1R6R: over Wacren Ol
m&Qﬁx mottiwitness

Reports of airline and private pilots encountering UFQs have

continued in 1968. On July 8, the pilot and passengers of a

Cessna 172 Skyhawk were approached by a UFO over Warren,

Ohio about 10:20 p.m. Two brothers, Richard and Ken Mont-

gomery, with Elizabeth Soverns and Rosalind Rians as passen-

gers, were flying at about 4,000 feet over Warren; Richard
<:;3 A\

Montgomery was at the controls.
“I noticed an object coming toward us from the direction of

Youngstown to the southeast,” he related. “I swung over. . . to 9 30 o‘:__mrgﬁbg( .
NS oA

get a closer look when the object headed directly toward our
airplane. It stopped and hung motionless in the air. . . momen- ( . >
tarily, and as our aircraft came closer, it moved swiftly upward m?\ R %Q‘M%\Q- .
and came back at us from another angle.”

Montgomery said the UFO appeared metallic and had a light
beaming from its underside. He estimated it was from six to ten
feet in diameter and from 16 to 20 feet tall.

The pilot maneuvered the plane several times, but the object

kept following at a distance of from 150 to 200 yards. Then the =
UFO “suddenly sped in an easterly direction at amazing speed M‘“’ %M‘N“rﬂ’-@* '5{'"‘&
and was quickly out of sight.”

During this encounter, control tower operators at Youngs- %A.\CKQ.;D SG\) Q-S
town Mumclpal Airport received calls from area residents con- g

cerning “a ‘dogfight’ between two aircraft in the skies over.
Warren.”

nWARREN, QHIO. PILOT SAYS UFQ 'CHASED! PLANE! - JULY- 10, 1968 - What began as a ra-
ther,ramantic alrplane flight in the moonlight Monday night erided as a nerve- waack-
‘ing experience for two Warren brothers and their dates when they encountered an un-
'identlfled flying object whlch simulated an attack, on the aircraft at.an altitude
of - ‘about’ 4,000 foetase Rlchard (chk) Montgomery, a Warren pilot who holds an FAA
commercial llcenseﬁ.. "We were cruising over the west side of Warren about 10:20PM
headed east when I nothed an obaect coming toward us from the direction of Young-
town to the southeast. "I swung over in that dlreotion to get a closer look when
the object headed directly toward our airplanpe. It stopped and hung motionless in
the air at an altitude of about 4,000 ft. ‘momentarily and as our aircraft came
closer it. moved swiftly upward and came back at us from another angle." The pilot
descrlbad the. UFO as CYLINDRICAL in shape, ‘of metallic composition with a muffled
- light beaming from underneath.‘ He said it was from 16 to 20 feet from top to bot-
tom, from six to 10 feet in diameter .and was poised in a vertical position during
its flight. Montgomery said that. although the object was cylindrical in shape, the
metal sides had a sort of an octagonal appearance. "I sent my aircraft into sev-
-eral maneuvers and the UFO kept following me, staying a distance of 150 to 200 yds.
away all the time. After several maneuvers which simulated a military dogfight the
object suddenly sped in an easterly direction at amazing speed and was quickly out
-of sight." _
. SOURCE: WARREN OHIO TRIBUNE -
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Mr. R. H. Hall

NICAP

1536 Connecticut Avenue N.W.
Washington, D. C., 20036

Dear Dick:

Thanks for sending me those specimen-pages of the
new report. One comment I might make concerns the
September 1966 case near Sebring, Florida. Pilots in-
side aircraft seldom hear any but enormously loud noises
outside; for this reason, O'Connor's report of the "sing=
ir; noise" from the UFO seems suspect. I also find the
melodramatic notion of shooting with a revolver from the
aircraft as suspect. Are you sure that the protocols of
tnat case are strong enough to warrant inclusion?

