrl!e seconds pUlled awa. 
bh~ Thuncte~~et before shooting up out and around his sta~board 'wing, 
ms of,._sigf.i$. . . · appearing to flip over at it hit' th.e 
~ke ;t we::?·the second disclosure in slipstream behind his w~g tip fuel 

recenfl;_qa;js o! ~ysterious o~jects tank. i ·t • 
be zoomin~ ·.t1~ro'ugh the skies ~0ve~ •. "l'hen It passed ·him, crossed in 

_- a Ja.JJ¥.'...,:n%ap Russian-~r1~ terr!,., fr!'nt. -cit him and P.ulled up, 
.he tocy. ·JDO(}Tan. 21, the A_ir Force abruptly, appearing to. lll.ccelera.,te 
~: ma.Ae ·:iP,.µl?~ci Intelligence reports 'a:nd, stlot' out ot sight. in ·a steep, ?n of.J.1ro~!?g clus~;rs of red, white almost vertical· climb."' · ( 
.etl a~g ~~~e~!ights.. sighted Dec. 29 Sightings of' the light clusters 
lld PY ~!.fe~· airmen. were made at several point$ over 
·.if "'d'hW<I.Air· For.ce issued the two northern Japan on Dec. 29. On 
o~ ~e~rts~~~~Qpt comment. Ja~ . . 9 a rotatln:g clus_J;er w'e.s 
tre •l'.ii. ~Ent.ham was flying a re'- tracked by radar. from Jwo. F:~4- jef 

• connai.sSJ!.i;ice .plane when a Thun-: interceptors. 1 The-. ra<Iar-~-actua.Uy 
· d..erte """' ll~d ~alongside. The .in- ' 'locked" on the .clus~er and ~teere~ 

!rl c~de CUl'l,'.ed-. ;soon afterward. the je~ toward it. · ;; 
l!lJ :r:.f.i all)..:"-estlmated that he [In .Washington, a ~p.okesman ,at 
ii- wa; che;a:·· :t~e'· disk for about ten Air Force headquarters said ·t~e 
a: se®nclS'tiom a di.stance of thirty technical intelligence officer ot th~ 

td• ftf&y ,.·feet at the closest poin~. Air Materiel Command af .Wright
>t Tile_ ~1!.~er:j_e;t pilot, who .wa.s not Pattersgn Basil, QliijiJ wlllch"iisu."; 
.p id~;JtW!lCI/ did not see the dil!~·· :. al}¥ gets report§ op:J!Yll}_!l';'~ay.cet§, 
d · :Eit. ·'.B:t;ig.ham described the : disk. hl(_d received.J.10J:!~6~.~Jnc1Clent; 
;e as!!aQ.Pu.t·eight Inches in dia~ete_r., I~;:-was . ind!o11:tect'R~e.t~,.'!P.rol>a'Ply 

vefy thin; '· :itoµ~d. and as. shl.Dy ~- "o/~1!14 nett be a.~!e~cre~~1en1 to 
a pollshed·!)'l;gomium, 11ad no a l'~i,:; .tge Far~ast~!~t.sµc~~ . ~,9nt.J. 
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. U. S pilot s~es disc make a Pass at jet.:.ov,,arilffllJI 
' I ' " ' ;_,;, ' ~J • ~ :"j lt.t,: • •, • I 

A U. S. AIR BASE Il:l NORTH- March 29 by Lt .. David C. Bz:fg~a.m, tory: Last· week, the Air .Force said the disc made. a._ pa.ss on the ba .• er; and fo .. rih at a~.' "'. ateJy

1
. 

:RN' JAPAN (lFJ-A u. s. pllot sa.w Rockfptd, Ill. ma.~e public Intelligence repo:ts Thunder.Jet, clos!~g J~qm slightly ~O-deg\'ee ~·- at .Jtn~o~y 
t close range a. mysterious flying . Brigham sa!d the disc was about of ro~ting clus~~rs of red, white above hun. .. . . one"second. 1 intervaia ~.- t i~ 1 . eight inches m diameter and that and gieen lights, sighted Dec .• 29 "It closed rapidly and just be- , " ,, .,:. ' ' . ,· ·~ TZT~".'~ 

disc make a pass at . a. Thunder jet it clo,sed to within 20 feet of the by U. s. airmen. fore !lying ln~o , hi.$ fusel!l-ge it. d~~· fQ)lr~. ,, ... ~ l'i~ .j.S.,.t:. -~ ·· " 11 ~. I!: 1 

over Central Japan, then speed Thuni}erjet before shooting up out The Air Force issued the two celerateed · to his , ~Ir speed alriio$t · 
away, the Air Force reported yes- of ,sight. reports without comment. · · instantaneously:• he reported . . "In 
terday. SECOND DISCLOSURE Brigham was flying a reconnais- doing so it flipped· up on its e4ge 
. The hitherto secret report from It was the second disclosure in sance plane wh~ a. Thunderjet at app_roxlma.tely a. 90-degree· ban~ 

intelligence files said the disc was recent days of mysterious objects pulled alongside. The Thunderjet Then· it fluttered w!th1n 2.,~ feet- of(J 
seen at 6,000 !eet on a bright, cloud- zooming through the skies over pilot. was not identifi~d. hlsfuslage 1or p~rhaps . two or1 t11tee 
less da~. _ _just before noon last Japan, . near Russian-held terr!- Brigham said' the disc 'swept tip seconqs, pull~~ a.way aµ<! •.aro~d 

behind the Thunderjet, maneuvered his fuslage for per!J.p.ps t~o o~, tJ1uee 
in apparently controlled sweeps, Ing to flip !JVer as it hit/~be .sllp
then pulled up and spot out of stream behind h}s wing ~tip ,.f:e~ 
sight. . · tank. · ' · J'li 

He e.stlniated that he watched "Then it P,!lSSed ltlm, ~x:~d.;~ 
the object for · about 10· seconds .!ro!lt of l:H~-~nd pulle~. ~~,.11-ll.m~z; 
from a distance of 30 td .50 feet' at ly, appearing_ to acce~erat;e~~I].!l~9'.! 
the closest point. The Thunderj~t out of ~lg-h~, m a. steep, liJniop,..yer~ 
pilot did not see the disc. tlcal climb. . 
FLYING AT 200 MPH . . • Brigham said th_e '_?rscl _J .:..:,-;i/ 

Brigham described the object as 
.''about eight !ncpes in, diamete1:, 
very".thln •. rouhd, and as shiny- as ~ 
polished· chromluin·;- had· no appar..: I· 
ent projections and left no exhsliSt' 
tr~ .,er, va~or tralls. . . '1 

He.;said there wet.ei no. marking~ , 
on tfie•dlsc· but tlieret;was' a. ·"ripple 
· t'h·~·-. "t 1 . ,.,_ .. ,,.if, -"· ".'' · ~ .~r · ID . •1c.eui1., a 6~1 .;;-:-:t. . '·Ill:.~ !\ .... ~ .. 
--~· :Re,, '~,tima..l~~~t@~aai; rlfiri~ta:t ~- · 
abo\lt.._200 miles an hour.:.i , 'ill i- t, ~ 

£iigham's report -to intelligence 
.. ._ - ""-~- - ~ •Ji<--!:: _.,t . ..,. GZ:tf:1 
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