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REPORT BY TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 18 Apr 66

POLICEMAN GERALD BUCHERT, MANTUA, OHIO AREA CODE 216, phone 274-2251 -

He had called Lt Weisinger, FID Duty Officer on 17 Apr 66. I have

~ several prints and negative. The Lt said not to release them. MhJor. o

explained that he was free to release them or do vwhatever he vished
to do with them. He said the Lt didn't wxactly say not to release
them but said to ﬁold onto them. Major explained to him thet wei
would like to have the negatives so that we could blow them up.

Said he would send them registered mail and asked.that we send.i

him ﬁ letter stating that we got them. Major explained that he

- was the officer in charge of the project. Buchert said.he wasn't

too sure how he should go about reporting his observation. Had
a Daconllens, with fixed lens at 14, No speed, 127 Black and

White, thought it was Ansco film. Observed object for 15-20 minuteé.

..It was stopped, didn't appear to be moving, when it did move

then went up and down and went back to its same position, left to

~ the right, like it was tilting, went SE, on state route 4. The -

- pictures were taken in front of my farm. Major explained that he .

could do whatever he wanted to do with the film as far as releasing' 

goes, he could even sell them. Buchert said he would feel kind

of silly. He would send them to us registered mail along with §f

‘his police report. " Said it wasn't a star, plane, or balloon. ~Io§ksﬂft'

like two saucers in prints. One object.  Major told him we would -

send him an official report.
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SUBJECT: UFO (Mantua, Ohio) A
| ANALYST: Major Quintanilla  PI: Lt Benson '.mm: 22 Apr 66
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background density 1. 25, "Image density“ 1.06. Y

] "~ “3. If the object was "bright" against a dark sky the 1"18893 3h°“1d be plus Co

. 5. e marks in the framing area of the film are outside the fe1d of view
= -of the lens, therefore, they couldn't be images. . _
1 . 6, UFO's are probably,processing defects due to old fegged film and poor
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1% '2. Neither of the mind%® density images are distinct enough to ana.‘vae, Average-f. .

" . density - they are not. .
4. The entire roll of film is severely fogged which could cover up much detail ; ‘j.’
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" FID (TDEW) B e
0o+ 7. VWright-Patterson AFB,
' “ - 25 April 1966

: .. ,',::."Chief Gefald B.xchert I
- - Mantua Pplice Department - . -

"'Dear Chief Buchert,

The most probable cause of the object which you were trying to - -
: photograph was the planet Venus and this was the ‘reason that you':.

Zwere unable to photograph it with your camera. “In order to - ..
. photograph Venus, you would have had %o photograph 41t with a time
: }exposure._ This cannot be done with the type of camera. .you, were'
Lo Yhusing. -

.3

o HBC'.DOR QUINTANIILA Jr, Major, USAF
R Chief, Project Blue Book R
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On the morning of April 17, 1966, I assisted in the development of
a roll of film owned by Gerald Buchert, Chief, Mantua Village Police,
upon which he had shortly before attempted to expose tiz=mw imageg of
an unidentified flying object observed by him ssrd=ibe=—xifa, according
to his account, southeast of his home in Mantua, Ohlio., Particlpating
in the development of this film, which was Ansco Pan 127, ASA 125,
was Mr. Rex Lysyj, owner of the R&E Distributing Co., in Ravenna.
The film was developed as follows: having been wound onto the take~up
roll by Chief Buchert, and unloaded in this wound condition before
coming to the place of development (the Portage County Sheriff's Office
in Ravenna, Ohio), the paper backing was removed and the film loaded
directdy into the tank, with the latter pictures teken going in first.
Since the emulsion side of the film was toward the axis of the tank,
the images of the exposures were developed upside down. The film was
processed for eight minutes in T-C 2 one-stop developer, with continuous
sgitation, at 69 . The developer was mixed fresh, diluted Z/X/d{
one/one with water, as in the instructions. Mr. Lysyj supplied the
fresh sojution., Immediately after development, we rinsed the film,
still in the roll tank, for five minutes, Then we soaked it for four
minutes in Yankee Film Dryer, sccoriiing to the instructions. We then
squeegeed it once and let it dry. The images to the right (film
oriented right side up) of the family pictures taken later this morning
by Chief Buchert, were two tiny dark arcs surrounded by a lighter halo,
lighter than the rest of thejAs#&dm in that area. (That is, dark arecs
and light haloson the print; light arcs and dark halos on the negative{,
At no time during the processing of the film were any irregularities
allowed; instructions were followed throughout. T-C 2 was used inten~
tionally to "push" development and raise the exposure index.
the office of

My information on the comrmunications between local officlals and
HMa jor Hector Quintanilla of Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio, is as follows: Sunday afternoon, about 3:30, Major Q. called
the Sheriff's office in Ravenna to inquire about the report of a
photograph taken of the UFO sighted earlier theat day. (April 17.)
My next knowledge of communication from W-P AFB is that Tuesday after-
noon, April 19, someone called to inquire why the film had not yet
been sent to their office. This afternoon, April 22, I heard from a

¢ reporter of a local newspaper office that Major Q. had explained
the film's "UFO images" as a flaw in the negative, and this information
was corroborated shortly afterwards, to me, by Chief Buchert, who said

Major Q. had told him this about 3:10 this afternoon.
‘ i’ havg' read this statement which I dictated to r

W. B. Weltzel, NICAP (U DHLLLA

and I find it to be exactly as I gave it to tmﬁi This statement is true in every detail,

m.

SO HELP ME GOD. I agree that this information may be submitted to NICAP

and or by them to a U, S. Congressional authority, but only confildentially,

WITNESSED BY:

722,194 %%M
%Z/feéw chAsf AchP / ’JW

.ﬂo./w%
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NATioNAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE
: ON AERIAL. PHENOMENA

TELEPHONE: NORTH 7-9434 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES:

CABLE ADDRESS: 1838 CONNECTICUT AVE.. N. W.

SKYLIGHT

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE INTERVIEN =~ telephone notes May 6, 1966

USMC (RET.) DIRECTOR

Phone eall te Gerald Buchert, Chief, Mantua Ohio Police Department, this
date (216-274-2551) 5:00 =~ 5 20 PM EDST (Pittwburgh) (Beaver).

Buchert will send film to me in Pgh for NICAP analysis. Wants honest
evaluation, even negative if that is the case.

He is aware of Stanton's interest, and the Record-Courier articles on this,
Copy of Hector Quintanillats letter to him, dated April 22, on his phote:’
(photocopy of a sheet:) UNCIASSIFIED V66~-14 SUBJECT: UFO (Mamtua, Ohlo)

1) Both images fall into the same frame area. 2) Neither of the minus
density images are distinct enough to analyze. Average background density
is 1.25. Image density 1.06. 3) If the object was bright against the
dark sky, the images should be plus density. They are not. 4) The entire
roll of film is severely fogged, which could cover up much detail, 5) The
marks in the framing area of the film ere outside the field of view of the
£ 1lens. Therefore they couldn't be images. 6) TUFO's are probably the
result of processing defects due to old, fogged film and poor handling.
ANALYST: Major Quintanilla PI Lt. Benson LIB RIC

Letter to Gerald Buchert from Major Quintanilla: (no 1etterheadfgp1ain
sheet:) The most probable cause of the objest whlich you were trying to
photograph was the planet Venus. This was the reason that you were unable
to photograph it with your camera. In order to photograph Venus you would
have had to photograph it with & time exposure. Thls cannot be done with
the type of camera you were using., Thank you for your cooperation and
your interest in this matter. (signed) Maj. Hector Quintanilla, Jr. TUSAF
Chief of Project Blue Book

Notes on Gerald Buchert'!s original police report, a copy of which was sent

to Major Quintanilla: At 5:00 AM EST 4pril 17, I heard radlo traffiefd
between Summit and Portage Counties on my cruiser radio, about a UFO reported
in Summit County, a bright light coming east. At 5:04 I saw a bright light
to the southeast. There was no fog and the sky was clear. The object

moved left and right, and tilted as it did so, seeming then to be saucer-
shaped. It also moved up and down. I went to my home and my wife watched

it going through these maneuvers with me. I photographed it with a Kodak
Brownie Starmite camera.

At this polnt in our conversation, someone came into the police station
and Buchert interrupted the call to terminate it.

Do Mo wrirho s A s DRSS . v e %
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NOTES ON BUCHERT SIGHTING

-mé. £film does not appear to corroborate either Buchert®s or the P-13 sighting.

The UFQ marks, as the W-P analysis correctly indicates, are of less density than
the background, The background is at zero image density, there being no frame
boundary areas which would contrast with even a minimal exposure. Therefore the
UFO marks are the result neither of light striking the film to produce them, nor
of a dark object silhouetted against a lighter sky., Note discrepancies with the
W-P analysis density measurements., Negative density is a standardized quantity;
there is some indication from the W=P analysis that the UFO marks in question
were never measured. The WP measurement of lowest density corresponds to one
area on the £ilm where there is a broad streak; this is the lowest density any-
where on the £ilm, but is nowhere near-the UFO marks.

‘The details of Buchert's sighting, which must be considered independent of any

lack of photographic corroboration, do not consistently point to, or away, from

a *Venus" interpretation. On the one hand, the object, though round and at times
"saucer-shaped, " appeared smaller than (as Buchert remembers) Venus, which he has
seen before. Also, the UFO was in the general vicinity of the moon, though
definitely above it, and to the moon's right. It appeared more distant from

the moon when Buchert looked a second time, and tried to photograph it, fromm

his front yard, but only about twice as distant as the first time; if the original
distance was truly small, double that would have been within bounds of visual error.
Also, Buchert first thought it was a star, but ruled this out because (only because)
it did not flicker, and was much brighter than stars still visible to the west.
Finally, Buchert saw, in addition to the UFQ, only the moon. If Venus was visible
that morning, he should have seen a third object,

Oon the other hand, Buchert claims the object elevated, descended, moved left, and
moved right, and that its shape changed when it moved horizontally., (It performed
these '"maneuvers' only one time.) TFurthermore, he expected no difficulty, and
seemingly had none, in trying to photograph the object by itself, separated in
the camera's field of view from the moon. Venus should have been close enough
to the moon to make such.a separation difficult, with Venus centered (Buchert
centered the UFO in the viewfinder, this photo). Also, Buchert, after turning
in a verbal report, continued his police duties, and looked later, around 6:00,
for the UFQ, It was gone, but the moon was still visible; indeed, this is what
he used as a reference point for looking for the UF0. Why was Venus invisible?
Buchert could still see stars in the west, at this time,

That Buchert's sighting does not corroborate the P-13 sighting is clear from the
fact that his UFO was stationary while he heard radio traffic on the chase, which
began while he was driving to his home after first observing his UFO.

There have been a number of intriguing explanations for the UFO marks, but none on
which everyone will agree., fThey are, as yet, Unidentified Photographic Marks.
But definitely not pictures; on this, there is universal agreement.



DENSITOMETRIC ANALYSIS OF CHLIEF BUCHERT'S FIIM

Using Weston FPhotographic gnalyzer, Model #877; zero-adjusted (checked) after
each reading. #Probe aperture: 1.0 mm.

]3.15 large UFO mark

what would be 5th boundary space etc,

dark area, white wood on house (dark on negative, light on print)

22 0,9 to 1,16 across from film left end to edge left picture ("left" -~ '"away
25 1.06 minimum density, right side (UFO mark side), in from UFO marks'™)
chemical streak just at right edge of film

1
2., la2) small‘:v =™
3 1.21 1light (dark on negative) space around large UFO mark
4 1.23 " " " " " " small mne "
5 1.18 dark area fanning away from large UFO mark
6 1.20 n n " H " small L3 "
7 14153 uncleared emulsion, spot at edge of film
8 1,02 undeveloped, but cleared, spot at edge (NOTE: a one-stop chemical was
9 1,35 space between 7 and 8, in edge area used....??)
10 1.26 background, near edge
11 1.24 o farther from edge
12 . 1320 - - & "  between UFO marks
15 1.18 " - " " * , beyond UFO area, on "line between marks
14 1,14 18 mm from film edge, line between UFO marks
15 1.18 near opposite edge of film from marks
16 1.25 1st boundary space between family pictures, direction away f£rom marks
17 1,18 2nd boundary space etc.
18 1.25 3rd etc.
19 1.22 4th ete,
1.16
1,93

"Zero image density' (boundary areas, average) 1,25 max,, 1,16 min, This represents
zero exposure to light. 1Is high, rather than around 0,25, because of fogging.

Because UFO marks have less density than background in their area, they could not
be due to a bright object in the camera’s field of view, which would have exposed
the film and darkened, increased the density,of; the £ilm,

Following is a reproduction of the contact print of the f£ilm, showing UFQO mark area
and a section of one of the family pictures Chief Buchert took 3 hours later; and
a sketch (which shows better in copying) of the UFOQ mark area. Boxed area on print
shows area enlarged -- see next page.

Film has been submitted to Ralph Rankow, NICAP Photographic Adviser, for further stud:
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VILLAGE OF MANTUA
. PORTAGE COUNTY
MANTUA, OHIO 44255

DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

POST OFFICE BOX 231
TELEPHONE 274-2251

GERALD F. BUCHERT, Chief

October 7, 1966 ‘fdaﬂrbél
w -

. . o= -
National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena /////’/)/¥JLlh.'

1536 Connecticut Avenue, North West 5{;hb
Washington, D.C. K?”*’uﬁygﬁg

20036 / Ll o

\
Dear Sir: f?ﬂz/(

On Mgy 11, 1966 I turned over to your investigator, William B. Weitzel,
a strip of number 127 film uncut for analysis by your organization.

I feel that sufficent time has passed for your organization to have
completed the analysis and would at this time like to have the film
returned to me.

I am in hopes that the film was of some benefit to your investigation
although I must admit that I was and still am surprised that anything
appeared on the film because I really had not expected it to. Let me

once more state that the object when I was looking at it appeared to be
round and only looked like it does in the film when 1t went left or right.
AT ALL OTHER TIMES IT APPEARED ROUND.

When I turned over the film to Mr. Weltzel I requested that in return I

be sent a copy of your complete investigation report but as of the present

I have not received same. I understand that the report is completed at the
present and feel that it was only an oversight by Mr. Weitzel in not sending
me a copy. However I would very much like to have a copy regardless of the
results of the investigation being either good or bad. .

In closing let me thank you for the courteous manner in which Mr Weitzel
conducted his investigation. I personally was very impressed with the
thoroughness of his investigation. I only wish that I could say the same
for the other investigations which were made.

Please be advised that this letter 1s not to be released for any publication
by any person or organization. Nor is any comment or part of this letter
to be released for publication. Thank you for your co-operation.

Respectfully yours
Gerald F. Buchert -
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U.F.O. Investigator

FACTS ABOUT UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Published by the National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena

Vol. I11, No. 7

March-April, 1966

POLICE CHASE
LOW FLYING UFO

A series of incredible close-range UFO sightings during
March and April has been reported by pilots, police oificers,
doctors, lawyers, and many others, continuing the intensified
pattern of low-level operations which began last July. Statis-
tical study of 27 sample cases between March 11 and April
18 reveals distinct patterns of appearance and behavior.

Une of the clearest and best-witnessed cases began arcund
dawn, April 17, when Portage County, Ohio, sheriffs Dale Spaur
and W.L. Neff investigated citizens’ reports of a UFO in the
area of Ravenna. They quickly noticed a light hovering over a
hill and stood watching it. The UFO suddenly moved directly
toward them, illuminating the ground brightly, sending them
fleeing to their patrol car for cover. As they radioed head-
quarters, the object — now seen as a distinct disclike object with
a curved antenna-like projection on top — began moving away
from them down the highway.

On instructions from the dispatcher, Spaur and Neff began
following the object. The underside glowed bright blue-white;
the top was a dark color. As they sped eastward in pursuit of
the UFO at speeds up to 100 m.p.h., it repeatedly pulled out of
sight. Then the sheriffs would encounter it again, hovering near
the highway as if waiting for them. In the sunlight, the UFO ap-
peared to have a metallic surface.

APRIL 17 UFO AS SKETCHED BY DEPUTY SPALR

The chase continued for 85 miles, from Ravenna across the
Pennsylvania border to the vicinity of Conway, as officers of
other police departments along the way joined in. There were
reports that jets were scrambled from an Air Force Reserve
squadron in Ohio, and that radar had detected the UFO. (Both
the Air Force and FAA later denied the radar report.)

William Weitzel, chairman of the Pittsburgh NICAP Sub-
committee, drove to Ravenna the following day and interviewed
the witnesses. A widely circulated report that a police chief

had obtained a clear photograph of the UFO proved to be er-
roneous. The chief was not involved in the chase, saw only a
distant light — possibly Venus — which he attempted to photo-
graph, The print, viewed by Weitzel, shows two small arcs of
light which could be accounted for in many ways. Copies have
been obtained for further analysis.

On April 23 the Air Force released a statement attributing the
sighting to a satellite, and a later confusion with Venus shining
brightly in the SE sky. In a statement taped by Mr. Weitzel, Dep-
uty Spaur said ‘‘I don’t know how much investigation they made,
but evidently it wasn’t a very lengthy one or it didn’t involve
me.”” An AF Major, he said, had telephoned him twice talking
with him for a total of about 4 minutes. ‘‘If it’s ours, tell me
it’s ours,’’ Spaur said, ‘‘and if it isn’t, by God, they ought to help
us find out what it is.’”’ No satellite would fly that low, he added,
and he wasn’t ‘‘quite that bad off’’ that he would be chasing Venus
and ‘‘running wildly over the countryside.”’

The testimony most damaging to the USAF explanation came
from East Palestine, Ohio, police officer Wayne Huston, situated
near the Pennsylvania border. Huston had picked up the radio
transmissions of the Portage County sheriffs and waited at an in-
tersection that they would soon be passing. Shortly afterwards,
he clearly saw the UFO pass by quickly followed by the sheriffs’
cruiser. The UFO was shaped like a flattened cone, with the
point of the cone downward. Officer Huston immediately joined
the chase,

Mr. Weitzel also got reports that police had overheard radio
transmissions from one of several pilots chasing the UFO, to the
effect that the pilot had maneuvered directly above the object and
estimated its size as 45 feet across. If this report can be veri-
fied, full details including the text of the transmission will be
printed in the next issue.

On May 10, three weeks after the sighting, the Air Force first
sent an investigator to the scene. Major Hector Quintanilla,
chief of Project Blue Book, was ordered to re-investigate the
case after strong protests to the Air Force by a Congressman
and a judge who formerly was Congressman in the same district.

Calling the USAF satellite-Venus explanation ‘‘ridiculous,’’
Common Pleas Court Judge Robert E. Coock wrote to Congress-
man William Stanton urging him to insist on a full investigation
and reevaluation. ‘“The Air Force has suffered a great loss
of prestige in this community,’”” Cock told Stanton. ‘‘People are
not swallowing this explanation about Venus. . .(it) doesn’t have
form and an antenna. . .hover 100 feet off the ground and cast
a bright light. . .”* .

Congressman Stanton responded with a statement May 5
saying ‘‘The Air Force failed in its responsibility in thoroughly
investigating this incident. . .Once people entrusted with the
public welfare no longer think the people can handle the truth,
then' the people, in turn, will no longer trust the government.”

According to private sources, Stanton personally visited Lt. Col.
John Spaulding in the Pentagon, who in turn set the wheels in
motion which resulted in the belated visit to the scene to inter-
view witnesses first-hand. Major Quintanilla’s investigation, ob-
served by a NICAP representative, again failed to include the
significant elements of the officers’ reports. After a few hours,
Quintanilla stated he was still satisfied with his original expla-
nation, and left.

Since NICAP membership, renewal, and ‘“The UFO Evidence’’
Report are each $5.00, please indicate on your checks or ina
covering letter the purpose of your payment. We have received
several $5.00 checks with no explanation: They could be intended
for any of the above, or a donation.
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The Ohio Police Chase

The prime example of reconnaisance
of official land-based vehicles took place
on an 83-mile strip of interconnecting
highways between Ravenna, Ohio and
Pittsburgh, Pa. on the 17th of April 1966.
We are indebted to Attorney Carl Funk
for his wrapup of certain important de-
tails. Although hundreds of people ap-
parently spotted the object we will deal
with the major sighting involving the
police cars.

Press reports first quoted unidentified
Air Force Reserve pilots at Youngstown,
who reportedly said they had attempted
to chase the object but its 100-mile-per-
hour speed was tco slow for their jet
trainers. Later these reports were with-
drawn when AF officials at Youngstown
said no planes were scrambled. The {irst
reports placed the object as travelling
east along U. S. Highway 224 north of
Canton.

At 5 a. m. Deputy Wayne Huston was
cruising about Eust Palestine, Ohio when
he heard a message on his car radio
stating that a woman had reported from
east of Akron having sighted a bright
UFO which was apparently headed East-
ward. Portage County (to the east) Dep-
uty Dale Spaur received the message
and with another Portage County deputy
took off in search, and picked up the
object near “Brady's Park going into
Rochester”—on State Route 224. The
vehicle followed the UFQ at speeds of
between 80 and 100 miles per hour, later
leaving Route 224 and taking State Route
14 toward Pittsburgh. All the while, these
deputies were using their radio and were
listened to from the first by officer
Wayne Huston of the East Palestine
police.

As the chase passed East Palestine on
Route 14 about 5:35 a. m., at the high-
way junction just north of the town,
Huston joined the chase and all three,
the UFO, the Portage deputies and the
East Palestine cruiser, proceeded east-
ward toward Pittsburgh at 80-100 miles
per hour. Attempts were made to rouse

Pennsylvania officers without much sue- -

cess, due to differing radio systems be-
tween the states. However, on reaching
Conway, Pennsylvania, contact was made
with the local officers, and the matter
was turned over to them.

The Pennsylvania Police became highly
uncommunicative about what happened
after Conway, but the following is known
about the object and the “chase”.

The object looked “like an ice cream
cone, big end up”, said one deputy. It
was a bright white light, so bright they
*could have driven without their own
lights being on,” they said. There were
no windows, no irregular surface fea-

tures, no exhaust or contrails. The only
noise was a whirring similar to that of a
rapidly turning motor. The average
height at which it travelled was about
800 feet but once or twice it dipped to
200 feet. Motion was not erratic or oscil-
lating. The only variation was when it
ascended which it did very rapidly.

The deputies assumed that it was in-
telligently controlled. It seemed to be
able to go much faster but it held a
speed of 80-100 miles per hour so it
could be followed. The men in the cars
felt that their radio communications were
being monitored and their changes in
procedure being anticipated.

At no time was there any interference
with their engines’ performance or the
operation of the car radios.

One man, a Portage County deputy
and also Chief of Police of Mantua Vil-
lage, Gerald Buchert, obtained a photo-
graph of the object and reportedly was
told by the AF to keep it from the pub-
lic. It went out on the press wires the
next day (Tuesday) however. The photo
does not appear to be anything spectacu-
lar, being merely a blob in news prints
of same.

Some of the quotes by the men who
chased the object are quite interesting:

The object was “about 3540 feet in
diameter”.

Deputy Robert Wilson said that at one
time during the chase, he heard Spaur
say that the object had something like
an antenna protruding from the bottom,
as it hovered over the cruiser in which
he (Spaur) and W. L. Neff were riding.

Buchert was quoted as saying the ob-
ject looked round until it moved away,
then it appeared like two saucers cupped
together, lip to lip. The top half was
very bright, the bottom half was dark.

At one point, when the deputies reach-
ed a highway interchange bridge, they
had to slow down and the object ap-
peared to slow and hover, waiting for
them.

Spaur was a complete skeptic about
UAOs prior to his experience but has
since changed his mind.

Two developments during the ensuing
week are interesting. One is explained,
the other is not:

On the 23rd, the official word came
out of Washington that the officers had
chased a “double image” of Venus (what-
ever that is). They did qualify the state-
ment with the word “probably”, however.
This development is explained, we be-
lieve, by the fact that officialdom has
made a practice of denying the reality
of the discs. Although considerable edi-
torializing and general reporting on the
happenings of the last year has con-
vinced many people, the TV-Radio in-
dustry scems determined to keep any

pro-UFO information off the air.

The second item, which is unexplain-
able, is the apparently abandoned car
found near the area where the object
was first sighted. It was carrying walkie
talkies, recording equipment and tape
recordings. It was registered to a Robert
W. Nelson of Edinboro, Pa., and a driv-
er's temporary permit was found in the
car, also, issued to Sanford Brown of
Crawford. We have no further informa-
tion on this vehicle and would appreciate
any available. It may have no connection
whatsoever with the incident, and it may
have been a plant.

The Wanaque Reservoir

Incident

On the night of 11 January 1866, hun-
dreds of residents of Wanaque, New
Jersey reported observing a strange,
large white light which maneuvered over
the local Reservoir. Some of the many
were Mayor Harry T. Wolfe, who was
alerted by the police, and Councilman
Arthur Barton and Warren Hagstrom.
The object was seen from Oakland, Ring-
wood, Paterson, Totowa, Wayne and But-
ler. It was reported to have been seen
in Oakland first, then over the Reser-
voir, then above Lakeland Regional High
School, and over the Houdaille Sandpit
in Haskell. It then appeared to move
southeast toward Pines Lake in Wayne
where it “disappeared.”

The object was described as “gliding

"oddly” and changing color from white

to red to green and back to white. Some
described it as a very brilliant white
light like a star except that it didn't
flicker, and others said it was “oval.”

Civil Defense Director Bentley Spen-
cer and Richard Vrooman were also
alerted by reservoir Patrolman George
Dykman and went out to view the ob-
ject. Spencer went to the top of the
1500-foot-long Raymond Dam with res-
ervoir employee Fred Stennes and from
that vantage point, he reported later, he
observed a “bolt of light” which shot
down, as if “attracted to the water.” He
said it appeared to be a beam of light
emitted from a porthole. Hundreds of
curious were turned back by reservoir
police when they converged on the dam
from both the north and the south to
view the object.

Later news clippings carried the ex-
planation by the Air Force that observ-
ers had been watching an AF helicopter,
but it was laler learned that the heli-
copter was not in that area at that time.
Also suspect were Venus, in the evening
sky, and Jupiter in the early morning
sky. However, the appearance of these
two planets does not coincide with the

(Sce Wanaque, page 4)
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May &, 1966

Professor William Powers
Dearborn Observatory
Northwestern University
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Professor Powers:

Enclosed is a partial collection of materials relating to the Chio-Pennsylvania
VRO "chase™ of April 17, 1966. 1Included is the complete text of my letter of
April 23 to Congressman Stanton, and a trial photo of a composite layout which
was included with that letter, I am sorry not to be able to send more right now,
but am in the middle of moving back into my Pittsburgh apartment from Franklin.
I've had to shove and push quite a bit just to find a place to type.

Numbered spots on the map have the following significance:

1) Spaur and Neff first sighted the UFO here, between Atwater and Randolph,
on Rte. 224, It appeared over scme trees atop a small hill next to the road,

They had been hearing same traffic on the radio about a UFO reported in Summit
County, and Dale said, '"There it is!" At this time it rapidly grew in size and
came from over the trees, relatively small, to a p8int directly over their cruiser,
quite large and bright. "Like high noon," quoted the Radio Operator in Ravenna
who listened to their initial description and resulting chase., Spaur said the
thing was round, about 45 feet across, and about 100 feet above them. Another
radio operator reports that Spaur said it illuminated the ground so brightly that
they would not have needed headlights. (I examined the area four days later; at
that time of morning, 5:07 AM EST, the sky was blue-~black, just barely light.)

Spaur and Neff had left their cruiser before seeing the UF0Q, to examine a
parked (abandoned) car, and rapidly re-entered their car when the object came
overhead, Wwhile they watched and radioed the description, it began to move down
the roa® to the east, and accelerate forward, The radio operator in Ravenna told
them to chase it. They did so. 1Its appearance now was rounded on top, with a
cone-shaped light underneath, It continued to illuminate the ground over which
it passed, tilting forward when it moved forward; the light followed it to the
rear on the ground, whence Spaur's analogy with a flashlight which, .when &imed
down, throws a beam to the rear when tilted forward. Spaur did not see a beam
in the air, only the illuminated ground. This does not seem to me to be unusual,
granting the proximity and brightness of the object,

Both radio operators who mopitored the chase (Ravenna and Salem) and Spaur
and Neff themselves, described their emotional response as excited and frightened,
but at no time did they lose their heads., Spaur was able to watch the UFO most of
the time he was driving. When the Ravenna radio operator suggested to Heff that
he take a shot at the UF0, Neff replied that it was like nothing he'd ever seen
before, and implied he'd rather not try shooting.

Spaur's intention at this time was to try to identify the object. This motive
was suspended until dawn, at whieéh time it was frustrated.

2) At Canfield, or just outside the city, the UFO turned south. It seemed to
"wait" for Spaur and Neff to catch up. It had done this, I forgot to mention, at
Deerfield, It did again near Columbiana, where 165 intersects 14-46, and may have
at Rerlin Center (intersection of 534 with 14),

3) Jack E. Cramer, radio operator for Salem, Chio, police, had been monitoring
the pursuit, traffic between Spaur and Ravenna. 4As the cruiser sped down Rte. 14,
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going toward Canfield, Ravenna asked Salem to see if someone could photograph the
object. Bdth stations at this time believed Spaur to be traveling on 144, which
goes southeast from Deeffield to Salem. (This is one reason why there were not
more witnesses,) When the pursuit vehicle passed 534, Salem expected them to
arrive in the vicinity soon; 534 crosses both 14 and 14A. 'Two police officers
in Salem, Ionnie Johnson and Ray Esterly, left the Salem Police Station and went
in their cruiser to a hill nearby, watching the sky for something (they weren't
clear as to just what they were looking for). Although they expected the object
to arrive from the northwest, they suddenly saw, to the east, three jets chasing
(or so it appeared to them) a large, bright object., One jet was behind it, seemingly
at the same altitude, about a mile. The other two were arcing in from the left
(north), coming toward the first jet., The object appeared about five times as large
as the jet behind it. All three jets had contrails; the object did not. The four
were traveling roughly southeast. The officers were facing in the general directiom
of Columbiana, They radioed in their sighting, continued to watch a short time, and
returned to the station within 18 (ten) minutes. At this time, radio traffic
indicated that Spaur and Neff had reached a point east of Columbiana, near Firestone
Farms. After they called in, and before they returned, and at about 5:50 AM EST,
radio operator Jack E. Cramer and police lieutenant Richard M. tvhinnery heard a
voice on the radio (Cramer states either 155 or 59.58 mc)(or mHz): "I'm going down
to take a look at it. . « o I'm right above it, and it‘*s about forty-five feet across;
something trailing behind it.  « « like a ball of fire"™, This voice was louder than
normal received traffic, did not identify itself, and came on only this one time.

The log at the base radio for Columbiana County Sheriff’s Office, near Lisbon,
indicates that at 5:35 Spaur and Neff were meae the state line.

At intersection of 165 and 14-46, Spaur and Neff believed the object they
were pursuing rose to an altitude of about 1000 feet,

Johnson and Esterly, the police officers watching the jets, estimated their
altitude to be 10,000 to 20,000 feet. They were not certain the object was at the
same altitude, although they said it looked to be. Johnson has had f£lying experience,
in USAF (A2C). Both could clearly see the jets'®' outline, exhaust £lame, and space
between jets and contrails. Elevation was about twenty-five degrees; object was
flying level, They watched for "less than two minutes®.

All four men signed st'tements certifying the above, except the radio operator
for Columbiana County (Jﬁi‘? carry), who allowed the complete log of the chase to
be copped, such as it was (from 5:35 on). Neither Ravenna nor Salem logged any

details of the chase; both radio operators, however, seem to have clear memories
Of it.