I do think that the Ravenna case warrants quite a
bit more space than you've given it. And, since NICAP
couldn't publish Weitzel's lengthy study, that might be
still another reason to give it more attention. Also,
I believe that not nearly enough stress is given to
Wayne Houston's report. He stated to me that, after he
heard the radio traffic about the chase and went out on
the highway, he was looking towards the northwest when
he saw the patrol car and UFO zipping down towards him.
That emphatically rules out the Venus explanation. I
confronted Quintanilla with that point, you may recall.
Th.t was when Hector agreed to change it to "unidenti-
fied." He never did, of course. But that Houston
report seems to me to be of such critical importance
that it might warrant editorial change, if you aren A
past the point of no return on that.

The Warren, Ohio case of 7/8/68 does indeed appear
to be a good one, much better than I guessed when I took
a chance on beginning to do telephone checks on it a few
weeks back. I'll summarize briefly here, for NICAP file-
reference, some of the things that I have found.

1) I spoke for about an hour on the phone with
Richard K. Montgomery on November 27. I would rate
him as a good witness, not perfect but adequate. As
you may know, he is a 24-year-old law student at Akron
University. He described his efforts to try to maneuver
into a position where he could get his landing -lights on
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the object to see the non-luminous upper portions. He
thinks he might have spent around five minutes pursuing
it, finally giving up because the maneuvers were getting
the two girls airsick.

He said the object was elongated vertically
(prismatic) with flat sides, a light in the lower end.
It stopped once or twice dead still, and he almost
rammed it on one of those occasions. He indicated that
he tried to climb up to it, dive onto it, and circle
around it in the effort to get the lights on it.

After a number of maneuéers on his part, he
decided to give up the pursuit. It is his recollection
that the object then circled him a couple of times (but
this is not borne out by ground observer comments). '
Then the object suddenly dropped a bit, climbed fast,
and disappeared off in an easterly direction.

Comparing Montgomery's descriptions with those
of the witnesses on the ground whom I have now inter-
viewed, the understandable confusion of changing frame
of reference evidently threw Montgomery off a good bit.
His compass directions and the reported maneuvers were
not well matched by the observers on the ground. How-
ever, it seems significant that the stopping, the light
on the bottom, and the sudden rapid departure terminat-
ing the incident are all consistent between Montgomery's
report and those of the ground observers.

As soon as he landed, he contacted Youngstown
Municipal Airport, and he also notified the Youngstown
Air Force Reserve. FAA had no visual or radar reports
on it. No one from the Air Force ever interviewed him
nor any of the other witnesses, as nearly as I've been
able to tell to date. From Montgomery, I learned the
name of one other ground witness, Price, and through
Montgomery, I got the names of two other ground observers
in a different part of the town, who were known to the
operator of the small airport where Montgomery keeps his
plane (Fieldhouse). :

2) I called Mr. Donald C. Price on 11/30 and got
his account. . He had been at a birthday party at the
home of Mr. Laurie Murto in northeastern Warren, along
with seven other persons. They happened to see the
object coming in from a southerly quarter, moving
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erratically and occasionally stopping. It didn't seem
to follow a straight course, would dart back and forth.
They saw the aircraft come in and attempt various
maneuvers before the object flashed out of sight. It
was Price's recollection that it went north. He never
saw the object circle the plane, but he thought it
stopped twice. He saw no shape, just the yellowish-
orange light. He thought they had it in sight a total
of 10-20 minutes, seemed a long time.

He has known Montgomery since Dick was a boy
and regards him as reliable and entirely straight-
forward. He did not know it was Montgomery's plane
until it came out in the papers a day or two later.
He did not think it was possible that this could have
been a balloon, despite press comments to that effect
when someone anonymously claimed to have released a
hot-air balloon.

3) From Price, I got the name of his host, Mr.
Laurie J. Murto, whom I phoned on 11/30. He, too,
recalled the erratic motions and the stopping of the
UFO. He did not think it could have been a balloon,
particularly because of the rapid departure towards
a direction that he put at the northeast. He did not
think it ever circled the plane. The light on the
bottom was not like a, flame, but more like a light
bulb, he thought.

