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Reports of airline and private pilots encountering UFOs have 
continued in 1968. On July 8, the pilot and passengers of a 
Cessna l 72 Skyhawk were approached by a UFO over Warren, 
Ohio about 10:20 p.m. Two brothers, Richard and Ken Mont
gomery, with Elizabeth Soverns and Rosalind Rians as passen
gers, were flying at about 4,000 feet over Warren; Richard 
Montgomery was at the controls. 

" I noticed an object coming toward us from the direction of 
Youngstown to the southeast," he related. "I swung over ... to 
get a closer look when the object headed directly toward our 
airplane. It stopped and hung motionless in the air ... momen
tarily, and as our aircraft came closer, it moved swiftly upward 
and came back at us from another angle." 

Montgomery said the UFO appeared metallic and had a light 
beaming from its underside. He estimated it was from six to ten 
feet in diameter and from I 6 to 20 feet tall. 

The pilot maneuvered the plane several times, but the object 
kept following at a distance of from 150 to 200 yards. Then the 
UFO "suddenly sped in an easterly direction at amazing speed 
and was quickly out of sight." 

During this encounter, control tower operators at Youngs
town Municipal Airport received calls from area residents con
cerning "a 'dogfight' between two aircraft in the skies over ... 
Warren." 
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wARRE°:fi~:< o.Iri:o :'. pri,ar:: .SAYs .. 1'.JFo ·1cHASEDJ "PLANEl · .:. JULY, 10, 1968 - w'h~t · began as a ra-
.. . th~r~

1

. ro.milritfo
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air.plaile., flight in the m9onlight Mo~day nig~t ended as a nerve- wnack
:-ing _ .'e.xpe~ience f_or .two" Wcµ-ren brothers· an~ th13l.r da'·(es .when they encountered an un-
. identified_: flying ohjec.f' :which .: s;i.mUJ.,ated an attack'., ori the airor~ft at; .. an altitude 
of· :about. 4,0bb i'.e.et... . Richard: '(Dick). Montgomery, aJ Warren· pilot who . holds an FAA -. . . . . . . . . . .. \ _. . . ~ . . . 
c ommer'cial lice.pse.. • 11We were. ,crni sing over ... t};le we. st-_ side of Warren about 10: 20PM 

.he~deO. . east when I 
1

not;i.c:t~i:(ari' · ob.)~ct/c'oming toward._:us <rrom the direction of Young
tqwn to tlie : "sout~east.-. 0 :t 'swung .over 'in :that d~rection' , to get a closer l ook when 
the object heaped dir.ac-tly t'oward our ai.rpla'.o.e • . It stopped a.r;id hung moti'onless in 
the air at .. an .·altitude of. ,about. 4,000 ..ft • . momentarily and a~ our aircraft. came 
c],os~r it . .moved swiftly upyard, and came b.a~k. ~-t" " us from. another angle • 11 The pilot 
describ~d thEf .. UFO as CY+.INDRICAL ?- .~ .. shapeL of metallic , composition with a muffl ed 
light beaming from underneath. . He ,~aid it w~s from 16 to 20 feet from top to bot-
"tom; froni six to 10 ,.fest in diainete:r\ -~nd _was poise.d in a vertical position during 
its fllght • . Montgomery said ·that :alt.hough the object was cylindrical in shape, the 
metal· sides had a sort · of an octagonai appearance . "I sent ·my aircraft into sev

· ·eral. maneuve~s . .i:tnd the .UFo '.~ept ' follow:i,P,.g' .m'.e, staying a distance of r5·0 to 200 yds . 
away all the .time. After several maneuvers which simulated a military dogfight the 

· object suddenly sped in an easterly dlrec.tion .. at amazing speed and was quickly out 
~ of sight. 11 _ > . 

. SOURCE: WARREN, OHJO TRIBUNE - ··-;. ... . . . - -·· . ... .. .. . . 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
T U C S 0 N, A R I Z 0 N A 85721 

JNSTJT.UTE OP ATMOSPHBRIC PHYSICS 

Mr. R. H. Hall 
NI CAP 
1536 Connecticut Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D. C., 20036 

De ar Dick: 

December 

Thanks for sending me those spe cimen-pages of the 
new report. One comment I might make concerns the 
September 1966 case near Sebring, Florida. Pilots in
side aircraft seldom hear any but enormously loud noises 
ou t side; for this reason, O'Connor's report of the "sing
ir~ · ~ noise" from the UFO seems suspect. I also find the 
mel odramatic notion of shooting with a revolver from the 
a i r craft as suspect. Are you sure that the protocols of 
tna t case are strong enough to warrant inclusion? 

