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· It was ·t:welve. years ago, and possibly of little value 
-. at this point in time. However, no detail ·could be forgotten 

from that> night in April, · 1952. It was a calm .night,. hot· as· 
usual for Ylima, Arizona. · My date, Lt. Gerald Williams/ USAF, 
and I had gone to a drive-in movie. The movies start late due 

. to 'the lack of darknes s and the "first feature was approximately 
one-half finished when ·I decided to get .out of the car~ An ex- .· 
tremly brightlight caught my ·eyes from an angle ·to the rig~t 
si~e of the movie .screen. The obj~ct :which emitted the .light , 
was one .of. the most awe-inspiring sights I ·have evei· seen • 

. I stqod ~coking . transfixed, for I had never ·seen anything 
like this. It was quite large, appearing to be the stze of. a 
car at the range, which I later .. judged, to be ·350 feet . . ... 
rt was beautiful in a weird way.. The shape was that of ~wo 
gently slop..;ing bowls ••• each with rims to the other. and lfot~oms. 
circular · and· flat. It almost seemed to be actually a port-ion 
of the landscape, for it :was not very high in the sky and itts_· 
form was . completely illuminated by it's o:wil lighting system. · 
The· top portion rotated ever so slowly and I would not ·have 
noticed any movement'- ff what may have been. scars, indentat.ions, 
or some type qf markings had not appeared and dis_ap:peared. rt 
was possible that the lower portion moved also, but . I ·did ·not · . 

· fee.l ,that it did. The center rim or ring housed the yellow and· .. 
rose· red pastel lights which· cpmpletely ba the9- the obj ect . j_n 
light. This ri:m would not have extende.d more: than an eighth 
of the diameter . of the · object ·and the. reflec,ted · glow showed 
the band or rim to be of sizeable lii.ghth. With all tht? car win­
dows open and the volmn:e.::of the car speakers: on, it would be 
impossible. to sc;y for sure that there was no' sound, but I .do . 
not belie·ve that there was any. It merely sat there and the top 
moved slowly ••• I called into the car for Gerry · and he too got 
out as soon ·as he saw- my sighting. we s·tood by the car· in· 
absolute awe. Finally catching his breath, I recall him saying., 
"I've never seen any:thing like that before in my life ••• ll_y God, 
i't is huge. 11 • As · r leaned over and tried to tap· the shoulder of 
the man in the next car, the objectis· lights became ·a pale, hone$t 
green and the object movedsteadily and smoothly up . and doWn. twice. 
I was sure ·it would come over the· top' of the cars for it did · · 
app$ar to be something that could handle itself with ease. But, 
instead, it · veer~d · to the rear at a 30 degree angle and in an 
extremely rapid time .it 'flew• out of sight. I was speechless & 

·~ we got back in the c2.r. Both of us were limp by that t:irrae · and I · 
called to the man next car to. us and asked if he had seen the 
peculiar object up there. He ·said he.•d· been absorbed in the. movie 
and what was ·it I saw. ·We me~ely said just something odd. we be-:­
gan to realize then that this. was som·ething very unusual and tho 
Gerry was ~ ~ilot ~e had neither· se~n anything shaped, colo:red or 

. with speed s~ch as thi·~. we decided to lea.ve for· home at . that point 
. and we went ipack_ to the mote.l . wher~ .. m·y family had been .staying 
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prior to finding a house •. We were to be stationed in Yuma on 
USAF.orders ·ror my father who was at .. tha.t time a Colone). •. 

·When we came in, my father asked if .. we had .. been lbn. an accident •. 
He sai•:J. we both w.ere white enough to have· seen a ghost or been . 
in an accident. ·When werelated what .happened, he called the YAFB 
and.located the home phone. number of the PUblic Information Officer. 
I do· nd·t lmow for a fact that the Captain that ·arrived some time· 
later was the P.I. Officer or whe·ther. he was someone ·de;;ignated 
by ~im. The gentleman was obiviously skeptical and took Lt. Williams' 