4) I also interviewed Mrs. Murto by phone. She
recalled that the object came to a stop one time while
the plane was quite close to it and almost hit it.

She could not recall that the object ever flew around
the aircraft, but described a number of maneuvers that
matched some of Montgomery's remarks. She did not
think it could have been a balloon. She said that
everybody at the party agreed that it was some very
unusual object.

I got the names of the other guests, but have
not interviewed them. ‘

5) On 12/10, I interviewed Mr. Glen C. Saylor,
whose name I got through Fieldhouse. Fieldhouse is a
foreman at the Packard Electric Company (GM subsidiary)
in Warren and was the one who had mentioned to
Montgomery that two plant workmen (Saylor and Reifinger)
had seen the unknown and the aircraft when they went
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outside for a break that evening.

yellowish—white color,

became more orange. ) ; :
out of the south, and noticed its peculia

The light was not like a flame,

; ; b, of
r compared the light to a l}ght bulb,
-y o except when it brightened and

hey had seen it coming in from
o r dead stops.

but more like a street

light, not terribly bright.

north and circle below it,
ta. it

T

all plane come in from the

They saw tbe i bzfore trying to climb up
“it. The plane and the UFO were then east of-tgfmogﬁ
HG Cnought stuat-rtne totueausdaoin U h@atatin®iides
‘of the aircraft might have been five minutes out of
the twenty that they might have had it in sight, in
total. Most of that duration was before the airplane
came up.

,

He does not recall the object circling the
aircraft, but he does recall the object stopping more
than once. in the period that the aircraft was pursuing
it.

: ‘The object finally headed due east, as he
recalls, climbing out and becoming like a star in a
few tens of seconds. ' :

They reported it to Plant Security personnel,
who notified Youngstown Municipal. ;-

Saylor was emphatic in saying he did not think
the object could have been a balloon. He said he had
never seen anything like it. '

6) On 12/11, I interviewed Thomas G. Reifinger..
His account matched Saylor's rather well. He emphasized
the object was coming in very slowly at first and seemed
.to stop intermittently. He thought that it had stopped
for about 5 or 10 seconds just before the aircraft
‘reached its vicinity. He and Saylor never saw the
‘shape, just the light. He ‘estimated the duration of
the maneuvers of the aircraft around the object at
about five minutes.

: ‘When it left towards the east, he said it left

"faster than anything I've ever seen." He put the dura-
tion of the departure at only 2 or 3 seconds. He thought
it went out level, rather than climbing. He thought it.
|
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was out of the question that the object could have been
a balloon. :

'7) I have tried to get Elizabeth Soverns in Winter-
haven, Florida, the girl who was in the front seat beside
R. K. Montgomery. No one answered at the Soverns' resi=-
dence when I called on 12/11.

That's a quick rundown on the highlights of what I've
found. It comes to four persons in the airplane, plus two
groups of independent observers on the ground (8 in one
party, 2 in the other). If we take the press accounts as
meaningful interviews with the other passengers in the air-
craft, then we seem to have a total of 14 persons who saw
this event from different vantage points. There are the
usual discrepancies between accounts, but the consistent
factors are as follows:

1) An object with a light at its base moves in an
erratic fashion characterized by occasional dead stops.

2) An aircraft maneuvers near it for a number of
minutes, during which it is stationary at least once.

3) At the end of about five minutes of maneuvering,
the unknown moves with excessive speed in an eastward or
northeastward direction and passes out of sight.

I think those do make a fairly strong UFO case out of
this one, and it's good that the case will be featured in
the forthcoming NICAP publication.

