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April, 1952...YUma* Arizona ...

It was twelve years ago, and p0551b1y of 1little value

< at this point in time. However, no detail could be forgotten

from that’night in April, 1952, It was a calm night, hot as
usual for Yuma, Arizona. My date, Lt. Gerald Williams, USAF,
and I had gone to a drive-in movie. The movies start late due '

. to the lack of darkness and the first feature was approximately

one-half finished when I decided to get out of the car. An ex-
tremly brightlight caught my eyes from an angle to the right
side of the movie screen. The object which emitted the light
was one of the most awe-inspiring sights I have ever seen.

I stood looking transfixed, for I had never seen anything

like this. It was quite 1arge, appearing to be the size of a
car at the range, which I later judged, to be 350 feet.

It was beautiful in a weird way. The shape was that of two

- gently slop.ing bowls...each with rims to the other and bottoms

circular and flat. It almost seemed to be actually a portion

of the landscape, for it was not very high in the sky and it's
form was completely illuminated by it's own lighting system.

The top portion rotated ever so slowly and I would not have
noticed any movement if what may have been scars, indentations,
or some type of markings had not appeared and disappeared. It
vwas possible that the lower pbrtlon moved also, but I did not .
feel .that it did. The center rim or ring housed the yellow and -
rose red pastd lights which completely bathed the object in
light. This rim would not have extended more than an eighth

of the diameter of the object and the reflected glow showed

the band or rim to be of sizeable Mighth. With all the car win-
dows open and the volume.of the car speakers on, it would be
impossible to say for sure that there was no sound, but I do :
not belieéve that there was any. It merely sat there and the top
moved slowly...I called into the car for Gerry and he too got
out as soon as he saw my sighting. We stood by the car in
absolute awe, Finally catching his breath, I recall him saying,
nTtve never seen anything like that before in ny life...My God,
it is huge.," As I leaned over and tried to tap the shoulder of
the man in the next car, the object!s lights became a pale, honest
green and the object movedsteadily and smoothly up and down twice.
I was sure it would come over the top of the cars for it did
appear to be something that could handle itself with ease. But,
instead, it veered to the rear at a 30 dezree angle and in an
extremely rapld time it 'flew! out of sight. I was speechless &

.~ we got back in the car, Both of us were limp by that time and T

called to the man next car to us and asked if he had seen the
peculiar object up there. He said he'd been absorbed in the movie
and what was it I saw. We merely said just something odd. Ve be-
gan to realize then that this was something very unusual and tho
Gerry was a pilot we had neither seen anything shaped, colored or

- with speed such as this, We decided %o leave for home at.that point
~and we went back to the motel vhere my famly had been staying
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prior to finding a house. We were to be stationed in Yuma on

- USAF .orders for my father who was at that time a Colonel. .

- When we came in, my father asked if we had been 1n an accident..

- He saicz we both were white enough to have seen a ghost or been

in an accident. ' When werelated what happened, he called the YAFB
and located the home phone number of the Public Information officer,
I do not know for a fact that the Captain that -arrived some time
later was the P.I. Officer or whether. he was someone designated

by him. The gentleman was obiviously skeptical and took Lt.williams!
‘and ‘my statement, in part by longhand, He asked a few question s

- of us but the whole vein was one of ridifule, as far as he dared,
with my father there. I do remember. that he asked Lt. Williams why

- ?-.he was here: to which, he replied, that he was on leave from the e
. Air Base inh Peortland, Oregon. P.1.0. asked him if he was.on Medical .

or R&R. He was not on either but the insinuation was there, never-
theless. When the Captain was ready to leave he told all of us -

- that it might be a good idea not to:discuss this incident with

. anyone.....He left us with the air that it wasntt top secret but

- that it was a hallucination. After three weeks of checking the

local paper, we have yet to note anything more or hear of ‘anyone
~ else having sighted this object, Yet after a positive 30 second -
x¢v,time-in-view lapse and a very possible one minute-comlete time, it
r»gges seem that something wasnlt !foul in Denmarkt but was foul
Yuma. RS S .

‘I would like to add that my father the Colonel, was on orders to take over as
' Commanding Officer of the Yuma Air Force Base., At this time (1964) he is retired.
He retired in 1954. His full name and. preeenx address is as rollows.:l ‘
.. Edward R. Diggs, COJ.onel,UBA.F th. SN
1045 Shook Ave, . . ;" !

. San Antonio, Texas
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“i o NATIONAL INVEST‘ISGQTICONS C‘OMMITTEE ON QERIAL PHENOMENA
ol | onnecticut Avenve N. W,
NOnh 7-9434 R © . Washington 6, D, C.. W—GQ— MW QJ{W ( Q la%

REPORT _ON UNIDENTIFIED FI.YING OBJECT(S)

Thls form includes questions asked by the United States Air Force and by oIIwr Armad Forces' investigating egonclos, and additional

- Questions to which answers are needed for full evaluation by NICAP. -
.. After all the information has been fully studied, the conclusion of our Evaluation Panel will be published by NICAP in Its regularly
- Issued magazine or in another publication. Please try to answer as many questions as possible. Should you need additional room,
’ plm wo cnoﬂmsheetof pcpcr. Please print or Iypowrlh. ‘our_assistance Is of groat value and is genuIme cppm:lotod Thank you.