.and ·my statem:ant, in part, by longhand. He asked a few. question-s · 
. of us. but the whole vein was one of .. ridi~ule, as far as h~ dared; 
with my father theJ;e~ I do remember.that he asked Lt. Williams why 
he wa·s here: to which; he replied ·~hat he was ·on leave from· the · · 
Air Base in Portland, Oregon •. P.I .o·.- asked him. if he was._on Medical. 
or R&R~ He wa~ not on .. either .but the insinuation was there, never.­
theless. When-_ the Captain was. ready· to leave .he told all of us · · 
that it might be a good idea not .to"· discuss this inci¢1.ent with 
anyone •••• ~He left us .with the ·air that it wasntt .top se~ret but 
that: it was a hnl.lucination. After three weeks of checking· the 

· local paper, we have yet to ·note· anything m'ore or· hear of :anyone 
else.having sighted·this object .• !et .after .a positiv~ 30 second . 
time~1n~v1e,( lapse and a very· possible .one 'minute-contLete··.time, it. 
does: .. seem. ·that something·wasn•t ·•foul.in penmark•,. but· was foul. 
in Yuma. · . . . . . :· .. · · · ·. 

. . -.. ' .·. .. '• .. ·.. :. .• 

• ti • • . . 
\.. ... · 

. . . I v • ... h ·.~· ~-F . ··.-~so'./1to~;;i;~ . 
. ,; 

I would like to add that mi father the Colonel~ was on orders to ~ke over as 
· commanding Officer ot the Tuma Air rorce B&·ae •. At this time (19·64) he .is. retired. 

He retired in 1954. Bia tull. ~ an·d. pre~eilt addr~as ia .as follows: . :. · 
·1 • ' • ·-. • •• 

Edward. R. Digg.i, Colonel, USU' ·Rtd. · · ·· · ·; · 
· 1045 Shook Ave.· · · · · 
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.. ·. ! NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMlnEE ·ON.. AERIAL PHENOMENA ·~ · .. 
: ·. 1536 ~onnectlcut Avenue N. W. . lt n ~ ·/), _ . ~ · L -er- .( 1J \o l L 
• . . Was~lngton 6, o, c.' 1~· . ~ °1 . ~ 1, T 
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NOrth 7-904 

REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED. FL \(I.NG OBJECT(S) 

This form Includes questions asked by the U..lted States Air Force and by otlier Armed Forces' Investigating agencies; and additional 
questions to which answen are needed for full evaluation 'by NICAP. · · · · · · 

After all the information has been fully studied, the conclusloraof our Evaluation Panel. will be publlshed by NICAP In lta regularly 
Issued magazine or in another publlccitlon. Please try· to. onswor as many questions os possible. Should you.need additional room, 
pr- ... another sheet of paper. Please print or typtNtrltef °"' ...i- 11 of 11niat value and 11 genuinely appnictated. 1hanlc You. 

, :1• Name Mre. Robert L. Tench Place of Employment XXX 
· : I. Forma~. llx. . 117 Ann. Diggs ; . 

. 1 . . Addreu -:to . .. · · Occupation Bousewite 
': 

6639 Normandy'. Dr .• 
Newark, Calif. 

Telephone 

": Education. l "Tr•. otr~C?llese. at
1 
u. ot Chicago at .. 

. Special Training XXX · · · · ·" · 'time ot sighting. 
Mll.ltary $ervlc:e XXX 

. . 
~· Date of Obso~tlon April, 1952 °(after FA st er) Time 9 iqo . AM 

:· 3 •.. Locality of Observa.tlon . Drive,-In-Theatre in ·yuma~ Arizona 
I• 

'.I 

. !' ~. · How long di~ you see tho obf oct? Houn. ·Minutes Seconds :._30 seconds. to·~ minu~e · 
: ~ 

' 5. 
: ; 

'· 
7. 

a. 
! 

'· 
10. 

11. 
i. 

Please describe weather conditions end· the type of sky; I.e., bright daylight; nighttime, .dusk, etC. Night~im.e . on 
a clear cloudless evening. . 

Position of the Sun or Moon lr:t relatlon to the ObJect and to you. No Moon . . . 

If seen at night, twlllgh~, or dawn,· were th9 stari or moon visible' , ; Stars ~ere visible,, but no ·Moon •. 