4) Patrolman Wayne Huston, East Palestine Police, had been listening to the
traffic from Portage County, and on his own initiative, waited in Unity, Chio, for
Spaur and Neff to come by. 1is expectation was fulfilled., A few minutes before
they passed him, he heard them on his radio. He saw the object coming £rom the
northwest, over Rte. 14, and f£ly overhead. He estimated its altitude as 1000 feet.
It appeared to have a "partly melted ice~cream cone'" shape; dome-shaped top and
bright cone-shaped bottom. Mot certain, he said, whether the bottom was solid or not.
P-13 (Spaur and Neff) were in hot pursuit immediately behind., He had been standing
YULAL beside his cruiser, oOvV-1, and when they passed, jumped in and followed,
southeast on 14, It took some time to catch up. OV-1 communicated with P-13 by
radio. Eventually they were bumper to bumper, comparing notes and commenting on
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the UFO's behavior. They crossed the state line and continued from chio 14
onto Pa, 5k, Someone radioed the Chippewa, Pa, State Patrol but no extra
cars were available. Vvhile that radio operator was seeking help, he heard
the cruisers, P-13 and OV-1l, roar by. MHe looked out but apparently everything

and everyone had disappeared down the road; he saw nothing. (Chippewa station
is just off Pa. 51,)

When the Ravenna radio operator (Robert Wilson) realized learned from Lisbon
(0xrville Scarry, Columbiana County radio operator) that Spaur and Neff had reached
the state line -- time on Lisbon log, 5:35 AM EST -~ he advised that they return
when another unit picked up the UFO. P-13 was now out of Portage radio range and
communication? was relayed through Lisbon. tnfortunately, no Pa. patrolman was
contacted until they reached Conway. ;

5) Outside Rochester, Pa., steep hills rise on both sides of the road going
southeast, It was here that the UFO elevated and disappeared. When Spawr, Neff
and Huston approached Brady's Run Park, they encountered a treadle-triggered red
traffic light set off by a Volkswagen leaving the park, and same trucks at the
intersection., They got through this jam successfully, and negotiated some under-
passes just outside Rochester. They had seen the UFO disappear over the hills,
and were pessimistic about finding it again. But when they emerged from the
bridge complex, there was the UFO, "waiting" for them over the road. It had deopped
lower. As soon as they saw it, it sped away from them, They entered Freedom. At
5:50 AM EST, Lisbon logged this communication with Portage County: "what's the
location of P-13?" "Just about into Freedom, Pa, Also OV-1 of East Palestine
is running with him, Still observing the object. Bright Light with a rope or
string attached to it. 1500 to 2000 feet in height. Traveling at speed over
100 mides an hour," "Have him 25 and return to base." "OK.*

At 5:55, Lisbon relayed the order to return to Portage. Spaur said "Turning
around now," But it was 6:15 until Spaur and Neff got back (west) past Freedoum.

In the meantime, they, Huston, and Frank Panzanella of Conway Police, had watched
the object whide standing in an Atlantic service station on Rte. 51 in Conway.

6) As Spaur approached Conway, his engine began sucking air in high gear,
Spaur realized he was running low on fuel. Just then he saw Panzanella's patrol
car, and Panzanella standing outside, across the road. BHe turned arocund and pulled
up there, with Huston. Panzanella admitted (he had not been about to) that he had
been watching the object, had at first thought a plane was in trouble, and had come
down from a hill in Conway to observe from the highway. He radioed the Rochester
radio operator, who handles traffic for several local communities, to call the
airport. Spaur states the position of the object was left of the Moon, below it.
He also saw a bright stationary point to the right, "Just opposite to the nose
of the man in the Moon.' The object did not seem to be moving, but suddenly it
elevated rapidly to a point just opposite the Moon (still left). When a voice on
Panzanella's cruiser receiver announced that jets were (to be) involved ("They’re
sending two up") , the object again elevated rapidly, and dwindled in size,

A Boeing 707 from the direction of the airport flew "under™ it. Spaur was
sure someone on the plane saw the object.

Spaur had not realized how far they had come, and was shocked when Panzanella
told him how cbose the airport was,

At 6:15, Lisbon logged this from P-13: "Some government officials wants to

talk to us., Advise office, We are west of Freedom,"™ At 7:30, Spaur thanked
Lisbon for handling his traffic. )
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John Bieghey, radio operator at Rochester, denies transmitting a report
that "two'had been sent up after the UFO. He did, however, call the control
tower at Greater Pittsburgh Airport. He was told to wait his turn, as he said
it was put, while someone from the Pa. State Patrol finished his business. then
Bieghey reported the UFO, he was given a number to call. He relayed this to
Panzanella. By this time, Panzanella had given Spaur some fuel, and Spaur decided
to return. Panzanella stayed to watch the UFO disappearing, but when Bieghey called
him with the number he had been given by someone at the control tower, Panzanella
went after Spaur and Huston, intercepted them, and they went into Rochester to make
the call. Huston . states to “Some colonel®, Spaur does not remember the identity
or credentials of the person to whom he spoke, but Bieghey believes it was an Air
Force officer, Spaur said the person offered several items for Spaur to compare
his UFO to '"He didn't give me a chance to say what I saw,™ and promised the report
would be forwarded to Wright-Patterson. No one else talked with this person.

When Spaur, Neff and Huston got to Bast Palestine, they stopped to say goodbye
to each other. At this time they were joined by a Columbiana Deputy Sheriff, with

vhom I've talked, There is more in my notes about this but they are unavailable
right now,. .

At 7:30 in lisbon, this notation, not a commnication, was entered in the
Columbiana County radio log: "P-13 contacted a Pittsburgh PD unit and they scrambled

some jets, that flew under the object." I have still not located the source of this
report,

Further notes: At the beginning, and subsequently, of the sighting, a buzzing
or humming noise seemed to be associated with the object. When it accelerated, the
object's light intensity increased, and the humming noise went up in pitch.

Also at the beginning of the sighting, a deputy sheriff (who
prefers to remain anonymous) on the other side of the hill, positioned in Atwater,
saw a (the) UFO over the trees in the direction of Spaur and Neff, just as they
saw it first, At some times, when going east, Spaur watched the UFO out of
his left window, to the north.

The UFO continued to illuminate the ground until dawn broke.
Its apparent brightness dimmed when the sky 1lit up, but it continued to be brightly
self-luminous, except for the top portion in the rear of the object.

Monday, April 18, an afternoon NBC news broadcast said a jet
. trainer with the 459th Troop Carrier Wing,##d Youngstown AFR, flew near the UFO
and heard a humming noise. I have no information on this. On this day also, the
news carried a report (from ?) that the object had been a weather balloon.

On Friday, April 22, Major Hector Quintanilla called Mantua
Village Police Chief Gerald Buchert at 3:10 PM to tell him the object he had thought
he photographed to the southeast of Mantua, around the time Spaur and Neff were
chasing the UFO, was a flaw in the negative. Sheriff Ross Dustman was informed
that the object of the chase had been first a satellite, then Venus. Sheriff
Dustman did not accept this explanation. '

Chief Buchert photographed an object which was perhaps the
same one Spaur and Neff chased, but more likely not. While he heard over his
radio that they were in pursuit, it was moving up and down (relative to, actually
above and below) near some power lines or phone wires in front of his home. The
film seems inconclusive; two dark arcs are not separated by any frame boundaries.*
There is no warping, or was none when I examined it, at these points. They could
not, however, as the Air Force implied, be an image of Venus. (* or

to be interpreted as separate objects, either; there are no frame boundaries at all
in this area.)
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A densitometer examination of the negative should reveal whether the dark
portion of (the arcs which Buchert and the press assumed represented the UFO
are darker or lighter than the background. If they are darker than the minimum
exposure in that area (slight fogging), they could not be of any object at all,
except one which emits negative light (a gratuitous, though ad hoc and scientifically
unsound, qualification). The Air Force has issued several statements deprecating
this peculiar image: flaw in negative, poor handling in development, old foggy f£ilm,
and Venus-image. I do not know if a densitometer check was made. NICAP's Pittsburgh
Subcommittee has this equipment, but I was able to examine the negative only in the
presence of Chief Buchert. At any rate, I consider the film to be irrelevant because
of the lack of correlation between Buchert's sighting, and that of Spaur and Neff,
and between the peculiar image(s) on the f£ilm, and the deputies® description of the
object. (Irrelevant to the P-13 sighting, that is.) The press gave this item much
attention because there was a Photograph.

That's all for the moment, Prof. Powers. Sorry it isn't more complete. I have
to listen to several tapes and make some more calls, If you want more, please write
or call, Address: 5709 Woodmont St., Pittsburgh, Pa, 15217. Phone: 412-521-7675,

I will get on top of this confusion (moving in) within a few days, and wrap up this
phase.

Hoping to hear from you soon.
Cordially,

William B. WeitZel

Enclosures

PS DNone of the following associated with this UFO: color changes (only white);
EM effects; physiological effects, either during or after, such as heat,
tingling, disorientation, or the like; radioactivity -- Spaur and P-13 were

checked by local CD unit just after sighting; I checked the 224 hovering site
16 hours later.



Dear Mr. Spaur and Mr, Neff, .

I am the man who called from the Dearborn Observatory the
night after the sighting and got Mr..Spaur's statement, I am
an assistant to Dr. Jo. A. Hynek, director of the observatory and
scientific consultant to the Alr Force UFO investigating office.

Appareﬂtly I found out comsiderably more about this event than
the Alr Fomce investigator did, because I cannot agree with the
evaluation publicly released a few days after the sighting. What
you reported to me could not possibly lead to such'a conclusion:

2 satellite satisfies none of the characteristics of your reported
object. As a matter of fact, Dr. Hynek agrees with this, He was
not consulted before this news release was put forth.

I thought at first that during the latter part of your experience,
after you had lost the object and then re-acquired it, that you
and Mr., Houstop might have spotted Venus, and thought it was the
same object at a higher altitude: I spoke to Major Qhintenilla
on the telephone at tlke time I gave him the results of my telephone
interview, and told him of this 1dea., Now I have additional infor-
mation, chiefly from Mr. William Weitzel, which appears to make
that hypothesis 1ncorrecto I now understand that you and other
witnesses did notice Venus and the Moon, and saw the object in
motion relative to them, as well as being able to see a shape.

At no time, however, did I suppose that the earlier part of the
sighting Involved anything other than an airborne object,

As far as Dr. Hynek and I are concerned, this incident will
require considerable additional mmphxmxistmm investigation, before
sny conclusion at all can ® reached - assuming, of course, that

some kind of explanstion can B found, which seems highly doubtful,



I regret exceedingly that your report seemed to have been taken
light%y, or even disbelleved. I can see no reason for your being
insulted in this way, and I apologize for whatever part my report
to the Alr Force may have played in leading to such a result. I have
no reason whatsoever to doubt that you saw exactly what you described,

In defense of the Air Force handling of his case, I would like
to poin? ouf 8 fact thatis not generally known: at the time of
this sighting snd the previous Michigan sightings, Project Bluebook
had just lost its chief ( and essenthlly 1ts only) field investi-
gator, who had just retired. Hence Maj. Quintenlilla had to rely on
reports from lnexperienced inastigatbrs, and was forced to do most
of his own investigating by telephone. I can understand how he may
have received false impressions himself via the telephone conversat:ions,
because when I read the detailed statements by yourself and other
officers, given to Mr, Wzitzel; I realized that there was much of
importance that I had missed. I think you will agree thatbonditions
on the night I called you were not ideal for a telephone interview!l
Also, you must realize that since the Mikigan sightings, the Major
has heen flooded with letters and angry telephone calls - that press
release may well be nothing more than a perfectly human reaction on
the part of a man o has hd b put up with some pretty disgusting
ihsults himself, Dr. Hynek's "swamp gas" analysls was definitely not
popular, althugh I tend to hink 1t was a good guesas, since I do know
& lot about the circumstances surrounding those sightings.

Another factor that may help explain ( not excuse) the evaluation

is the fact that only g few weelts ( or was it just a wek?) before,
a depuby sheriff in Washtenaw.County, Michlgan, took some time

exposures of what he thought were two UFOs, which turned out to be
Vgnus and the Moon, I'll stake my reputation, mchas 1t is, on that



ong since I measured ths tralls, calculated the positions, and
found ;that evervthing chocks with that analysis. Everything, that

is, but the deputy'!s idea of what he was photographing. Anyway,

that one was really played up by thenewspapers, who used blowups
that exaggerated the length of the trails and cut out the hills

and streetlights at the bottom of the picture, and gave everyone the
impression t.hat the dust-srecks were stars. So wren I sald "Venus"
that no doubt set off the expected train of thought.

Pro Ject Bluebook now has a new field investigator, a young
lieutenant who seems pré&ty bright; he's coming to our Observatory
so we can telk over with him the way an investigation has to be
carried out if it 1s going to 1lead to respectable conclusions. For
reason®s I won't go into, I am sure he will work out much better
than the previous man. If it 1s any comfort to you, your sighting
and the subsequent news release may have been the combinatbn needed
to smxm cause g significant improvement in the gensal handling of
such cases. I hope you can still remember what it was like when you
had never seen a UF0 - it takes a long time for anyone,who has good
sense,to absorb all the reports and graduslly realize that there
may be.aomething really worth looking into among them, So mayy of
them turn out to be ordinary obdcts, that one can easily get into
the habit of writing them all off. You are very fortunate to have
had first-hand contact wih some thing unusual. A person who has not
had such an exprimca, who mist judge only on the basis of people's
words, has a much harder time knowing what to belleve.

One last word or ¥o: judging from your statements after the
press release, I wuld judge that you are not paf.izicularly anti-

Air Force -~ you only want to be treated like honest men. I hope
that you will see fit to consider this letter as between you amd-

me. I hsve no dezire to embarrass Pro ject Bluebook: I just wantto



see what I can do to help it work better. I think that the Air
Force‘ia probably the best-squipped organization for investigating
UFOs, knd we ought to sim at seeing'wﬁt we can do to get that

vast machinery moving a 1ittle more in the right direction. We won't
do that by getting the press into a fight wih Bluebook. A man on

the defensive isn'tlgoing to lis ten to reason, and the Air Force is
run by men, even as you and I. I don't see any harm in your letting
the peoﬁle around you know that your story is believed, and thyt

the Air Force may possibly revise its opinion on the basis of

more complete infemation, but I would think that it wuld be best

for now not to get this in the papers. I'm writing this letter for
your personal peace of mind, not to satisfy the casual curiosity of
the public., Not that I think the public should be kept in the dark -
it's just that the Air Force is in a ticklish position right now,
and I want to give them a chance to clean their own house. Of

course you don't have to do anything I say - I'm not in the Air Force
or under their orders, axd nefher is Dr, Hynek, I hope you will

think it over, though.

In the meantime, we're collecting dl the information on the
sighting that we can, hre at Dearborn. If you find out any more,
such as additional witnesses who might trud =mmmx us enough to
tell us their stories, we'd apprecigte it Just in case the file is
re-opened. If it isn't re-opened - well, we'll deal with that when
. it hpppens, if it does. |

Yours truly,
William T. Powers
Systems Engineer
Dearbarn Observatory
Nothwestern University
Evanston, Illinols
Please excuse my lousy typing - I wankd to get this letter off to wou.
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SERALD R. FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE:
" FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 425 CHERAY STREET SE.

Congress of the Anited States
Office of the Minority Leader
1Bouse of Representatives
ashington, 3B.C.

May 23, 1966

Mr. William B. Weitzel, Chairman
NICAP Pittsburgh Subcommittee
5709 Woodmont Street

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel:

I wish to acknowledge and thank you for your letter of May 17th enclosing
a copy of your letter to. Congressman . Stanton regarding the April 17th
sighting.

While I appreciate having the information on this sighting, my main con-
cern has been that a Congressional investigation be held, all the facts
examined on the unexplained sightings, and that the report be made fully
available to the public.

Because of my request, certain progress has been made. I am enclosing
a release on that I thought you would like to see.

Kindest personal regards.

Sincerel s 3“/(/

Gerald R. Ford, M.C.
GRF:jb

enc.
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Major Hector Q.xintani.na, Jre
wright-patterson AFB
Dayton, Chio

Dear 'Major. Quintanilla,

After our talk last week in Portage County, I was afraid you had gone
away with some ill feeling, as you seemed to be angry that I was asking you
questions following the meeting. 1iet me assure you that I was only concerned
that you get the full picture of what happened on april 17, as I am still
concerned., I am just as anxious as you are that an objective evaluation be
made, and I do not see how it could be objective if insufficient data were
collected, 1 am sure that you do not consider seriously reports of this sort:
"I saw a light in the sky same time last year." But you seemed to be interpreting
the report offered by the four police officers, particularly Dale Spaur, as this:
"] saw a light in the sky the morming of April 17, and followed it southeast,™
Frankly, sir, I don't see that such a skimpy report would be worthy of your
attention in the first place, If this is all you thought it was, it must have
seemed a terrible waste of time to have to drive aeross Chio and back just to
have it repeated to you. If that is the case, I have much admiration for the
patience you showed at that meeting, despite a little heat between us at the end.

I will, likewise, understand if you choosc not to answer this letter. It
is, I know, difficult to change your mind or admit an error; even if after reading
my comments below, you sti]l feel you are right, you will probably think it a
waste of time to reply. MNowever, I fcel it is only fair to offer you the opportunity
to change ny. mind, I am willing to hqve it changed; indeed, I would not have dome
a camplete job of investigating this case unless I sought your informed opinion.
1 hope you will extend to me, then, the courtesy of proving me wrong, at least;
or if on reconsideration you decide the opposite, of admitting it. I will not be
happy to be proven wrong, of course., But that would be totally irrelevant to what
should go into my record.

I shall offer my comments in this manner, or from this point of view.
Assuming that you were aware of certain features of the testimony offered to
you orally on May 10, and that these features, if taken seriously, would of
course rule out the explamation of the sighting you have decided upon, you
must have had some criterion, or criteria, for rulZing out the features to
rule in the explanation. 1et me be a little more clear, I don't mean that
you took the explanation first, then the data, and eliminated the data to
fit the explanation; that would be ridiculous. I mean instead, that you must
have seen £it (for other reasons than that the explanation t_xgg_ to be preserved)
before making your evaluation, to eliminate those features,

on reading that over, I see a lack of objectivity. If it irritates you to
sec me assuming anything &t all, from a scientific point of view, since it is
unscientific to color a problem with assumptions, I will make this as well one
of my questions, even though that is stretching objectivity a bit! (Some assumptions
must be granted for a problem to even be seen!) But to be rigorous, I will begin
there and not assume an answer from you one way or the other.

1. Did you.choose to disregard those features of the testimony that did not
fit your explanation?
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1 must confess that if you answer “yes" there, I won't expect a reply from
you, as the whole point of this letter is to have you £111 in for the record your
specific reasons for putting away certain parts of the testimony. tHere are those
parts; the points are meant as questions -- "that reason is there for not taking

into sccoumt in an evaluation?* For " *  the following:

2, The UFO's size: "Prom berm to berm on 224" Spaur said. Rte. 224 is a
good sized, 2-lane road. Also, he added when £illing out the questionairre, "As
big as a three-bedroom ranch home." And, "Hell, it was big as a house!"™

3, ‘the UFO's brightness: '"Like looking down the middle of hell, or something,
for a minute. And it was vary bright; it'd make your eyes water, "

4, ‘The UFO's change in brightness depending on its height: "It would get
brighter when it would go up, and then it would seem like it would lose part of
- its intenseness, of the light, as it would came back down to us."

5. The UFO's sound: a huming noise that would change pitch.

6. The UFO's being seen to the north or south: from the enclosed map, and
the statement that it was to their left when traveling toward Canfield, north;
likewise, when they turned down 183 near Deerfield, it was behind them. at that
time it then moved to their right, thus scuth. Also, after leaving Canfield,
from Reff's testimony: "and we turned off to the right. And it was over to the
right of us then, and that throwed it back over to the left hand side of the cruiser,
And it seemed like it just went off the road and quit; when we was going a little
bit south, it turned and come right back with us. South,"

7. Te lit-up ground under the UFO: "It was no more, after it gained altitude,
no more than between three and £ive hundred feet, *cause it was light on the ground
underneath of it. It was, the illumination from it, when it crossed that big erane,
vhere the strip field is and stuff, you could see it just as plain as you can see
that telephone. And this was before daylight."

8. The Ur0's metallic appearance: 'Dut that's the metallie part that you
could sce. You could see it vefy plain, and it was like an aluminum top that's
been used for a while; it was definitely a silver, or light color, but it wasn't
like chrome; it was silver color but it wasn't polished silver. Smoky silver.
Dull silver, or whatever you'd walk}® it; it was, I saw it very plainly."

9. The UFO's projection: "when it would do this, you could see this one
projection on the back. Fifteen or eighteen feet long, it would appear to be.
This is strictly an estimate."

10, The UFO's maneuvering: "This front part would change its angle of trim,
« « » o there was this one projection on it that we could see at any time; there
were a couple times it made the same maneuver we couldn®t see it."™ At this time
the object appeared to be about 100 feet away.

11, The UFO's being more visible when it (the sky) became lightek: ‘'very
clear, there was no problem at all, as a nmatter of fact, the lighter it got, the

better we could see it."tAn object that was totally illuminated would have gone
down in (relative)bxigiitries

12, ‘The nature of the UFO's disappearance: ‘e watched it through an antemna.

o o o o it vent P3335HMHEJ, straight up; and I mean, when it went up, friend, it
didn*t play no games; it went straight up."
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There are two points about number 12, sir. First, the mobility of the UFO
is indicated by its moving from between (in line of sight) 1V antenna wires, to
above them; then, in your own word, it "disappeared". (Spaur agreed to that word,)
Second, would not radar from Oakdale or Creater Pittsburgh, which are hidden by
tall hills to the south of the site of the sighting®s terminal position, fail to
pick up an object so low, which then rose rapidly without playing 'no games"? The
sweep might not have been covering that area when the UFQ rose from its "hiding
place" to out of sight.

This latter part of the event raises another problem: a second UFO! 'There
was cne bright spot right off the, about where the nosc would have been on the (man
in the) moon, but the bright spot had been there, I don't know how long the bright
gpot had been there, it was quite a while. But when we were watching, it would have
been, at this time, «- of course, that spot was awful small, it wasn't as big as
this, that we were watching." From a photgograph made f£rom where Spaur stood, the

three objects were placed a§ follows: °q (including Spaur's testimony)
1) "Bright spot® ——f-%.3

2) Crescent moon
3) 10 reported,
seen here behind a

1V antemna

”~

Actually, the moon was a little higher,

‘here is one other thing I would like to ask, rajor (uintanilla, following up
a request I made after the May 10 meeting. The police officers in Chio who observed
three jets behind a larze, bright ball going horizontally across the sky in Spaur®s
direction, for a mimute or so, reported that the two jets in the rear were turning
toward the first ome (directly behind, about a mile, the object) from another direction.
You said no jets were scrambled or diverted by anyone on the ground. Could it be 6
that some pilot requested permission to chase an object, have permission granted, and
then you would not get this information if you phrased your request scmething like,
"werce any jets scrambled? This is why I thought a specific question from you would
elicit a more direct reply, about a pilot radioing in some report not made under

orders. Did ysu get an answer to your question? 111 make that number 15, just to
be more formal: :

13, Vvere any Jets involved in any way with the UF0? 1f not under orders, as

you indicated, did some pilot on his own initiative, or with permission, observe a
UFO? ‘

Cf course, it would probably be almost irpossible for you to find ocut if a pilot
went off course during a practice, or otherwise, £light, to *chase a flying saucer™!
You are probably well aware of how queasy pilots are about reporting such things.

That is all the questions I have, sir. Except for a re¢uest on behalf of Dale
Spaur: if you release any further findings to the news media about this, he would
appreciate it, I am sure, if you mention not only him, but also Wilbur Neff, Prank .
Panzanella, and ayne Huston as observers, Spaur looks rather f£oolish to the publie,
and his ability to perform police duties has been eroded by publicity that he chased
a planet, lle wishes that the press (UPI, radio, etc.) had been fairer in naming the
other officers involved, I am sure you will do this if the opportunity arises,



weitzel -- Major Quintanilla 5/17/66 page 4

I'm afraid I forgot something, but this positively will be the last question.

14, vhat reason is there for not taking into account that Wayne Huston saw
the object coming from the west (northwest) with Spaur and Neff directly behind it,
then go overhead and down the road southeast as they followed it? ‘“anyway, this
thing passes over another police car. He watches it go by, he's spotted it now."
Tluston was standing outside his car, expecting Spaur and Neff at any moment, having
been listening to radio traffic, perhaps this will be submitted by those checking
in the pittsburgh area for you, from either Oakdale or Greater Pittsburgh,

It may be that nearly all the points I raised could be easily explainad by
an inclusive answer, such as "hallucination™. That is a very uncomfortable word,

of course! And I realize that, being in the high position you are, you would preﬁet
a less loaded tem,

But as it stands, sir, the sighting reported by Spaur and discussed with him
by you, has not been explai.ned. Taking "sighting'" as you did, when you told him
to tell "what he saw", Now, you and I both know that what people see is not, sometimes,
what is there, If there is any indication the four men were having an halluecination,
or exaggeration of a stimulus, I think that should be said. Perscnally, I know of
nothing indicating this, But if that is the situation, as seems to be implicit in
your conclusion, I think it should be said in a forthright mamner, and substantiated,
I am sure you have data other than that which I have, about this event. It is only
fair that you make knowawhat it was that accounts for the points I ralsed above .
(except for number 13), whether one reason or many.

Fraa your point of view, I hope it is one simple reason; that will make it
the more easier to reply to me. But whether one reason or many, I hope you will
reply soon.

Respectfully yours,

willisam B. teitzel
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while on patrol S R 224, Deputy D. F. Spaur and Mounted Deputy Neff
spotted a UFO about 50 feet off the ground over a heavily wooded area. This
vehicle or object could and did move in any direction. I advised my sergeant,
H. Shoenfelt, of what I had observed, having no camera of my own. The sergeant
advised that I keep this (?) under observation and pursue same until we could
contact a unit with a camera. The (?) was about 35 to 45 feet across the
bottom and about 24 feet high. The (?) was very bright. The (?) seemed
suspended on a beam of light. The only sound that could be heard was a faint
huming. This might have come from a power line, I was shook up at this time.

We observed the wvehicle or (?) go straight up to about 200 feet and start

east. we followed this craft ot (?). It moved upward to about 500 feet and
increased its speed to about 80 mph ground speed. we followed the object,
The sergeant advised if possible to stay with this (?). There was not much
traffic so I stayed with the (?). It increased its speed to 1lu3 mph ground
speed. The vehicle never made any attempt to lose us or to mske any change
of direction. we followed the (?) to just outside of pittsburgh, Pa.

We were about out of fuel as we spotted a Conway, Pa. Police Department
car. After advising him of what we were chasing, he radioed his station.

They contacted the airport. 1 got five gallons of fuel from this department
and returned to my station,

Signed: Dale F. Spaur, #15 April 17, 1966

PORTAGE COUNTY SHERIFF INVESTIGATION REPQRT
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INTRODUCTION, AND CONCLUSION

This report documents the April 17, 1966 pursuit of an unidentified flying object
from Portage County, Chio, to Conway, Pennsylvania, The event caught world-wide
attention, United States Congressional interest, and the nommal outpourings of the
public's expressions of curiosity, skepticism,. ridicule, sympathy, indignationm,
resignation, and (not exactly an "outpouring") apathy, which accampany UFO sightings.
The role of the United States Air Force's "Project Blue Book," charged with the
responsibility of investigation and evaluation of UFQ reports, was publicized to

an unusual degree, and a substantial portion of this report documents that as well,

The reader is cautioned to keep in mind the possible differences, or non-identity,
among the unidentified f£lying objects mentioned herein. Paradoxically, it is easy
to confuse mutual unidentifiability as a common trait, and identify two unidentified
items. There are at least four sightings involved in the brief (1% hour) April 17
chase, and it may be that they are all due to different objects. Tt may also be
that they are all due to conventional objects and natural phencmena of variocus (or
of-the same) sorts. All sorts of things "may be." NICAP's position on this event
is that a solid, unconventional, perhaps extraterrestrially designed, object was
chased, ‘The Air Force's position, based on Project Blue Book's conclusica, is that
the observation(s) were of Bcho and Venus.

The report is incomplete. Investigative leads are still being followed up, and

the controversy over the Air Forcets conclusion is still alive. The account of

the chase, transcripts of testimony, and written documents are intended to supplement
each other; economy of time and materials forbade extension.

Transcripts contained herein are all from tape recordings made in the presence of,
and with the permission of, those being interviewed or those interviewing ("“or*
should be “andv«),

A few notes of gratitude are appropriate -- Carol Clapp, through her articles in
the Ravenna, Chio Record-Courier (nearly thirty) kept Spaur's and Neff's fellow
citizens not only informed, but concerned. Tom Schley, reporter with the Beaver,
pennsylvania County Times, besides his usual fine articles, assisted with much of
the investigative work I could not do, including interviews and leads, Sheriff
Ross Dustman, portage County, Chio, made his office's facilities available for
my work there. Congressman William Stanton and Common Pleas Court Judge Robert
Cook were decisive in getting much, that strongly needed to be, accomplished.

Since I have precluded a legitimate conclusion with my note on incompleteness,

I will only say that, what has been done in this investigation, should never have
had to have been done in the first place. I hope the materials in this report
will help a little to make more of the same, less necessary.

William Weitzel
remnsylvania thit #1
NICAP



THE CHASE

(NOTE: Details in this account are taken from about sixty hours of testimony,
nearly all of it tape-recorded and/or in signed documents. Some of this material
is reproduced in this Report.)

Deputy Sheriff Dale F. Spaur's week had been an ordinary one, except that for
two days before April 17, he had taken a brief vacation from his extra job,

in construction work, to enjoy some f£ishing and extra sleep, more than his
usual six hour per day average. Otherwise, it was a normal schedule of police
work. On the evening of the 16th, he had a couple of glasses of a beer-tomato
juice mixture, a dinner of steak and eggs, took a 2-hour nap, awoke, and had
two cups of coffee before reporting for duty at midnight, at the Portage County
Sheriff*s Office in Ravenna, chio. He was immediately dispatched to check a
prowler complaint, with the assistance of police from Mogadore, in southwest
Portage County. Nothing was found. He received a call to pick up Wilbur Neff
at the station. "Barney" Neff is a local Thermo-~-King mechanic who rides with
regular Deputy Sheriffs when he has an opportunity, as a dounted Deputy. Spaur
returned to the station, from whence he and Neff were dispatched to answer a
call about a car shearing a utility pole near Atwater Center, on Rte. 183, They
had the driver sent to a hospital, had the car towed, and an Chio Edison man
came to fix the pole. The deputies drove to Deerfield to get some coffee for
the repairman; it was a brisk morning. At the Circle Pump in Deerfield, they
assisted a motorist whose car had broken down, and arranged to have it towed.
They returned with the coffee shortly before 5:00 AM EST, about 4:45,

While they were talking with the Chio Edison man, they listened to radio traffic
between Portage and Summit counties, concerning a woman in Summit County, Mrs.
Harvey Hays, who reported a brightly lighted object ™as big as a house" flying
over her neighborhood, from Akron. The object was too low to be a plane, and
too high for a street light, she said., Jokes were exchanged, over the radio
among the radio operators and deputies Spaur and Neff, and with the repairman.
Spaur had heard about "f£lying saucers'" before, but did not take them seriocusly.

The deputies left the scene of the accident and headed west on Rte. 224, to make
out an accident report at the hospital. Wwhen they reached a point on 224 (marked
on the Portage County map with arrows 1 and 2), they saw a car parked on the
berm on the south side of the road., They turned around to investigate, and
parked behind the car. It was a rusty '59 white Ford, apparently abandoned.