3. Name Mrs. Robert L. Tench ' o PIcco of Employment XXX

o Formally Sally Amn. Diggs - -,
‘ : - Address *"W v g8o . ' -_Occupcﬂon Housewife
| 6639 Normandy Dr‘, P " . Edueatlon 1 yT. of, qollege at U or Chicago at
- Newark, Calif. | " Spoclal Tralning XXX "t1me of sighting.
* Telephone . : MIIImy Service m -
2. Dare of Observation April, 1952 (after Easter)'an.OO AM | .. " Time Zone MST

+ 3. " . Locality of Observation Drive-In-‘l‘heatre in’ Yuma, Arizona _ '

. !4.1 - How long did you sI:o the object? Hours h Mlnum Soeonds ~.30 seconda to a minute
5. Ploase describe weather conditions and: the type of sky; i.e., brlght duyllchf, nIgImImo, dusk, otc. Nighttime on
S a clear cloudless evening.

6. Position of the Sun or Moon in relation to the object and to you. No Moon

7. Ifseenat night, twilight, or duwn, were the stars or moon vIslbIe? K Stars were viaible ’, but no 'Mddn. o

§. Woere there more than f.'ir;e obiecI? NO. If s0, please tell how many, and draw a sketch of what you saw, Indlccﬂng
' di';;?&'{ °§,mmr_'1 i q?_)f.,.:.,ré:;ﬁ : ( See ATTACHED SHeeTs § PLawmsgs ).

9. . - Please describe the object(s) in detail. For instance, did it (thoy) appear solid, or only as a source of light; wes it tovolvlpg,

i " etc? Please use additional sheets of paper, if necessary. . ' The objesct appeared aol:ld and self- P
Lo ~ luminated. (See type-written smmna:.fy sheet attached) _

" 10, Was the object(s) brighter than the bcckgmund of the sky? . Yes. - .

" II, " If 0, compare the brightms with the Sun, Moon, Inedliglm, etc, Object was ‘oright, but not 81&1'1113.

N ¥ 'DId the obiect(s) - _ : T (PIm oIabomto, Ifyou ecnglvo d:tuIls.)
: . @. .= Appear to stand still at any Hime? YBS . ) '
blw ... be- Suddenly speed up and rush away at eny tlm? v Yas

11T e.. - Bredk upintopurtsorexplodc? ' : L L
- d. . - Give off smoke? . No ot ) ot
L T _e.. " lLeave any visible trail? /. No Lo '
i f.. ° Dropanything? . No ' ' ‘
"g.  Change brightness? Yes, 1ntensity changed when object began to move away. _
h. . Change shepe? No

"i. ' Change color? ‘Yes=--color changed from yellow-red to true, palo green when the .
. object starbted moving up and down and away.

13, " Did rhoob;ecI(s) ctcnyﬁmo pass In fromof,orbehind of,cnythtng? If 50, plua eInbomtc giving d!stcmo, sIzo, otc, if mible. No.

o W W¢s thoncnwand? NO. . If so, please give dlncﬂoncnd spnd m

'v: ISl. Dld you obsarve the obfect(s) thmugh an opﬂceI Imtmmt or other ¢Id, wIndshIoId, wlcdowm, storm wImIow, ocmn!ng,
o ew? NOL - What? R S
- Iél\. " Did thoob]ect(s) hcva any sound ? Non’ th’@ WIIII ItInd? m « ‘ I'Iow Ioud? m l

. Ploosa toll Iftheob]‘ect(s)ws(m) . BT v : z L

| . e Fuzzyorblumed, Grti \’/ w7 AU SR

' [ fb. ‘ I.Ikecbrighum., e ' SRR
Shcrplvoutltmd. '.l'ho obJect waa:quito eharnélyonutuged. “ ;’; 4..‘

t
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18,

1.
20,

21 -
T2,
2.

24,

25,
26,
7.

28,

29,
. appeared and discppecmd from vlew, the direction of its course over tho areq; roads, tom, v!llcsu, mllmods, and other
‘ lcndmcrks vmhln a mile. ‘ : o

: Youmymemymo. (X)

3.

Ploase ostimate the distunco of the object(s). between 250 o 450 feﬁt awaY-

Was the ob|ect -

a. Self-luminous? The objeot was self-luminous.
b. - Dull finish? ° _ : o oo
c. - Reflecting?

d. - Tmnsparont? ’

Did rhe obiect(s) rise or fall while ln motion? Yes--it rose and fell a couple of :teet when the.-

object started to leave.

Tell the apparent size of the objec(s) when compared with the following held at arm's length: 11: was the size ot an

automobile at about 350 ft. away. e r
a. . Pinhead . d. - Nickel "~ g«  Orange o
b. Pea e, Half dollar h. Grapefruit

c. Dime f. - Silverdollar n Larger .’

 Or, if easler, give apparent size in Inches on a ruler held at cm'o Ionqth.