I do think that the Ravenna case warrants quite a 
bit more space than you've given it. knd, since NICAP 
coul dn't publish weitzel's lengthy study, that might be 
s ti l l another reason to give it more attention. Also, 
I be lie ve that not nearly enough stress is g iven to 
Wayne Houston's report. He stated to me t h a t, after he 
heard the radio traffic about the chase and went out on 
the highway, he was looking towards the northwest when 
he saw the patrol car and UFO zipping down towa rds him. 
Tha t emphatically rules out the Venus explanation. I 
confronted Quintanilla with that point, you may r e call. 
Th .... t was when Hector agreed to change it to "unidenti
f ~ed ." He never did, of course. But tha~ Houston 
re~ort seems to me to be of such critical importance 
that it might warrant editorial change, if you aren't 
past the point of no return on that. · 

The Warren, Ohio case of 7/8/68 does indeed appear 
to be a good one, much better than I guessed when I took 
a chance on beginning to do telephone checks on it a f ew 
weeks back. I'll summarize briefly here, for NICAP file
reference, some of the things that I have found. 

1) I spoke for about an hour on the phone wi t h 
Richard K. Montgomery on November 27. I would rate 
him as a good witness, not perfect but adequate. As 
you may· know, he is a 24-year-old law student at Akron 
University. He described his efforts to try to maneuver 
into a position where he could get his landing.lights on 
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the object to see the non-luminous upper portions. He 
thinks he might have spent around five minutes pursuing 
it, finally giving up because the maneuvers were getting 
the two girls airsick. · 

He said the object was elongated vertically 
(prismatic) with flat sides, a light in the lower end. 
It stopped once or twice dead still, and he almost 
rammed it on one of.those occasions. He indicated that 
he tried· to climb up to it, dive onto it, and circle 
around it in the effort to get the lights on it. 

After a number of maneu~ers on his part, he 
decided to give up the pursuit. It is his recollection 
that the object then circled him a couple of times (but 
this is not borne out by ground observer comments). 
Then the object suddenly dropped a bit, climbed fast, 
and disappeared off in an east7rly direction. 

Comparing Montgomery's descriptions with those 
of the witnesses on the ground whom I have now inter
viewed, the understandable confusion of changing frame 
of reference evidently threw Montgomery off a good bit. 
His compass directions and the reported maneuvers were 
not well matched by the observers on the ground. How
ever, it seems significant that the stopping,, the light 
on the bottom, and the sudde~ rapid departure terminat
ing the incident are all consistent betwe.en Montgomery's 
report and those 0£ the ground observers. 

As soon as he landed, he contacted Youngstown 
Municipal Airport, and he also notified the Youngstown 
Air Force Reserve. FAA had no visual or radar reports 
on it. No one from the Air Force ever interviewed him 
nor any of the other witnesses, as nearly as I've been 
able to tell to date. From Montgomery, I learned the 
name of one other ground witness, Price, and through . 
Montgomery, I got the names of two other ground observers 
in' a different part of the town, who were known to the 
operator of the small airport where Montgomery keeps his 
plane (Fieldhouse). · 

2) I called Mr. Donald c. Price on 11/30 and got 
his account •. He had been at a birthday party at the · 
home of Mr. Laurie Murto in northeastern Warren, along 
with seven other per~ons. They happened to see the 
object coming in from a southerly quarter, moving 
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erratically and occasionally stopping. It didn't seem 
to follow a straight course, would dart back and forth. 
They saw the aircraft come in and attempt various 
maneuvers before the object flashed out of sight. It 
was Price's recollection that it went north. He never 
saw the object circle the plane, but he thought it 
stopped twice. He saw no shape, just the yellowish
orange light. He thought they had it in sight a total 
of 10-20 minutes, seemed a long time. 

He has known Montgomery since Dick was a boy 
and regards him as reliable and entirely straight
forward. He did not know it was Montgomery's plane 
until it came ou~ in the papers a day or two later. 
He did not think it was possible that this could have 
been a balloon, despite press comments to that effect 
when someone anonymously claimed to have released a 
hot-air balloon. 