Incidentally, please tell Ted that I checked the weather
data for the Herman, Minnesota area in the period of the Bruns
incident, and there was no snowfall. I thought I had that in
my summary notes, but I guess that was omitted. {QQ‘“*? a%ﬂ%ﬁzzgz

Another point unrelated to any of the above: 1In your
forthcoming report, you have the Johnson case of 4/23/66
near Clarinda, Iowa. I haven't checked my files to see just
what it was I sent you after talking with Johnson and the
sheriff's deputy, but there was one point in that entire
story that bothered me a bit. . I find it hard to understand
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how Johnson could have simply gone back to béd after watching
the unearthly object down in the corner of his field. He

explained that the only other person in the farmhouse was
his elderly mother, whom he did not awaken. I can understand
-that, but I can't quite see just going back to bed. I'll con-

cede that a lot of UFO witnesses have done some pretty strange
things, though.

Rggards,‘

}.ﬁ Cg%;::.E. McDonald

JEM/msx ’
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‘Spots Object Over Warren

Warren Pilot Says
UFO ‘Chased’ Plan

What began 43( a‘r_\hel To-
mantic airplane in the
moonlight Monday - mg ed
as a nerve -wracking expenence
for two Warren brothers and
their dates when they encoun-
tered an unidentified flying ob-
ject which simulated an attack
jon the aircraft at an altitude of
|about 4,000 feet over the south-
east section of Warren.

The details of the incident,
which bear out the much -used
phrase that “truth is often
strangerthan fiction,”” were re-|
lated By Richard ~(Dick)" Mont-
gcmery. a Warren p110t who

\____\* ’

/

holds an FAA~ commew!dl li-
cense.

Montgomery, a 24 -year -old
Tdw_student at Akron Univer
sity, was piloting his bwn Cess-
na 172 Skyhawk with his broth-
er Ken, a senior at Youngstowr
State University, and their twc
girl friends, Elizabeth Soverns
Winter Haven, Fla.,, and Rosa
lind Rians, Silver Lake, O., a
passengers. >

Descrlbes Incldent

——Here is the way Montgomer‘

(Please Turn To Page 11, Column 1
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iSpots Object Over Warren

Warren Pilot Says

&

T

UFO ‘Chased’ Plane

(Continued From Page One)
related details of the Monday
night incident:

“We were cruising over the
west side of Warren about
10:20 p.m. headed east when I
noticed an object coming to-
ward us from the direction of
Youngstown to the southeast.

“1 swung over in that direc-
tion to get a closer look when
the object headed directly to-
ward our airplane. It stopped
and hung motionless in the air
at an altitude of about 4,000
feet momentarily and as our
aircraft came closer it moved
swiftly upward and came back
at us from another angle.”

The pilot described the UFO
as cylindrical in shape, of me-
tallic composition with a muf-
fled light beaming from un-
derneath, He said it was from
16 to 20 feet from top to bot-
tom, from six to 10 feet in
diameter and was poised in a
vertical  position  durings its
flight. Montgomery said that al-
though the object was cylin-
drieal in shape, the metal sides
had a sort of an octagonal ap-
pearance. x

Says It Followed Plane

“I sent my aircraft into sev-
eral maneuvers and the UFO
kept following me, staying a
distance of 150 to 200 yards

eral maneuvers which simu-
lated a military ‘dogfight’ the
object suddenly sped in an east-
erly direction at amazing
speed and was quickly out of
sight,”” Montgomery said.

The pilot, who earned his li-
cense about five years ago,
said he had been flying for
more than six years and ac-
cumulated several hundred
hours of flying time,

“In all my experience I have
never seen anything like what
we saw Monday night, and I
don’t think I want to have that
kind of an experience again,"”
he commented.

The pilot said he landed his
aireraft at Warren Airways
field (Skeets- Field) at .South-
ington and notified the control
tower at Youngstown Municipal
Airport of the incident.

Montgomery said the staff on
duty there had received several
calls from area residents who
reported seeing what they de-
scribed as a ‘“‘dogfight”  be-
tween two aircraft in the skies
over the southeast section of
Warren,

The pilot also ‘made a teportu
to the U.S. Air Force 0Ef1cnals|
at the YMA base there.

The Montgomery hbrothess,
both graduates of Harding High
School, are sons of Mr. and

Mrs. L. O. Montgomery, 1755

away all the time. After sev-
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Warren Pilot

£ Chases UFO

> MondayNight!