(The owner was found later.) As part of regular procedure, both men left their
car, cruiser P-13, with the engine running, in case quick pursuit would be
necessary. Neff waited by the front of the cruiser while Spaur advanced, Spaur
looked over his right shoulder to check the surroundings. .
Through the trees atop a small hill next to the berm, he noticed a light moving.
It was coming from the west, toward them. At first he was mildly surprised,
thinking, '"well, that must be the UFO that's been talked about!" The light came
closer, and he called Neff's attention to it. It grew larger, came near the
trees, then rose and changed its course, céming over the trees, and moved over
the road, right above where they were standing, It passed over the road to the
north side (map position 2)(arrows are direction-vectors), where it stopped,
fifty to a hundred feet up. Both Spaur and Neff were petrified with fear and
astonishment. The object was too bright, a brilliant blue-white light "almost
as bright as a £lashbulb", to look at for more than a few moments; it made

Spaur 's eyes water; but the thing was at least forty five feet across, perfectly
round, and it 1lit up the ground around the eruiser "as bright as high noon.*
When Spaur involuntarily looked away from the object to the ground, he noticed
that neither his clothes nor the grass were burning. He had not consciously

expected burning, but he noticed its absence. After a short time, both men,
without saying a word, simultaneously entered the cruiser as quicfcly as they could,



THE CHASE (two)

The time was 5:07 AM EST.

In Mantua Village, 18 miles northwest of P-13, Chief of Police Gerald Buchert,
on patrol just outside of town to the south, on Rte. 44, had been hearing the
radio traffic on the:PFO seen in Sumit County, and happened to see a bright
light in the sky to the southeast. At first he thought it was a star, but it
was much brighter than the other stars in the dawn sky, and did not twinkle.

It was to the right of the moon, and somewhat above it. He watched for a mimute
or two, but the object did not go anywhere. Thinking this might be the reported
UFO, he drove to his home and awakened his wife, to observe it with him. W%hile
they watched, the object moved left and right, and up and down above and below
nearby phone wires. From his front yard, it appeared farther away from the moon,
still to the right, than when he had first seen it. When it moved left or
right, it appeared like two saucers facing each other, and the forward-moving
edge tilted, in attitude, upward. When it was stopped, or moving up or down,

it appeared to be spherical. His wife described it as a sphere with a ring
around it, like Saturn, when it moved left or right. No other features were
visible, and it was just big enough to make out those mentioned.

Buchert had with him a Brownie Starmite camera, used in his police work. He
took three pictures of the object, one of it alone, one with the moon in the
framing area, and one with a nearby telephone pole in the area. He telephoned
a report into the Sheriff's Office; by this time there was excited talk on the
car radio about Spaur and Neff chasing something. Having made his report, Chief
Buchert returned to his regular duties., The object had not gone away. His wife
stopped watching it., The time was about 5:20 aM.

Back to 5:07 -~ '"This thing could go, like I said before, it could change its angle,
and then it would move foreward with the front tilted downward, and this is why

we pursued it, so no one would say we'd eaten too many cookies at the wrong

time, or something. The light didn't have any effect on us; of course, your
adrenalin comes up pretty good. I started sweating; I didn't know what was going
to happen., It didnt't harm either myself or my partner. Of course, we made a dash
for the car. I don't know vhat we wWere gonna do once we got in it. I radioed

the desk. This is when the sergeant asked us if we could observe the vehicle;

I told him we could, very well. We watched it climb; we turned everything off

in the car completely. There was sort of a whisper behind a humming noise, which
seemed to come from the object. This thing went straight up to about 250 or 400
feet and came back to the south side of the highway, directly overhead.” (Spaur 4/17)

The sergeant, H. Shoenfelt, instructed Spaur to keep the UFQ under observation
until a camera car could arrive., vthile they watched, the object moved from
directly overhead to a point just over the center of the road, about 150 feet
ahead, and "checked" its travel, hovering perfectly still, Spaur started the
car down the road toward it. He could see now that it was from 18 to 24 feet
thick, top to bottom. It was rounded on the bottom; the top could be seen
dimly silouetted against the sky. The bottom and edges were a brilliant blue
white color, and the road was illuminated underneath the cbject. Spaur had
noticed that when it elevated, the humming noise had gone up in pitch, and the
brightness had increased. When the UFO moved from the south side of the road,
over them, to its center at a distance, the spot of light on the ground seemed -
thrown behind it, and the object tilted dowm in its forward direction of travel.



THE CHASE (three)

(See map position 3) As the men moved forward in P-13, the UFQ rose to about

500 feet and receded from them slowly. They sped up. The UFO sped up. This

jerky acceleration was repeated several times until, within about a nile, they

were traveling about 80 mph, still behind the object. Deputy Sheriff Robert Wilson,
Radio Operator, thinking this would be a good opportunity to see whether flying
saucers were weather balloons, suggested Spaur use his .44 Magnum; he declined.

Sgt. Shoenfelt commented, somewhat lightly, that it would be well not to "agitate"
the object. Spaur's seriousness was quickly communicated to the men in the
station, however, and they were all becoming quite excited., Wilson turned on

the intercom so those at distant points within the station could hear his traffic.

then p-13 got to Rte. 183, Spaur had to make a quick turn; he chose to go scuth.
The object stopped, just off 224, over a field (4). When Spaur turned back on
224, about a mile further, he and Neff watched the object come south, cross the
road, and make a turn to the east about a hundred yards from the road. It was
still illuminating the ground, Orville Scarry, Radio Operator of the Sheriff's
Office in the Columbiana County Jail in Lisbon, Chio, heard Spaur say the UFO
was lighting the road so well that he wouldn't have needed headlights; when it
passed over a construction site near Atwater Center, it lit up a large crane.

It maintained its distance from the road until P-13 neared Berlin Reservoir;
then it rose again, to nearly a thousand feet, and crossed the road to the north,
before the twist, -at the reservoir. (See 7, 8.) It remained due north for a

few minutes; Spaur could see it out his left window as they headed due east; then
it crossed the road again to the south, before they reached Canfield (9, 10).

(It should be emphasized that both men were well aware of the phenomenon of
relative motion, due to observer orientation changes, of distant objects; they
mentioned this, as well, in their testimony,)

The UFO was now moving at an altitude of about 1000 feet, and Spaur?'s ground
speed was nearly 100 mph. Fortunately, the road was clear, with hardly any
traffic at this time of morning. nfortunately, however, due to the necessity

for close attention to the requirements of the pursuit, and the excitement of
those in radio stations monitoring their position calls, a mixup occurred which
hampered acquiring photographic evidence., Both Ravenna and Salem, Ohio radio
operators pointed out that, when Spaur said he was on Rte. 14 (same here as 224)
or "on 14 crossing 534," they interpreted this to mean Rte. 14A, which was once
Rte. 14, 534 crosses both roads; 14A, near Salem. Those who did try to intercept
or join in the pursuit, or use cameras, were frustrated. The camera car sent by
Portage County had been outdistanced when P-13 reached Mahoning County (Berlin
Reservoir)., Deputy Sheriff Dave Brothers of Columbiana County was waiting
outside of Salem on 14A; when he heard Spaur, or Neff, say they were at Canfield,
he realized what had happened, and tried to reach a better vantage point by driving
east on 14A, but it was too late. '

When P-13 reached Canfield, the UFO was moving farther and farther south, still
running east, to their right, Neff, who is familiar with the roads in that area,
had Spaur turn right onto a traffic arc that bypasses Canfield. uhen they did
this, the UFO kept on going a bit, over the road ahead of them (11); then, as

they proceeded south, it changed its course and came back ahead of them ,(12), to the
south, before the bypass actually began its curve. They followed the road umtil
they could turn south again, and headed due south.down 14-46, with the UFO ahead

of them to the south., <= :

v



THE CHASE (four)

The deputies noted, and broadcast, that when they had to Slow down for traffic
lights, ;or .other encumbrances, the UFQ would slow also, as if to wait for them.
This happened several times before the end of the chase, except near Rochester,
when it went over a hill, but even then, and particularly then, when they
emerged from obscuring objects, it had dropped and was hovering, "in wait."

The deputies, mainly Spaur, were getting worried now. Orville Scarry heard
their concern over no one else corroborating their observations, lest they

be thought lying. '"Boy is this wierd," Robert Wilson noted as a f£réquently- ' °
repeated comment. More details were becoming apparent, as the object was
better seen by reflected daylight (the sun rose at 5:20), and its silhouette
had better contrast with the sky. They noted a projection, about 18 feet long
and a foot or so wide at its base on the trailing top portion of the object;
this "antenna" tilted to the rear and tapered to a near point. They saw this
chiefly when the UFO changed speed or direction. The top appeared dome-shaped,
except, according to Spaur (Neff disagrees only with this feature of the UFO's
description), for a sharp drop-off near the "antenna". The front top half was
still brilliantly self-illuminated, and so was the top tip of the rear, but

now they could see a satiny metallic finish to the rest of the top. Spaur
turned off his radio once or twice to check for the humming noise; he still
heard it. Neff kept his head close to the windshield, watching the UFO high above.

As -P-13 neared Columbiana, the UF0, getting distant, again changed its velocity,
as if to keep with them; this was at the intersection of Rte. 165 (E-W) and
Rte. 14-46,

In Columbiana, Patrolman Jack Haines was searching for a camera. He acquired one,
but the deputies had passed, with a near disaster. The UFO had turned left*onto
(over) Rte. 14 where it goes left at a large intersection, of Rtes. 164 and 14A.
When Spaur made a left turn, the cruiser hit gravel and nearly went off the

road. Spaur is an excellent driver, however; he once raced cars, and has never
(or had never, until April 17) lost in a pursuit. He negotiated the turn, and
followed the UFO, which was going southeast now, over Rte., 14 toward thitye.

East Palestine Patrolman Wayne Huston, in cruiser OV-1, got into radio contact
with Spaur., He parked his car, engine running, by Rte. 14, north of gast Palestine,
and asked Spaur whete to look. Spaur replied, 'Look out your left window, and up.”
Huston was standing by his car, talking with the extension microphone (standard
equipment). He looked up 14 to the northwest, and saw a bright light approaching.
The light took on detail, When it flew straight overhead, from the northwest
(300°), it was going so fast, and so high, he could not study it, but he saw

a "partly melted ice cream cone" shape; flattened dome, self-illuminated, and
brilliant cone underneath. The cone, however, seemed not to be solid, but more
like a tapered light beam diffusing through smoke., The cone was bent to the

rear, of the direction of travel.

P-13 was just behind the object (on the ground). Huston watched them fly by,
then jumped into his cruiser and took pursuit. It took several minutes to catch
up. By this time, the chase had continued to rennsylvania Rte. 51, and the road
was heading downhill, toward distant hills. Huston asked his station to call the
Pennsylvania State Police Barracks at Chippewa, which they did, The men had
gotten out of range of Portage County radio, and calls were being relayed through
Oorville Scarry, in Lisbon. Scarry began logging the chase at 5:35, when p-13

was at the state line. There was no hope now of getting an Ohio cruiser to

join the men,

* About 1000 °



THE CHASE (five)

At the Chippewa, Pa. State Police Barracks, Trooper Antonio J. Taglienti, at 5:35,
received a phone call with a number of requests: call the airport; f£ind out if
anything is on their radar; have interceptors sent up; assign a Permsylvania car
to assist. Trooper Taglienti called the airport: '"Nothing on ocur radar --

only available planes too f£ast -- will try to get visual contact £rom other
aircraft." He could hear the chase traffic over his telephone: 'The thing is
still above us." thile he was trying to muster aid, he heard the cruisers roar
by; he looked out the window, but saw nothing unusual. No cruisers were near
enough to help.

P-13 and OV-1 approached Brady's Run Park, a few miles out of Beaver, Pa.

The UFO approached steep hills near the road, The road got quite narrow.

A red Volkswagen came toward the park exit and hit a traffic light treadle.
Three trucks were coming toward the intersection from the east, and two more
loomed in front of the cruisers. Huston put on his siren. The light changed
to red, the UFO went up to 2000 feet, passed over the hill, and dropped behind
it, to their left. When P-13 and (V-1 got through the intersection, they
thought they had probably lost the object, but they had a good deal of momentum
left, and, hoping to see it on the other side of the hills, they contimued down
the narrow highway toward Rochester.

Just past Fallston, they passed through a railroad underpass, and the road
widened. Huston had been giving Spaur intense attention, instructing him

as to turns coming up. As they got out in the open, they spotted the object
near Rochester. Huston was the first to notice it; Spaur had been watching

him in his rear view mirror, and saw OV-1l nose down suddenly. 'There it is!"
Huston cried. Spaur looked ahead and saw the object directly ahead, hovering
apparently still, over the highway. It had come down to a few hundred feet

and, as before, appeared to be waiting for them. 3paur noticed that its apparent
size was larger than that of his rear view mirror.

As they approached it, the object went straight up rapidly to about a thousand
feet, then took off horizontally, ahead of them., They followed it into Freedom
and towards Conway. Rte. 51 had changed to 65. ‘The object diminished in size.
Just before it took off horizontally, Huston caught sight of a projection on the
top, on the right side., (NOTE: This would be consistent with earlier descriptions
of the projection '"to the rear", considering their speed, and that the highway "
turmns left into Rochester, about a mile after the Fallston underpass.)

Spaur was receiving calls from Portage County, relayed through Lisbon, to
return to base. He was running low on fuel, and his carburetor mixture was
not rich enough at high speeds ("suckfng air"). He said he would turm around.

By this time they were approaching Conway. Spaur saw a police ecruiser parked
across the highway, up ahead.

Conway Policeman Frank Panzanella had been heading home, off duty, when (about
5:40) he saw what he thought was a burning airplane heading toward him, atop

a hill next to Rte. 65. He drove downhill to escape a collision. The object
was coning in his direction, from the southwest. aAs he reached the bottom of
the hill and turned left, he saw, from his left window, a large, glowing object
move across his field of view from the west, away from him, but headed south, :
It appeared to be about 35 feet across, looked something like a bisected football,
and near the rear rim of the oval bottom, had several dark-circled light areas.

A projection went off the object, away from him, at its rear. It might have been
tilted, with a bottom view toward him, but it didn't make much sense to him.

He drove to an Atlantic service station next to Rte. 65 and parked his car.

when he got out, he saw the object move out over the Northern Lights Shopping
Center, east of him,



 THE CHASE (six)

The object appeared to Panzanella to be about an inch across at arm's length.
He moved to the southeast corner of the station to get a closer look. Just
then P-13 and (V-1 pulled up beside his car. -The officers got out and asked

if Panzanella had seen the object. "What object,' he replied; it had seemed
so strange to him he was reluctant to admit seeing it. VWhen they told him they
had chased it in from chio, he called John Beighey, Rochester Police Radio
Operator, and told him to call the airport. ‘ '

The four men stood and watched the object withdraw horizontally, directly away
from them, until it was a dot, from 1/16" to 1/4" arm's length apparent size,

It hovered. Spaur heard something on the radio about aireraft being scrambled.
The object moved rapidly upwards until it was level with the crescent moon,

off to its right. A bright spot, which the occupants of P-13 had noticed next

to the concave portion of the crescent, for some time, was till there, Panzanella
stood by his car, talking with Beighey. He could not see the moon,

At its first position, the UFO seemed about a thousand feet up. Actual angular
elevation was around 11° from the horizon. After its first elevation, it appeared
about 3,000 feet high. It remained motionless in this position while a jet

commercial airliner flew underneath, Panzanella told this to Beighey, who

relayed it to the airport. (NOTE: Somewhere along the line, this got reversed;

in the FAA log, the airliner is above the UFO,) Then the observers saw what

seemed to be jet vapor trails or contrails, arcing from the west or northwest,

from the left of the object, scmewhat towards it., A voice on Panzanella's radio
announced that jets were being scrambled. The object shot straight up and disappeared.
Whether it disappeared by dimming out, diminishing, or what, is not quite clear.

Panzanella had been trying to get other cruisers on his frequency to see the
jets and/or the object.

After it went out of sight, Spaur decided to try to make it to Unity, where Huston
could refuel him, The three men left. Panzanella waited to see if the object
would return. As P-13 and (OV-1 pulled away, Panzanella got a call from Beighey,
instructing him to have everyone call 264-5000 (USAFR, Greater Pittsburgh Airport).
Panzanella drove after the Ohio officers with his pursuit light on, and caught up
to them about three minutes after they left, in Freedom. As he approached them,
he heard a fading voice on his radio -~ Henry Kwaitanowski, an Economy Borough
Patrolman, *Hey, Frank, I saw two jets « . « ."

Kwaitanowski was standing by his cruiser, about three miles £rom Conway, roughly
southeast. He had been looking for jets, and trying to raise Panzanella on the
radio, but the traffic was largely between Panzanella and Beighey at that time.
Then Kwaitanowski saw two jets f£lying toward the sunrise, away £rom him, and behind
them, a shiny, football-shaped object, keeping its distance, about the same size
as the jets. He observed this for two or three minutes, then called Panzanella,
The~beginning of::Kwaitanowskits ‘observation seems close to the end of Panzanella‘'s,

Huston and P-13 drove to thé Rochester Police Station, where Spaur called the
number at GPA. He was interviewed briefly by ''same colonel' who hung up abruptly
after what seemed to Spaur a perfunctory interrogation, f£illed with suggestions

for canparisons of the UFO with familiar objects. The officer promised to forward
the information to Wright-Patterson. (NOTE: Five hours later the UFO project
office at the USAFR was unaware of the report.) No one else was interviewed. Neff,
Spaur and Huston went with Panzanella to get Spaur refueled, then Spaur and

Neff went back to Unity with Huston. There they talked briefly with Dave Brothers,
the Deputy Sheriff who had tried unsuccessfully to intercept them earlier. As they
drove back, they noticed several police cruisers parked at intersections, watching
them.



THE CHASE (seven) :

When Spaur and Neff returned to Ravenna, they and their cruiser were checked
for radioactivity with a Geiger counter, by the Fire chief and a Civil Defense
official. Nothing unusual was found, The original site (of first sighting)
was not checked. Buchert's £ilm was developed at the photographic laboratory
in the Court House, and four prints were made., By this time, the news had hit
the national press and broadcast media, which picked up the story by monitoring
the police radio traffic, Neff preferred to keep in seclusion from reporters,
which kept him from Spaur's exhausting experience of having incessant interviews,
nfortunately, the news media concentrated largely on Spaur; with the exception
of the Record Courier and the Beaver County Times, most papers and broadcasts,
as time passed, failed to emphasize the corroboration from the other officers
involved, A further distortion resulted from a hasty identification of Chief
Buchert's pictures with the P-13 sighting. 1Yittle note was made of what seemed
to the deputies the chief aspect of the event: an extensive instance of police
cooperation crossing local boundaries, Rad they been pursuing a bank robber,
this aspect may have been more clearly seen.

Ctne event that occurred during the chase deserves particularly close attention,
and for that reason has been postponed until now: the apparent reception of a
jet pilot®s radio transmission, reporting a close observation of the P-13 UFO.

vhen P-13 was traveling down Rte. 14~224, near Canfield, two patrolmen listening
to the Salem, Chio, police radio, decided to leave the station to watch for the
UFO's arrival in Salem; the report, "we're crossing 534," was interpreted to
mean 534's intersection of 14A, instead of 14, near that town. ‘The patrolmen,
Lonnie Johnson and Ray Esterly, expected to see the object come in from the
northwest; but while they were looking, they saw a jet plane in the distance,
at a small angle from the horizon, and then noticed an object in front of the
aireraft, The jet was flying in a north-south direction, in the east. They
watched the jet "pursue' the object, which looked like a bright ball, five times
the size of the jet behind it, in level f£light., "Two more jets arced in from
behind the first one. This sighting lasted a little over a minute, as they
remembered; they radioed in what they were observing, about 5:30, Just after
getting this report, the Radio Operator, Jack Cramer, and Police Lieutenant
Richard whinnery heard an unidentified voice break in on the regular traffic
(the voice was louder than normal, and unrecognizable): *I'm going down to
take a look at it. « « . IMm:right:above it. o , o It's about foity five féet
across, and it's trailing something,”

This transmission, from an as yet unidentified source, was received just five
minutes before Orville Scarry, Radio Operator in Lisbon, logged the deputies
crossing the state line. This would put them, at the time of the "voice",
just east of the patrolmen watching from Salem.

The TFO in this case, however, seems to have been a different one: it was
larger and higher than the one P-13 was following. (See statement, by oOfficers
Johnson and Esterly, and their drawing.,)
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NOTES ON CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND NEWS ARTICLES

These sections are almost exclusively related to the investigation performed

by Major Quintanilla of Project Blue Book. The point of the correspondence
with Congressman William Stanton was to inform him of the adverse reflection on
the officers in his district, resulting from the U.S.A.F. - sponsored conclusion
that the deputies had become hysterical at the sight of Echo, then chased Venus
out of the state, and the lack of basis for that conclusion.

I informed other congressmen who have expressed an interest in the UFQO topiec,
and the Air Force's role, of my communication with Congressman Stanton. The
May 17 letter to Mendel Rivers was also sent, in substantially the same fomm,
to Congressmen Ayers, Bates, Ford, Fulton, and McCormack. Speaker McCormack
has, for many years, upheld the viewpoint that the Air Force's handling of
UFO reports should be more open.

Some of these reproductions are of carbon copies; they may be of poorer quality;
corrections were made on originals with chalk-paper.

The "enclosure™ mentioned in the April 23 letter to Congressman Stanton, introducing
me to him, referred to a newspaper clipping of an interview expressing my views on
UFOs (conservative) and background.

Regarding personal opinions: It should be clear that I have expressed strong views
and dissatisfaction with the Blue Book program. 'This dissatisfaction is based on
close observation of the Portage County investigation as well as other sources.

I have no reason to believe the Portage County investigation is atypical of Blue
Book procedure. ‘The Portage County case (including all participants in and out

of the state) is ample grounds for dissatisfaction, aside from other well documented
cases (see NICAP's publication, THE UFO EVIDENCE,) My opinion of Major Quintanilla
is that he has a deep-rooted belief that no UFO has ever indicated the existence

of advanced technological techniques. His stated criterion for persuasion to the
contrary is testimony of astronomers who would report the approach of spaceships.
This is part of the unfortunate stereotype of "UFQ" -- if a UFO is not a spaceship,
just arrived from a distant world, it must be a conventional object or natural
phenomenon. Between these two poles there is a wealth of possibilities. ne is
reminded of Dr. Allen Hynek's April 5 testimony before the House Armed Services
Committee (#55) this year, regarding '"poverty of hypotheses.*™

Such a deep-rooted opinhion  is naturally going to stand in the way of an objective
evaluation of data. As has so often happened, if a witness gives testimony that
points to the existence of a device produced by an advanced technology, he must
therefore be disbelieved; either his objective evidence is incomplete, or his
subjective experience is out of whack with reality. Certainly, in this P-13 case,
the "they*'re all conventional™ opinion-is out of whack with the observations. But
vhy must the presumption be favored over the facts?

This is not of simply academic importance., UFOQ witnesses are subjects of a strange
experience, apparently beyond the realm of conventional explanation. To refuse to
widen the boundaries of that realm to include a (by now) momumental accumulation
of reports, ill befits our scientific ideals. 0n the level of the individual
citizen, be he a UFO witness or not, anxiety is increasing lest he be one; if he
is, his anxiety becomes conscious pain, from social disapproval, Fortunately for
the witnesses, but unfortunately for the Air Force, the disapproval is shifting
from the data-producers to the data-explainers, ‘The problem remains, however;

the data-producers are discouraged from performing their role. A rather obwious
answer to the frequent question, "If these things are flying around, why don’'t
more people report them?”
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NICAP attempt to have USAF re-re-evaluate April 17, 1966 chase of low-flying
object from Ohio to Pennsylvania by Ohio police officers (called by the USAF,
the "Ravenna case.") These notes post~date June 28 NICAP report.

iLetter to Lt. Col. John Spauldingl Maj. Quintanilla’s overlooking of

details of sighting., Request for explanation, and estimate of probability
that case will be fa&rly evaluated.

Letter to Maj, Quintanilla®:; Request to answer May 17 letter.

Congressman William Stanton leiter to WW: Expect to hear from Faj. Quintanilla
fairly soon, according to (enclosed) letter from Col. Dwight W. Covell3,

Majo. Quintanilla letter to WW: Amxious to reach a scientific conclusion on
April 17 case., Have weighed all points carefully. Witnesses saw a satellite
coming from NW going SE, then fixed eyes on Venus and "chased" it. If Venus
had been reported in addition to UFO, new light would have been shed on the
case,

(July 1l and 15 letters delayed in forwarding to NICAP: received this datey)
Letter to General Cruikshamcx Maj. Quintanilla has not evaluated data, such
as that witnesses did report Venus besides the UFO, and it originally came
from S, not NW. Request appropriate action.,

Dr. James !‘k:DonaZl.dS phone call to Richard Hall: Talked with Maj. Quintanilla
recently; he said he would classify April 17 case "unknouwn," would clear this
through Washington, and get Dr. Hynek's approval. NICAP's June 28 report not
in Blue Book file as expected; send another copy.

Letter to Col. Louis DeGoesé: Copy of June 28 report enclosed. Refer to
letter to Gen. Cruikshank; Maj. Guintanilla has not evaluated the facts.

Letter to Col. Freeman': Refer to letter to Col. Spaulding. Repeated query.

Letter to Congressman Stanton: Updated information on case. Seem to have
reached dead end; please advise.

Dr. Js Allen Hynek8 letter to HT, NICAP member in New York: Hynek not consultec
officially on April 17 case, but told USAF anyway that it should be classified
“unknown.® HT had written to Dr. Hynek out of personal curiosity, but felt
comments on April 17 case would be of :Lnterest to NICAP; forwarded letter and
permission to use.

‘Phone c21l to Dr., McDonald: Maj. Quintanilla definitely told Dr. McDonald
he would reclassify case "unknoun.® Expect Col. Freeman to have release now,

hone call to Col. Freeman: He has heard nothing, but it may be in the works.
Check with Col. Hippler; who would hear if so.

Phone call to Col. R. R. Hippler9.: He would hear nothing unless involving
major policy change of Blue Book. Check with Maj. Quintanilla.

Phone call to Maj. Quintanilla (in D.C. at this time): He never said he
would change conclusion from "satellite-Venus." But he sent case files,
including NICAP June 28 report, to Dr. Hynek in Ontario, where he is on
vacation. If Dr. Hynek and Col. DeGoes concur, evaluation will be changed.

Fhone call to Col. DeGoes: He claimed ignorance of any of these points; but

promised to discuss them with Maj. Quintanilla when he returned from D C. on
Monday, August 8.



April L( case
Ociober 25, 1964

- August 5 Phone call to Col. Freeman: He promised to call HICAP as soon as some
word came to his office about re-evaluatiecn, :

Avgust 6 Col, Florian A. HolmlC letter to WW: Acknowledge receipt of July 27

: letter to Gen. Cruikshank and July 30 letter to Col. DeGoes, and June 28
NICAP report. Continued evaluation of Blue Book depends on such material,
(This letter dated August 3.)

August 8 From reliable source, learned that Dr. Hynek had replied, prior to August L,
to Maj. Quintanilla®s request for review of case material, with “unknown."

August 9 Phone call to Mrs. Sara Hunt, SAFOI: She has heard nothing of any change of
evaluation. She talked with Col., Freeman this morning; he is on leave, and
she will notify me at NICAP if any word comes through.

Avgust 10 Visit: to Mrs. Hunt at Pentagon: She called Blue Book: no change.

August 11 Visit to Congressman Stanton: Discussion of how to get better response from
Blue Book., He will send letter directly to someone there, after I supply
summary of recent material and documents, this Monday, August 15.

August 11 Phone call to Project blue Book, Lt. Marleyllz Fe has heard nothing about
any change of evaluation. Will check with Maj. Quintanilla tomorrow,

August 12 Phone call to Project Blue Book, Lt. Marley: He has just checked with
Col, DeGoes, who has talked with Maj. Quintanilla. They have no plans to
change conclusion, have read NICAP report. "The major is still firm."
Marley doces not know anything about Dr. Hynek®s opinion; Dr. Hynek is in
Ontario. I pointed out above facts., Marley said he would read the NICAP
report when it was returned to files. He had no access to files to check
on whether May 10 hearing had resulted in any material therein, but assumed
it had. Then said Maj. Quintanilla was more interested in early material,
collected April 17, and that this had contradictions about UFO direction.
I reminded him that this interview lasted less than 3 minutes, and object
was seen in different directions over 73 mile path. Noted other points of
conflict with Blue Book conclusion, left word that NICAP not finished.

August 12 "Final summary to date: IM2jor Quintanilla and two other sources have
testified to the major’s intentions to present the case to Dr. Hynek.
Dr. Hynek has said he considers the case unknown, and has both unofficially
and officially indicated this to the Air Force. To date, after reviewing
v the NICAP material and presumably getting Dr. Hynek's official opinion to
the contrary, the case is classified satellite-Venus."

Auvgust 12 Maj., Donald Keyhoe lecture in Cleveland, Ohio: Mentioned that "NICAP has
a letter from Dr. Hynek saying the April 17 case should be classified
‘unknown?." Reported in lccal paper as Dr. Hynek’s writing to NICAP.

August 16 Editorial in Raverma, Ohio Record~Courier: USAF has used Dr. Hynek to
Yrubber stamp" ridiculous conclusion to April 17 sighting. "In a civil
dealing, this would be fraud.” HMentioned Dr. Hynek’s letter "to" NICAP,

August 17 Article in Record-Courier, by Carol Clapp: Interview with Dr. Hynek --
He does not agree with USAF conclusion. Emphasized initial phase of
sighting, deputies' observations in Portage County when object approached
closely (50 feet)., Stressed need for scientific study of UFO phenomena,
as is being plamned with university scientists, by USAF.



August 18

August 23

August 26

Avgust 30

-3 NICAP SUMMARY
April 17 case
October 25, 1966

Congressman Stanton letter to Maj. Quintanilla: Request for a change
from "satellite-Venus" to "unknown' because, "in a close reading and
analysis of the testimony, it cerbamly seems to me most significant
ithat the officers reported seeing Venus as well as the other object
which they described as being as big as an airplane, o "

NICAP Summary: Discussion of refusal of Blue Book to include Dr. Hynek's
opinion after it was officially solicited. Maj. Quintanilla had said, in
an interview with Carol Clapp published June 8, 1966 in the Record-Courier,
that Dr. Hynek passes final judgment on all "astronomical" conclusions.

Letter printed in Record-Courier from WW: Comments on August 16 editorial
(clearing up point about Dr. Hynek's letter), expanding on degree to which
Blue Book was overlooking key points, which Maj. Quintanilla had admitted

would challenge his conclusion,

Letter to Col. Holm: Ip view of Maj. Quintanilla's overlooking key points;
and his ignoring Dr. Hynek's opinion; please take rectifying action.

September 13 Letter to Col. Holm: Enclosed , transeript of May 10 hearing, with unedited

October Lt

October L

October |
October S

October 5

October- 5

Octover 6

October 6

October 7

tape recording from which it was made. Review of Maj. Quintanilla‘’s
investigation. Please answer these letters.

Congressman Stanton_Jletter to WW: Enclosed, September 30 letter from

Col., Hayden P, Mims12 s reviewing Blue Book®s re-evaluation at Cong. Stanton!s
request to Maj. Quintanilla of August 18, (Cong. Stanton's letter to WW
sent September 30.)

Rebuttal to Col, ifims® letter, which contains a number of inaccuracies, and
&ke~ the unfortunate statement, "Sheriff Spaur's statement is is purely
subjective and impossible to duplicate." Rebuttal consists of 1l points,
including, "GENERAL COMMENT: This letter from Colonel Mims indicates that
Blue Book -~ specifically, Major Quintanilla 'and the unknown re-evaluator -~
overlooked corroborating testimony resting in Blue Book's files. It

focuses on Dale Spaur as the chief witness, and belittles his testimony,
with pejorative and erroneous references.,"

Letter.to Col. Hippler: Situation reviewed; please advisé as to your or
my appropriate action for correcting. Enclosures, from above material.

