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December 23, 1968 HAWKE'S BAY - Auckland University UFO Research Group President AJ Brunt
writes to Chief of Air Staff, Air Vice Marshal CA Turner advising a group had been set up to "study on
a strictly scientific basis the phenomenon of unidentified flying objects". He notes an earlier letter had
been referred by the Air Force public relations division to the Civilian Saucer Investigation in
Auckland but which had been disbanded in 1958. In the letter he also makes a "rather demanding
request” about a September UFO sighting reported in Taradale. "In this case, two youths, John Dow
and Paul Franklin, reported that their car was chased by a UFO and as a result the vehicle smashed
into a shop. Consequently Dow appeared in the Napier Magistrate's Court on a charge of careless
driving and was discharged.” Mr Brunt said he understood the air force had the police file on the
case and sought the release of Dow's and Franklin's statements to the police on the incident.
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e ~:We had a startling sighting down here recently.
At a small country town several hundred miles south-east
of Auckland two youths received the greatest shock of their
lives. A flap had apparently been occurring in the area of

' the town and the two boys drove around for a few nights - -
trying to spot something. On the final night they say

* they spotted some UFOs and one--a small disc--dived down
towards the car. The youths panicked and leaped from the
vehicle while it was still in motion. It crashed into a
telegraph pole abd came to rest inches from a shop window--
a virtual write-off, The youths anparently lay on the
ground terrified as the disc hovered several feet above them
for a short time. Residents who heard the crash told a
newsman that the boys were almost hysterical when they went
outside. The two had to be treated at the local hospital for cuts

ans sczatches received when they made their jump. Appsrently
the car insurance company accepted their story. Investigation
on this sighting is still continuing.
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for the youth

Mr Douga.ll dmmssed
the case on the grounds
that Dow’s state of mind
at the time had made lnm

Further evidence, by.the
defence was not heard. G
Constable 3

station, said that about 10,

crashed into -the -front of a
fruit shop. Dow and an.othex‘
youth were at the scene —
both in

dition.

. i
Dow had later told him

sion,
travélling along Gloucester
street about 30 m.p.h. when
Dow’s passenger had begun
screaming that the car was
‘being followed by -a flying
saucer.. - :

,! In jumplng out of the car,!
| the er kicked Dow’s
feet,” Dow -lost. control - of
the car and -it crashed into
the shop. Dow told him he
had ‘seen a “flash ‘of light”] .
but could not say what it
was, . ;-

" “He said that for ihe ast

few nights he had been out ;
searching for flying saucers,” |

the ‘constable said. “Appar-

ently he had seen lights inl{:

the sky and had taken an
interest in these strange

lose control of the’ car. .

{ |- other occasionsinMeeonee ]
road. R

; '.l‘he weather ‘was’ clear at
i the time of .the collision. :
; ¥17 didn't - .see any .

Barry Mafﬁn- 1
‘of the .Napier police;.

p.m. . on September 10’ bel
went to Gloucester . street,} "
Taradale, where a‘:car hadf: > AN
g fiars ﬂslng object Tater]
an hysterlcal con- :
i chased
that just before the colli-}’*
his car. had. been|{"

“inEIOrthoutofthese

ﬂ\-ﬁ-Dm(i [dﬁﬂM{"& («Maf‘?r (l[ Z

ADougall S.M., in the Napler Maglstrates ‘Court yesterday. .

o The youth John Dow an. apprennce joiner, "pledded not gwlty. N
Sergeant W. .T.. Pender ~prosecuted and Mr A K. Monagan appeared S

Dow lmd also told’ him
he had earlier heard a
“noise : like thunder”, had
seen red and green flash-
'inslightsinthesky—.
-some of which were seen -
over the Taradale dump—-
andhadseenthelightson 1

{said to him: “You can lock
me up — you may not be=
lievemeitltell ‘you.I was
by -a ‘flying sauoer"
“POURED OUT”-’ 4

:.Cross 'examined - by Mr
{Monagan, ‘the constable said
he :obtained - all ‘this {nfor-
mation - at the- scene of the
{acecident. .
JaMr Monagan Would lt be
fair to say it all came
‘.'
* Witness: - Yes. o500+ ovs

=er Monagan:: Were they
abletotellltmareason
ableand -logical ‘way?:- ..
175 Witness: It sounded sen-
slble 'the. way'; they . told - it.'
55 Dow had been -very excit-,
-ed, 'but less so than the- pas-
.senger.*But he was still -in’
an (excited state -of m.ind.”

eopstable said. R0

¥ SOt

accepted ‘that "the
youﬂm had left the car be-|
tote ‘it crashed into the shop. !
They dldn't seem, oertain

R |

Jlights” .

'Went to the pollce station on
casio .