~+4 WARREN—Richard Montgo-
= mery, 24, of 1755 Maplewood’

e

Ave., a commercial pilot with,

) over 500 hours flying time, has
L) reported *playing tag” with an!

RECEIV

unidentified flying objeet north-|
west of Warren at 10:30 p.m.
Monday night. [

Montgomery, flying a Cessna
Skyhawk, departed from War-
ren Airport at Southington
about 9:30 p.m., accompanied
by his brother, Kenneth, 21,
Elizabeth Soverns of Winter-
haven, Fla., and Roslyn Rians
of Silver Lake, Ohio.

At 2,000 feet altitude, Montgo-
mery says, hesaw a silver
cylinder-type object directly
above him with a “bright light™
underneath. He said it was fly-
ing in a vertical manner and he
turned toward it to see if he
could identify it.

The object climbed to about
4,000 feet but dodged Montgo-
mery's attempts to turn his land-
ing lights on it, he said. Mont-
gomery said he checked with
the airport and was told several’

_persons reported a plane chas-
ing an unidentified object.
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July 16, 1968

Mr. Richard Meontgomery
1755 Maplewood Avanue
Warren, Pa.

Dear Mr. Montgomery:

It has recently come to our attention that you have made a sighting of an
unidentified flying object while flying your own plase on July 8th. We are
enclosing four of our standard report forms for you and the other three
witnessges to £fill out and return to us at your earliest canvenience. Pleage
ix:;elnde individual sketches of the object, giving as much detail as you are
able.

We ﬁeaﬁv appreociate your assistance and cooperation in this matter and
are looking forward to hoaring from you in the neaz future.

Sincerely yours,

Diana 8. Knop
Stxff Assistant

DWSK:k
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It might be worth my pointing out that I've adopted a
criterion for deciding whether I expend precicus telephone
money on checking particular cases, at least under present
conditions. If it has some direct bearing on the forthcoming
Colorado report, I proceed. If it's a multiple-witness case
that bears on some one of the several special categories that
I am trying to get more data on, I proceed with the call. But
if (as in the Brundage case, the Funk case, the Rotenberger
case, etc.) it involves a single witness without unusual
claims to credibility on some score, I figure I can't afford
toc check it, at present.

A case that I did spend some phone-money on yesterday is

one that I'd like very much to have you take g—peel~at in the
files. From George Earley, in last week'seceived a
¢ 19686,

clipping on a Warren, Ohio, case of July 8 wo nights
ago, I phoned the principal witness, a pilot—safed Montgomery,
and talked with him at some length. The sighting involved

three other witnesses in the plane, and Montgomery explained
that two different groups of people on the ground saw him
involved in a "dog-fight" with the object. After weighing
everything that he reported, I am left with the slight suspi-
cion that it might have been a gas-filled plastic bag of the
prank type. That suspicion is not strong, since several circum-
stances rule it out, if they can be supported. The principal
one is that Montgomery asserts that, after he ceased dog-fight-
ing with it, the object flew around him in two or three complete
circles. Also, he claims that it came in fast and left fast,
before and after the dog-fighting, and he claims that it
climbed out, on final disappearance, heading back towards
Youngstown. An anonymous telephone call to the local paper a
year or so later claimed to be from a person who had released

a gas balloon. You will recall Ruppelt describing some alleged
Air Force tests in which experienced pilots tried to intercept
balloons with lights on them. I am prepared to believe a fair
share of the illusions of movement that Ruppelt reported. Fly-
ing in the dark, without a clear-cut reference system, a pilot
would surely make many errors of misinterpretation. However, if
some of the ground observers had a good opportunity to perceive
the absolute motion of the object, the case may still come
through as a strong one. %

Hence, if you have anything in the files on that one
(Montgomery recalled that a Washington UFO group contacted him
for information), I'd be interested to get it. I should add
that I haven't given you anything like a full account of all
the circumstances here. It had a rather bright light in the
bottom (hard to square with a prankster's balloon), and the
sides of the object were prismatic (octagonal).
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Mr. Richard K. Montgomery
1755 Maplewood N.E.
Warren,AOhio, 44481