Letter to Congressman Stanton: Comments on Col. Mims! letter with
rebuttal and other enclosures from above material.

Letter to Col. Freeman: Summary, and enclosures from above material.

tter to Mr. Jamss Bersiew: Summary, and enclosures from above material.
Letter to Col. Mims: Disagreement with letter to Congressman Stanton; you
have "misrepresenied, I have no doubt unknowingly, the facts of the case."
Enclosures from above material, including rebuttal.
Letter to Col. Holm: Comments on Col., Mims' letter, List of points made
in May 17 letter to Maj. Quintanilla, still unanswered, among enclosures
of above material, Please answer these (3) letters.

Letter to Sheriff Dustman: Summary, enclosures from above material.



B T ‘ HLCAL SUMmARY
April 17 case
October 25, 1966

October 8 Letter to Col. DeGoes: Summary, request inclusion in Blue Book files
of enclosures, from above material.

October 11 Col. Freeman letter to WW: Acknowledging letter and enclosures of
October 5. Enclosed, USAF press release-on University of Colorado study.

October 20 Letter to Col. Holm: Will soon send to printer account of April 17
event similar to June 28 NICAP report, but for public consumption. Would
like to have USAF response to following criticisms: (quoted)

1., That Major Quintanilla®s concern to evaluate the event scientifically
' was minimal, or nil.

2. That the major consciously rejected attempts to have called to his
-attention features of the sighting that were relevant and highly
significant, by his own stated criteria.

3. That the major rejected the solicited opinion of the Air Force's
own scientific consultant, Dr. Hynek, on this case, and that the -
- major went against his published word that Dr. Hynek passes final
Judgment on all cases whose designated conclusion is "“astronomical,”

ho That the Air Force has misled Congressman William Stanton as to the
f:cts of the case, in details of both testimony and Blue Book's efforts.

5. That personnel connected with Project Blue Book, including those
under whose purvizw that project falls, have pointedly ignored
reasonable requests for an explanation for Major Quintanilla‘'s
failure to examine relevant testimony, particularly. that from
corroborating witnesses to the April 17 event. (close quote)

Please reply within one week to these (i) letters. Enclosures from
above material. ‘ '

October 20 Letter to Col. Hippler: Request answer to October L letter. Enclosures
from above material,

October 20 letter to Col. DeGoes: Maj. Quintanilla’s July 15 letter enclesed, with
other material similarly unavailable October 8, last letter. Commentson
Major Quintanilla‘s opinion that a "spaceship" was reported April 17.

October 20 Received tape sent to Cul. Holm September 23, in envelope with no postmark,
: USAF-franked, return address "SAFOI-C." No covering letter.

October 21 Col. Gerald R. Jorgensenlh letter to WW: His office is reviewing
October 6 letter to Col. Mims,; "prior to sending it to Project Blue
Book where it will become a part of the permanent record. The material
will receive careful attention at this headquarters and at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base. You will be notified if analysis of the
information in your letter warrants further comment or alters the
Air Force position.* (This letter sent October 19.)

October 21 Letter to Col. Jorgensen: Appreciate response., More than routine effort
may be required to bring attention of Blue Book to bear on case. Please
comment on history of tape resceived yesterday.

October 21 letter to Congressman Stanton: Summuary, including Col. Jorgensen's letter.

October 2l Letter to Col. Jorgensen: Clarification of skepticism over Blue Book's
handling of case.



-b o ' NICAP SUMMARY
. April 17 case
' October 25, 1966

October 2l Letter to Col. Freeman: Comments on October 7 release, about
Colorado study. Comments on April 17 case's recent publicity
in context of "“hoax" claim.

; Moa 13 -11/5 corriipordon,

FINAL SUMMARY TO DATE: Col. Jorgensen's letier is a welcome development.j NICAP .
hopes for a fair review of the available testimony offered by the several
police officers involved, as radio listeners and as eye~witnesses, to the
April 17 UFO sighting. The eyewitnesses described a very low-flying,
solid, highly differentiated and umusual object. In NICAP's opinion,
this testimony warrants the USAF classification, "unknown," in line with
the definitions and reporting format of AFR 2C0-2, in line with Dr. Hynek's
opinion based on an examination of the USAF files, and in line with
common sense. Whether "unknown" in this case means "spaceship," as
Maj. Quintanilla seems to believe it must, is problematical. VB

1 Lt. Col. John Spaulding, Community Relatlons Division, USAF; after a visit from
Congressman Stanton, had Maj. Quintanilia conduct a hearing in Ravenna (May 10).

2 Mj. Hector Quintanilla, Jr., Chief of Project Blue Book.

3 Col. Dwight W. Covell, Congressional Inquiry Division, Office of Legislative
Liadienn, USAF.

L General Cruikshank, Commander,. Foreign Technology Division, Wright-Patterson AFB.

S Dr. James E. McDonald, Senior Physicist, Institute of Atmospheric Physics,
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.

6 Col. Louis DeGoes, FTD, Wright-Patterson AFB. After criticisms of Dr. McDonald
about Blue Book's operations, assigned to internal investigative team to monitor
and study Blue Book, report within 2-3 month period (over summer 1966).

7 Lt. Col. George P, Freeman, Chief, Civil Branch, Community Relations Division,
USAF; SAFOI, Pentagon Room LA120.

8 Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Dearborn Observatory Director, Northwestern University,
Evanston, Illinois. For 19 years, the USAF scientific eonsultant on UFOs.

9 Col. R. R. Hippler, Deputy Chief of Staff for Research and Development, USAF.

10 Col. Florian A. Holm, Commander, Foreign Technology Division, Wright-Patterson
" AFB, Dayton, Ohio. Successor to Gen. Cruikshank.

11 Lt. Marley, staff officer, Projeet. Blue Book.

12 Col. Hayden P. Mims, Congressional Inquiry Division, Office of Legislative
Liaison, USAF.

13 Mr. James Bersie, staff assistant, Congressman Gerald Ford's office. Involved in
study of USAF handling of UFO problem, development of "university teams" program.

1; Col. Gerald R, Jorgensen, Chief, Commnity Relations Division, USAF.
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FTD (TDETR) f’ / 3 /jt DUPLICATE -~ NICAP

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio LSL33 . (Answer to query May 17
15 July 1966 : by William Weitzel, NICAP)

William B. Weitzel
5709 Woodmont Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217

Dear Mr. Weitzel,

Please excuse the delay, but I have been extremely busy for the past three months. I have
been away from the office at least half the time, atiending briefings, giving briefings, and
trying to finalize the plans for our future scientific teams. Hopefully the teams should be
complete by September, at least I hope so. I have also had numerous visitors in my office and
this also pushes the correspondence back whenever this happens. My personal correspondence
has been extremely heavy and I find myself way behind and unable to catch up. Please excuse
the delayo

I am aware that we are both quite anxious to reach a definite objective conclusion in the
Ravenna sighting. Achieving a scientific and objective explanation of all UFO reports is of
great importance to me. In the case in question I have given much thought to the available
data and feel that I have honestly weighed each factor to an appropriate degree in reaching
my conclusion. I also believe that pertinent information was available to make such an
evaluation.

I regret your feelings that certain factors of the report were disregarded. There was no
attempt on my part. to do so. Considering the lacking conclusive information to place &
tangible object in the area, I find it quite difficult to reach a conclusion th substantiate
the presence of an UFO,

I know of no Jjet aircraft that were invdlved with the alleged UFO whether scrambled or other-
vise., We received no reports from any pilot in the area confirming observance of an UFC. This
is a puzzling point that should be given due consideration. If Spaur observed jet aircraft in
the vicinity of the UFO, doesn't it appear thet such would have been reported at least to
someone, if not our office.

It is still my belief that the witnesses observed the passage of a satellite over northeastern,
Ohio. Considering there are over thirty satellites and satellite components visible to the
naked eye, it is possible that one of these was in the area at the time of the sighting. As
the satellite approached the southeast portion of the sky, the satellite disappeared and then
the observers focused on the planet Veaus. I ask you, why didn't any of the witnesses observe
Venus which was definitely rising in the southeast? Had such an observance been made, new
light would have been shed on the case. Venus, with a stellar magnitude of -3.9 would have

‘| been brighter than any of the stars and should have definitely been visible. Police Chief
Buchert stated that there were no other stars, etc., in the area of the object. I ask you
why wasn't Venus. observed when the planet was definitely there? Without a reference point,
Venus would have appeared to perform erratic maneuvers. As the witnesses were traveélirng
toward the southeast how could they have any balancing point of reference to judge the
moverant of the planet?

You must agree the major discrepancy is that in no way can the scene be recreated. This factor
alone leaves much to be desired. I leave this with yon whether accepted or noi; on no account
did any information in the Ravenna sighting prove to me that an extraterrestrizl vehicle was

observed. I would need to have concrete evidence that actual spaceships are maneuvering about
our planet at will and against all laws of space flight mechanics, to believe their existence.

Sincerely, '
[ote ol neshur ezl dee Squue ase

HECTOR QUINTANILIA, Jr. Major, USAF Al AN
Chief, Project Blue Book ”“:&Q Yo ‘9"‘5"8“"! o "*a"'n 3 oS \):\%M
W\ \d ) ” ! 1 *
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FTD (TDETR)
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433
28 July 1966

Dr. J. Allen Hynek
Battle Point

Blind River, Ontario
Canada

Dear Allen,

I have just received the NICAP investigation of the Ravenna, Ohio case.
There seems to be some contradictions within this report and with the
model of the object. Take a look at it and give me your unofficial
opinion of the report and if possible "nit-pick-it" for future reference. l'o
I have just about come to the conclusion that it would do no good to [?/OMI
reverse our evaluation on this case. I really cannot see any purpose

in doing that at the present time, regardless of what Dr. McDonald thinks.
I think that it would just open up 0ld wounds, criticism, ridicule and
nothing could be gained by this. This is my opinion. What do you think?

Please send the NICAP report back to the office whenever you are finished.

Sincerely,

Wﬁﬁmﬁﬁ , Major, USAF

Chief,” Research and Aerial Phenomena Division

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



Auguat 11, 1966 L3100

Mi: Aerial Phenomena, Lt., Marley speaking.

- W1 Hello, js this Major Quintanilla's office?
I

Ms Yes it is.

"W I'm calling from Washington, D. C. .‘;v name is Weitzel. I wanted to ask if you

knew anything about a reo-evaluation thatis being made thore of the April 17, Ohio to
Penmyl vania UFQ chaaa. :

M: Uh, the uh, uh, is this the, uh, Raveona Ohio ~

W: Ravenna, risht.

¥: Uh, no, we, we're nol making 3 re~cvaluation of this case,

W: Well, I understood Irom Major .uinmtanilla last week that he had written to Dr. !'tynok'
and had asked for his opinion on this, and unat Dr. Hynek had written back to him, this
we have from Dr., Hymek ~—- uh, saying that he thought the case should be ™unknown;" Major
Quintanilla told me that this would depend on Dr. Hynek and Col. DeGoes. I talked with
Col. De(toes on Fyiday, and he said that he would diacuss this with Major Quintanilla on
Monday this woek.

Ns Yeah, well as, as far as T know, uh, this hasn't uh, been discussed yet.

W: Has not been di.acussed at all?

4: Yeah, no, well, not that I know of.

W: Mo Imm.

M: T xnow the Major is, uh, is, uh, is real firm in his gstanding on this, uh, this
case, uh, and I haven't heard any, uh, thing else, uh, to the contrary yet.

W: Ma hmme Ahh = what is your name, please, and rank?
M: Lt. Marley.

W: K. Is thore anyone there you could ask, or & file you could check to make sure thd;
‘this hasn't been done? Because the major told ne he would, uh —~

W Well, th:e secretary's here, uh, I'll uh, uh, ask her a second.

W: All right.

M: Uh, she said that, uh, any, any release, uh, any additional release on thia case
would come by way of, uh, SAFOI. )

F: TI've been in Col. Freeman's office, I was out there yesterday, and I couldn't
the inforsation I wanted, specifically atout whether Dr. Hynek's letter hnd been
received at your office; apparently, he sent this over a uaek ago, —- S

s YeSeee

W: - before the third, I believe.




M: Well, now, I'm not, uh, "'m nct awar of, uh, a1l .ne, uh, additional hapnenings
thas, uh, tha} have, that nwve L5 o> with thiag easoe.

Wi Ma ham, .

e ‘.
Mi Uhy I just, uh, T kaow ‘he las=~ tine 1 falived with Lhe major about this case, uh,
he was uh, yvou know, fim in his, un, standings on it.

W: Y¥m ‘mm. When was that, please?
4: Uh -- I guess ahout two woeks .1go.

W: Mm hmm., Well thig, uh, in ormation came in last week, :nd #e@ have 2 gstatument here
frow Dr. Hynek that n¢ was never conmilted about the cause, at <hat he did inform the
Air Force, uh, that he thought -~his anould be “unimown®, an< [ %nouzit, I assumed that
this meant he had informed Maj. dintanilla. Then we: got ~vord ilater than Lhat, that
Maj. Quintanilia had sent Dr. Hynel the case files, including, uh, a report I wrote
for the National Investipations Committes - Aeriad Phouonena --

Ks YeSeeo

W: . — and that Jir. Hynek had replied to this letuer of inquiry, saying that he thought
that the case should be classiried “unknown" and this was what we were talking aboul. with
Maj. Quintanilla last weck. and 1, DeGoos; and [ was informed thit this would pe
discussnd on Monday, and ihat scie zonclusion would be :ade at that point about it.

M3 Well, now, I mean I haven't neard anythinz, uh, whether that this, uh, discussion
took, took place or unol nmyuerif.

i1 Mn o, Is there amy wiy yon could check on that?

Y+ Uh, yes, I fuaisz we could, uh, check in uh, 7 could get the major to c¢all rou back
somet ima.

W: Could he have, uh, could : ha'3 that done -~his atiernoon?

3 Well the, uh, the major's not in today.

W3 '6h, he's not in today.

¥: I have to uh, I have to, vh, you know, sec him firgt, 'cause I uh, —
YW1 Right.

s —= I, uh, don't know anything about this at all, ma).ly.

W3 Mn lam. Well, that's Ox, | just, uh, [ don't =xpeet anything would be put up m the i
bulletin board or anything like tnat. S e

M3 Yeah.

W: Well, I, I hoped I could find out this afternvon. If I need to call back, I will call
back again tomorrow. I

s OK.

v’




W: But I wish you would discuss it with him because, un, I was told by “ol. DoGoes that -
this would be discussed apain out there, and we know that Dr. McDonald, who's been out =
Lhore quite a bit, talked with Maj. Quintanilla, and the zajor fold him tha: he was going -~
to re-evaluate the materiai, ur at least have Dr. Hynek .nd Jol. DeGoes d this. And
this ococwrred — ' v

M3 #hat day, uh, what, Dr. McDonald says thé. major's jouna re-evaluate it?

. o . - . - )
W: Yes, this is what he told us, and, uh, we talxed with him by phone aad he told thisz - -
to us on the Lth of August and on the 29th of July. . , B

M: Uh luh. OK, well, ['ll see what I can find out and, uh, uh, whon you give a call
back here T can see what I can find out for you.

W: All right. .

M: &, well, thank you a lot then.

Ws A1l right, thanks for talking. Bye bye.

(‘TERMINATED)

kugust 12, 3115

M: Hello, Lt, Marley speaking.

W: Hello.
M: Uh, Mr, Weetzel. -
W1 Yea,

4s Uh, I was trying to call a little bit earlier but the lines were ali tied up, and
uh, they told us they were putting a two to three lhour delay on the watch line, so uh —

¥: Oh.

Ys -~ go I'm sorry to go and call you like this., (I.e., collect to NICAP)

Wi Oh, that'!s all right.

M3 ' Uh, 1 saw uh, Col. DeGoes, uh, a few minutes ago and uh, he has said he is, uh,
looked over uh, your report and ewrything, and we've talked it over with the major,
and, uh, as it gstands now, they have no ~ians to, uh, reclassify the case,

W: I see.

M: What, uh, what he told me as of our conversation, uh, (indistinct)

W: Uh huh — could you hold on minute, I'd vike to shut an office door here, it's rather
noisy. : : - o _—

Wi I'11 be right backe « « « o O, NOW you say you've, that there are no plans to
reclasaify it? o T T T T




Ms I know of no, uh, yes, uh, that's about what I mean, yes.

W: Uh mh. And Col. DeGoes told you this?

s Uh, yes, ;uh, I've talked with him, uh, about, uh, few minutes ago.
W: Now how about, uh. Dr. Hynek, has he consented on this?

M: Uh, well, Dr. Hynek is still on vacation'up in Canada.

W: Mn hmn, Well, I understand that, um, Dr. dynek has written, and we have this in a
letter from him, that he had inforwmed the Air Force of his opinion —- that was before
July 29 — and then from somcone else, that Dr. Hynek had written to the Air Force in.
angwer to Major Quintanilla's comrmnication regarding the re-opening of the case. And
that he had writton back in reply, and said that in his opinion it should be classified
fanknaowntt, .
M: Yes, well that, uh, the major hasn't, uh, made any indication that the case was going
to be, uh, you know, re-opened. Uh, he's, uh, is standing firm in his uh, the evaluation
of the case as they have now.

W: Mn hmm. DIHid you know that be had sent Dr. Hynek the case file and my report to NICAP?
Y3 What, to Dr. Hynek?

W: = that the major had sent him those materials?

M: Uh, no, T didn't. He's boen up ——

W1 He told me this —

M3 — in Canada for the last five weeks, and, uh —

W: That's right, he told me he'd mailed them to him, up in Canada.

M: Uh lh.

W3 And he told me this Friday, last week; uh, Dr. McDonald told us about two weeks ago,
over two wecks ago, that he'd talked with the major; we had two phone conversations with
Dr. XcDonald, indicating that Major Quintanilla had said that he would submit the material
to Dr. bbrnek and discuss it with Col. DeGoes, and that it would depend on their jointe
concun'mce, vwhether the case would be reclassified or not.

M3 Yes...

W: Dr. McDonald had the strong impression that Dr., that, uh, Major Quintanilla tta,a, go:Lng
to change his conclusion. - 8

12 Well, no, this is, uh, completely, uh, contrary to, to what I've ‘been told uh, uh,
in myself talking to tho major — , g

W Mm hum.

- o
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. 5
M1 And, uh, Col. Defioes just, just finished telling me shortly, that we have (indiét:lnct)
no plans to reclassify the case, : ,

" W: Mm hmm.: Uk, there are various points about this, that l've triad to commmicate
with Major Quintanilla over, and have bgen unable to get him to look at the material
I've submitted. One of them is the tact that the witnesses reported that they saw
Vonus in addition to the object. And in a letter ! have Iroa Major Juintanills dated
July 15th, he says, "Why didn't the witriesaés report Vermus?" as part of their signting.
If they had, he says, new light would have been shed on the cuse. S

M: Yedeee

W1 Ahh, we tape-recorded the testimony of the witnesses in Ohio, this is Just the

Ohio — in the Ravcana area -- witnaesses; they told him this twice during his interview
with them, that they had seen a bright point of light in the sky for quite a while, to
the right of the moon; it didn't move anywnere; this would have been Vermug, and that they
of course also saw the UFO, and they were distinguishinz these two, uh, lirhts. I mailed
the major a letter on the 17th of May, which he received, uh, 1t was mailed Certified
Mail and he signed for it on the 20th, and I drew a picture of this, this situation with
the three objects in the sky -- the moon, Venus, and the UFO; and made quite a point of
that; and, uh, I'm very disturbed that the major has not heard this from the witneases,
or has read it as explicitly emphasized in my letter to him, and yet feels that if this
were part of the testimony, it would shed new light on the cagse. Now that's three times
he has had an opporitunity to be aware of this, and claims that it would shed new light

on the case, and yot he is unaware of it.

M3 Yes, well I uh,.I'm not, uh, I mean I'd, I couldn't comment on this.

W: No, I know you're in no position to say anything about that at all; but I'm trying
to point out to you, um, why it is that we're trying to get through to this man, and
make him aware of the facts of the case. As it stands right now, he apparvntly is making
a presumption about what happened, and not taking the evidence into account.

M: But, uh, this, this T don't believe to be true, I mean, uh, uh, I think that he's
made a very uh, uh, valid, uh, conclusion on this case. .

W: All rigaht, I'll noint outl soms other thiangs to you. The cbjact was first seen coming
from the south. It went diructly over the road, due north, and then resumed its, or
reversed its direction of travel, and hovered directly overhead Ior several minutes.
A satellite, as lMzjor Quintanilla pointed out, would have come from the northwest .and
‘gone toward the southeast. The object did not do this. It was also, uh, seen to be
quite large, it illuminated the rvad such that their headlights made no difference in
the illumination of the area. It was seen traveling directly east, and then was seen .
for several mimutes, as they were traveling directly east, out their left window. This
could not possibly have bean Vemis, nor could it have becn a satellite. It wus seen
flying toward a police officer in Ohio, near tme border, in Columbiana County; it was
seen flying toward him from the nortlwrest; it went directly overhead and toward the
southeast. The ofticer observed this object coming, as he estimated, about a thousand
feet off the road, it came over trees in the distance, went directly down the road, and ~
into the distance. The deputies were following this object, and the officer had -
expected it, or had expected them to come through the area, and they did; they drove . -
right by him, as the cbject had flown right overhead. FHe joined in the pursuit, and: .
followed it with them. At one point aftermards, they saw the otject hovering dead still:.
over the road, only a few hundred feel up, at which poin!., while they watched it, them- .
selves standing still, the object shot straight up in the air and ook off again ’%;1:,&
was then seen by a fourth policeman, coming tuward him from the west: he waiche




out over a shopping center, and hover. At this point, Venus was to the right of the.
moon, and the object was to the left of the moon. The object then took off straight up
and one of the offijcers had the impression that it should have left a sonic boom, becaw
of the length and rapidity-of its travel. There was a fifth police officer who claimed
to see tHis ot ject following two jet planes into the: distance, towards the rising sun.
Whether thet has anything to do with this or not — but it is clear that at least tiwree
men were directly, involved in the s:.gltmg of »n airborne object. which was not, by ilLe
det.ails b the otservation, if taken”ifite-Account, the planet Venus, Venus does not can
frop. the northmeut., and travel directly overhead; it does not come from the south and gc
r.orth; neither doeq a satellite: there arc about thirteen points to this sighting —

{3 Vell there are —
W: — that are not coversd by the explanation.

M

All satellites dc not travel with an exact easterly comuonent.

: No; that is correct. &But no satellite poes overhead and comes back again, illuminat
Lhe road as brigid, as day — and this is confirmed, at least their initial impression of
it, by several peoplc whe were listening to the rad:.o then -~ it does not subtend the
entire road, about fifty feet awsy. It doea not have a2 probe or a projection of some
kind coming off the back. It does not make & huming noise,

M: Points like this that you keep bringing up, in my, uh, initjal reading of the case,
uh, uh, I, statements that I read there, that these people, or a light that was coming
over the car, thes all of a sudden, these same peop:le that. report seeing a projection
coming from the obJjecl, and &l) this type stufi —

W: Yes?

L: It seems that they, un, that as these people were continually interviewed, the a't.ory
seams to be changing scmewhat,

W: Well -- that's quite truel Because the scene was changing; they were driving about
eighty miles an hour, and they covered scventy three miles of ground. And it got brighte
and they were able to make out more details on the object, which also rules out Venus,
because Ver:s, the relalive brightness of Venua, would have gone doen-as the sky became
brighter; tnis otject kept, became wmore visible. And it was not just a bright object!

Tt was a huge objects And it was not just traveling across the sky, it was coming from

., south to north, back again, standlny dead still for several minutes, then directly east
for several mimtes, illvminating the road, and this is, this is not the sort of thing,
that you can say, uh, binocular vision does noi apply here; because the object was within
their capacity for binocular vision. And it was seen in so many differemt  directions,
and these, this is not cdue to road bending, because as they pointed out in the tranacript
of the hearin; , which ? have rignt in front of me, they were aware that sametimes when th
road bent., the object woul:d appear to go over the road; other times when they were going
perfectly straight, tie object would awing acroas the road, and be seen in an entirely
different direction. No atmo'lpheric variations, or "noise," as Major Quintanilla .calls i-
terperature effects in the air, nothing can cause this sort of movement; if it did, the
moon would also swing around, due to the same type of process; no astronomical object is
exempt froam this kind of dw* ortion. And no astronomical object will appear to swing
160° in the sky. Now I have pointed these points out to Major Quintanilla in my letter
of May 17; I have tried to commmnicate with him about it, I have tried to be as patient -
as I can, I discugssed this with him at the end of the hean.ng in Ohio. . He did not: hear."
He did not attend to what j was trying to tell him, and he has not attended.’ The: gact
Llat Venus was seexn in addition to the obJect, a condition which he himself claims would
have shed new light. on the case, and which he himself is not seeing, is incredible’ to me,
Now, I'm not s:¥ing you far any commernt., Lt. ifarley, I am simply pomting out my congern’
osveir this, anad wne baaes for {t. HNajor Quin‘.:m:u'la has not. con.n.dened the testing R

-




He has accepted the case under an interpretation. iHis interpretation is, "A nghb
in the sky.® This is no more¢ a simple light in the sky than a mushroom cloud is
simply a cloud. There are many, many, many features of this which are not covered

" by a Venus-patellite explanation. Now, that is my position, it's backed up by testimony,

tape~recorded testimony, reiteration many times,-conmenis of the witnesses, the radio
officors — radio men who were lisvening to the officers talk on the radio, corroboration
by various peojle who saw the objeect in different directions such tha* a rough triangulati
can be accompliched. { nave pointed tFld out over and over again to Major Quintanilla,

i have asked him to go through each uf these points, point point, and explain why each
one of them wa: not taren into account, e has refused to do this. He says in his letter
to me that the satellite went. fron norilmest t¢ soutleast, refusing, or ignoring the fact
that the object was scen coming from the scuth going north, comins back, hovering, et
cetera et cetera et cetera; it, it is wearying, believe me, to zo0 thrrugh this over and
over again. The deputica have; I have listened tu it over and over arain; it has not
changed, and T am williny to keep sayiinw it <ver and over apain to Major Quintanilla,

to you, to Col. DeGoes, to amyone a0 will listen. And if pecople who should be lisvening
will not listen, we arc going to find ways to make ther: listen. It is apparent that
Major Quintanilla has not listened t.o the facts, | Now, if vha- gseems a l1ittle strong to
you, or T seem excited ahouf it, 1 nope ok’ on reflection you can understand why.

i+ Well I mean, uh, uh, in my first reading of the report, that, uh, it seems that
cvery time I see more about the report, there seems to be other, sometimes it comes from
the wegt, sometimes it comes frcxn the gsoulth, uh, — A

W: Well, which parts of these are you talking about?
M: Well, now I'm not right off, I, uh, don't Jmow for sure because I don't —

W1 I don't know what material you have out there, frankly, because Major Quintanilla
took absolutely no notes at this hearing. He received approximately three minutes of
testimony from one of the four men who were directly involved in it, at first, I don't
know what notes he took then, but he could not poasibly have gotten very much detail

out of ite I, I dm't know what material you've seen, other than what's in my report;
ny report has been reviewed by Dr. Hynek, who agrees that there is only one minér
incongistency .n it; that inconsistency has nothing to do with what we are talking about,
and he agreos it's a minor one. 't has been reviewed by several sclentists, newspaper
reporters, competent, reflective pcople in this office and elsewhere who can find nothing
inconsistent or out of place or incomplete in “ha report. Every category of the reporting
format section of 200-2 has been fultilled. There is nothing missing from this report.

_Ard there arn not inconsistencies. Mow, [ don't know, I don't have any idea to what you'r
‘referring; I'd be very hajppy to be enlightened, and T mean that sincerely; if you can find

anything incongistent i Lhis.
M1 Yes, it's, uh —
W: Who was it said this object came from the west?

': Well that was, uh, from what I initially read on the report. What, uh, I recall; I
haven't studied the report in great detail. - T

W: What report are you referring to, now?
‘s Well, there are, the initial reports that, uh, we have. v

Wi Initial report from whom, though"

¥: That was, 1. performed herec.

.




"W: That Major Quirtanilla called these people up?

Mz Yes.

Wi Well, I don't know if he logged the time on it, but Deputy Spaur told me he began

the interview,asking whut the mirage was that they saw, and that he talked for less than
three minutes. And he called back about three days-later, and talked for less than two °
mimutes, — 1if you're, uh, 1'd be very curious to know jus® what is on record there, and
why this record has not been supplemented by the material that was presented to Major
Quintanilla in the hearing. I have listened to‘every wurd of that tajpe recording. And.

I can't find anything inconsistent or. it. low, I'd like to point out that I'm not pushing
for any kind of conclusion. “ajor Quiiitanilia's letter suggests that I'm trying to get
him to say they saw a spaceship, which is utterly ridiculous. I'm not interested in
vhether this was a spaceship or not. I'd be, excilted 1T 2 spaceship had come dusn somcwhere
but this is completely out of the picture. The fact is, that an unidentified airborne
object flew over ithat area, and I, I see no reason why it cannot be admitted. Has ths
maj — haa, i3 anything in the records out there, does anything in the records have
anything to do with the material that the major collected on May 10, in Ravenna?

Ms Uh, yes, I, I'm sure it does, I mean I can't, I can't say uh, officially, because I,
I dan't know, uh, right off the, right off hand.

W: Mn lmm, Is any of that material within your access right now?

¥: Uh, no it ian't.

Wi Well, I'm sure, I must seem overly excited about this to you, but if you will look
at if from my position, being aware of these facts ever since the sighting, over twelve
weeks ago, watching Major Quirtanilla ignore them, one by onc and all together, I think
you'll understand that it is something to be very upset about. I1'm not asking you to
be upset about it; as I say, you're not, uh, I understand your position there.

Ms Well, I, uh, uh, I'11 be pglad to, uh, get your report, '‘cause I mwan, asoon as, uh,
Col. DeGoes and them, or, or they, you know, they have it now, they're, have been, uh,
looking at it.

M Yes.

M: And, uh, I'1], I'11l eventually see it, to go through it myself, uh, I!ll be glad to-
go through and —

Wi' Well, I wish you would; I, uh, —

M lAnd I can gsee what you have to say.

W: Mn .

¥M: But, uh, right now, I Jjust don 't'hava any comments, or any, anybﬁing at all —

W: Mo bon. “

M: = to say.

W: Quite; quite understandable. Well, I'd like tlo leave with you, the message thét ‘I have

not stopped. And NICAP has not stopped, and the people of Portage County are still waiting
for an evaluation of what happened there. ‘ ' : S I

Ms OK,. ,
Wi A1l right. Thank you for talking. GCoadbye. (TERMINATED)
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il Hello, this is Allen Hynek.

W: Thig is William Weitzel, at NICAP. You've maybe heard of me, I wrote a repoﬂ;'
on the Rortage Zounty, April 17 siphting that T think you've soen. '

.

di1 Yes, I've scen that.

W: I've been trying to gel in touchn with"you about the Ft. Smith, Arkansas sightings,
4: What's that? | "

W: Ft. Smith, Arkansas. Several thousand people saw UFOs for several hours.

d: M. Smith Arkansas? What is this about? (Aside) Do we have anything on UFO
sightings in Ft. Smith, Arkansas? (B8ack) Major Quintanilla tells me there is a
major there investigating now, What happened? When was this?