Wore there more than one obfect? -No. . If so, please tell how many, and draw a.sketch of what ~u saw, Indicating 
direction of .rnovet-;k if any. .,.If::- "',h· ~ · ( .. s -~ ATTAc.lleD· ~"4 UIS f.JJe4uJ l'J~s) . ·. 
"\"~ b~~~' -- ·:·· ~=o/. . . c .e. s . " '1 . '. . 

P1~ descril>e the obfect(s) In detail. For Instance, did It (t~y) appear ~11,d, or only as a so~rce of light; was It rewlvt,ng, 
etc? Please use additional sheets of paper,· If necessary •.. , ~ Object appeared· aol:id' and selt- " :'; : 

luminated. (See type-written summary. sheet at'tached) · ' 
Wm the obJect(s) brighter than t~ background of the sky?: .',: · Y•e. . . 

If so, compare th. brigh~ with the s"", Maon, headlights, etc. ~~~j~ot was brisht, ;t>ut not -'glaring. 
. "" 

~~· ·.Did the obJect(s} -

. ca. '. ·; .. Appear to stand still at any time? :Yes 
b. · · .· Suddenly speed up and rush away cit any time? ·. 1

: Yea : · 
. c. Break up into parts or explode? / ' No ·. . 
d. Give off smoke? ; No · · · ·; 
.e. . Leave any visible trail? / , No 
f. Dropanythl~?. No . 
g. . Chango brightness? Yes, intenaitf changed when object began to· move away •.. · 

• --=· 

h. Change shape? ,.No · . . . · . · · : · . . 
• 1 • • • i. Chango color? 1Yes-c9lor changed ·from yellow-red to true, pale green· whe.n the .. ' 
! . obJ.ect ataned moms up an~ down and away. . · · . ~ · 

.. 13. · Dldthoobiect(s)atanytime pa11 lnfrontof,orbohlnd.of,a~~-lna? If so, please elaborate giving distance, 1lze,.ete,if po1Jlble. No. 
'• .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

: .. , 14'. · .. Wm there any wind? NO. . . If so, please gl~ dlrectlcin and .,Med. XIX . .. . . . 
I ; . . . . . • . . . : . ; .- . .. . . . .. . : " ~:, . :.. . 

15 •. ·. ·'Did you obser19 the obfoct(s) through an optical Instrument or other -~~d, :Nlndshleld,. windowpane;· storm window~. ~ntn8, .. 
1 I · . •tc? ·xo.~ ~ . What? . ·. ·: .'. ._ . · ;, ·:;· · ·.,.. · '. .. · . .- · · ·. 

· 16\ Qld the object(I) have ~ sound? None no.1ie0. .. What kind? . · ~~ ·; <_ ,;";, ". ;. . HoW ~? ~ '. ' : : ' 
17~ ·. Please telfinhe obfect(s) 'w. (were)~ ... ._, . 

.,. 
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18. Wm tho obj~et -

. ' : 

i 
'I 

19 • 

20. 

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 

. Self-luminoul? · The obJeot was· selt~lum,inoue • 
Dull finish? 
Roflocttng? · . , 
Transparent? 

I . . .· , ,... . . 

Did tho object(s) rise or fall while In motion? Yes--1 t rose and tell a couple ot teat.· when: ·the.· ·' 
· object eta:ted to leave. · , 

Tell the apparent size of the obfect(s) when compared with the followlng held at arm'• lengths 1 t .. was the size ot. an 
automobile at about 350 tt. away. 
a. Pinhead d. Nickel 
b. Pea e. Half dollar 
c. Dime f, Sliver dollar 

g. 
h. 

·~ 
Or, If easter, :give QPparent size In Inches on a ruler hold Gt arm's length. 

Orange 
Grapefruit 
~r;•r.; 

• j 

· 21 •. · How did you happen to notice the obJect(s)? . When stepping :out ot the car, ·'he br~ght light caught 
my at~ention.: . . · 1 • 

22 •.. Whore were you and what were you doing at the'tlme? watching a movie· in a drive-in th•atre. 

23. · ··How did the obJect(s) dlsopJ?9ar from view? It ro~e and· ·teli twioe and then began to move awa7 
·. accelerating to a tremendous speed. · ,· . 