3) From Price, I got the name of his host, Mr. 
Laurie J. Murto, whom I phoned on 11/30. He, too, 
recalled the erratic motions and the stopping of the 
UFO. He did not think it could have been a balloon, 
particularly because of the rapid departure towards 
a 'direction that he put a~ the northeast. He did not 
think it ever circled the plane. The·light on the 
bottom was not like a.flame, but more like a·light 
bulb, he tho~ght. 

i 

4) I also interviewed Mrs. Murto by phone. She 
recalled that the object came to a stop one time while 
the plane was quite close to it and almost hit it. 
She could not recall that the object ever flew around 
the aircraft, but described a number of maneuvers .that 
matched some of Montgomery's remarks. She did not 
think it could have been.a balloon. She said that 
everybody at the pa~ty agreed that it was some very 
unusual object. 

I got the names of the other quests, but have 
not interviewed them. · 

5) On 12/10, I interviewed Mr. Glen c. Saylor, 
whose name I got through Fieldhouse. Fieldhouse is a 
foreman at the Packard Electric Company· (GM subsidiary) 
in Warren and was the one who had mentioned to 
Montgomery that two plant workmen (Saylor and Reifinger) 
had seen the unknown and the aircraft when they went 
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outside for a break that eveni~g. 

• . .. . 
·. . .. ~ . . . 

Saylor compare1the light to a light bulb, of 
yellowish-white color·, except when ~t .bri~htei:ied f and 
became more orange. They had ~een it c~ming in rom 
out of the south, and noticed its peculiar.dead stops. 
The light was not like a flame, but mo~e like a street 
lignt, not terribly bright. 

They.saw the small plane com~ in from.the 
north and circle below it, before trying to climb up 
t . it. The plane· and the UFO w~re then .ea~~ o~- th:m· 1 .• 

04 l' --11ou(-=n·1· -t-i-.=i"-. .+·n·~ _ ..... o .. ·· 1 1ou·""" .. ·--..,..~,--~. -~-'hn-.,!rrtl"\ft\~,r~r~··s 
TT ,i.1. • l- ::r i.. 1-....... ~ 4,0.- r'- ~ ·~ L. ...... a. ""~ '--"-".1." ·u .1.. "( .• t.l..!o' · nn.~ • • -... l!V'-=.L 

·of the aircraft might have been five minutes out of 
the twenty that they might have h~d it in sight, in 
total. Most of that duration was before the airplane 
came up. 

He does not recall the object circling the 
aircraft, but he does recall the object stopping more 
than once. in the period that the aircraft was pursuing 
it. 

-The object finally headed due east, as he 
recalls, climbing out and becoming like a star in a 
few tens of seconds. · 

They reported it to Plant Security personnel, 
who notified You~gstown Municipal. 

Saylor was emphatic in saying he did not think 
the object could have been a balloon. He said he had 
never seen anything ~ike it. 

6) On 12/11, I interviewed Thomas G. Reifinger •. 
His account matched Saylor's rather well. He emphasized 
the object was coming in very slowly at first and· seemed 

.to stop intermittently. He thought that it had stopped 
for about 5 or 10 seconds just before the aircraft 

!reached its vicinity. He and Saylor never saw the 
shape, just the light. He ·estimated the duration of 
the maneuvers of the aircraft around the object at 
about five minutes. 

, ·when it left towards the east, he said it left 
:"faster than anything I've ever seen." He put the qura
,tion of the departure at only 2 or 3 seconds. He thought 
lt went out level, rather than climbi~g. He thought it. 

.. 
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was out of the question that the object could have been 
a balloon. 

· 7) I have tried to get Elizabeth Soverns in Winter
haven, Florida, the girl who was in the front seat beside 
R. K. Montgomery. No one answered at the Soverns' resi
dence when I called on 12/11. 

That's a quick rundown on the highlights of what I've 
found. It comes to four persons in the airplane, plus two 
groups of independent observers on the ground (8 in one 
party, 2 in the other). If we take the press accounts as 
meaningful interviews with the other passengers in the air
craft, then we seem to have a tot~l of 14 persons who saw 
this event from different vantage points. There are the 
usual discrepancies between accounts, but the consistent 
factors are as follows: 

1) An object with a light at its base moves in an 
erratic fashion characterized by occasional dead stops. 