Wi: Well, several ihonsand peonle watched four large red lights in the sky, at the
corners of an imaginary square, and several other lights, different colors, some
steady, some blinling, one casting: a beam, darted around from one of the red lights
to another, for gewral hours. And an engineer at a transmitting station saw a
foothall=-shaped "dingy white! object howvar in the west,, then go south, then back
to its original position. The two objects flew overhegd parallel, then three,

that came from the ground straighi un. levelled off, and flew overhead due east.
But wu were told a Captain Ekter wiy investigating, from Little fack AFB, had been
there since Tuesday,

41 Captain Exkter? 1 don't “Znow that name,
W: You don't wmow anything ahout this?
Hy No, but when informakion is ready, it!ll be released at SAFOI in Washington.

Wi Well, T wasn't atle be get any inforualion from Sara Hunt there, so I tried to
call you at MNortilwesiesrn. I'm sorry to bother you there, but they referved my call.
to you,

Ht Oh, I was wondering how yc: got to me here. BY the way, while I'm still on the
_ line, “here'a glumor poing arcund nere that Major Keyhoe said I wrote him a letter,
«  4in nis talk at Cleveland las! week. Is that true?

" W: HNo, sir. Wha' might have happened -- [ 3aw the newspaper item on that — the
pajor aaid he had, or had seen, a letter yon apparently wrote to someone who had
asked rou some quastions about "AJs, and sald, in Cleveland, that he had a letter
you wrote; the press statement night have indicated that he owned it; but he does
not have a:y lelthr you wrote him.

Y3 Oh, is that it. OK. Well, about the Arkansas sightings, you can.get the
informat.ion from SAFOI, 1s there anything else you wanted to talk adbout? ~

W:  Ho, sir. Since you haven't heard —- there's nothing else. )
#: Very well ithen. ‘oodoye.

: Tnank you. Good-ye. B
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Hello, Dr. Hynek? ' [m.“ o B <. Tt Atvwate tadscake '
You. Rt ol catt easeein s
This is Bill Weitazel. ' %@W%}m o Nekug Bdusten

Homto nake dova. 2otk o] wingpek onCndanile
Oh yeah, hi, how are you? . N e
lf"ine,‘how are you? ’ . 8% u&%l.
Pretty good. ' -

-How did things go today?

Oh, reasonably well, reasonably well. We had a lot of cases discussed, so, uh,
no comment, no particular ccumment wag made about your call, and I think the, uh,
it did give them a chance, lLowever, to, get, junp on the major somewhat (chucide)
to get him to lurry up. Aluut the . Smith sighting.

I'm glad that came up, as an opportunity; killed two birds with one stons,

I didn't think it would be wisc, however, to bring up the question of whether your
report was better than the Air Force's., So I changed the farmat to the Keyhoe letter
instead. '

Oh, was that part of the rumor also?
Yes!

Well, I've bean trying to track this down with several people, just trying to figure
what happeneds And no one Itve talked to, I've talked with two or three people about
it, and two of them were my parents, about that letter — '

Yeah.

One thing, my mother called up when the letter arrived at home, and I was at work;

and I asked her to read it to me, which she did, over the telephone. No one in the
office has revealed any of the contents of that letter, or even that it exists, to

anyone on the outside. No one couing in from cutside has seen the letter.

\ﬁell, I'm not worried aboul that letter —

No; I'm just giving you background for what might have happened here, and as far as
Sara Hunt goes, I, well, we figured it this way: I brought my report out to the
Pentagon, to show to her. And I had rather a good talk with her, because I surprised
her tremendously by laughing at the idea that UFOs were spaceships. This was in one
of their summary reports, and I started chuckling when I read it; I said, "What's

all this nonsense about spaceshipa?® #No one's ever seen a real spaceship, bave they?"
and this sort of thing. And tren I showud her the Ravenna report, and I said, "Now
here's something that's highly wiusnal, but doss it look like & spaceship to you?"
And she was very upset, because she thought all NICAP people automatically believe
in spaceships. So I went through the report with her in a little bit of detail, I * .
didn't show her any of the documents, bui just some of the pictures, and I think that -
she might — now, this sounds fantastic —- but it seemed possible to us, the only -
hypothesis that seemed to work, that either she or somehody at Project Blue Book

made up the rumor to see how you would react to it. ‘ A ER
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That's always possible, of course, But i don't tnink we should have to wrry about
that; I've been more concerned about any statements made in the hulletin ahout my -
having not been consalted on this case; and I really feel tiut ! wouldn't want to
go any farther than to have it said that it has been leamec on gocod authority, or
somwthing like that, or irs.Clapp. I've turned over in my wind various things that
could happen, and 11' Jou publish a direct statemcnt from ma, it just isn't poing to
3it well.

No, of course not. Major Keyhoe and I“talked about this again today, in light of what
you told me last night, and he's quite willing to leave the letter, and any direct. -
statements you've made to amybody even remotely connected witn NICAP, conplet.el} out
of the plicture; although he's vory eager to use them.

Yeah, I think the time will caie when it eould be done more effect.xvely and so forth;
right now is not the time, T don't bLelieve.

XK. I got ahold of Carol last night around midnight; she'd been out at a play
somewhere; so she read me this over the phone; I copied it dowm, and I'll read it
to you now, if you'd like.

Sure.

{Reads article.)

That was published?

Mn hmmn,

Uh huh. Well, I haven't heard any kickback from that. I would say, that if you
pick any of that up, it's not taken out of context; I would like to have included
that part about greater scientific attention, and so forth,

G, I'1l underline that.

I always like to have something positive came out of this, not emphasize the negative.
Well, this is one thing Major Keyhoe is very atiracted to in your lettey, the fact

that you were pointing out that the Air Force is tuking more, a more scientific
approach to things,

‘This has been my aim and objective; and it's heen a lang, long struggle; because the

military mind is, is, well it's the military mind!
That 's a very meaningiul tautology.

Yeah. So, uh, it is indeed; it's quite a, tautological redundancy! 1In any event, I'm
depending on you to present this in a way that isn't going to raise too much hell with
ny relations with the Air Forco. . -

Right. Well, the major is awfully concemed atout that, he really is. And he doesn't
want to jeepardize anything — : RN

Ieah, well, well, give him my regards, and, now, one of these days, 1 expect m.
eventually meet him, But, uh, the — (nmmb.:.e) what the hell I was going to say --'-tﬂ."-'»
Uh, yeah, the Ft. Smith thing, I am anxious to find out more information about that, =

althaugh this time, I assure you -- I sort of laughingly rubbed it in, to. Qu.mtanilla,
I said, "For God's sake, this time, don't let the Pentagon put anything out unt e
you're damn sure of something® — and T aaid it very laughmg]y —.and thls iu ,t




method, you see; if T ceme to him and very seriously said, "Now, look, Major,

you just can't do this, it's ol of the queation, blah tlak blah,' there'!d be
sfriction, But 1 just lawsbed, aad 1 s2id, "Let's not," I don't think I said,

"go off hgli cocked,” law t,haf wai the peneral idexs And he said, "No," nothingts
roing to come out of‘ it wmil they know what itfs aliL about., This is the pogitiw
atep, you gee. .

Sure. Did they have ary inferwit.ion on it at all, oat there?

No. None whatsoever. They're juut, wait im.-;, they 're turning it over to this major, - .

.or captain, or whatever ne is — he gaid 2 major — and they want him to do the full

investigation and a report on it. And upvarently tlis time, Major Quintanilla simply
doean 't want i ret his hands fomed at all; he's soing to stay out of it. Itt1l be
what the major down there sayva. : g

Woll — that's OK, if he can gel. away with that — 1 don't mean get away, in the .
senge it's usuall» intended, bt 3 hope he can keev his hands from geiling bumed.

Yell, I, T, I, I, uh, I cau: feel accry for the major, especially since he's suffering
from the pilles rier!d. now!

oh, 1eally?

He can hardly git acwr «y ur valk around; and that males any man nervous and
cross. So, I alwayr :ium these thinps, you have to look at ithe lmonan side.

Certaindy. It is a-little hard, sometimes, being aware of the hman side of other
people tha! =y dealing with hin.

Well, there cones a time when von have to draw a line. and say, hmé.nit.y is humunity,
tut facts are fsacts. This ia tre. a

Well, T will tali with the major: he's poing to, he ¥new it 1 was calling you, and
he's poing to call me soon, either tonight or tomorrow somstime. and 1!'11l communicate
your wishes and yuvur intentions, ani we will try to put together something that will,
matcles this. However, of co:rse, our intercat in thir is trying to do samething
which will, from your woint of view, absolve you I'ron the connection that's been
attachcd. '

- Mne, fne; I hope it can he done; 1 hope it can be done pracef™lly, I, I would -

aporeciate that ver:- mich, becsuac T 'now that a number of vewple think that, well,
what sort of stupe is this guy, »rrway; #'s an astronoser, an:d he allows this?

iod that's not right; or the otiwr hend, I have mmhivalen!, feelingn, T feel a loyalty
to the Air Force's interedat: well, . el loyal te the Air rorce. Butl = and, as
rmispuided as some: af the ¥forta have teen, 7 can \mder'rtrma, having been in it,

I can underctand how the riilitary rand does,

Well, [ thdnk th:mgn will be a lol belter when the military mind haa the sub'iect

Laken off its mind, Eiigore, i b Y. Coming Unsib Shay & UFC% o PQ'\

Ch, goshh — I dan't have tne -, urhlegt idea what un’ vernrty'a goinc tn ;et thia,
it 's certainly not ;oirng te be Nn *'thrrn.'rfem — . SRS RU

Yeg, 311 Powers was tellans s anout tead, o Lalked vo J_zr oerﬂ:!.c. the. other. day
ir Ford's office, and he told av v..\ce’c’ n+ t.en one :.nq"u'y tha+ Jool«: hd:u.."ul angd
re wasr 't too gure abont e ' - S !




'e]l, I can honestly say they haven't given me a glimmer of information about it. .'
In fact, I don 't think Wright field knows. (indistinct) the Pentaeon. . :

Are they going to push up their deadline on this, or what? )
Well, I did go 3o far us to ask Quintenilla today, just when are they going to do .-

samething about. this? He shrugged hia*shoulders, md said, "We]_l, t.hey said some
time September firgt. And that's all T know. G

Hmne Well, if you wanted to talk to me &gain, I'm going to leave some timo this
weckend, or Monday morning. And I'1l write up overything welve talked about and
leave it with Major Keyhoe, and also talk to him on the phonp. But if you want to
talk with mq any more about amything, I will be in Pitteburgh; my mmber is in the .
directory there; the address you have. ‘ :
All right, good. L{ T think of anmything I will. Next weekend I'1l be dowmn at our
obgermatory in New llerico, tor a couple of weeks of observing, before I can get back
£0 — , ;
Oh! This reminds we of samething — do you know a fellow named Lee Katchen?

Yes.

Well, he told me that he has bean talking to you about this Cuernevaca sighting —
Yeah,

— and he collected some tapes —

Yes, a glow discharge, or arc —

Well, I tend to disagree with him, on the basis of elecbrical engineering principles;

the report he gave me might have becen twlsted by the observers that were observing
tho electrical phenorena —

Well, I was going to meet, in Dallas, one of tle witnesses, on the way down to
Mexico, I'11 stop in Dallas, so I'm poing to spend a little time with Mr, Ha.rrel,
Judy Harrel.

Did you get the tapo recordings that Lee. aent. you?

No; tape recordings that 1 -- well, obviously, I've got the tape reconﬁnga that I
madel I did not get any other tapes, no. G

Well Lee was worried atout this, and he «lso mailed you a letter — -

Well, wait a second; he said he was poing to, and T lei‘t taﬂn, they nm' very mllbo
at the office. R S

He wanted to dissuade you from making an unnecessary trip to c\wmavaca, and I‘t
this was the only reason he sent these uu. . S

Well2. if [ do go dowvn, it'll be more of a vacation. W man a.t. the COrrico atation -
i might persuade hir tu <rive me down, take in some of the sights, but’ T:don't -knqtr :

. I%N1 listen to Lie tapes, and seo how this guy sounds, 1 did talk 10 Mr.-Hs
ym%the phor.e wstor:a.. 1"\;:1.11. fhuc and he was aware. of fm&is‘hnct), ; and ‘he tell
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he's the only one down there who believna it was the arcing; the otheras domn there
belleve quite ctherwise.

Well, I heard some of the tape, and there were some pretty definite descriptions, of
a disc-shaped, metallie-looking object; but, ag-far as the arcing goes, the
description I heard, by this fellow who apparently had some scientific training,

the arcing was acroas same points that wmere a meter or two meters apart. Well, this
would involve a several miilion volt dischaige.

Damn right it would. It would not be cont;inuoua, either; it would diminish.

Well, no; sametning would happen; this went on for twenty minutes or a half hour,
I think, So —

And it also happuned twice, Well, it only went on, I think about five minuteas;
Judy told me that, uh, she was ocut in the patio, she sam a light developing, over
her left shoulder; it got brighter and brighter and brighter; when it got itas
brightest, the lights went out. UNow, —

That 's putting the cart bvefore ine horse, isn't it?

Yeah. The, uh, the whole thing — Yeah, this is true, now this is a good point;
the lights did not go out until after the thing was quite bright. I'm going to
re~check that point. However, the energies involved, are stupendous. I wamt to

gsee 1f I can put some numbers to it. Well, in any event, if I do go down there,
I will salve my cor_xscience by saying it's not the sole purpose of my visit,

Well, I wanted to ask you if you had heard ab;ut another sighting, at Wright-Patterson.
Shoot. '

XK. This ias from a phygicist, named Vasil Uzunoglu.

No sir. I certainly would remember that name.

(Chuckle) I gusmsyou would! We all remember it very well here. I talked with him
on the phone —

, Did he report it to the Air Force?

Yes, he dide And we have a copv of the form he filled out for the Air Force. With
his notationa. '

Well, it could be very well — what is the date?
August 1st.

Well, as a matitgr o!f fact, that explains it, because I got down to the end of June
today. I haven t even gotten to the Presque Isle, or whatever it is, Erie thing.

Oh! This is scmething that we're very curicus about. Dec you know the report on
that?

Yeah, I've got the file right here in my room. It's interesting. And, well, I was
going to look at it later on tonight. _ S BRI
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Well, we're wondering what they mean by saying that there was urine in the soil
samples. We have some pictures of this stuff on the ground, up there, taken by
the newspaper people. And it looks like some kind of sticky stuff, Urme, it
amything had left. it there, would have sopaked up in the sand; it wmldn 't have
shomn up in these pictures. But as to what thle other maberial was, I don't know.
And { don't now if any samples were taken, to standardize the conditions in the
sand up there, anyway.

Well, after all, 1 suppose ecven space travellers have to urinate!

(Laughter) This was a humorous conjecture someone around here made, when we talked
about it at first, but I never thought it would come out this way! And also, there
was no mention in the report akout what. kind of urine it was; whether it was animal,
or what kind of arimal, or human, or what. Aud then the funny tripod markings, we
talked to -

i'm looking forward to looking through those files tonight. I'm going out to dinner,
be going to that fairly soon. Ingtead of reading Agatha Chriatile tonight-, I think
1111 read the Erie file.

OK. Tt11 just tell yor brietly about tihds Uzunoglig thing:
Yeah, aure,

In case you don't run across it: (beltway, date, time, % feet, hot dog, coolie hat,
have pictures here, yellow eye, hovenng over houaing development)/

Well, :Ln Washington, you'd expect many other people would see it.

Of course; that's very true, hut as you krow, not wmany people report these things.

Teah, this is true. T always tond to think that we underestimate the thing at this
pomt that it requires quite an incrtial threshhold to overcome; before people will
report in the firsd p]acc. .

That's true. Well, this fellow has a very good scientif'ic background —-

id he have anyr witnesses?
%o, he didn't. This would have to go under “insufficiemt evidence," I guesas!

Yell, no, nubt necesaarily; it would have to go under — the only pressure would be
the creriibility factor ot‘ the witness.

i hmm. Well, 7 was being a little sarcastic there.

Ttve asked them about this at the Penbagon several times; they've received nothing
yet; 'frg. Hunt called Andrews AFB, mnd they said nothing had been reported to them —
but they also said, if something had been repm'ted and a base officer thought he e
knew what it waa, 11: w-uld no'- o on the log out t}rre. Yiould not. be report.ed amr
further. :

Yeali. And, arothcr thing that = tnink wmt:lne-q happ(‘ns, when a nea.lly out-of-tha.s-
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’rhat night thinks, "Aaah, some crackpot called up," and he doesn't pass it on, you
see; and this is human nnture, people will do that,

Well, one o'f the men on my eubccmmittee in Pittsburgh is a former AN unit director

in Pittsburgh, he had tw umits; and he said a Lot of the UFO reports thut cawe to
r them would go to soms local bage or would go to Boulder, Colorado, or somothing like
Qﬂ gthat, the ADC, and would jusi stay there; m\x‘ld never get to Wright-ratterson at all.
““_5_‘ This ig true. I've always been impressod by the reports of sightings that are in
Flying Saucer Heview. Snmetimen a shade more apectacular.

Right, well, even the 5AB mentioned this in their repert — I don't know how much
tongue in cheek Lhat wns, hit it i3 true, that a lot of spectacular thinga are
reported, that don't snon te fill too much of the Air Force's repository.

Well -~ 0K, 1 guess I know ashere Lo get in touch with you, and, irell, T suess that'e
it. So have a grod weekend.

K. T did want to ask you one otimr thing, very briefly — if you have any knowledgse,
or understanding, or even a whiff of sowmmthing out therv: about the Ravenna case. Is it
a dea:l issue, or what?

It was scrupulously not mentioned “aday.
Ah. T oea,
Yes, scrupulously. [ avoided it and Quintanilla avoided it!
Well — K.
.

I didn't, T supynigse the next action will be to hear from Stanton, T suppose.

Mo hmm, T called his office todiy, and they said he had written, but they couldn't
find a copy of the letter to read to me, so I don't know what it was he said.

If they heard abouil, if Quintanilla heard about it, he didn't tell me. He's terrib
sensitive atout it, and, so obviensly T'm nol roing to bring up the subject.
he do~ 14, well -— there you are.

v Sure. I wish there were a Wy to push on Lhis, without irritating him, bul it's —
rb hink only *ime can do that. If we could only figure out a good way for him to
save face, That's tho old Chineae method, and a damn good one. Rt I .can't see any
J way right now, :

Well ~- I won't hold you up any wore, Tnanks very much for talking, and I hope you
‘enjoy your vacat.ion,

Righto. Bye bye.
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FROM THE RAVENMA RECORD--COURIER: OPINION ON THE RAVENNA CASE & DR. HYNEK

BACKGROUND «- At a speech in Cleveland, Chio, on August 11, 1966, NICAP's

Director, Major Donald E. Keyhoe, USMC (Ret.) gave a speech on UFO's. At this

- time he revealed NICAP's possession of a letter written by Dr. J. Allen Hynek,
the Air Forde's UFO consultant, in which Dr. Hynek stated he had net been
officially consulted on the Ravenna Case, but that he was aware of the details

and had informed the Air Force of his Qdisagreement with the official coneclusion,

Dz. Hynek had written his letier to a par¢y in New York, in response to several
questions about UFO?s. Unknown to Dr. Hynek, the party was a NICAP member, and

he forwarded Dr. Hynek!s letuter to the Washington office, assuming the staff

would be interested in some of the comments by the Alr Force's scientific consultant.,
At this time NICAP was working on effecting a revision of the Air Forceis conclusion
on the Ravemna Case, and Dr. Hynek’s statement was of considerable interest; the
Chief of Project Blue Book, Mjor Hector Quintanilla, Jr., had recently stated that
Dr. Hynek had passed judgment on that case in agreemeni with the Air Forge. (Im

an interview with Major Quintanilla, published June 8, following up the sighting,

the major said Dr. Hynek®s approval was required for all "astronomical" conclusions. )

When Major Keyhoe mentioned this letter in Cleveland, he said, "NICAP has a letter
written by Dr. Hynek, stating . . «" The press interpreted this to mean that -the
letter had been sent to NICAP, and this misinterpretation was involved in an
editorial in the Ravenna Record~Courier on August 16. When NICAP became aware

of the mistake, a2 correction was submitted as part of a letter discussing the
recent Air Force disposition of the Ravenna Case,

The editorial, and letter, in their entirety, were as follows:
~ AUGUST 16 .-~ A MATTER OF TRUST
Either you are going to be scientific cor you are not polng to be.

The Air Force had been making show of being scientific in its investigation
of Unidentified Flying Objects,

It has scientists who consult with it on important reportings of UFO's.

And vhen a scientist -~ a profession which has the highest of standings in our
society -- agrees with the Air Force that any given UFO siting (sic) is a hoax,
it adds credence and support to the Air Force conciusion.

But now it seems that at least one scientific consultant has been used as a
tpubber stamp® on at least one UFO siting (sic), that of two Portage County
deputies who followed something they and others thought they saw all the way
to Pennsylvania.

The ‘National Investigations Committee for (sic) Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) has
been told by the Air Force's chief consultant, Dr. J. Allen Hynek, that he

did not concur with its conclusion that the Portage siting (sic) was a satellite
or Venus.

This would mean that the Air Force simply used Dr. Hynek's prestige to buttress
a conclusion which without it would carry much less weight.

In a civil dealing, this would be fraud.

(Continued)



OPINION: RAVENNA CASE & DR. HYNEK {continved) Page wo

When done by a branch of our Armed Forees, it is even worse, for it strikes
at the very heart of the faith which we must be able to place in our government
. and the men who man its top positions.
| )
An explanation is in order here -~ did the Air Force misstate Dro. Hynek's views
on the siting (sic)?

If so the 'consequences are much greater than simply one single UFO siting (sic).

How could we believe their intelligence reports on Viet Nam?

AUGUST 26 -- READER'S OPINION

Dear Sir: Congratulations on your fine editorial of August 16, entitled
"A Matter of Trust."

Project Blue Book's actions regarding the April 17 UFO sighting which began
in Portage County, have indeed been discouraging. Major Quintanilla, the
project chief, has refused to consider many factors which do not agree with
his conclusion, that the deputies and other police officers only observed
an artificial satellite and the planst, Venus.

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Project Blue Book's scientific consultant, supposedly
passes judgment on all astronomical conclusions. Major Quintanilla stated
this to your reporter Carol Clapp, in an interview appearing in your paper
on June 8, NICAP first became aware that Dr. Hynek had been ignored in this
case, when a letter from him to another party was forwarded to NICAP,

His letter was a reply to some direct questions asked by that party. It was
this letter to which Major Keyhoe, NICAP's director, referred in a recent
speech in Cleveland. ,

Majot Quintanilla told me om Aug. 5, that he had just sent Dr. Hynek the April 17
case files, including a 126-page report I wrote for NICAP, and had asked for his
opinion., He was apparently dissatisfied with Dr. Hynek®s disagreement; Dr. Hynek
has gone on public record as not having been officially consulted.® This is,
indeed, embarrassing to Dr. Hymek, but the facts should be even more embarrassing
to Major Quintanilla.

'On May 10, in Ravenna, Major Quintanilla received testimony that the UFO had
first. moved in a northerly direction, then returned south to hover directly
overhead, He also heard, several times, that Venus had been observed in addition
to the UFO, during the chase. Yet in a letier to me, the major says a satellite
went from northwest to southeast, and -~ amazingly ~- had the cfficers:observed
Venus, "new light would have been shed on the case."

Thié letter was a reply to one I had sent him 11 weeks before, in which I drew
a picture of the positions of Venus and the UFO. Furthermore, about 12 other
points of testimony were overlooked, in the major?s conclusion,

It is ridiculous to have to belabor an obvious fact -- that several police
officers observed a huge, bright, nearby airborne object. When it takes the
efforts of Cong. William Stanton to bring Major Quintanilla’s attention to
this. fact, it is worse than ridiculous. When the Air Force’s own scientific

expert is ignored because his opinion threatens an absurd explanation, it is
outrageous,.

(Continued)
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| .
The Air Force?’s move to turn over the UFO problem to a team of university
scientists m2y correct a basic flaw in their UFO investigative program. But
in this instance at least, their handling of the April 17 sighting, a more
direct correction is still needed. NICAP is still working, and hoping, for
that correction, :
William B. Weitzel
Nationsl Investigator (sic)
Committee on Aerial FPhenomena
(NICAP)

% Dr. Hynek's statement was published in the August 17 issue of the Record-Courier,
in an interview with Carol Clapp. See attachment to separate paper, a NICAP
summary on the USAF disposition of the Ravenna Case as of August 23, 1966.

B R L A T v
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1966 August 23: Disposition of the April 17, 1966 UFO chase, by the USAF

About three weeks ago, Major Hector Quintanilla, Jre., Chief of Project Elua
Book, sent the USAF case file, including a 126~page NICAP report on the aighting,
to Dr, Jo Allen Hynek, the Blue Book scientific consultant (Dr. Hynek was at
that time vacationing in Onbario.)(This, the first time Dr. Hynek was asked

for an' opinion, was fifteen weeks after the UFO sighting.)

Major Quintanilla told this to William Weitzel, NICAP Investigator, who called
him on August 5. Major Quintsnilla also told Weitzel that, were Dr. Hynek and
Colonel DeGoes, the majort!s superior officer in the Foreign Techmology Division,
to concur on a re-evaluation, the "satellite~Vemus" explanation would be dropped.
The major denied having any responsibility for a change of evaluation. Colonel
DeGoes told Weitzel on the phone, the same day (August 5), that an objective
evaluation would be made,

On August 12, Weitzel called Project Blue Book. The other staffzofficer,
Lieutenént Marley, said he had just talked with Major Quintanilla, and thab
the case had been re-evaluated with Colonel DeGoes; and that Major Quintanilla
was still firm in his conclusion, that the sighting was an observation of an
artificidl satellite, then Venus., Yet, in statements to the press recentlys,
Dr. Hynek claimg he disagrees with this conclusion,

It is apparent that Major Quintanilla is ignoring not only Dr. Hynek's
professional opinion based on the witnesses! testimony, but the testimony
itselfs On May 10, in a meeting in Ravenna, Ohio, the major heard from

them repeatedly, that the UFO was seen in addition to Venus. Yet, in a

letter to Weitzel dated 15 July, the major asked, "I ask you, why didn't

any of the witnesses observe Venus which was definitely rising in the southeast?’
Had such an obgervance been made, new light would have been shed cn the casge o o
T ask you why wasn' Vems observed when the planet was definitely there?
Without a reference point, Venus would have appeared to perform erratic maneuversas
As the witnesses were traveling toward the southeast how could they have any
balancing point of reference to judge the movement of the planet,®

Not only did the men testify to seeing Venus, which was near the horizon, they
adso stated (correctly) that it was to the right of the moonj a good "referense
point." Furthemmore, mich of their travel was due east, at which time the UFO
wag seen to their left (north), on a course parallel to theirs., In the same
letter, moreover, the major states, 'the satellite approached the southeast
portion of the sky," in describing the initidl phase of the sighting. But

the witnesses tegtified that the UFO first came from the south, going due
north, then returned to hover directly overhead, and that it humed and 1it

up the road brilliantly. Furthermore, the majorts letter was a reply to one
gent by Weitzel on May 17, in which was included a sketch of the moon=Venus=UFQ
situvation, and all these and several other points from testimony to the major,
which contradidt his conclusion. The testimony was tape-recorded, and a copy
is available for inspecticn in the NICAP office, In hia 15 July letter, the
mjor did not anawer 2uy of Weitzelt!s detailed, mumbered points, though he said,
WAchieving a scientific and objective explanation of all UFO reports is of
great importance to me,™

In an interview with reporter Carol Clapp, in the June 8, 1966 RECCRD-COURIER
(Ravenna, Ohio), Major Quintanilla said Dr. Hynek gives final approval or
disapproval to all of Blue Book!s achronomical conclusions, Hlue Book published
Its "gatellite~Vemis® conclusion on April 23, and never consulted Dr. Hynek
officially. When Dr, Hynek was finzlly asked for his opinion, however, based

on the complete USAF and NICAP case files, it was pointedly ignored,
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From the Ravenna, Chio RECORD-COURIER; to Carol Clapps August 17, 1966s

' .

Dr, J. Allen Hynek, chief consultant to the Air Force's Project Elue Book,
UFO investigative unit, said today he was not consulted on the Portage County
April 17 sighting, and did not concur with the Air Force conclusion of &
"satellite and then Venus,"

W] have some misgivings about the Air Force conclusion,” Dr, Hynek
said today. "If the testimony is correct, that of the police officers who
said they saw the UFO, I do not concur with the conclusion," the astrophysicist
and Directoar of Dearborn Observatory said. "It all hinges on the reliability
of the testimony of the witnesses, I would be the last to doubt the word of
a policeman. I do not see how, in the face of the evidence, they saw a '
satellite," The crucial questioen, Dr. Hynek indicated, was not the end of
the sighting, which may or may not have Zavalved Venmus, but what did Deputy
Dale Spaur see rise over the treetopa?

Ir. Hymek said he has the report prepared by William Weitzel, chairman
of the Pittsburgh Subcamitbee of the National Imvestigations Committee on
Aerial Phenomens, "The Air Force is not primarily a scientific investigative
body; ite primary purpose is to defend the country. This is why I have been
recommending that the Air Force give this, the UFO question generally, to a
team of scientists for study." Dr. Hynek proposed the measures that have
since been adopted by the Air Force's Scientific Advisory Board!s recommendstions
to turmm the question of the UFO phenomena over to teams of scientists from
universities for detailed scientific study. This plan is now under way,



From the New Bedford, Magsachusetts STANDARD-TIMES; to Greg Stonsj
August; 21, 1966: ' :

The top Air Force consultant on unidentified flying objects has called
for a "pubt up or shut up" study of the UFO problem. And it looks as if the
Air Force is taking notice. Dr. J. Allen Eynek, Chairman of the Astronomy
Department of Northwestern University, and Air Force scientific consultant
for eighteen years, gaid, "I'm getting to the point where I!d like to say,
ilet 's put up or shut up.! After twenty years of confusion, Itd like to
gsee it cleared up."

"The only way to clear it up,®Dr. Hynek said, "is to have scientists
take a good look at it —~ not only physical scientists, but social sclentists,
psychologists, sociologists and so forth.%

"Ingtead of having 'UFO! just a synonym for !orackpot and ridicule!,
lett!s make it scientifically respectabls, so & person can look at it without
being laughed at., Then, if there's nothing to it, which is always likely,
well, all right; an honest job has been done in looking at it."

TWay back in 1953, in papers to the Optical Sccié%y of America, I already
then, guardedly, called for greater scientific attention," Dr. Hynek said,
Jdowever, when it was noted he was taking a stronger stand now, Dr. Hynek said,
"I am now, because the persistence of the phenomena bothers me, the persistence
over all these years. TYou see, back in 19E8 I would have just about taken any
bets that, well, shucks, by 1952 or 1953 this will be over like any craze.

Who thinks of lla hoops today, for instance. But the thing is persistent,

not only in this cowntry but in many other countries. So as a social phencmena
if nothing else, it'!'s worthy of €'vidy. I'm getting impatient with the
perpetuation of confusion. I would say we should put as much effort on cne

of these puzzling cases as we would on & Brinks robbery or a kidnapping case,
Letts get to the bottom of it,n



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

OW;CE OF THE SECRETARY | SEP 3 0 1956

2

sep 3 0 1366

Dear Mr. Stanton:

We refer to your further inquiry regarding the unidenti-
fied flying object (UFO) sighting in Portage County, Ohio, on
April 17, 1966.

The Air Force has carefully considered your suggestion
that the Portage County sighting should be changed to unknown.
However, after again reviewing the statements submitted by all
of the persons involved, it was determined that the orlglnal
evaluation should stand.

Statements were received from personnel at the Greater
Pittsburgh Airport, Pennsylvania, Chief of Police Buchert,
Mantua, Ohio, and Deputy Sheriffs Dale Spaur and Wilbur Neff.
We think it should be noted that Sheriff Neff's statement was
exactly the same as that of Sheriff Spaur. The other state-
ments did differ in a number of respects; however, this infor-
mation must also be taken into consideration.