Dear chk-=ﬂ

Thanks for having Fieldhouse send me those names. I
have now :interviewed ‘Glen C. Saylor and Thomas G. Relflnger,
the two men who observed the inc;dent from the Packard
Electrlc plant. N

Thelr accounts Jibed rather well with those of the other
ground observers, supporting ‘the momentary halting of the
unidentified object, its rapid final departure, and the
maneuvers of “the aircraft in attempting to get near the
object.

Saylor and Reifinger watched the unidentified light mov-
ing in from a southerly direction for 10 or 15 minutes before
it got up in their vicinity. They:said-it stopped several
times en route. They, like the other ground observers, never
saw, the object circle you. Hence, I think it is a reasonable
conclus;on that, in your fast maneuvering, you were attribut-
ing to the.unknown object motions that were really a_result
of your alrcraft,s :movements. MR -

There 1s dlfference in interpretation of the direction
towards which the object left. Whereas ‘you said it went
back to the southeast, Price thought it went north or north-
east. Reifinger and Saylor said it went east or east-north-
east.

I could go into more detail, but the main point is that
there is a consistent core of observational evidence here,
suggesting that one is dealing with an entirely unconventional
object of some sort. Both ground and air observers concur in
the momentary dead stops and the unconventionally fast depar-
ture.

I tried today to locate Elizabeth Soverns. I got a tele-
phone listing of a Soverns residence in Winterhaven, Florida,
but no one was at home. I shall probably make a further
attempt to locate her. ~

In looking over my notes from my interview with you, I
realize that I didn't ask you explicitly whether you did ever
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succeed in getting your landing-lights squarely on this object.
Would it be possible for you to send me a note on that point?

You mentioned that a Washington group had contacted you.
I just got from NICAP (Washington, D.C.) rough page-proof of
a forthcoming report they are putting out. I note, with
pleasure, that they have a brief account of your case. It's
a significant case, and I am communicating to them some of
the supporting evidence that I have found.

I hope you will thank Mr. Fieldhouse for his assistance,
when you next see him.

I am going to be speaking on the UFO problem to a meeting
of aviation writers in Dallas in a couple of days, and I'll
probably recount your interesting experience.

Best regards,

James E. McDonald

JEM/msx

P.S. I enclose a stamped and addressed envelope for your use
in sending me a note on that point about the landing
lights. .

J. E. M.
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TYPE e Four place
DESIGNATION o 172

SPECIFICATIONS e¢ Span 36 ft;
Length 25 ft.; Height 8 ft. 6 in.;
Empty Weight 1260 1b.; Gross Weight
2200 lb.; Wing Loading 12.6 lb. per
sq. ft.; Power Loading 15.2 lb. per

302
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bhp; Engines Continental 0-300-A (6-
cylinder), 145 hp; Fuel Capacity 42.
U.S. gal.; Propeller all metal fixed
pitch; Wing Area 175 sq. ft,

PERFORMANCE e Maximum Speed
135 mph .at 145 hp at sea levelj: .
Cruise Speed 124 mph at maximum: |
recommended cruise, 7500 ft. @ 70% -
power; Rate of climb 660 fpm at sea
level; Service Ceiling 13,300 frns
Range with Maximum Payload 51%
mi. or 4.2 hours at 124 mph troe air -
speed. Range with Maximum Fuel
Load 620 mi. or 6.4 hours with true
air speed of 97 mph. :

REMARKS

Model 172 was introduced in 1956 with

new “Land-O-Matic” gear to make flying

easier primarily for businessmen learning

to fly. The low center of gravity allowed

by the new type gear provides excellent

maneuverability, ease of landing and

ground handling. The all metal airplane
is also equipped with *“Para-Lift” flaps for

greater lift on take-off runs and slow, easy

descent when landing.
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