2) An aircraft maneuvers near it for a number of 
minutes, during which it is stationary at least once. 

3) At the end of about five minutes of maneuvering, 
the unknown moves with excessive speed in an eastward or 
northeastward direction and passes out of sight. 

I think those do make a fairly strong UFO case out of 
thi s one, and it's good that the case will be featured in 
the forthcoming NICAPp.iblication. 

Incidentally, please tell Ted that I checked the weather 
data for the Herman, Minnesota area in the period of the Bruns 
incident, and there was no snowfall. I thought I had that in 

·-·· ... ···~ 

my summary notes, but I ·guess that was omitted. (_ :1 _/ • _· j- ~~2 -<. <<--v<-7 v7~--~· 

Another point unrelated to .any of the a bove: In your 
forthcoming report, you have the Johnson case of 4/23/66 
near Clarinda, Iowa. I haven't checked my files to see just 
what it was I sent you after ta·lking with Johnson and the 
sheriff's deputy, but there was one point in that entire 
story that bothered me a· bit • . I find it hard to understand 
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how Johnson could have simply gone back to bed after watching 
the unearthly object down in the corner of his field. He 
explained that the only other person in the farmhouse was 
his elderly mother, whom he did not awaken. I can understand 

·that, but I can't quite see just going back to bed. I'll con
cede that a ~ot of UFO witnesses have done some pretty strange 
things, though. 

JEM/msr 
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R~qards, 

C .E. McDonald 
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More Detail Needed 

L_sand gr , 

__ Character/Background Check 

Refer to Subcommittee 

_ Refer to Local Investigator 

__ Request Photos/Negatives 

Astro Check 

Fireball Check 

Weather Check 

Latter 

eaponsi
bihh 

[p t:-

Other _________ _ 

__ Structural Details 

__ New er Unusual Shape 

__ Lights 

Beam of Light 

__ Propulsion 

~Flight Charact•rietics 

__ Satellite Objects 

__ Physical Effects 

Physiological Effects 

/ Near Landing/Cl.,59 Appruch 

__ Landing 15o~d~. 

__ Reaction to Light 

_Occupants 

PATTERN STUDIES 

un y 

Date Rec 1d -7/1 S-/b'?" 

Colorado: - Date sent ________ _ 

_Subcommittee: Date Sent ______ _ 

_UFOE II or ~nvestigator ______ _ 

_Personnel Liet(s) _________ _ 

Other 
-----------------~ 

FROBABLE IOENTIFICATION 

~Star/planet 

__Met 1 logical 

_Fireball 

_Aircraft 

_Balloon 

Sat 

~Secrecy or Covel"'"up 

_Foreign 

Phot•/Negs Submitted 

Sent for Anelysis 

~Instruments 

E-M Effects 

____Hover-Accel111rata 

_Formatit11ns 

_6zz or Pace Aircraft 

__ Buzz or Pace Car, Truck, etc. 

_Other 11 Intelligent11 Reaction 

_Animals 

~Unusual Weather 

_Radar 

WITNESSES (Typo,- thnroughn•ss, 1ntell19enoe, literacy, ete.): w·, -\-re SS" ; ) d-\{ 
1 
t0J 6'c::t:::J hbwJ\S 

-'2'-~~05 ±lme. 
ANALYST'S Ca-IMENTS (Notes 11n internal lno.,nsistencies, weak points, str•ng points, reasltns why probably ident1f1abl111, etc.): 
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Spots Object Over Warren - ~~ 

Warren ~ilot Says j 
UFO 'Chased' Pia~/ - ......__ .. 