Sheriff Spaur's statement is purely subjective and im-
possible to duplicate. He stated that the object was right
over the Greater Pittsburgh Airport and that an aircraft had
flown directly over the object. When a check was made with
the tower operator to determine whether he had observed the
object that Sheriff Spaur was reporting, he stated he did not
see it. However, he asked the Federal Aviation Agency (FAA)
radar controller if they could make contact. The FAA con-
trollers could not pick up the object that Sheriff Spaur was
reporting. Two days after the observation, the Air Force
contacted the radar site at Oakdale Army Installation, Oak-
dale, Pennsylvania, and asked if they had picked up any un-

‘usual radar tracks. Their reply was also negative.

Sheriff Spaur also made the statement that at daybreak,
the object disappeared within a matter of two or three |seconds



while traveling through a 90-degree arc. If this had been

. the case, we believe that someone in the vicinity would have
heard a sonic boom. There were no reports of sonic booms in
Pittsburgh or adjacent areas during that time.

Chief Buchert was involved in the sighting only at the
beginning. The Air Force also took into consideration his
report, his description of the object, and the photographs
which he submitted to the Air Force. His statements regarding
the object lead the Air Force to believe that he was observing
Venus and that he also tried to photograph that planet.

We hope you will understand that the Air Force is not
questioning the integrity of any of the observers; however,
considering the information we have received about this ex-
perience or event, we must try to explain it in terms of the
data available. You may be assured that the Air Force has

tried to make an honest evaluation of what transpired with all
the information which was collected.

If we may advise you further, please call on us.
Sincerely,

L

EN P. MIMS, Colonel, USAF
gressional Inquiry Division
Office of Legislative Liaison

Honorable J. William Stanton

House of Representatives
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DEPARTHENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

| OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY : SEP 30 1966
Dear Mr. Stanfon:

We refer to your further irquiry regarding the unidentified flying object (UF0)
sighting in Portage County, Ohio, on April 17, 1966,

The Air Force has carefully considered your suggestion that the Portage County
sighting should be changed to unlknown. However, afier again reviewing the statements
swbmitted by all of the persons involved, it was determined that the original
evaluation should stand.

Statements were received from personnel at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport,
Pennsylvania, Chief of Police Buchert, Mantua, Ohlo, and Deputy Sheriffs Dale Spaur
and Wilbur Neff. We think it should be noted that Sheriff Neff's statement was
exactly the same as that of Sheriff Spaur. The other statements did differ in
a mumber of respects; however, this information must also be taken into consideration,

Sheriff Spaur's statement is purely subjective and impossible to duplicate. Jc? ‘ 3
<
(Y

He stated that the object was yight over the Greater Pittsbupgh AE%‘ rt and that
_a\%“_aa.m.m.ﬂmumﬂemmm When a check was made with the

er operator to determine whether he has observed the object that Sheriff Spaur
was reporting, he stated he did not see it. However, he asked the Federal Aviation
Agency (FAA) radar controller if they could make contact. The FAA controllers
could not pick up the object that Sheriff Spaur was reporting. Two days after
the observation, the Air Force contacted the radar site al Oakdale Army Installation,

Oakdale, Pennsylvania, and asked if they had picked up any uwnusual radar tracks.
Their reply was also negative. ’ e

J: L Sheriff Spaur also made the statement that at daybreak, the object disappeared
9 with e seconds while traveling through a 90~degree arc.
k‘ . this had been the case, we believe that someone in the vicinity would have heard
r ﬁ a sonic boom, There were no reports of sonic booms in Pittsburgh or adjacent areas

N,

during that ¢ims,

M‘(s Chief Buchert was involved in the sighting only at the beginning, The Air Force
also took into consideration his report, his description of the cbject, and the
photographs which he submitted to the Air Force, His statements regarding the
twies. object lead the Air Force to belisve that he was observing Vemus and that he alse
M tried to photograph that planet.,

We hope yau will understand that the Air Force is not questioning the integrity
of any of the observers; however, considering the information we have recelved about
this experience or event, we must try to expiain it in terms of the deta available.
You may be assured that the Air Force has tried to make an honest evaluation of what
transpired with all the information which was collected.

If we may advise you further, please call on us.
Sincerely,

Hayden P, Mims, Colonel, USAF

Congressional Inquiry Division

Office of Legislatlive Liason
Honorable J. William Stanton

House of Representatives



e e e R BT IS AL L e

COMMENTS ON LETTER SENT SEPTEMBER 30, 1966 FROM COLONEL HAYDEN P. MIMS TO _
CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM STANTON, REGARDING TIHE AFRIL 17, 1966 CHASE OF A LOW-FLYING
AERIAL OBJECT FRO OHIO TO PENNSYLVANIA:

3 I
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L,

So

' .
Letter identifies subject as ®sighting in Portage County, Ohio," bui av
reference is made to observations by the deputies in Portage County.

The only Portage County observation referred to is by Chief Gerald Buchert,
who was 18 miles distant from the cbjeet rsporied by the deputies to be 50
feet directly overhead, then alternately hovering and moving. Buchert's
obgervation was of an object at an elevaiion of avout 30 degrees, which
maintained its azimuth while the deputies’ object was moving east on Rite. 1.
Therefore Buchert®s observation is irrelevant as far as disconfirmation of
the deputies? sighting goes.

", » o after again reviewing the statements submitted by all of the persons
involved. o o' Letter makes no reference to statements in Major Quintanilla’s
possession by: Officer Wayne Huston; East Palestine Police

_ Officer Franic Panzenella, Comwey Police

Deputy Sherifi Robert Wilson, Portage County

Huston, listening to radio traffiz during the chase, waited for and observed
coming toward him from the nerthwest, the object Spaur and Neff were chasing.
He Joined in pursuit. Frank Panzanella watched the objeet approach, and saw
it move out over Conway, Pa., to hover, when the three officers arrived and
stopped to waich it with hin, Wilson was Spaur's radio operator in Ravenna,

thermore, testimony was available to Major Quintanilila from the foliowing:

Radio operator Jack Cramer, Salem Poiies

Radio operator Orvilie Scarry, Columbiana County Sheriffis Office

Radio operator John Bieghey, Rochester Police

Officer Lonnie Johnson, Salem Police

Officer Ray Esterly, Salem Police

Lieutenant Richard Whinnesy;, Salem Polics

Deputy Sheriff Dave Brothers, Columbiana County

Officer Henry Kwaitanowski, Economy Borough Police
While these men were not interviewed direcetly by Major Quintanille, their
testimony, in signed statements, is part of the Blue Book file and was accepted
as such from William Welizel, NICAP, by Colonel Florien A. Holm, Cormander, .
Foreign Technology Division at Wright-Patierson., Furthexrmore, Major Quintanilla
admitied this testimony into the record by sending it v Dr. J. Allen Hynek for
review, as part of the Blue Bock f£ilas. (Lebier from Colonel Holm August 3;
gtatement by Major Quintanilia August 5.) Furthermore, a statement by Lieutenant
Stephen Paguetlte, Oakdale Radar Installaiion, is relevant and was not, likewise,
taken into account. (See PointlC, Paguette 's information included in NICAP report)

"He stated that the object was vighl over the Greater Pittsburgh Airport. o o
Not only does this contradict the majoris explamation of "Venus," it was not
reported by any of the witnesses., They testified they saw the obJect hovering
over the Northern Lights Shopping Center, in Comwy, Pennsylvania. The
divection of this shopping center is almost 90° from that of GPA.

%o o o and that an airerafi had flown diveetly over the object.® Spaur

stated the aircraft fiew under the object. From the May 10 hearing transcript:

", o o We watched it, it went up, stopped, the airiiner went under it, and then

it wend straight up.," Sowrce of over may be the FAA report, which does say this,
But this report was written third hand, from Frank Panzanella through John Bieghey,
From the second hand point of view, Panzanella stated the airliner went under.

This is significant, because the Fil asked the pilot to look undernsath his
plane, Furthermore, see oini 5,
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- COMMENTS ON 9/30/66 MIMS IETTER (Continued) Page ‘two

The letter obscures the point that the FAA was involved to the extent of
identifying the airliner reported and asking the pilot to look underneatn.
From the:FAA log, it is clear that the FAA did not believe the object to
be reported as hovering over GPA. '

"Spaur's statemeni is purely subjective and impossible to duplicate," This

is extremely vague, pejorative, and counter to fact under any interpretation,
Spaur's statement is ezsy to duplicate. NICAP's report includes a transcript

of his May 10 siatement to M2jor Quintanilla. The only way, or sense, in wvhich
Spauris statement can be legitimately called "subjective® is that it resulted
from an obgervation made by 2 subjsct., But thet is ridiculous. It is . definitely
not "subjective" if this means, "laciting objective support." Spauris observation
was corroborated by independent ocbservers (see Foint 3), The letter coniradicts
1tself in paragraph two: Neff's statement was exzctly the seme as Spaur’s, it
says. This reference 1o Spaur’s siatement, furthermore, rarrows down his
testimony to a brief period of observation, the very end of the sighting.

What other purpose nan this resirictive, selective and pejoraitive reference
gserve, than to discredit Spaurls testimony?

o o o after again reviewing. . . it was determined. . .* Who determined?

Prior to the time of Congressman Stanton's request, which this letter ansuers,
(or, rather, to which this letter is a reply), Major Quintanilla disclaimed all
responsibility for Yagain reviewing' the case, which he s2id he had put in the
hands of Colonel Sitephen DeGoss and Dr. Jo Allen Hymek. If these men concurred,
he stated, the conclusion would be changed to "ualmowm." Dr., Hynek was mailed
the Blue Book case file, including the 126-page NICAP report, to his vacabion
hore in Canada, and asked for ar evaluwation, Major Quintanilla stated previously
(in an interview published about June 8, 1966) thet Dr. Hynek passes final
Judgment on all "astronomical" conclusions., Dr. Hynek has gone on public record
as having examined the entire case file, including the NICAP repert, and as
disagreeing with the Blue Book comnclusion. Uho is responsible for this re-evaluation?
Is it Colonel Mims? -

", o o he asked the Federal Aviation Agency (FAA) radar controller if they could
make contact.? Spaur did not make this request; after seeing the object hover
over Conway (or, as Colcnel Mims incorrectly states, afier seeing it hover over
Greater Pittsburgh Airport.) He did ask, while in pursuii, that planes be sent
up to observe the object. While wmiching it hover, Frank Fanzzrella made a
similar request. The depubtles and cother officers, afier this request had been
made, heard a voice over their radio (in Panzanella's car) sty, "They heve it
on radar, and they're sending two uwp.® This entire paresgraph (number fowr in
the letter) gives an erroncdbus account - by sequence, source of testimony, and

. by fact =~ of Spauris involwvement. It 1ig this paragraph, not Spauris testimony,

that is subjective.

Oakdale ’s report is said to have been negative. How relevant is this? The
Oakdale UFO investigating officer and radar operator Lieutenant Stephen Paquette,
told William Weitzel that he would not have expectzd Oakdale's radar to respend,
considering the objest’s reported location.

", o o 8t daybreak, the object disappeared within a matter of two or three
seconds while traveling through a 90-degree arc.” Thus, the lebtter implies,
lack of a sonic boom means no object was seen. Does this mean Spaur was lying
vhen he testified on May 10 to Major Quintanilla, ". ., . it went up, stopped,
the airliner went under it, and then it went straight up, Just as straight up
as, well, straight up." What other impression can this pessage in the letter
give, than that Spaur was not telling the truth?
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15.

", o o the Air Force is not questioning the integrity of anmy of the

observers." Vhy, then, is their testimony discounted? Not only did

they tell Major Quintanilla over 2 dozen things on May 10 that contradici

the "satellite -~ Venus" conclusien, but many other observers, not mentioned

in this letter, but whose testimony Blue Book has in its files (see Point 3),
corroborated and added to this testimony. If their integrity is not being
questioned in discounting their statements, why are their statements discounted?

On May 17, William Weitzel wrote Major Quintanilla a letter asking for specific
explanations, for particular parts of testimomy, why each part was discounted.
There has been no answer to this request. The majoris July 15 reply said, in
effeoct, "I have looked at them fairly." His letter asked questions which Weitzel
had answered in his May 17 letter, for example, Why was Venus not reported? If

it had been reported, "new light would have been shed on the case.," Weitzel

had quoted from the May 10 4ranscript, showing that Venus had been reported,

and drew a diagram based on a photo and diagrsm obtained early from Spaur.

The diagram, the transcripted commentis, The points raised were ignored, See
separate document for this list of points convradieting the major's explanation,
taken from the transcript. (Mot out of context; the transeript and taps, unedited,
were also submitted.)

Why is this letter written by Colonel Mims? Congzressman Stanton had gotten
Congressional Inquiry Division letters before, and because of his dissatisfaction
with them, wrote his request to iajor Quintanilla direcily.

The importance of the HMay 10 testimony cannot be minimized. According to
Lieutenant Marley, Major Quintanille’s assistani in Project Blue Book, the
me jor prefers to heed only the testimony collected by him on April 17.
(Lieutenant Marley's statement made to William Weitzel on August 12.) This
early investigation by the major plays a strange role in his evaluations

It lasted less than three minutes, according to Deputy Spaur, and was en interview
of Deputy Spaur only.

According o0 former Air Force Community Relations Bpranch Director, Li. Col. John
Spaulding, the major's early investigation was poorly donej thus Colonel Spaulding
had the major go to Ravenna for a more thorough investigation.

In Ravenna, on May 10, the major told Spaur the informatlon he collected ay 10
was ldentical with that collected April 17. The Ravenrna hearing invelved two
hours of testimony, presented orally and in writing.

A singlewspaced typewritien transcript of this testimony is 17 pages long. How
can the 2 or 3 mimutes of interviewing April 17 outweigh this?

GENERAL COMMENT: This letter from Colonel Mims indicates that Blue Book ~=
spacifically, Major Quintanilla and the unlmown re-evaluator -~ overlooked
corroborating testimony resting in Blue Book’s files, It focuses on Dale Spaur

as the chief witness, and belittles his testimony, with pejorative and erroncous
references. ' '

William B. Weitzel, Chairman
Pittsburgh Subcommittee, NICAP

Octover L, 1966



THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85721

; . October 5, 1966
! INSTITUTE OF ATMOSPHERIC PHYSICS

Dear Dick:
This is for insertion in your file on the Ravenna case.

As part of some further checks on the Ravenna casé, I contacted Frank
Panzanella this morning. He 1s no longer with the Conway police. I
located him through the Ambridge, Penna., Police Department, where he

now works (AC 112 266-3270). They gave me his home phone (266-3187,
but I eventually reached him at 869-3338,

To my question concerning his estimate of the total time he had
the ob jJect under observation, he estimated perhaps 35 minutes, or maybe
more., He first sighted, while driving in his patrol car up a hill,

His recollection of directions was not good, but he recalled that it

lay towards the sunrise. It was not possible to get across the concept
of angular size, and he only repeated that in the early phases of his
observation it looked "about 35 feet across." (He did later state

that 1t became "smaller than a star" as i1t moved away, so that permitted
me to backtrack to the initial angular size and he was emphatic that

at the start 1t was "much larger than a star™. Attempts to get an
angular comparison with the moon falled.)

My interrogation was not intended to be very complete, since Weltzelts
report covers many detalls. I sought general confirmation on a few
main points, He described 1t as looking like "half a football™ in the
early stages, but later, in one of its successive moves, he said it
took on more of the appearance of a cigar. At first it was stationary,
then it moved away "about 3000 ft". I went briefly through the steps
of the final upward acceleration and it was a simplified version of
his testimony taped by Weitzel on 14/20/66, so I will not recount it
here,

I was particularly concerned with the question of whether there
had been any USAF inquiries to him subsequent to the May 18 interview
reproduced by Welizel., He stated that no one from the Air Force had
been to see him since the 18th of May. No recent inguiries. Thus
any recent Bluebook review of the Ravenna case has not included further
interrogation of Panzanella.

This AM I also phoned Bill Weitzel, at Bradford. (AC 81k, home
phones are 368-5957 and 362-27;3. School number is 362-3801, and his
own office number is 368-9859. .

Bill summarized for me Col. Hayden P, Mims!' letter from the Legis-
lative Liaison office to Rep. Stanton., He indicates that it's full of
errors, especially near the terminus. Spaur is said to be watching
an object over Greater Pittsburgh Airport (90° off the true direction.
And whereas all four officers testified that EhwxzhliszkxRismxmRizEx
the aircraft flew under the object, Mims says Spaur had it going over
the aircraft (thus making it agree with the FAA log and setting things
up for a phony contradiction). Alsosays Spaur asked for a radar check,
vwhereas it was actually Panzanella. Another point dealt with fallure
of the Oakdale Army B_se radar to see it. Bill evidently queried the
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radar officer there shortly after the lncident and was told by him

that an object in the locatlion and altitude of the UFO could not
have been seen by their radar.

Sincerely,

/J.E .McDonald



Prominent Scientist Defends Portage UFO Slg¥1t1ng.

0 /5l Coﬁclusion of Blue B obkflrratidnal, Arizona Pﬁysicist Contends

By CAROL CLAPP ;
Pointing to the Portage Coun-
ty UFQ sighting and ‘'chase”
in April as one of the bes t-
documented cases in UFO an-
nals, a prominent atmospleric
physicist told a group of sci-
entists at the University - of
Arizona today that “if the of-
ficial explanation in this case is
not changed in the immediate
future, the Air Force will look
more absurd than it does
c‘Dr. James McDonald, direc-
for of the Institute of
Atmospheric Physics at the
University of Arizona in Tucson, .
reported to fellow scientists on
an intensive six-month study
of the UFO phenomenon he
has just completed. .
The Portage County sighting
was one of the key cases
‘studied by Dr. McDonald, .
v:hose investigations to_ok him
to Project Blue Book in Day-
ton several times, to the Nat-
jonal Aeronautics and Space
Administration; to Air f‘orce
headquarters  in Washington
D.C, and to u(‘:i Na}::)nal lt:‘r;
vestigations =~ Committee )
Aeérifl Phenomena (NICAP) of-‘_-
fices in Washington. v
He said that as a result]-‘_t_):
is study, “I'm satisfied that~,
lt‘ll1se ﬂir yFm'ce has xpformation
from. its own investigators ast
well as from &‘TliNICAIl; rivp:{t
ared by William D. -
‘z);fpwhich ():'ompletely rules ouft
the explanation that polxcetho -
ficers saw a satellite and then

Venus.

] don't understand how-

Project Blue' Book could pos-

sibly let the Portage County.

case remain in limbo. . S

“The fact that Project Blue:
Book has not changed its con-
clusion, as Maj. Hector Quin,

tanilla, on July 22, indicated
would be done in the face of
the cvidence, suggests to me
that despite all the original
flurry in early June to take a
fresh look at Blue Book, Yyou
can’t change their old way -of
looking at things, and they:
won't back off,” Dr. McDénzald
charged.

“Ip's a sad commentary on
the Air Force,” he added. |

“The Air Force has been tell- J
ing the public and Congress for;
so long that UFO’s are the hal-
lucinations of kooks and crack-
pots that it (the Air Force) has
become a victim of its own’

propaganda,” Dr. McDonald
-contends. . .
“What appears. to be a’

scientific problem of the great-
. est importance has become so
discolored and misrepresented |
that virtually everyone in the
country believes that the UFO !

phenomenon is a bunch of non- .

sense. .
~  «But an intensive study in-
dicates there is something go-

ing on completely beyond our -

scientific  knowledge, and it
must be run down.” .
Dr. McDonald said his. six-
month study of the UF.'O‘
phenomenon  convinced  him

that the “most acceptable hy-

pothesis is that they are extra-
terrestrial,” and that ‘“car-
“buzzing incidents suggest some-

thing in the nature of a recon-
naisance operation.” :

He will not speculate, how-
ever, as to the origin of the
UFO's or their ultimate mo-
tives, determined to deal only
with evidence and not “waste
time” on speculation. .

Dr. McDonald describes  his
decade-long interest in UFO's
as a “low-power check” involv-
ing interviews during that

period with some 150 observers

in the Tucson area.

But several good sightings in.
November, followed by the .
Michigan sightings in March, -
triggered his determination . to ¢
conduct an intensive investiga-.:

tion. . i

Dr. McDonald said’ that when
he visited Blue Book headquar-;
\ters in . Dayton this summer,"
Maj. Quintanilla showed h i m’;
the original and complete Rob-
ertson panel report of 1953 —
the report which was later’
“sanitized” and released in a
censored version several weeks
ago. i

In paragraph 4B of the'
original report, Dr. McDonald
said, the Central Intelligence :
Agency (CIA) insisted that, be-:
cause there were so many UFO :
reports and intelligence chan- |
nels were becoming clogged, a
debunking process be put into ;
effect in order to cut down the .
flow of UFO reports, such as -
those of July, 1952 T

“Thus, the CIA was involved’
in the whole thing gefting off

i
]
1
|
1
i

&

on the wrong foot. The whole
problem went downhill. from
then on, and now, by admis-
sion of officers of the Air Force
Foreign Technology Division
and its Blue Book personnel,

the project is a low-grade, low- .

priority operation.”

As a result of Dr. McDonald’s :
inquirles and his pointing out
to FID officers the lack of
investigation and scientifically '
unreasonable conclusions, two -
majors and a colonel were
brought into Project Blue Book -
this summer to look into the
UFO investigative procedures, |
he said. .

Dr. McDonald, after chéek;'f

ing a number of sighting :re-.
ports, including that in Portage''
County, wrote a long memor-:
andum concerning a number- of |
changes that he felt should be ;
made in the Portage County and !
other sighting conclusions. . :

Pleading for a new mode of :
attack in investigating the ;
phenomenon, Dr. McDonald !
urged that it be placed in '
NASA's hands, “where it be-
longs.” -

“These are space-oriented i
scientists, and since by the Air .
Force’s own admission, UFO’s !
have never demonstrated hos- -
tility, the matter does not be-
long with the Air Force but with .
the NASA group.”

Dr. McDonald admitted that
he is “pessimistic about any .
early recognition by scientists at
large of the real nature of this.
problem,” because most scien-’

[

tists fear ridicule by their col-
leagues and- accept the author-;
ity of the Air Force statements.i
As a result of his" six-month’
investigation in which compe-‘
tent critics of the Air Force pro-!
gram are heard from, as well:
as Air Force representatives.’
This would differ from the in-
vestigation held in April in,
which these appearing were:
solely Air Force representatives,
Dr. McDonald explained. -
““This is the only answer,” he’
believes, .and adds that hope-
fully, such an investigation
would result in the UFO inves-.
tigations being turned over to!
NASA as the logical group to
make a scientific study. .

Dr. McDonald said he pointed
out to scientific research people’
at the Air Force in Washington’
that “NICAP’s investigations, in’
order of magnitude, are more
competent than those of the
Air Foree. -

“The Portage County case il-
lustrates that in sharper outline
than almost any other case. The
Portage County case is outstand-
ing — the Air Force was origin-
ally content with a four-minute
telephone conversation, while
UNICAP prepared a 120-page
report including transcripts of
60 hours of testimony.” .

As proof of his respect for
the NICAP report, he left copies
with Blue Book and NASA per-
sonnel.

Dr. McDonald also assailed
the timidity of the scientific
community to take a good look
at the evidence in the UFO
phenomenon,

Dr. McDonald will speak Oct..
19 to the Washingten, D. C.
Chapter of the American Me-’
teorlogical Society at the- Na-:
tional Academy of Sciences "~on
“The Problem of the UFO.".;}?‘

Ne—— sl E:
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Statement for "RAVENNA CASE"
NICAP!s
This summary of ¥W¢ very thorough investigation ¢Fyy¥dd
Ay /9y /RXGKY of the April, 17, 1966 sightings of an unidentified
ob ject near Ravenna, Ohio, is an outsi;anding contribution to
present knowledge of the UFO phenomena. I believe that it will
come to be known as one of the most important documents in the

now rapidly expanding study of this fascinssing scientific prob-

lem. gﬁfgneﬁo/

JEMcDonald

Dick: I've been letting the above élip by without getting

at it. Will the above be pertinent for either a cover comment
or a remark inside? I could write several pages, of course,
and would be glad to try, but perhaps the publication job 1is

now far enough along that a longer Foreword is not feasible,

Let me know.
W;/;—ﬁ,@w,j, A a3 /M«\-aov/ »(MQM
(f;l"“ M/a( m"ﬂ C“’%%

L o B D' B} e ot
B Mo ‘Qaﬂ\i&h&\. on 8o M‘M
{cmh&\ﬂ@mt%mex Oceaxced) )@,ﬂ
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INVESTIGATE Pacing 0f Vehicles, Landings,

Police Sight UFO
Near Indiana Hospital

Two Anderson, Indiana, police officers sighted a highly man-
euverable UFO shortly after 2:00 a.m. September 30after leaving
Community Hospital. The incident was investigated by the Ander-
son NICAP Subcommittee; another NICAP member obtained a copy
of the police log on the case, .

Just after turning south on Madison Avenue, Officer Dave Lehr
noticed an object in the western sky, moving south. He called it
to the attention of his partner, Officer Phil Carr, who was driv-
ing. Officer Carr pulled the police cruiser tothe side of the road
and the two men observed the aerial phenomenon.

The UFO resembled a satellite, except that it was below the
over-cast, and made a sharpturntothe southwest as they watched.
It was a plain white color until it neared a group of trees to the
SW; then it suddenly changed appearance to a red flashinglight.
Shortly afterwards, it hovered, then began descending toward the
ground. For about § minutes, the UFO seemed to hover, at times
rising and descending again.

A very large bluish-white light pulsated around the object as it
manuevered near the trees. Lehr and Carr radioed for another

The Ravenna Report

After allegedly reviewing all the evidence in the Ravenna case,
due to scientific and Congressional pressures, the Air Force
stated September 30 that itsoriginal evaluation—a satellite and the
planet Venus—will stand. Portage County, Ohio sheriffs, other
police officers and citizens across the state, had reported a disc-
like object with large antenna onthe top rear, operating at low level
and illuminating the ground on the morning of April 17. The Air
Force refusal to re-evaluate the case was reported in a letter to
Congressman William Stanton from Colonel Hayden P. Mims,Con-
gressional Inquiry Division, Office of Legislative Liaison.

One of the witnesses, Dale Spaur, received nation-wide publicity
in October when on Ohio newspaper revealed that the pressur.s on
him as a result of the sighting had caused a break-up of his mar-
riage and the loss of his job. Spaur was pictured as severely
disturbed by the specter of the strange object he saw. ‘His partner
in cruiser P-13, Deputy Sheriff Barney Neff, witnessed the UFO at
the same time. Most readers have been sympathetic of Spaur’s
plight, and the fact that he has had emotional problems after the
sighting in no way discredits the case. It still remains one of the
best-witnessed and most thorcughly investigated cases onrecord.

Later a college student in Ohio received local headlines by
claiming he hoaxed the April 17 witnesses. Hedescribed in detail
a balloon, batteries, lights and balsa-wood frame gadget which,
he claimed, was launched with the help of an unnamed accom-
plice the night before, powered by ‘‘escaping gas.’’ Even Project
Blue Book Chief, Major Quintanilla, was quick to discount the
alleged hoax as an explanation. Examination of the aerodynam-
ies of the device described by the student is sufficient to dis-
credit his claim. When last seen, the UFO was making a rapid
vertical climb after outspeeding police cruisers for over 70
miles.

As announced in the previous issue, NICAP plans to publish the
full story in booklet form if enough advance orders are received
to justify the costs. As of this writing, we have approximately
600 orders, short of the necessary 1000. Sincethis reminder will
not be received until after the original October 31 deadline, we will
extend 1t another 15 days after mailing of this issue. Then, if
1,060 orders have not been received, all checks will be .returned.

In ordering, please write a separate check or money order
(please do not combine with membership payments) at $2.00 each
copy for book rate mailing ($2.50 if you wish first class mailing).
Please write '‘The Ravenna Case’’ on your check. Enclose a slip
with your name and address typed or clearly printed. Until a deci-
sion is made on publication, the envelopes are being bundled and
stored. Please do not enclose anything other thanyour check, and
your name and address.

_ night and the next morning.”’

Page »

Reported

cruiser to witness the UFO, but about 15 seconds before the second
vehicle arrived, the object disappeared behind the trees.

Officers Lehr and Carr said they heard no sound from the UFO,
but the head nurse at the hospital reported hearing a humming
noise overhead just as the officers were pulling away. The sound
lasted for several seconds, then faded away.

In October, most of the sightings seemed confined to the East
Coast, from New York to Washington. Strange aerialobjects also
were observed over eastern Tennessee October 11, and again
October 12 {ollowed by a fall of so-called ‘‘angel's hair.”

FAA Investigates in Tennessee

Two UFOs, one of which appeared to‘‘shootout a straight beam
of light’’ toward a plane, were sighted by Maxie J. Fox, a student
at East Tennessee State University (ETSU), his mother, Mrs.
Burnette S. Fox, and neighbors, at approximately 7:10 p.m.,
October 11 in Jonesboro, Tennessee, about five miles southwest
of Johnson City. This and other reports from the Johnson City
area were investigated by David Kammer, Chairman of NICAP’s
Tennessee Subcommittee, who flew up from Chattanooga to per-
sonally interview the witnesses. Federal Aviation Agency (FAA)
officials responded to citizens’ reports and attempted to verify
them.

According to Fox, his mother first called his attention to a
cigar-shaped object ‘‘about four times as long as a star.”
After watching it for about two minutes, it lit up brightly and
moved quickly toward the north. Fox and his mother then drove
to the home of a neighbor. Before Mrs. Melba Jones and her
son, Steve, could get outside the object had disappeared. A few
moments later, however, two other round objects appeared.

‘“You could see a bulge on top of them and a bright light came
from the bottom,’”’ Fox said in his report to Kammer. “It
changed from white to red to green. The objects looked like they
were playing with each other.”’

Frightened, Fox called the Tri-Cities Airport and got the FAA
approach control. The line was held open for the next two hours.

““We are sending a plane out,” Fred Akin, FAA Supervisor, re-
portedly said. “‘Watch for it and let us know if you see it.”

The witnesses saw the plane approach, but, asit got near the ob-
jects, the UFOs ‘‘just went out like a light.”’

“Keep watching,”’ Akin urged, ‘‘we’re sending another plane.’”’

““We could hear the second plane,’”’ Fox wrote, ‘‘and this one put
its landing lights on and the objects turned off or went out again.
A third plane was sent out {actually these planes were coming into
Tri-City airport and were rerouted overthearea)and we directed
the plane by phone toward the objects.’’

Fox was interrupted by the two ladies, who excitedly said the
plane was closely approaching one of the objects, which was now
egg-shaped.

“As the plane passed by the object,”’ Fox stated, ‘‘we saw the
cbject shoot out a straight beam of light —similar to the way a
shooting star looks — toward the plane. The length of the beam of
light was about three inches at arm’s length. The pilot said he
thought he saw a2 meteor.”’

Three FAA men, including Akin and John Bolus, investigated.
They left word for the witnesses to call back if they sighted any-
thing else unusual.

The NICAP investigator listened tothetapesofthe air to ground
communications, cleared sfor himbythe FAA, but none of the pilots
of the rerouted planes said they saw anything unusual.

The following noon, Mrs. Fox said she, Mrs. Jones, and some
neighbors saw a number of silvery objects discharge ‘‘some sub-
stance in sheets’’ that broke into spider Web-like strands. Al-
though NICAP is investigating the possibility of migrating spiders,
there were some interesting physiological effects reportedby Mrs.
Fox.