‘e .
e ‘car.|

ot where they

after abandoning
They were" in such a state
of fear they did not take
note" he sald. 3& ... 4

the Taradale}
gg;ge tgt&ﬁon rgn untiv:l:n occa-
repo titied.

mdng objects, v e sl

on’ Friday,  September -6, he
and a friend, Paul Franklin,
zzere ov.g:o :: =
ump a
they both heard'a sound lke.
thunder - |
shook..When -they .looked

ﬁhts which ‘were " -moving.
then dlsappean;gis in' the.sky.:

kthey were drivlns ln "Mee-
back “and seen‘a.wh.lte lght, -
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. Dow, in evidence, said that

the' :l'aradalo;.
9.30 p.m. ‘awhen|

and '~ 'the’. ground

they saw.about 20 or,30

hr}about‘-

anee_road, Paul had looked =

's%raight up from it (and -
then disappeared. . mbl; Sl

. ey
both started to “think’ serl- -
ously" o£ ﬂying saucets.\

s“We were scared and wo
didn’t . know “what J:to ‘do .
about it hé*said. . ;‘ .
= They, had thengone 'r.otho i
Taradale police'station where ;:

2y{ | they reported the’ sightings. -

On - the” Monday - mght. :
September 9, they went to
the. : police atation again,

“Mr Monagan said although
the case might be’:'treated |
with scepticism, 'this 'answer
wotld be'.dispelled ‘by the
evidence. Y 3

- "Dow. had, elther been so
terriﬁed ‘of ;an unidentiﬂedl
flying objectchasing the’car;

wentontofthemenger’s E

would show aome detan of |
the sighting"o ‘unusual ob-
jects m*b‘? sky.:The yonths |
became 50  concerned “about
these mysterious.
they -had cam

around the district and even'

opjegts that} ‘
‘Taradale - dump, sinquired

“'rhey more or less laughed :
at us,” Dow said. - : A
Atter leaving t.he. pollco :
station, they:. ‘drover along
Gloucester. street -and -fon
looking up saw a white light
—the same as the one they
saw the night before.. They :
returned to the police station ;
where :they - got\eoonstabla =
to look at- gt 2 }
“We -, thoughi 16 wasn't’
going to move, ‘then' It went,
behind : the \Taradale hills,” ;

v"‘r

'I‘he o youths hadﬂth !
ariven to Napler, then ‘went
to Puketapu ito ‘ask. farmers ;
about the sttange llghts. L

“Thls was 'tlf‘l thifd' nlsht

n e 7 nlg
they ‘went to ;Puketapu - to 3
havé’ another look around.a
As the icar was -nearing ‘the i

Waiohiki: golf. links. withey §
_,lig E which "

.the' Taradale mobor camp,
Paul Franklln ‘who ' ‘was’ ;
- out "ot the- baek, !
“suddenly let out a scream




ing at us.

“] saw it in the mirror,

Paul dived out of his side

. . . and his feet kicked

mine,” Dow said.
Y“STAY DOWN”

“ After losing control of the

car, he was pitched head
and shoulders through = the

ground. fi
“I started to g‘et up and
he (Franklin) said, For

they are after. ns' o Dow
said.

At this stage, Paul Fransﬁt

the light.” \
The car had travelled. on

100 yards, or, 200 ynrdl
away.

lieve you saw the lights in
the sky and they were up-
setting you, or were: you
imagining them? = .

Dow: I saw them,

the aerial traffic?
:Dow: No.

CAMPED BY DUMP

Cross-examined by Ser=
geant Pender, Dow said he
had not seen any lights be=
fore the September 6 inci=

dent, except stars and
satellites.

The light he hnd seen wal
bigger than the evening star,
but when seen from the

2ft 6in big.

you think it was'( 3
Dow: A flying saucer.

B3 '.gsked _11 he watched the

“The - In-
d.

things”

the explosion .have i
from the dump? - &

these coloured lights, coud
explosion in the dump?. '

half an. hour.
“NATURAL CAUSE"

‘Dismissing the "case, thu
magistrate said it was evi-
dent Dow had got, himself

that he had ‘acted involun-
tarily when something had
distracted him.

“Most of these ]ights
people see have a , natural
cause and the ‘ﬂylng saucer
in hot pursuit’ might have
been the lights of a car com=
ing around the corner.

“The sooner he talks to &
sensible adult about the

matter, ' the -better,” -Mrp
Dougall said.

sure they wareno “s'eeing.
Sargeaﬁt Peuder. '_Could‘
“Dow: The whoie ground‘
. shook
Sergeant Pender.. About
they have come from /an

Dow: No, we saw them Ior :

into such a state of mind-

passenger’s door and follow=
ed Paul Franklin Qn to the_ |

God's sake, stay down— _

lin had his hands over his |
eyes saying “The ll.ght Sarae ]

until it hit the shop about '

Mr Mbnagan' Do you be- i

Mr Monagan; Was: then
any traffic about, apart from

back of the car it was about i
- Sergeant Pender. Whaf do .