What b~g~a~~er ro- holds an FAA commercial 1i· 
mantic airplane· f~t 1n the cense. 
moonlight Monda~ ·rugh'C"'~ed Montgomery, a 24 -year -old 
as a nerve -wracking exper1enc~ student at Akron Univer· 
for two Warren brothers and • 
their dates when they encoun- sity, wai. piloting ~is b~n Cess
tered an unidentified flying ob· na 172 Skyhawk, with his broth
ject which simulated an attack er Ken, ~ sen!or at Youn~stown 
on the aircraft at an altitude of State University, and their twc 
about 4 000 feet over the south· girl friends, Elizabeth Soverns 
east se~tion of Warren. Winter Haven, Fla., and Rosa· 

The details of the incident, !ind Rians, Silver Lake, 0., a! 
which bear out the much -used passengers. 
phrase that "truth_ is often Describes Incident' 
n:anger-th~n fiction,'.' w~ re· ~e way Montgomer~ 

lated by Richard {l'.hck) Mont- , · 
gomery, a Warren pilot who (!Please Turn To Page ll, Column 1 

!Spots Object Over Warren 

Warren Pilot Says 
UFO .'Chased' Plane 

. eral maneuvers which simu· 
(Continued From Page One) lated a military 'dogfight' the 

related details of the Monday object suddenly sped in an east
ni?,ht incident: . . erly direction at amazing 

We ~ere cruising over the speed and was quickly out of 
west side of Warren about sight," Montgomery said. 
10:~0 p.m. hea~ed east ~vhen I The pilot, who earned his Ii· 
noticed an object c_om1~g to· cense about five years ago, 
ward us from the direction of said he had been flying for 
Y~~ngstown to the _southeast: more than six years and ac-

1 swung over m that d1rec- cumulated several hundred 
lion to. get a closer !ook when hours of flying time. 
the Object ~eaded directly to- "In all my experience I have 
ward our a1r~lane. r_t stopp~ never seen anything like what 
and hung _motionless m the air we saw Monday n\ght, and I 
at an altitude of about 4,000 don't think I want to have that 
f~et momentarily and_ as our k;ind of an experience again,"1 
aircraft came closer 1t moved he commented. ' 
swiftly upward and came back The pilot said he landed his 
at us from another angle." aircraft at Warren Airways 

The _pilo_t de~cribed the UFO field (Skeets Field) at South
as ~yhndncal _ ~n shape. of me- ington and notified the control 
talhc _compos1t10~ with a muf· tower at Youngstown Municipal 
fled hghl beaming from un- Airport of the incident. 
demeath. He said it was from Montgomery said the staff on 
16 to 20 feet. from top to b~t- duty there had received several 
tom, from six to 10 feet m calls from area residents who 
dian:ieter and. ~as pois~d in . a reported seeing what they de· 
vertical pos1t1on ~urings its scribed as a "dogfig!il" be
fhght. Montgomery said that al- tween two aircraft in the skies 
though the object was cylin- over the southeast section of 
drical in shape, the metal sides Warren. 
had a sort of an octagonal ap- The pilot also ·made a report 
pearance. to the U.S. Air Force officialsJ 
Says It Followed Plane at the YMA base there. 

"I sent my aircraft into sev· The Montgomery ~roth~:-s, 
era! maneuvers and the UFO both graduates of Ha rding High 
kept following me, staying a School, are sons of Mr. and 
distance of 150 to 200 yards Mrs. L. 0 . Montgomery, 1755 
away all the time. After sev· Maplewood NE. 
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12fmmgr;town11 iubtrutur 
Wednesday, July 10, 1968 

Warren Pilot 
m Chases UFO 
~ Monday Night! 
-J WARREN-Richard Montgo
::::> mery, 24, of 1755 Maplewood 
-, Ave., a commercial pilot with 
0 over 500 hours flying time, has 
lJJ reported "playing tag" with an 
> unidentified flying object north-1 
lJJ
- west of Warren at 10:30 p.m. 

Monday night. 
~ Montgomery, flying a Cessna 
""' Skyhawk, departed from War
u.. ren Airport at Southington 

about 9:30 P-111·• accompanied 
by his brother, Kenneth, 21, 
Elizabeth Soverns of Winter
haven, Fla., and Roslyn Rians 
of Silver Lake, Ohio. 

At 2,000 feet altitude, Montgo
mery says, he saw a silver 
cylinder-type obj e c t directly 
above him with a "bright light" 
underneath. He said it was fly
ing in a vertical manner and he 
turned toward it to see if he 
could identify it. 

The object climbed to about 
4,000 feet but dodged Montgo
mery's attempts to turn his land
ing lights on it, he said. Mont
gomery said he checked with 
Lhe airport and was told several· 
persons reported a plane chas
ing an unidentified object. 