24'. Compare the speed of the obfect(s) wtth a piston or lot alrc~Ft at the sa~ apparent altltude. This object was much 
.- · taster than anyaircratt .that ·I knew of at the time. (1952) 

25. Wore there any con~ntlonal aircraft In tho location.at the time _or lmmedfately afterwards? If ao, please ~l~n:ate. None 
. were observed ot noted. . .. 

26. · . Pl- estimate the dis~ of tho oblec!(s). between 250 .to 45~ teet .... ail87. . .. · ~ 

71. What was the elevation of tho. obiect(s) In the sky? Please mark on this hemisphere sketch: r>·~ -."'*' . '\ 
. . the object was approx. as high as a 3 story 'building. .- . . .• . 

28. Names and addresses of o.ther wltnoues, tfany. .tt.· Gerald 'Williams,. USAF, on leave trom USAF Base 
in ~ortJ.and, Ore.. Bia .homf address a:t, the. time Wa.~:..Durham, N. · c. :. . ,. .. _ . . . 

29. Please draw a mop of t~· locality of the obseryatlon s~l111 N0tth1 your P.'lltion; the direction from \fihlch tlie-obieet(s) · 
, j appeared and disappeared from view; the dhwctfon ·of Its ~urio over'tho area; roacla, tOwns,. YHIC'.1&911 ral,roacls, and other 

30. 

31.· 

32. 

33. 

landmarks within a mile. '. · ·. · · · > : ": • • ' • . · . • • ·:: " . · 

. · · (See a t•c~e4t·•.\IJl1Dllrl aheei ). . ·. . · · :.:· · 
.'; ~~ • i,., ~ I .,.. ··• ~: " . . • • . •'·.' . ~(~~. -: . ' , .". , , • 

'. ... • ,. :{"','. .· ... ;·',"···,'..' :·;~·:~:··:.i,t."> _. ·<_. ,; '.·/ll'.·''., :::- I ~~ ·; : •. : ' .;;,·~~·, '.;~~-:· 
• ,~: '!-· •. 

.. 

'· . . . 

.1~ there an airport, mflltary, govommental, or research Installation In the area? Ye~~- 1 •. Yuna Air Force Base, 
2~ Yuma ~'Teat station, 3. Civilian aj,rport. . . 

Haw you seen other ~bfocts ,of an unidentified nature? If so, please describe those observations, using a separate shoot of paper. 
. . . No. · . . . 

. Please enclose photographs, motion pictures,· nows clippings, notes ~f radio or televlslon programs (Include timo, station and 
. ·date, if possl~le) regarding this or similar observations, or any other backgr0und material. We wlll retum the material to you •. 

· we · looked aJ;ld listened in papers, on radio· and TV but found nothing ••• 

... 

I•, 

! 
; 

Were you interrogated by Air Force Investigators? By any other federal, state, county, or local officlals? If so, ~lease state 
tho namo and rank or tltle of tho agent, .. It's office,· and de~lls as to w~re and when tho questfonlng took place. We were 

questioned before midnite.that night.at the El Bancho Motel by a Capt.USAF from P.I.O. 
· Were you asked or told not· to reveal. or discuss the: Incident? If so, were any reasons or officlal orcle~ mentioned? Please 

elaborate carefully. :We were told·• that" it might· ·be· a 'good' idea not to di~cuas the inciclent I 

:-

34. 
,: l 
·; ! 
,• . ~ 

l 

35 • 
\ •' 

· with anyone. . , .· · . · · · · . 
We should like permission' to quote your' ~ In con~ti0n with this report. This action wlll encourage other responslble 
citizens to.report slmtlar observations to NICAP. Howowr, If· you prefer, we wlll keep your name ~nfldentfal. Please note · 
your Choice by checking the proper 1iatement below. ·in any c:Cue, please flll In all parts of the form, for our OWi'.' confldentlal · 

. files. Thank you for your cooperation. · · · . . · · · 

You may use my name. (l: )" · _.. '.: Pie- k~p my name confldenttal. · · ( )' ..... · 

Dateoffllllngout!l>l•~M•/30.A.ug.;~954"> :.· ... :,SI~ J_; ·~ ~~ ~. ·· &-· 
. . . . . £.!•··:-~ .. ".·:·: ·~'·i·~.:-.. I'~·· ·7 _._ 
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AIR MAIL '"' 

... . . .. 