How did you happen to notice fheob]ect(s)? “When stepping out of the car, ‘the bright 1ight canght
my attention. :

“Where were you and what were you doing at the time? Watching a movie: in a drive-in theatre.
" How did the object{(s % disappear from view? It rose and. fell twice and then began to move awvay

accelerating to a tremendous speed. s

Comptm the speed of the object(s) with a plston or jot aircraft at the same apparent clmudo. 'l‘his object was mmch

faster than a:lyaircraft that 'I knew of at thep%'ime. (1952) -

Were there any conventional aircraft in the location at the time or lmmodiately cfterwards? If s0, please elaborate. None
were observed of noted. . '

What was the elevation of the object(s) in the sky? Ploase mark on this hemlsphere sketch:
the object was approx. as hi as a 3 story building.

' Names and addresses of ather witnesses, if any. .Lt. Gerald Williems, USAF, on leave from 'USAF Base .

in Portland, Ore.. His home address at. the time wag.Durham, N, C.
Please draw a map of iha locality of the observation showing Noith; your pesition; the direction from whlch the obpcf(s)

S B
‘

(Soe attachq}* *@wnary aheot)

. _ls there an airport, milltcry, govemmenfel or research lnsfnlleflon in tho area? YOS-- 1. Yum Air Force Be.se,
<) R
o,

2: Yuma Ammy Test Station, 3. Civilian airport. .

- Have youseenother objects of an unidcnﬁflad nature? If o0, please describe these obsorvctions, using a separate sheet of paper.

No,

_ Please onclosc photogruphs, motion pictures, news clippings, notes of radio or tolovlslon programs (include time, station and
; * date, if posslbla) regarding this or similar observations, or any other background material. We will return the material to you,. -

We  looked and listened in papers, on radio and TV but found nothing...

Were you interrogated by Alr Force investigators? By any other federal, state, county, or local officlals? If so, plesase state
. the name and rank or title of the agent, . his office, and details as to where and when the questioning took place, WO Were
questioned before midnite that night at the E1 Rancho Motel by a Capt.USAF from P.I.O.
- Were you asked or told not to reveal. or discuss the Incident? If so, were any reasons or officlal orders mentioned? Please
. elaborate carefully. We were told < that 1t misht ‘be a ‘good idea not to discuss the incident

with anyone.

" We should like pomlssuofv'to quola your name in eonnection with this report. This action will encourage other rosponslblo
~ citizens fo report similar observations to NICAP, However, if you prefer, we will keep your name confidential. Please note -

your choice by checking the proper statement bolow. In ony m, plecso fill in all ports of the form, for our own eonﬂdomlel ‘

AV ,f'les. Thank you for your eoopcmﬂon. O

Please k“p mymmo oonﬁdonﬁal. ' ( " ) L

g ,";'S!gnctwof A:(

Doto of fﬂllng out th!s npqm 30 Aug. 1964
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. AIR MAIL

' Colonel Edward R. Digge, USAF (Ret). .
1045 Shook Avenue - _ b
iSan Antonio, Texas ‘

: ' Dear Colonel Diggs.
- Tevncla | : e
: received a report from your daughter, Mrs. Robert )
: seots-Yon an unidentified flying object (UFO) which she
: and~Lt. Gerald Williams observed at a drive-in theater ing -
- Yuma, Arizona in 1952. She lists the date as April, sometime :
* after Easter. We are writing in the hope that you will bef
- ~able to help us pin down the date more precisely. .

: Your daughter mentioned that you were staying in a- motel
. ...while looking for a home, and-that you were on orders at

- the time to take over as Commanding Officer of Yuma Air .. .

. Force Base. The weather was hot. Would it be possible for .
.you to calculate the date from this information? »

No -doubt you are aware of the Air Force policies on UF0s,

. and the official contention that no such objects exist. We R
-have been investigating UFO, reports,independently as a private, -

. non-profit organization, and have accumulated considera le o
L evidence to contradict the official position.

As you will note on the enclosed list of our Board of
Governors, many reputable persons (including a number of
former USAF personnel) are supporting our program of investe

+ 4gation and full disclosure of reliable information to the
.. public. We would be 1nterested to have ‘your views on this
- matter. .
ol If - you would like to ‘have more information about NICAP.
oo I would be glad to supply it - . , , -

Sincerely yours. o

o ?.-fl'?h§<0f55f’ | Richard Hall ,,i~ﬁ-
- RHsh o et ‘T;_. Acting Director = ..
CEmelsl - D T

T



'f'alleged phenomenon is the 16th. or 17th. of April, 1952°-

'3»theater at the time..;f

1045 Shook Avenue,
San Antonio, Texas
25 September 196#

2ECEWEDSEP 29 195«.

Mr. ‘Richard Hall, Acting Director,

" National Investigations Committee, AEP,
. Washington 6, D. C. , :

5 My dear Mr. Hall-

In response to your letter, dated September 23rd., the‘

“”;’best approximation I can give you as to the date of the

As I did not observe the manfestation, there is little

‘='I can add, except to say that the sighting appeared to have

caused quite a stir’ among those present at the drive-in

Ugif; &{f 7 4
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