“I caught some of the substance . . . and it

inmyhand . . .

burned my little finger,’’ Mrs. Fox said. ‘‘Itried to get it off quick
but it was sticky and stuck to everything . . .

1'We all got a little nauseatedand weall itched. Everyone itched
that came in the yard until it rainedSaturday. I got real sick that

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1)
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ed ‘Saucer’ as Prank

KSU Students Claim They

Construct

‘A group of Kent State Uni-
versity students claim they
set up a "hoax" flying saucer
chased by Portage County
Sheriff’s deputies and an East '
Palestine patrolman "April 17,
and viewed by a total of four
police officers.

This was reported in an ex-
clusive story in the Wooster
Daily Record, a sister paper of
the Record-Courier, who learned
of the claimed prank through
the mother of one of the boys.

The youth told this story:

In the spring, a few -junior
science fiction fans and physics
students at Kent State Uni-
versity decided lo create a stir
on the campus, They secured
an old weather balloon, an auto
antenna, transistor batteries, a
bicycle light and a few miscel-
laneous hardware items.

With their selected materials
and a few tanks of gas, they
set to work to make a “UFO”

to be let loose over the cam- .

pus on a Saturday night. They
went out into a remote area in _

the hills.

But the physics students un- .

derestimated the amount of bot-
tled gas needed to float the as-
sembled balloon with its weird
cargo.

Twice the students made trips -
into town for gas, At last, in the
small hours of Sunday morning,

they accomplished the launching
of their lighter-than-air craft on

the first attempt,

2

The late hour ended the hopes
of creating a sensation among
the student body.

With a feeling of exhilaratim}.
coupled with regret that their
masterpiece would go unnoticed,
the students loaded empty gas
cylinders into. their car trunk
and went back to town and o
sleep. - ! . )

They felt they had given it
the old college try. Even if no
one saw the strange contrap-
tion, it did get airborne.

About noon the following day,
phones began to ring in scatter-

ed rooming house lhrougl}out
the city. “Turn _on your radio,”
the. word passed from house to

house.

. The incredulous pranksters
heard from their unobserved ob-
ject, they believed. The air
waves were filled with news of
a UFO sighting.

Police officers had followed
a UFO into Pennsylvania and
then it had risen quickly and
disappeared.

Somehow the balloon the
boys launched was never dis-
covered, or perhaps someone
did find the assorted bits of

—_———

plastic, batteries, antenna and
bike lights and discounted it as

the work of neighbor young- *’

sters.

Back in college, studies put’
all thoughts of the near failure
out of the minds of the balloon
launchers, the  spokesman
claimed. ‘

He said their invention cost
$15.95.

Deputies  Dale  Spaur and
Wilbur Neff first spotted a

bright glowing object rise from .
behind _some _trees on Rt. 224 |
near Randolph shortly after .53~
a.m. April 17. 52

They said it moved over their..
car and hovered, lighting up.;
the ground like ‘‘noon.,” and:
was as big as a house, then”
moved off to the east. 5

On orders from the Sheriff’s :
Dept. the two deputies “‘pur- .
sued" the UFO for 86 miles;:
crossing into Pennsylvania, - in
an attempt to identify it. £,

They said the object seemed -

(eLono - toyfeat
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to stop and wait for them on
occasion. East Palestine Ptl,.
Wayne Huston joined the Por--
tage County cruiser in the chase
at more than 100 miles per hour
and also observed the craft. .

As the two police cars neared
Conway, Pa., Spaur’s auto near- :
ly out of fuel, they pulled into a
service station where Conway °
Ptl. Frank Panzanella was -
standing and watching the ob--|
ject. .
_ Spaur later described the ob-
ject as maneuvering beautiful-
ly, not fluttering. i

Spaur resigned from Sheriff's
Dept. Aug. 1, and Huston has
left the area to take a job in
Seattle, Wash. :

Neff is still a special deputy -
with the department.

Mantua Police Chief Gerald
-!Sucherl. who saw a bright glow-
ing object in the southern
sky about the time the chase
pegan, attempted to photograph -
it but was unsuccessful. Y

It has not been determined |
whether the object Buchert saw .
and attempled to photograph
was the same object chased by 4
the deputies. e
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UFO Hoa : o

Confessed T
By Studenis

By United Press lnternatxona! |
Authorities solved one “flying
saucer” mystery and were.im-
mediately confronted - with an-
other -Saturday. ,. .
L At Wooster, O!no. the Danly
Record reported Friday that an
unidentified flying object (UFO)
which sent two Portage County
deputy. sheriffs on an 86-mile
| chase into Pennsylvania last
spring -was a hoax.
The Daily Reccrd quoted a
“reliable source” as saying-the
UFO was a device rigged by “a:
few science fixtion - fans and
physics students at Kent State
University” from an old weather .
balloon, a car radio antenna,’a.

tenes

wooded area of nearby Vllasé
County Thursday will-be sent to,.
Wright-Patterson "Air  Force’
Base, .Dayton,’ Ohxo.’lfor examl-;
nation.

Police said the Wlsconsm ob-

bncycle light and transnster bat- ‘

l’FMeanwhnle. pohce ‘at Toma- :
| hawk, Wis., said a ‘mysterious T
hard metal sphere found in a ‘

ject “showed the effects of in’
tense heat, . as tho\:gh it had
 come back through ‘the earth' :
atmosphere.”

Air Force Maj. P. G Scott of '
Antigo, Wis., who examined thé
sphere, said it had printed nu-
merals on the outside and was
of a non-magnetic-.metal 14 to’
3 of 'an inch thick. The sphere,'I
47 inches in circumference,. wasq

“very hard,” according to. pog
lice, and hitting it with a" ham--
mer failed to-dent it.and a flle
failed to scratch it. I



The mother of a Kent State
Universitly freshman who says
he and a group of friends sent
up a bogus flying saucér April

S 17ds making an effort to have -
.. him reveal the whole story to

the Portage County  Sheriff’s
Dept.

The youth, for whom legal

7 7. counsel is now being obtained,

told the Wooster
‘ ord Friday that he and three

-1'_34. -
'""wild goose chase all the way
.. o Pittsburgh, ¢

Daily Rec-

or four other boys
_sent up a glorified weather
balloon that may have led two
ljortage County deputies. on a

Peputies Dale Spaur an
Wilbur Neff first sp%tted thg
unidentified flying object near
Atwater early on the morning
of. April 17 and pursued for 86
miles to near Pittsburgh.

His mother told the Record-
Courier today that both she and
her son felt that he should
[t?\:kien ?d cotmtpletl?- account of

cident to the pr -
lic authorities. proper pub
. :He was directly involved in
it,” she admitted, adding that

three or four other yo
also invloved. youtbs were

The boy told the Daily Rec-

. ord’ that last spring, the group

decided to create a stir on
campus by sending a “UF0”
over the area on a busy Sat-
urday night. They secured an
old .weather balloon, an auto
antenna,” [ransistor batteries, a

.. bicycle light, and other hard-

ware gtems at a cost of $15.95.
Adding a few tanks of lighter-
than-air gas to their collection,

".' t!ley went fo a remote area out-
side of Kent on the night of

!

Len
i

o Spaur,

Api'il 16 to construct the object.
""and launch it.

. - However, they found that
_-more gas was needed to get it
1 off the ground, and it wasn't un-
- tjl early Sunday morning (the
‘17) that the crpft left the

* 1 ground, they said.

d
Happy that the “UFO" had
taken to the air, but regretting
- that no one would see it, the
pranksters- returned home and

.. went to bed.

But later on- Sunday, they J

heard numerous radio reporis
i, of the UFO that deputies

"Nelf, and an East
.Palestine  patrolman chased
- -for 86 miles. The unbe-
- lieving youths felt that their
homemade  contraption had
reached the pages of newspa-
pers all over the country and
the air waves of radio and TV
stations.
. Spaur and Neff first spotted
" -a bright glowing object rise
- from behind some trees on Rt.
1 224 near Randolph shortly af-
i’ .ter 5 a.m. April 17.

[—3 “They said it moved over their
s, ear and hovered, lighting up

KE'NT-RAVENNA, OHIO,:

™ the ground like “noon,” and

was as big as a house, then

“ moved off to the east.

On orders from the Sheriff’s

" Dept., the two men chased the

- .- joined

UFO for 86 miles, crossing into
Pennsylvania, in an attempt to
jdentify -it.

- They told investigators that

the object seemed to stop and
wait for them on occasion when
they got behind. East Pales-
tine Patrolman Wayne Huston
the Portage County

* - cruiser in the chase at more

than 100 miles per hour and also

observed the strange ‘craft.

As the two police cars neared
Conway, Pa., they pulled into
a gas station, Spaur’s car near-
ly out of gas. Conway Patrol-
man Frank Panzanella was
standing and watching the ob-
ject.

Mantua Police Chief Gerald
Buchert saw a bright object in
the southern sky about the time
the chase began and attempt-
ed to photograph it, but was
nv\c"c(-pec."nl'

-4}3;1_31?‘4}(, OCTOBER 15, 1966
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* " WOOSTER, OHIO--A UFO THAT SENT TWO PORTAGE COUNTY DEPUTY SHERIFFS

ON AN 86-MILE CHASE INTO PENNSYLVANIA LAST SPRING WAS REPORTEDLY
'RIGGED BY "A FEW SCIENCE FICTION FANS AND PHYSICS STUDINTS AT KENT
STATE UNIVERSITY."

BUT TWO LAV INFORCEMINT OFF ICERS, INCLUDING ONE OF THE DEPUTY
SHERIFFS. SAID YESTERDAY THEY DID NOT'BELIEVE THE EXPLANATION REPORTED
BY "A RELIABLE® SOURCE IN THE WOOSTER DAILY RECORD.

THE RECORD SAID THE UFO WAS PUT TOGETHER BY STUDINTS FROM AN OLD
" WEATHER BALLOGN, AUTOMOBILE ANTENNA, BICYCLE LIGHT, TRANSISTOR BATTERIES
AND OTHER ITEMS.

THE BALLOON, LAUNCHED WITH BOTTLE cooxmc GAS APRIL 17 FROM A

s . - aer e b fe e mmcm e e er emm——

HILL NEAR KINT VAS SPOTTED BY AT LEAST FIVE LAY ENFORCEMINT ornczns,

INCLUDING THE TWO DEPUTY SHERIFFS. | 22 (6o
"WIND CURRINTS WERIN'T STRONG ENOUGH ON THAT EARLY SUMMER -

MORNING TO BLOW A BALLOON THAT FAR," SAID FORMER DEPUTY DALE F. 10.pm.

SPAUR. HE AND SPECIAL DEPUTY We L. NEFF CHASED THE OBJECT AT

SPEEDS UP TO A 100 M.PoH. ALMOST TO PITTSBURGH BEFORE THEY RAN OUT CF

GASOLINE,

' MANTUA POLICE CHIFF GERALD B, BUCHER, WHO PHOTOGRAPHED THE OBJECT,

SAID HE ALSO DOUBTED THE PRANK EXPLANATION.

" THE U«S+ AIR FORCE, WHICH INVESTIGATED THE SIGHTING, RULED THE UFO

_*WAS A SATELLITE AND THEN THE PLANET VENUS. %
; : 10/ 15 ~<TD120PED
: Donata Y- \i\}’\fmch i %744
!(N/\\c}% covvafdr e [

TTION :_?me.m_
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A Record- Courler Excluswe Interwew

Plus Four Headllghts e

i Two used, six-foot weather
balloons enclosed in a folding
balsa wood frame, then adorned
-with four auto headlights pow-
“ered by a six-volt lantern bat-
tery, may have been the UFO

YOUNG WYMER
FUN-LOVING DREAMER,
MOM SAYS — PAGE 19

sighted and chased by police of-
ficers April 17, a Kent State
University student says.
% Donald David Wymer, 19-year-
old scholarship student from Al-
bion, near Wooster, in an ex-
clusive interview with the Rec-
ord-Courier, referred to events
he claims took place Saturday,
April 16, in the “third person.”
But at times he discussed de-
tails of the construction of the

craft allegedly sent aloft that
night in the first person.

Wymer, a pre-law student who
plans to switch to a major in
electrical engineering, indicat-
ed during the interview that he
and another student at the uni-
versity planned and executed
the weather balloon launch with
the specific purpose of “‘fooling™
people.

Wymer claimed knowledge of

a similar hoax, whlch he be-
lieves was not as well executed
as the one at KSU, in the now-
famous Michigan “swamp gas"
sightings in March. He was not
involved in the Michigan esca-
pade.

Discussing: the building and

launching of the weird-looking

* contraption allegedly sent aloft

from an abandoned farm south
of the university about 10 p.m.
April 16, Wymer, sometimes re-
ferring to “they” and some-
times to “I" or “‘we,"” gave the
following account:

" The other student who helped
in the planning and building of

the craft obtained two used, six-
foot weather balloons. A hinged
frame was made of balsa, a
light wood oﬂen used for model
airplanes.

Helium gas in small cans was
purchased at discount stores un--
der the pretense that it was (o
be used for blowing up balloons
for a fraternity party. The
emply cans were later returned
for the deposit.

" "Valyes were obtained for the
weather balloons, along with
four auto lamps, reflectors, a
large sheet of plastic and a six-
volt lantern battery.

The materials, including the
folding balsa frame, were car-
ried unobtrusively across cam-
pus to the silo of an abandoned

farm, where they were stored

until needed.

The night of April 16, the stu-
dents inflated the balloons with
a mixture of helium and natural
gas, placed the two balloons in-
side the balsa ‘“‘cage,” rigged
up the auto lights and battery,
and covered the entire contrap-
tion with a large sheet of plas-
tic, allowing gas inside the plas-
tic sheet to equalize air pres-
sure.

Total weight of the object was
about 22 pounds, Wymer said,

When completed, the contrap-

. tion gave off a weird-looking

glow which sometimes, depend-
ing on its movements with air
currents, would appear (o

. change from red to orange to

white.

The students launched the
craft at 10 p.m. and watched it
. head southeast.
| But, Wymer said, they made
no attempt to follow it or lo
wait to see what it would do.
Instead, they returned to their
| dorms, went to bed and “‘forgot
about it."”

He explained they feared if
they followed it, someone might
connect them with the launch-
ing.

The next day, he said, they
heard radio reports of Deputles
Dale Spaur and Wilbur Neff
sighting and chasing a UFO
from Randolph eastward 86
miles into Pennsylvania.

The two Portage County dep-
uties were joined during the
chase by Ptl. Wayne Huston of
East Palestine, and the trio
- then joined Ptl. Frank Panzanel-
' la of the Conway, Pa. Police in
*“gatching the object, which fin-
| “ally disappeared.

. Wymer said he thought at the
time it was possible — even
probably — that the object the

| three officers chased and a

;. fourth joined in watching, was
their homemade creation.

he Story of aBogus
“Two Balloons, Plus Balsa Frame, t S a c e r

But, he says, he read no
newspaper accounts of the

.. sighting or chase or subsequent

news concerning the Portage

. County UFO. He explained that

he “doesn't read newspapers.”
Wymer claims all evidence of
such a launching was removed
from tHe silo of the abandoned
barn. Refusing to divulge the
name of the second student al-
legedly involved in creating the
contraption, he said that if the
other student were located and
asked about it, he would prob-

" ably disclaim any knowledge of

- was there, perhaps,

it.

Wymer himself, although
urged by his mother, this news-
paper and the Sheriff’s Dept.
to make an official statement
to the Sheriff's office, has de-
clined to comment on the al-
leged balloon launching on the
advice of his attorney.

Was the contraption Wymer
says was launched the Uniden-

" tified Flying Object which the

four police officers saw? Or
another
UFO in the area the same
night . .. one which has not yet
been explamed" Or was the
UFO the officers saw a ‘‘satel-
lite and then Venus" as the Air

i Force says?




. There are these points to be
considered:

- —Wymer says the

launched the balloon about 10

p.m. and that the contraption

: drifted southeast, He estimates

_ it could reach an altitude of pos-

sibly 1,500 feet.” :
—Deputies Spaur and Neff
saw a UFO rise over trees in
"the Randolph area shortly after
5 a.m. Sunday — some seven
hours later, Shortly before, Sum-
mit County had received a UFO
report from a woman in the Ak-
‘ron area — a report that said
a strange object was heading
east toward Portage County.
—Wymer said it is quite pos-
sible the balloons were buffeted

“about by shifting .winds until -

."the craft finally caught an east-

. erly current which carried it

along.

—The Air Force says winds ’

up to 2,000 feet were, at the time
of the sighting in . the area
of . the chase, blowing from

. southeast to northwest .at 15

miles per hour. -
—Spaur and Neff ‘“chased”
-the object they saw at speeds

: of more than 100 miles per hour

east and southeast for 86 miles,
crossing into Pennsylvania.

—Wymer explained the bal-
loons launched “would  accel-
erate faster and faster” due to
escaping gas.

—Spaur and Neff described
the object he and Neff saw and
chased as ‘‘maneuvering beau-
tifully and not drifting or tum-

_bling.

—The two deputies described
the object that hovered over
their car and then sped away
vto the east as 35 to 45 feet

' 8Cross. -

—Wymer said the entire craft

. he and the other student con-
- structed was approximately sev--
_en by 13 feet,

.. =The deputies described the

students

..cbject they saw as giving off a -
+ bright white glow which “light-
t ed'up the ground like noon”
“around their patrol car when it -
* hovered above. - '
z-—Wymer said the balloons
\Jaunched would have given vari-
‘able red, orange and. white

- 'glows. L L
«-*~Mantua Police Chief Gerald "
Buchert reported seeing a

bright white glowing object to:"
. the _south about the.same time
.Spaur and. Neff reported- spot-
.ting the UFO. Buchert attempt--
.ed to photograph it but failed. -
~+Wymer told the Record-Cour-*
*jer- that. the only ‘reason he re-
.vealed the.alleged “hoax™ at-
tempt. to his mother was that
[ “he’” had to explain some
things. He did not elaborate on
what he had to explain.

" He added that he planned a“
_more  intricate  and bafiling
project for next September in

.Monterey, Calif. and indicated
it may have some commercial
value. -

Then, he said, he plans to
enroll in the winter of 1967 at
the University of Melbourne' in -
Australia.

et ettt ettt

Young Wymer a Fun-Loving

" day described him as a fun-lov-
- ing inventor who called them
“the night he and a companion

Tinkerer, His MomSayS |

Donald Wymer’s parents to:

reportedly launched their
“UFO"” and told them to listen
to the radio. coe

“He called us the night that
his launching took place and

told us that the thing he had °

been talking about had happen- .
ed,” said Donald's mother, Mrs.
Glenn Wymer, West Salem cor-
respondent for the Wooster Dai-
‘ly Record. :

Mrs. Wymer said her family

had made no secret about the .

incident in their community
“but I don't think that many
people believed us.” .
. She told Don Green, Daily
Record city editor, her son had
obtained some of the materials
for his project, including -Model
A Ford light bulbs, at home.
“He was always talking about
‘the project but I didn’t pay
much attention to- him,” ' she
said.
" In a motherly, affectionate

he"w’.a;".'qhilg &' tinkerer.

. Mr§.. Wymer, whose- hobby.- fs

writing, said . Donald+.was: an..
honor student at Black - River.
High School where he graduated
in 1964, and presently has a 3.1-
point average at Kent State Uni-
versity despite some - trouble
with mathématices. ..7'"- /1 .

When told that Donald had
talked about going to Australia, -
she said he was a dreamer and -
-might very well go." i

She said he never had been
in trouble with the law except .
for arrests for traffic violations.

The Wymers live on a small
farm in West Salem, which is
a part of Ashland- County, but
the.-father works: at the Fault-
less Rubber Co. in Ashland.

way, Mrs. Wymer described her.

son as a screwball always-tink-
ering with things~‘and having
| things pop--out- at her from
drawers, Donald's scignce teach-
i'er, she said, could rify that,
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CLEVELAND, Oct. 15 (UPD).:
— Authorities solved one “fly-.
ing saucer” mystery and werc!
immediately
g two others Saturday.

16. 1966

an unidentified flying object

Se 3 @N T

n’i‘s. OCTOBE

counly deputy sherifis on an,
86-mile chase inlo Pennsy .\mm.\l
last spring was 3 hoax.
E\PLANATION DOUBTED
"%’i’he Da;ly Record. quoted @
“rehable “source” as- saying the
iUro was a device rigged by
“a few science fiction fans and
physxcs students at Kent Stitc
University” from an old weathe '
balloon, a car radio antenna, :
bicycle light and transister bat
tenes

" Tormer Deputy Sheriff Dale V¥
S aur doubted the Wooster Dail:
Record’s explanat.xon He ans
3 pecxal'. Deputy :W. L. Nel
ehased at.speeds up to 100 mile
an hour. Wind currents weren
gtrong enough that morning 1
tlow a bailoon that far, Spa:
sand

i Meanwhile, police al Towm.
a\vk AWiS., stid @ mysterio
mo.ul sphere found in a wood
arca of nearby Vilas coun
Thursday will be sent 1o Wk
ﬁP.\Lmaon Alr Force Base, Da
ton, O., for examination,
HEXAMINES SPHERE
Police ‘said the Wisconsin o
R ‘ject “showed the effects of i

2

- on

SUNDAY Mo

. -

'uié PHILAD'ELiimA INQUIRER.

{tense heat, as though it h:

atmosphere.”

Air Force Maj. P. G. Scott
1 Antigo, Wis.. who examined ti
sphere, said it had print.
numerals on the outside and W
1of a nonmagnetic metal on
fourth to three-eighths of -
inch thick.

At Wanaque, Passaic coun!

N. J., three persons report:
sceing an unidentified flying o
ject hovering over the lov
1eservoir—scene  of  countle
similar sightings during the Ia
‘4 two years.
"On Monday night five persot
1¢our of them policemen, repo:
ed seemg a UFO ncar
.rescrvoxr .-

Eieg&/«as.’. ‘

;Studem Hoax;

comronted wnth .

At Wooster, O., the Dml) .
Record .reported Friday lhat,

(UFO) which sent two Portage

'l,

i

I}
|

!| yesterday. The students, who*
i

d

|

{

i

come back through the eartl -

' By Press State Servxce

|

i
o WOOSTER—A group of Kent State Umversxty physxcs
{| students have reported they rigged an unidentified fly-
.'|ing object that sent a Portage County sheriff's deputy
lon an 86-m11e chase mto Pennsylvania Apr. 17.

[}:. The students revea]ed the
prank to the Wooster Record
which printed their story

il were not” named, indicated

!| they admitted the prank be-

il cause of a-story printed this

4 past week in some newspa-

pers that the flying saucer

| chase had ruined the life of
the deputy sheriff.

But the deputy, Dale F.
} Spaur, who lives in_Solon
now, said he doubted the
story of the students. He
contended wind currents

blow the balloon 86 miles.

| He and another deputy had

chased the object at speeds

| up to 100 miles per hour.

were not strong enough to -

| KSU Studenfs Clmm i hey
|Rigged UFO in Porfage

The Wooster Record story
said the students constructed
. the UFO using a weather bal-
loon and launched it with

‘bottled cooking gas. They at-

tached an automobile anten-
na, bicycle light, transistor
batteries and other items.

The students claim they].
launched the balloon from a|.

hill near Kent Apr. 17. Dep-
uty Spaur said he first saw
the object as he drove on Rt.
224 between Atwater and

Randolph in Portage County.,

The Air Force,” which in.

vestigated Spaur’s claim,|

ruled that he saw a satellite
and then the planet Venus
that mght

ad

-~

M LT e O
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-Force Doubt Validity of Saucer Hoax -

"+ By CAROL CLAPP
‘Show us.” -

" :This- is the skeptical attitude
. of both the Air Force and the
‘ National Investigations Commit-
:tee:on  Aerial Phenomena
' (NICAP) concerning a Kent
. State  University  student’s
-claimed “hoax” in the April 17
2 UFO sighting. and chase here.
79'Both the Air Force's Project
% Blue Book, the official UFO in-
i’vesniganve unit, and  NICAP,
L;which conducted an extensive
i"investigation of the Portage.
iz County sighting, expressed seri-
. ous doubts as to whether an ob-
. ject such as that described by
: KSU student Donald D. Wymer
could or would operate as he
| said it did.

I, Spokesmen for both groups

"lindicated that they do not con-
tsider the “hoax’ claim of Wy-
:mer as sufficiently plausible to
* warrant investigation, Both said
- they don’t believe such an ob-
-ject was what the police offi-
cers saw and chased. -
. “Too many doubtful technical
points” the two agencies seem-
ed to agree. ‘
But, both urged Wymer and
. his friend who allegedly perpe-
trated the hoax to show how
| he did it.
“If his claim is true, he
lshould build another and show

people how it operated,” NICAP
Assistant Director Richard Hall

. said in Washington, D. C, -
»' ;'Send us. the exact specifica-
. tions - we'll take it to our bal-.
i loon research people and seeif
they can duplicate it,” Major
. Boyce Smith, meterologist for
;the- Forelgn Technology Divi-
" sion of the Air Force at Wright-
,Patterson _ Airbase in Dayton '
P urged Wymer. .o :
. Maj. Hector Quintanilla, head
.of Project Blue Book, based in
.the FTD at Wright-' Patterson;
“echoed Maj. Smith's invitation.

;\: F“We . won't be lnler‘.liew"ig "

+ him, but if he wants to send us-;

. the exact specifications - of . all
i the equipment used in the ob- -

. i ject, we'll be glad to try to

‘ duplicate it and check it out,”’ "
‘Maj. Quintanilla said.

+ He added that he could prom-

Ise that he would bring no
:charges against Wymer or his
1287yet unidentified friend. “*We
don't do that,” he said.

. Maj. Smith and Maj. Quin-
“tanilla, after hearing Wymer's
"account in the Record-Courier
‘of how the object was construct-
. ed, said ‘“‘there are a lot of
: technical points that need clari-
. fication and confirmation.”
" They questioned, for example,
“ whether two six-foot weather
" baloons could lift and carry 22

" pounds_of weight aloft, as Wy-
. mer said they did.

. They also questioned:
... .Can a six-volt lantern
battery power four auto head-

N

“v...JI “escaping gas" caused
it to accelerate, how long could
it remain airborne? ,
.They also pointed out that
such an object could not travel
against the wind unless it had
a means of propulsion, and ex-
pressed doubt that ‘escaping
gas” would increase its speed
at all.

“You can't make balloons go
100 miles per hour,” Maj. Smith
emphasized.

Hall, at NICAP headquarters
in Washington, said “‘we consid-
er this hoax claim so unlikely
we would hesitate io even digni-
fy it by trying to refute it. We
are very suspicious of it.
| “It is not unprecedented to
'have ‘confessions of a hoax’
‘made some considerable time
'after a UFO sighting," he added.

lamps, and if so, for how long?

% “I would. challenge the young*
‘man to reproduce it.” -
!" Is it possible that an object -
. such as this could be what the
police officers saw and chased?

Hall says NICAP does not
believe so0, because of the re-
ported speed (more than 100
miles per hour) and the distance
of the chase (86 miles), as well
as other descriptive points in
the police officers’ testimony:

NICAP in Washington - . does
not intend to investigate 't h e
hoax claim of Wymer because
.they do consider it as a serious
possibility, Hall said. He added
that the investigator who han-
-dled the-Portage County sight-
ing investigation, William Weit-
r2el, of Pittsburgh, may want
kt? iylk with Wymer,

g
v
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Sightings in Midwest

In the early morning of the 24th of
September, several strange objects were
ohserved by officials and residents in
the Wisconsin-lllinovis-Indiana area of the
U. 8. At 5:20 A.M,, on the 24th, Officer
Richard Koffel of Lisbon, Ohio, claimed
he watched a glowing, disc-shaped ob-
ject which was round, flat on the bottom
and with a “little peak” at the top, over
the Lisbon area. Koffel said the object
was much larger than the full moon. He
notified the sheriff’s office then watched
as the object appeared to change shape
to a long shaft, like an elongated tear-
drop. It remained in the east until sun-
rise, dimming as the sky brightened.

At Chicago, at 4:00 and 4:30 AM., po-
licemen in northwest and north shore
suburbs were alerted to watch an ob-
ject over Lake Michigan, northeast of
Chicago. James Murray, a Chicago Am-
erican reporter, saw the object between
4:20 and 4:25 AM. while driving in
Prospect Heights. He described a large,
black object with a white ring encircling
it, and estimated its altitude as about
4,000 feet. The object made no noise and
was headed east.

Four airline pilots reported to control
at O'Hare Airport that they saw a bril-
liant light at an estimated 4,000 feet al-
titude about 100 miles east-northeast of
Chicago.

Policemen Al Largo and Clyde Fazen-
baker of Kenilworth spotted a “huge
ball, black in the center and surrounded
by a white smoke ring” at 4:20 AM.

Terry Zool, police dispatcher near Ben-
ton Harbor, Michigan, reported that 8
persons claimed they saw a “red and
green and blue flashing object” in the
sky about 11:35 P.M.,, on the 23rd of
September.

At Anderson, Indiana, at about 4 A.M.
in the early morning of the 24th, a se-
curity officer at Anderson College re-
ported seeing a round, light blue object
hovering over the football field for about
18 minutes. Fox said he attempted to
shine his flashlight on the thing but
that it would not reflect light. Others
in the Anderson area reported seeing
an object about the size of a basketball,
surrounded by a blue-white haze,

Other points at which a bluish-white
object was observed were Charlestown,
Columbus, Shelbyville, Franklin, Port-
land, Redkey, Richmond, Anderson and
Indianapolis, Indiana.

At Wallops Island, Virginia, a space
experiment which involved a huge,
multi-colored cloud was offered as a
pussible explanation for many of the
sightings. The time of the experiment
was 5:13 AM., EDT and the clouds,
which remained visible at heights of
310 and 570 miles above the earth for
45 minutes COULD have been respon-
sible for at least a good portion of t?lc
phenomena observed throughout the mid-
dlewest. The objects seen in the middle
west could have been the rocket and

payload as it was released during the
carly stages of the experiment, except
in those instances in which the time ele-
ment does not jibe.

The possible connection between the
Wallops Island experiment and the sight-
ings in the midwest does not become im-
mediately apparent unless one is familiar
with the strange appearances of clouds
or contrails under certain atmospheric
conditions. In 1958 several hundred
qualified technical and scientific people
at Holloman AFB, White Sands and
Alamogordo, including Mr. and Mrs.
Lorenzen, were fooled by an F-102 com-
ing in for a landing at Holloman. The
craft was pulling a short contrail and
the rotating amber beacon on the top
of the craft gave an eerie effect, Only
after interviewing pilots who were on
the runway awaiting the plane’s arrival,
was the mystery solved. It had appeared
as an amber-colored cigar-shaped object
in the western sky, replete with port-
holes.

Ravenna Ohio Sighting

Labeled “Hoax"

The case in Ohio in which Deputy
Sheriff Dale Spaur and other law en-
forcement officers (April 17, 1966)
chased a strange object at speeds up to
100 miles per hour, has been labelled
a hoax by the Wooster, Ohio Daily Rec-
ord. UPI circulated the story on the 13th
of October that “a reliable source” had
stated that the UFO was a device rigged
by a “few science fiction fans and physics
students at Kent State University” from
an old weather balloon, a car radio an-
tenna, a bicycle light and transistor bat-
teries.

If any member has any further infor-
mation on this, it would be helpful.
Spaur commented that the winds aloft
were not strong enough to have wafted
the object at the high speed it attained.

It is to be hoped that some kind of
regulation will be put into effect which
will deter our “leaders of tomorrow”
from such high jinks as the Daily Rec-
ord claims took place last April 17th.
The University of Colorado will have a
rough enough time without having to
contend with practical jokers.

See Page 40 of the 28 October 1966
issue of LIFE Magazine for an outstand-
ing color photo of a top-shaped UAO
snapped by an American executive while
in Brazil.