~~'1 '· ,,68 
~sko_J--~ 





. ' 
' , ' 

"' 

Mr. Rlehard MoatgQmery 
1?55 Maplewood. AWl!lu.e 
Warnn. Pa. 

Dear Mr. Montgome~: 

Jllly 16, 1968 

lt hM rec:e11tly come to o• atte~don that yoa have made a slgbtln.g f?f aa 
UDldendfied ftylag obJect while flying you· own· plaae on J'uly 8th. We are 
eacloslag fou• of our a~da.rct repo.-t tonns f&W. you. and the other three 
wltaessea to flU out aa4 retofta to us at you earllest convenience. Ple94e 
taclllde · 11141.Yldwal sketches ot the obJeet~ pvlag as much detail ·as yw are 
able. 

We peatly appreciate yo• assistance an4 cooperation In tbla matter aad 
an looking forVJUtl to heulag from you. la the aeu IGtue. 

'.:. \ .. ~ .. 

.DWSK:k 

Sincerely youre, 

1>iana S. Knop 
Std Aeslsteat 
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It might be worth my pointing out that I' ve adopted a 
criterion for deciding whether I expend precious telephone 
money on checking particular cases, at least under present 
conditions. If it has some dire ct bearing on the forthcoming 
Colorado report, I proceed. If it's a multiple - witness c ase 
that bears on some one of the several special categ ories that 
I am trying to get more data on, I proceed with the call . But 
if (as in the Brundage case, the Funk case , t he Rotenberger 
case, etc.) it involves a single witness without unusual 
c l aims to credibility on some score , I figure I can't afford 
to c heck it, at present. 

A case that I did spend some phone-money on yesterday is 
one that I'd like very much to have you take at in the 
files . From George Earley, in last week ' s ai , eceived a 
clipping on a Warren, Ohio, c ase of July 8 , 1966 . wo nights 
ago , I phoned the principal witness, a p il ed Montgomery, 
and talked with him at some l e ng th. The sighting involved 
three other witnesses in the plane, and Montgomery explai ned 
tha t two differen t groups of people on t he ground saw him 
involved in a "dog-fight" with the object. After weighing 
everything that he reported, I am l eft with the slight suspi
cion that it might have been a gas-filled plastic bag of the 
prank type. That suspicion i s not strong , sinc e several circum
s tances rule it out, if they can be supporte d . The principal 
one i s that Montgome ry a sserts that, af t er he c eased dog-figh~
ing with it, the object flew around him in two or three complete 
circles. Also, he claims that it came in fas t and left fast, 
before and after the dog-fighting, and he claims that it 
climbed out, on final disappearance, heading back towards 
Youngstown. An anonymous telephone call to the local pape r a 
year o r so later claimed to be from a person w~o had released 
a gas balloon. You will recall Ruppelt descri~ing some al leged 
Air Force tests in which experienced pilots tried t o intercept 
balloons with lights on them. I am prepared to believe a fair 
share of the illusions of movement that Ruppelt reported. Fly 
ing in the dark, without a clear-cut reference system , a p ilot 
would surely make many errors of misinterpretation . However, if 
some of the ground observers h ad a good opp o rtunity to perceive 
the absolute motion of the object, the case may still come 
through as a strong one. r 

Hence, if you have anything in the files on that one 
(Montgomery recalled that a Washington UFO group contact ee him 
fo r i nformation) , I'd be interested to get i t. I should add 
that i haven't give n you anythi ng like a full a c count of all 
the circumstances here. It had a rather bright light in the 
bo ttom (hard to square with a prankster's ba l loon), a nd the 
sides of the objec t were prismatic (octagonal) . 
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Mr •. Richard K. ·Montgomery 
1755 Maplewood N.E. 
Warren, .. Ohio, 44481 

-w., ... - • ., .... ··-·--. 

Dear Dick: , :, 

December 12, 1968 

. ·.· ... . ~ ... · ... ·.: .. .. . . . ~· :· ..... 

Thartk!f ::for· ·having Fi~ldhouse . send .me those- names. I 
have now :interviewed rGleri c·. · Saylor a·rid · Thomas G. Rei finger, 
the two men. who observed the.incident from :the Packard 
Electric· plant·. ··: "· ·. ·~::::-: .. ~- ; ... - · ·· · 

;. ~ . . . .. . 