Colonel Edward R. Diggs, US.AF '(Ret) .• ,. ". '. ·. 
1045 Shook Aven~e 

. San Antonio. T·axas ·~ 

_________ ... 
,,-

s~~··. 
dC$"C.; ,."-.. · 

• ~· 1 •• 

T .e~ Dear . ~olo.nel D~ggs: . . .. . . 

. ~ . ' ' 

-~ie ·received a report from your daughter, Mrs. Robert. 
:- .L. e~··n an ·unidentified flying objeQt (UFO) which she. 

an "L"t-• ·Gerald Williams observed at .a drive-in theater in~ 
. Yuma, Arizona in 1952. She .. 11sts the date as 'April, -sometf~e 
• · after Easter. We are writing .1-n the hope· that· you will· be· :. ~ 

·able to help us pin down the date more. precisely. · · · 

Your daughter mentioned that you. were staying in a ·motel· :: ._.:· .. 
. . while looking for a home, and---that you· were on orders at .. 

the time to take over as Commanding Ol'ficer or Yuma Air . ., 
Fore~· Base •. The weather was hot. Would it be possible .tor " 
.you to .calcul'ate the date from this· information? · · 

No. ·douot yqu are aware Qf the. Air Force policies on UFOs, 
and the official contention that no such objects exist. We .· ._ ... 

have been investigating UFO: re~orts1independently as a private, 
non-profit organization·, an'd have accumulated considerable .. · 
evidence ~o qontr~dict the official.p~sition. · 

~. . . . . . . ~ . 

As you will note on the enclosed list 0£ our Board or .· · 
. . Governors, many reputable persons (in·cluding a numb.er of ._· · 

former USAF personnel) are supporting our program or invest-: 
igation and full di'sclosur~ or reliable information to· the." ·. 
public. We \•iould ·be intereste~ ·to .have. your views on this,·,: . ·. 
matter. . · ·· . · ... · 

.. .. ::· . Ir. you would like to··have more information about· ~ICA·P//:· ... · ... · ... '. 
... "> . · ·. ··. I,-,wo~d be. glad· to supply. it.·.·· · ·: ' .. · · · :. · ....... \, · · · 

' . - ' . . - . ' . . . . . ... . . .... -. . ·,. . - , ~ - ' 

i· 
i 

. :).-' 

; .· 
' . ' '~ .. ' -
. ' .. ~. 

·· RH:h 
Encl:l 

·.·.'. 

• 4 •' 

..... 

.: . . • 

. . . .. "~ ·:' · .... ·> ........ _._., 
. • .. . 

. '• ., .. • 

.:. · ... ...;_·-. ....... 
. I 

i' 

' 

.·s1ncere~y yours, .·.·. . .. . 
.. · · .. ,. ~- _\ . . / ... . 

.. 

····-[;)J:C,, ,Q ~·\o.%L.· .... ·.:.;~:·.:::·:_·· ... · .. 

. . 

Richard .. Hall 
Acting· Dii-ector ... . ~: ......... ,· ~ . 

-..; ~ -: : . ' . ' ' ,., 
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.1ECE~VEDSEP ¥· ~ 196't . · 
. ... g· , . _: . 1045' Shook Avenue., 

. . · .- .. · . ·. : . .. :· ·: San ·Ant .. oni·o·· , T.e .. xas., 
. . . .. .. ~ ' : -2~ s.epte~ber l964. : 

Mr. ·Richard Hall, ~cting Director, 
·' Natic;>nal Investigations Commit.tee, ~EP, 

Washington 6, D. c • 

. · My, dear Mr. Hall: 

.·In response to your letter, dated September 23rd., the / 

be·s~ approxinia. tion I can .give·. yo~ a~ to the. date . of the 

alle:ged phenomenon ~s .the .16th~ · o~ 17th •. or· April, i952.···;::. · 

. A~ I aid not obs.erve t~e mBrlt~s-~ation, ther.e is li t_~·le . : 

I can adP., .except. to say ~~t .the· .~ighting_ appeared. to. ·have. ·: 
. . ' . . . . . . . ' ~ . - . 

caused quit·~ a stir ·among' thd_se· pre.sent at the drive-:tn·.·_: .,• 

· · theate·r at· th~· .. time .• -.··:. · 
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