Their accounts jibed.rat;her_ well with those of the other 
ground observers,"···suppofrtinc~(:-:the· momentary halting of the 
unidenti·fied object~, its rapid. fina;L departure, and the 
maneuvers of ~-·the··a·ircraft in attempting to· get near the 
object. 

Saylor and Reifinger watched the unidentified light mov
ing in from a southerly direction for 10 or 15 minutes before 
it got up in their vicinity •. TheyLsaid~it·stopped several 
times en route. They, like the other ground observers, never 
saw ,.th~ _object circle you. Hence, I think it is a reasonable 
conclusion that, in your fast maneuveri~g, you were_~ttribut
ing ctO the .. lµ!~Q~~ QQje~t motions· that· ~were· ·really: a· :r~_sµl't. 
of "your ·~air.craft.•,.s :-movements. · .. -~ r .. ~ .= .. ..... .: ~:;~ • .:..c.~· ,_..,:: 

.J. ... ' ;_ ..._. ...... ~ ... ;,.":; & • • 

f .. - c ••• ~- •:.~. 

Ther.e("i''"s 'difference in interpretation of the direction 
towards which the object left. Whereas!you said it went 
back to the southeast, Price thought it went north or north
east. Reifinger and Saylor said it went east or east-north
east. 

I could go into more detail, but the main point is that 
there is a consistent core of observational evidence here, 
suggesting that one is dealing with an entirely unconventional 
object of some sort. Both ground and air observers concur in 
the momentary dead stops and the unconventionally fast depar
ture. 

I tried today to locate Elizabeth Soverns. I got a tele
phone listing of a Soverns residence in Winterhaven, Florida, 
but no one was at home. I shall probably make a further 
attempt to locate her. " 

In looking over my notes from my interview with you, I 
realize that I didn't ask you explicitly whether you did ever 



Mr. Richard K. Montgomery 
December 12, 1968 
Page Two 

succeed in getting your landing-lights squarely on this object. 
Would it be possible for you to send me a note on that point? 

You mentioned that a Washington group had contacted you. 
I just got from NICAP (Washington, D.C.) rough page-proof of 
a forthcoming report they are putting out. I note, with 
pleasure, that they have a brief account of your case. It's 
a significant case, and I am communicating to them some of 
the supporting evidence that I have found. 

I hope you will thank Mr. Fieldhouse for his assistance, 
when you next see him. 

I am going to be speaking on the UFO problem to a meeting 
of aviation writers in Dallas in a couple of days, and I'll 
probably recount your interesting experience. 

Best regards, 

James E. McDonald 

JEM/msr 

P.S. I enclose a stamped and addressed envelope for your use 
in sending me a note on that point about the landing 
lights. 

J. E. M. 
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Cessna 172 

TYPE • Four place 
DESIGNATION • 172 

SPECIFICATIONS • Sp an 36 ft.; 
Length 25 ft.; Height 8 ft. 6 in.; 
Empty Weight 1260 lb.; Gross Weight 
2200 lb.; Wing Loading 12.6 lb. per 
sq. ft. ; Power Loading 15.2 lb. per 

bhp; Engines Continental 0-300-A (6-
cylinder), 145 hp; Fuel Capacity 42 -
U.S. ga l. ; Prop eller nil m etal fixed 
pitch; Wing Area l 75 sq. ft. 

PERFORMANCE • Maximum Speed· 
135 mph . al 145 hp a t sen level;: ! 
Cruise Speed 124 mph at maximum: I 
recommended cruise, 7500 ft. @ 70% · 
power; R ate of climb 660 fpm at seir.· 
level; Service Ceiling 13,300 ft.; • 
Range with Maximwn Payload 519' 
mi. or 4.2 h ours at 124 mph trne a~ . 
speed. Range with Maximum Fuel 
Load 620 mi. or 6.4 hoars with t:rUe 
air speed of 97 mph. 

REMARKS 

Model 172 was introduced in 1956 with 
new "Land-0-Matic" gear to make flying 
easier primarily for businessmen learning 
to fl y. The low center of gravity allowed 
by the new type gear provides excellent 
maneuverability, ease of land ing and 
ground handling. The all metal airplane · 
is also equipped with "Para-Lift" flaps for 
greater lift on take-off runs and slow, caay 
descent when landing. 