Lights Over Carolinas

The crew of the Charleston, S.C. har-
bor pilot boat and a harbor pilot report-
ced seeing brilliant lights on the night
of the 25th of July which they estimated
to be traveling at 14,000 miles per hour.

The Air Force, police and coast guard
received scores of calls about the lights
shortly before 8 P.M. The Federal Avia-
tion Agency announced that USAF jets

operating in the area may have been
seen moving away from viewers, giving
the effect described.

However, Captain John W. Gardner,
a member of the Charleston Branch of
the Pilot’s Association, and Capt. Ar-
thur Hogg, Master of the boat Charles-
ton Pilot, and members of the crew, were
in jetties on their way out to sea when
they saw the lights.

Gardner said they watched the lights
for 8 to 10 minutes. Using binoculars, he
made a fix on the jetties and the object
they were observing which he estimated
to be 100 feet in diameter and hovering.
“It was over the water between the jet-
ties and Folly Beach,” he told reporters,
and said that the lights were so bright
that he and his companions could make
out the round shape of the object.

Hogg said the lights “twinkled,” and
when the object left it “took off, straight
up,” and “must have been doing 14,000
miles per hour.” Both men declared the
object could not have been a flare.

Objects which looked “almost like
stars” but which were traveling too fast
to be stars and changing colors from
blue to red to white were reported by
police at High Point, North Carolina.
Other reports came from Asheboro, Ram-
suer, Greensboro and Winston-Salem. Po-
lice in Asheboro and Ramsuer notified
officials in other cities that the objects
were headed in their direction and con-
sequently many sightings of the fast-mov-
ing “lights” were made.

A spokesman at the Marine Corps Air
Station at Beaufort, S. C., suggested on
the 26th that flares used in Sidewinder
missile firing practice by jet aircraft
might account for the sightings. One
military source told the Twin City Sent-
inel that it was unlikely that any of the
flares would have been dropped that far
inland. He refused to give his name.

Wisconsin Officers
Watch UAO

Officers in Chippewa and Pepin Coun-
ty and police in Drand, Wisconsin, re-
ported observing an egg-shaped object at
about 10 P.M. on the 7th of September.
The first sighting took place in Pepin
County and the information was relayed
to Chippewa authorities. The Sheriff’s!
office there called reserve officer How- ;
ard Gibbs who watched ‘

scope. The object was on the horizon
above the tree tops and they watched it
for about one half hour. The body of the
object was white and it carried red and
green lights which appeared much more
brilliant than those of a normal airplane.
It came from the southwest, moved
across the sky to the northecast, turned
west, then back to the southwest, thus
making a looping maneuver over the
area., This spectacle was watched from
Pepin County by officers there and also
by police officers in Durand.

the object :
through binoculars and a 25-power tele- |
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D&PLICATE ~= NICAP Octover 20, 1966
From the Record - Courier, Ravenna, Chio, Friday, October 1L, 1966

PORTAGE -UFO SIGHTING A HOAX? (Banner headline in blue. inlc)
"KSU Students Claim They Constructed 'Saucer' as Prank (No byline)

A group of Kent‘ State University studeni,s ola:un they set up a "’hoax" flying saucer chased
by Portage county Sheriff's deputies and an East Palest:.ne patrolm:n April 17, and viewed
by a t>tal of four police officers. .

This was reported in an exclusive story in the Wooster Daily Record, a sister paper of
the Record«Courier, who learned of the clalmed prank through  the mother of one of the boys.,

The youth told this ~story:

In ‘bhe spring, a few junior science fiction fans and physics students at Kent State Um.ver-
sity decided to c;‘eate a stir on the campus. Théy secured an o0ld weather balloon, an auto
antenna, transistor batteries, a bicycle light and a’ few miscellaneous hardware items.

With their selected materials and a few tanks of gas, they set to work to make a "UFO" to
be let loose over the campus on a Saturday night. They went out into a remote area in
the hilISQ o ‘

but the physn.cs students underestimated the amount of bottled gas needed to float the
- assembled balloon with its wierd cargo.

Twice the students made trips into town for gas. At last, in the small hours of ‘Sunday
morning, they accomplished the launching of their lighter-than-air craft on the first attempt.

The ]ate hour ended the hopes of creating a sensation among the student body. - _

With a feeling of exhilaration, coupled with regret that their masterpiece would go unnot‘.iceda
the students loaded empty gas cylinders into their car trunk and went back to town and to
sleep. c.

. -'l'hey felt they ha.d given it the old college try. Even if no one saw the -strange contraption,
it did get airborne.

* About noon the following day, phones began to ring in scattered rooming house (s:.c) through-
out the city. "Turn on your radio," the word- passed from house to house..

The: incredulous pranksters heard from their unobserved o’oject, they believed. The aii"yaves
--were filled with news of a UFO sighting. '

Poliee officers had followed a UFO into Pennsylvam.a and 'bhen it had risen quickly and -
disappeared.

Somehow the balloon the loys launched was never d:.eoovered or perhaps someone did find
the assorted bits of plastic, batteries, antenna and bike lights and discounted it as the
work of neighbor youngsters.,

Back in college, studies put all thoughts of the near failure out of the minds of 'hhe ‘
balloon launchers, the spokesman claimed. '

He said their invention cost $15.95. .

Deputies Spaur and N:LIbur Neff first spotted a bright glowing object rise from beh:md some
trees on Rt. 22}, near Randolph shortly after 5 a.m. April 17,

They eaid it moved over their .car and hovered, lighting up the ground like "noon" and was
as big as a house, then moved off to the east.



DUPLICATE -- NICAP Octover 20, 1966
From the Record - Courier, Ravenna, Ohio, Friday, October 1l, 1966

PORTAGE -UFO -SIGHTING A HOAX? (Banner headlire in blue inlc)
“KSU Students Claim They Constructed 'Saucer' as Pra.nk (No byline)

A group of Kent State Un:.versity studems clalm they set up a "'hoax“ flying saucer chased

by Portage county Sheriff's deputies and an East Palestme patrolman April 17, and viewed
by a tital of four police officers. .

This was reported in an exclusive story in the Wooster Daily Record a sister paper of
the Record-Courier, who learned of the cla:l.med prank through the mother of one of the bayso

The youth told this story:

In t.he spring, a few junior science fiction, fans and physics students at Kent State Unlverw
sity decided to create a stir on the campus. They secured an old weather balloon, an auto
~ antenna, t.rans:l.stor batteries, a bicycle light and a’ few miscella.neous hardware items,

With their selected materials and a few tanks of gas .. they set to work to make a "UFO" to
be let loose over the campus on a Saturday night. They went out into a remote area in
the hi].lSo o

but the physn.cs students underestimated the amount of bottled gas needed to float the
assembled balloon with its wierd cargo.

Twice the students made trips into town for gas. Al last, in the small hours of Sunday
‘morning, they accomplished the launching of their llghter-than-au' craft on the i‘:Lrst attempt,

The ]ate hour ended the hopes of creating a sensation among the student body. -

-With a feellng of exhilaration, coupled with regret that their masterpiece would go unnotn.ced,
the students loaded empty gas cylinders into their car trunk and went back to town and to
sleep. L

‘I'hey folt they had given it the old col_ege try. Even if no one saw the -strange contrapt.ion,
it did get airborne.

-

* About noon the following day, phones began to ring in scattered rooming house (s:Lc) through-
out the city. "Turn on your radio," the word- passed from house t.o house.

The: incredulous pranksters heard from their unobserved object, they believed. The eiiﬁyaves
—'were filled with news of a UFO sighting. : '

Police off:.cers had followed a UFO into Pennsylvam.a and then it had risen quickly and -
disappeared.

Somehow the balloon the oys launched was never discovered, or perheps someone did find
the assorted bits of plastic, batteries, antenna and bike lights and discounted it as the
work of neighbor youngsters.

Back in college s studies put all thoughts of the near fallure out of the minds of the i
balloon launchers, the spokesman claimed. =

He said their invention cost $15.95. .

Deputies Spaur and N:tlbur Neff first spotied a bright glowing object rise from behmd some
trees on Rt. 22l near Randolph shortly after S ao.m, April 17,

They said it moved over their .car and hovered, lighting up the ground like "noon" and was
as big as a house, then moved off to the east.
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On orders from the Sheriff's Dept., the ‘o deputies "pursued” ‘the UFO for 86 miles >
crossing into Pennsylvania » in an attempt to identif‘y it.

o They saa.d thie object seemsd to stop and wait for. them on occasion, East Palestine rPtIQ
: Wayne Huston joined the Portage County crulser in the chase at more than 100 miles per

hour and also observed the craft.

As the two police cars neared Comnay, Pa..,, Spaur!s auto nearly out of fuel, 'nhey pulled
into a service station where Conway Pil. Frank Panzanella ws standing and watching the
object.

Spaur later descrn.bed the object as maneuvering beau*b:.ﬁxlly, not i‘lun‘bering

Spaur res::.gned from Sheriff's Dept. Aug. 1, and Huston has 1e£t the area to take a Job in
Seattle, Wash. . :

,Neff;.ié, still a special deputy with the depa.rtmen;ho

" Mantua Police Chief Gerald Buchert, who sémr a bright glowing object in the southern sky -

about. the time the chase began, at'bempbnd to photograp‘u it but was unsuccessful.

jIvl'. has not. been determned vhether the object Bucher-b saw and attempted to pnctograph
was the same ob;}ect chased by the ae‘:u*bieso "

'We Didn't See 2 Balloon,? Say Spaur, Chief duchert (10/1kL, no byline)

'Two ‘of the men most dicectly involved in the April 17 sighting of the unidentified f‘lying
- ...object over Portage County today said that they doubied the story that several Kent State
.. -students set off a lighier-than-zir crafi which was actually the UFO, -

Mantua Police Chief Gerald Buchert, who photographed the chject, and former °ortage' Comity

- Sheriff's Deputy Dale Spaur, one of two men who chased it almost to P:.ttsburgh , both told

the Recom = Courler they find it hard to believe the reporti.

..BIn three days, it will be six months since I .saw that thing, and I never heard this one,“
-~ he said. "YBut I don't think it was a ‘balloen," _ ,

‘.:..He noted that he didn't feel the wind currents were strong enough on that early Sunday
morning to blow a balloon from outside Kent to near Atwater where he firat saw the strange

object, a distance of approxlmately 20 miles.

"The Air Force mestlgators checked the wind that night and found that it was only about
three and one-half miles in velocity,” remarked Spaur.. '

"Nothing which wes floating free couid uravel that far and that fast."
Buchert, when told of the new development in the Portage County UFO sn.ghtlng, said once

.again that he "doesn't know what it was."

When asked if the object resembled a balloon when he phoiiographed ig, Buchert saici that he
couldn't say for sure, » ,

"I don't lmow whether to accept this or not," he said, "but I have my doubts personally.®

#
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" DYPLICATE -- NICAP October 20, 1966
From the Record - Courier, Ravenna, Ohio, October 15, 1966:

Mom Wants Son to Tell A1l on UFO Hoax (No byline) .

The mother of a Kent State ijniversity freshran who says he and a g'roui: of friends sent up

a bogus flying; saucer April 17 is making an effort to have him reveal the whole stoxy to
the Portage County Sheriff's Depis , ’

The youth, for whom legal counsel is now being obtained, told the Wooster Daily Record
Friday that he and three or four other boys sent up a glorified weather balloon tha’ may
have led two Portage County deputies on a wild goose chase all the way to Pitisburgh.

Deputies Dale Spaur and Wilbur Neff first spotted the unidentified flying object near
Atwater early on the mrning of &pril 17 and pursued for 86 miles to near Pitisburgh.

His mother told the Record-Courier todzy that both she and her son fell that he should make
a complate account of the incident to the proper public authorities. ~

"He was directly involved in it," she admitted, adding that three or four other youths were
also involved.

The boy told the Daily Record that last spring, the group decided to create a stir on campus
by sending a "UFO" over the area on a busy Saturday night. They secured an old weather
balloon, an suto antenna, transistor batteries, a bicyele light, and other hardware items
at a cost of $15.95,

Adding a few tanks of lighter-~than-air gas to their collection, they went to a remote area
outside of Kent on the night of April 16 to construci the object and launch it.

However, they found that more gas was needed to get it off the ground, and it wasnit until
‘early Sunday morning (the 17th) that the craft left the ground, they said.

Happy that the "UF0O" had taken to the air, but regretting that no one would see it, the
pranksters returned home and went to ted,

But later on Sunday, they heard rumerous radio reports of the UFC that deputies Spaur, Neff,
and an East Palestine pairolman chased for 86 miles. The unbelieving youths felt that their
homemade contraption had reached the pages of newspapers all over the couniry and the air
waves of radio and TV stations,

Spaur and Neff first spotted a oright glowing object rise from behind some trees on Rt. 22)
near Randolph shortly after S a.m. April 17,

They said it moved over their car and hovered, lighting up the ground like "noon," and was
as big as a house, then moved off to the east.

On orders from the Sheriffls Dept., the two men chased the UFO for 86 miles, crossing into
Pennsylvania, in an atiempt to identify it.

"fhey told investigators that the object seemed to stop and walt for them on occasion when
they got behind. East Palestine Patrolman Wayne Huston joined the Portage County cruiser
in the chase at more than 100 miles per hour and also observed the strange craft.

As the two police cars neared Comway, Pa., they pulled into a gas station, Spaur's car
nearly out of gas. Conway Patrolman Frank Panzanella was standing and watching the object.

Mantua Police Chief Gerald Buchert saw a bright object in the southern sky sbout the time
the chase began and attempted to photograph it, but was unsuccessful,

it
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Hoax a Hoax

A letter on today's Stater editorial page expresses an opin-
ion which has been rumored around campus for the last week;

“that Portage County s great flying saucer hoax is just that—
a hoax!

The letter writer, whose name has been withheld on re-
quest, questions the saucer’s credibility, and gives several rea-
sons for his dis-belief. He claims in essence that what patrolmen
Neff and Spaur saw and chased April 17 could not have been
the “saucer” Kent student David Wymer reportedly sent aloft;
that spring night.

The writer, who seems to have researched the matter,
gmm:mnmuurmmummmmmummnmmnmmmmmnnmwmmmmmv claims the head of the UFO
study for the Air Force im-
mediately discounted the pos-
sibility of the object being a
balloon. The “light” deputies
chased at speeds in excess of
100" mph could not have been
a weather balloon, he con-
tends, as the wind at that time

was blowing at 15 mph i in the
opposite direction.

“Name Withheld” asks why
Mr. Wymer has refused to re-
veal his partner's name; why
he has refused to send the Air

I

STATE (R)MENTS
! Football Foes
" Golden Flashes
Dear Teams",: ’
Good luck! Not even a

gorilla could stop Fitz
Saturday. :
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Force his plans for the “sauc-
er,” and why he has refused

tq talk to anyone but newspaper reporters. .
Like the letter writer, we feel these questions should

be answered lest Mr. Wymer’s story forever remain on uncer-
tainty. Mr. Wymer should make his invention known, clearing | i
up the clouds surrounding the case. We feel the exact facts |}

should be made public, and are offering Mr. Wymer use of this’

medium to explain his “saucer” to everyone. Was your story

a_hoax, Mr., Wymer" We and others would be interested to
find out.
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itor, The Stater:
would like to ask
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Editor’s Mailbox

government’s own breakdown~ in
communications ?

Why shquld the Special
to the Presi i
ing ridiculous
not spend his
developing

Ssistant

isting in the
unications

e students? Terry L. Wilson

Editor, The Stater:
u A few weeks ago you published a
big expose on how a Kent State
student pulled off a big “flying
saucer hoax” and a subsequent car-
toon on the same subject that leaves
a person with the feeling that the
Stater has swallowed this story.

If the Stater would have looked a.
little they could have followed up
this story with one on how a clever
student made the “local yokel” -
newspaper swallow a story that has
no basis in fact.

If anyone would have bothered to

WWWWWWE

AII' Force Denies UFO;

1Is Confession Real Hoax"

as being unposslble.
Although Mr. Mymer may be sin-
cere about having sent his “'saucer”

1) Why has he refused to reveal;
the name of his helper? He says
it is because.‘.his helper would deny:
incident.

e e T

Strange?

2) Why has he refused to send
the Air Force his plans for his
“saucer” when the Air Force re-
quested them so that they could
check his claims out?

.3) "Why does he refuse to talk to
anyone but a few newspaper re-i
porters ?

- Has anyone ever stopped to think
that maybe "the hoax” is in itself
a hoax? . . :

take the time to check out the story’
they would. have found that Air
Force flatly denied that it was pos- !
sible for such a balloon to manuever .,
in the way, deputies Spaur and Neff '

s reported.
The object the deputies chased

exceeded speeds of 100 m.ph,, 1t|
hovered, and manuevered around :

the patrol car. On that night the
wind was blowing at 15 m.p.h. in
the opposite direction.

Major Hector Quintella, head of
the UFO study for the Air Force
said that the idea of the object

being a balloon was looked into §

when the sighting was first made
and was immediately discounted
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January 4, 1967

Mr. Larry Shank
1014 W. Spruce Street
Ravenna, Ohilo

Dear Mr, Shank:

Thank you for writing to us about your knowledge
of the alleged hoax connected with the Portage
County UFO sighting.

I am referring your letter to the chairman eof
our Pittsburgh Subcommittee, who investigated the

case originally, and he may have additlional
questions for yeou.

Sincerely,

Richard Hall
) Assistant Directer

cc: W, B, Weltzel
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TELEPHONE: (202) 667-0434

MAJOR DONALD E. KEYHOE
USBMC (RxT.) DIRECTOR

-RICHARD H. HALL
. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

Mr, Larry Shank
101l W, Spruce St.
Ravenna, Ohilo

. Dear Hx.'. Shank:

WqL 1 — b3 "b‘é

NATIONAL INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE

ON AERIAL PHENOMENA
* WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036

PENNSYLVANIA UNIT #1
LS Congress Street
Bradford, Pa. 16701

RN 23-1987

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFiCKS:

1536 CONNECTICUT AVE,, N.W.

January 18, 1967

Richard Hall has forwarded to me your letter with information about the
alleged hoax concerning the April 17 Portage County UFO sighting. I have read
this, and your letter and the sditorial in the Kent Stater, with much interest.

As the NICAP investigator for the Portage County sighting, I would indeed

be glad to accept your offer of information on the hoax claim of David Wymer.

It would be most helpful to have verification that his balloon apparatus was not
launched. NICAP does not accept the theory that such an event could have accounted
for the UFO sighting, chiefly because of the wind velocity and direction that
morning; but definite information that Mr. Wymer!s plan never got off the ground,
so to speak, would reduce to zero any obfuscation his story has produced.

From your letter it seems that Tom Greeley is reluctant to sign his name to
any statement that Mr. Wymer and he decided not to send up. the balloon. I can
understand his reluctance to "get involved,” as you put it,
and him, that if he signed such a statement and requested anonymity, his nams
What NICAP would say would be something like, "NICAP has a
signed statement from Mr. Wymer!s potential collaborator to the effect that the

would not be used.

hoax plan was called off, and the balloon never launched.”

need not be quoted.,

Let me assure you,

Mr. Greeley's name

For his account to have any weight in the rebuttal to Mr. Wymer!'s claim,

however, it would be necessary for him to sign the statement.

From that point

on, NICAP's word that the statement had been signed, without identifying the
signer, would be sufficient. The same condition applies, of

course, in your case. .

Please write as scon as you can, and fill me in on the details of what you

know about the hoax plan,

I have a number of questions I would like to ask, but

.you may answer them in your letter, and I may think of others after reading it.

I am loold..ng £oruard t0 hearing from you.

Sincerely

yours,

%Eég{,f

William B, Weitzel, Cha
Pennsylvania Unit #1, NICAP

K4 /rn ﬂ/r/l J/%/fﬂ/«w/ /f'n /. /}m/uy fm{l/ Jcmwy the /m/«vm/ /ﬂ//«' entrredd
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DUPLICATE -~ NICAP - - DR Octcber 26, 1966

From the Record - Courier, Ravenna, Ohio, ,_Oc'bober 15, 1966:

Blue Book Chief Skeptical About Balloon Story by Carol Cla.pp

a "‘I‘he wlnds don't check righ'b for a balloon,* Ma;). Hector Qu:m‘banllla., head of the A:Lr
Force's Project Blue Book, said today regarding the poss:.billty of a "hoax" in the April 1’
UFO szght:.ng here. . . .

‘ Ny tho%ht about this, and I checked this out pretty carefully at the time,¥ "he major saic
"The thing that kept me away from a balloon explanation was the wind direction. They just
weren't blowing that fast or ir that directlion at low- alm.tudes oM

Wind direction and velocity at the time of the sighting and cha.se from the Randolph area
to Conway, Pa., a distance of 86 miles, don't support a balloon possib:u.l:my. _Ha.). Quintani:
Baida .

At 2,000 feet and below, the wind was blowing out of the southeast at 15 miles per hour,
The deputies chased the UFO in an easterly and southeasterly direction » which means the
. balloon, if that was what they chased, would have been drifiing agamst the w_nd. e

t ADeputJ.e:s‘ pursuéd the object at 103 miles per hour,
: ' ' L -
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The students claim that they filled two surplus radiosonde
balloons with a mixture of natural gas and helium which they
purchased for $15.95. They say that in order to propel the
balloons they cut small holes to let gas escape. The lights
consisted of four automobile headlamps powered by one lantern ‘=,
battery: the whole assembly weighed 22 1lb.

Dr. James McDonald, head of the Institute for Atmospheric
Physics at the University of Arizona, says that the balloons
in question can support four pounds apiece.

‘The automobile headlamps would exhaust the lantern battery in
a few minutes.

The winds were at 15 mph., from the southeast to at least
2000 ft: Spaur, Neff, and Houston followed the object at
speeds between 80 and 100 mph. travelling toward the
southeast, for over an hour. When 1last-séeniithe object was
rising.

Conclusion: Publicity-seeking students



PEETEITR T e

| |2
Summaryyiof phone call from JBMcDonald to c.rol“%:zgzé/;avenn- (11345 Ved. 10/19/66)

The alleged hoaxer, Donald David Wymer, 19, of Alblon, O,, is now a pre-law
student st Kent State, His mother works for a psper in Wooséer and she broke
the story. The ressons for his not previously disclosing the alleged hoax are
obascure, but had something to do with his mother, Wymer, in speaking with Clapp,
claimed that he and enothef student (unnamed by Wymer) carried off the hosx on
the evening of April 1§, and then simply went back to the dorm and went to bed,
Claims he had not read anything of the following AM's UEO chese, and claimsf he
is still uninformed about the chase, Asked Clapp for Weitzel's report so he
could find out sbout it, etec, Clapp set up a session where Wymer was to mske a
signed statedent to the sheriff, etc., but when time came, Wymer beck-out emerged.

Carol noted that Wymer shifted from 1lst to 3d person as he discussed the alleged
hoax, sometimes saying "I" or "we", obher times saying "they". He told her thet if
gshe did run into the other student, he'd probably dfeny. eny involvement, Since
he'd not disclosed his neme this wes odd, He cleimed, somewhat mysdériously, to
heve certain knowledge about the "swemp gas hosx up in Midhigan", and ssid that
they didn't do a very good job, (Clapp was unewere of whether he meant Hillsdale
or Dexéér, or whether he even distinguished between these two episodes,) He
told her he lns @ new idea for something even better than his alleged rig used
on April 16 PM, Said he is going to go out to Monterey, Calif, next ysar and
release it fromthere, It will have commercisl possibilities, Seid then he plens
to go on to Melbourne Univ,,Australis. Also, he's pienning to switch from pre-
law to EE,

Clapp wes under impression thet he was a scholership student, He told her
he was working at some job under an "agsumed nsme", but it proved to be use of
his midddle nsme rather than the first name, Reason was that his mother calls
him up on the job all the time and he's lost jobs from too much telephone time,
Has had five or six jobs in recent mohdbhs, she said,

The description of the rig was improbables Took two 6-foot weather ballons,
filled them with e mixture of helium and neturel ges, Then enclosed the pair of
balloons in a framework made of balsswood ("hinged so that they could carry it
acvoss campus®), Then over this framework they put plestic and sllegedly filled
in interspece with gea "to equalize the pressure", This supposedly carried aloft
a 22-1b payload including four automobile lamps powered by a lantern battery,

(YY1 suggested to Clapp she call the local Fireston dealer and £ind how meny ampere-
hours he could get out of such a ligtern, operating 4 headlemps, Sounds like only

@ hour or two to me.,) The propulsion was supplied by "gas leaking out of the
balloons®, ~ . :

Weather balloons of the type allegedly used carry a 2-1b payload of radio-
sonde transmitting gear, A pair cmuld carry up about 4 lbs, Thus his 22-1b figure
looks five times too high, The alleged propulsion system might take such s rig
a few tens of feet, if it could get it airborne (which apoears impossible),. From
Major Q end Major Boice Smith at FTD (meteorologist) Csrol learned thek the winds
on the AM of thé 17th were close to 15 mph from SE from surface up to about 2000°,
This lools while sensible to me judging from westher map for preceding day -- only
one eveilable today st Nicap, Since the mean speed of the reported chese was about
50 mph (86 miles in 1,5 hours), and since the winds were sbout 15 mph, ithe alleged
hoax called for net sirspeeds near 70 mph, The dreg ofseny such plastic-covered
rig as Wymer described would have high drsg, end since his propulsion is absurd,
the whole story falls apsrt, If it should have gotten eirborne, despite above
inferences, it would have drifted to NW, in wrong direction,

He gave a cost-figure of $15.95 for his device,
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. ' . UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

BOULDER, COLORADO 80302 .,AUG 1 m

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS8 AND ASTROPHYSICS

202 Woodbwy Hal

Mr. Stuart Nixon

NICAP

1536 Connecticut Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D,C,

Dear Stuart:

28 July 1967

This is to confirm our telephonejdiscussion this ﬁorning
in which you agreed to let us use/material from William Weitzel's
investigation report of the Ravenna, Portage County, Ohio UFO

Sighting Case.

Thanks very much for your cooperatiom.

RJL:1bm

Sincerely yours,

(;/L— o/’N-

Robert J, Low
Project Coordinator
UFO Study
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EDITOR’S NOT E-Last|
April 17 hundreds of persons in
Ohin reporled sighting an un.
ulcnlmep flying object, The Air
Farce said it was a satellile.
‘ul whatever, it was, his en-

Aeounter with the phcnomenon
“qproved a strange, grim turninz!
peint in the life of a depuly;

<heriff from Ravenna., 49, 9‘

By JOHN DE GROOT
Staff
Wriler

AKRON, Ohio (AP)—In his
ruined world of loneliness and
Lwisted nightmares, Dale Spaur
wonders if the chase will ever,
end,

It began six months ago with
seven steps to hell and a flying
saucer named Floyd.,

In the predawn hours ol a
uentle April morning, Spaur, a

_4Portage Countly sherif('s deputy,
"Achased a flying saucer 86 miles.

Now the slrange craft is

Ychasing him.

And he Is hiding from it, a

thardcd strangey peering past!
“Nthe limp curtains of a tiny motel
Jraom in Solon, Ohio,

He no longer is a deputy sher-
iff. '

His marriage is shallered.
T1e has lost 40 pounds. . )
He lives on one bowl of cereal

“Yand a-sandwich each day.

L

ate e l,\.‘;'\u‘- .

He iwalks three miles to an
$80-a-week pam(crs -job. - Hisl

Jmolel room costs $60 a week.
4'I'he court has ordered him {o;

pay his wile $20 a week for the!
support of his two children.
That leaves Dale Spaur exact-:
ly nothing.

The flying saucer did it.

“It T could change all that 1

Ahave done in my life,” he xaid,
7231 would change just one thing.
- JAnd that would be the'night we
» 3hased that damn lhlng."l'hal

Olhcra m\"ht lmderxland
4 Four other officers took part
“4n lhe April drama, ~

Turned out badly, an odd fuzzy
Hvhita thing suspended in black.

1 31ess,

Today,

Police Chiel Gerald Bncherli

¢ The pictures;

g pre gt ol

laughs nervously when hel
speaks of that night.

“I'd rather not talk about it,”
he says.
should be forgotten, left alone. 1
saw something, but I don’t know
what it was.”

Special Deputy W. L. Neff rode
with Spaur during the chase.

He won't {alk about it.

His wife Jackelyne explains,
“I hope I never sce him like he
was after the chase. He was
real while, almost in a statle of!
shock. It was awful.

“And people made fun of him
afterwards. He never talks
about it anymore. Once he told
me, ‘If that thing landed in my
back yard, I wouldn't tell a
soul,” He's .been through a
wringer.”

Patrolman Frank Panzanella
saw the chase end in Conway,

the crafl.

he had his telephone removed
because of calls about that April
morning. :

. Wayne Huston was a police
officer in East Palestine, Ohio.
He had worked there seven

saucer passed above him in the
night, he resigned, going {o
Sealtle, Wash., to drive a bus.
Huslon now goes by Harald
W. Huston. He tells you: “‘Sure
I quil because of that thing.
People laughed at me. And
:there was  pressure, - You
couldn’t put your finger on it,
ibut the pressure was there. The
scity officials didn't like pohce
'offxccrs chasing flying saucers.’
Thus the story of the olher,
bificers,
Three slill wear "badges, but
do nol speak of what they saw.
Spaur and Huslon have turned:
:in their badges.
Now Spaur hides in Solon, a

named Floyd. He cannot escape
‘[ the strange eraft. :

It remains with him, locked in
his mind reappearing in nighlly,
swealing dreams that are a bi-
zarre mixture of reality and
fanlasy.

Of that nighl: He is driving

T ST TOY

-~
'

Chief  Bucherl

“It's something that|-

Pa., where he works. He saw;

years. Scveral months after the;

fugitive from a ﬂymg saucer;

= R IXTLY "-«ra.u:s.-... ook} drwe s TR WAL

1Flyzng Saucer Named Floyd
i{Haunts Portage, 0., Depufty

spol a red and white 1959 Ford
alongside the road.

radios. -
A slrange emblem is pamled

RO Barrn as i ae b e

dolph’ and Alwaler when thév -

Bhite

Barney and Dale “stop to
check it out. The car is filled}
with walkie-talkies and other }

on the sidé. A triangle wilh a
bolt of lightning inside it. Above
the emblem is writlen “Seven
sleps to hell.”

Suddenly Spaur hears
humming sound behiod him.

He turns and sees a hude,
saucer-shaped craft rising oul of
a woods. The entire underside of
the craft gleams with an in-
tense, purplish-white light.

Spaur calls to Barney, who
turns, sees the craft, then
stands paralyzed.

.

patrol car. Both men feel warm,

eyes.

seems {o tell him that

pear.,

would move at exactly the’ same,
mslant

“Shoot it,”
tells ‘Spaur. -

Neither, moves. Spaur is sure |-
he can't move, That his Jimbs |.
will not work. He does not know [;. -
|why he is sure of this. He just};
Now he is sllent Fnends say: believes it.

The ship rises to aboul 150}
feel and moves directly over the},

pleasing heat from .the light{
blazing from,the bottom of thef
craft. But the light is so intense}
that tears stréam from their|

_Then lhe saucer moves away|f
from the car and slops. .As}
though on command, both men}
race (o the cruiser. Later, Spaur }
’|thinks that is strange, that both

s aae ait]

——

Spaur thinks about - moving}:
back to the car. Yet he does not.if
Some trace-of a thought which:
if hel.
touches the- car it will dlsap 3

Spaur radios in, tellmz thel .
deskman what he'has seen. Oth-} "
ers reports have already flared 3
over the radio.’ g
the radm 'man 3

It is. about 50 feet across and
maybe 15 to 20 feet high. on top

of it is a Jarge dome. An anten-| :,

Again, some strange feelxnm"
‘|tells )Spaur not to get out of the’
cruiser and ‘shoot -at the craft. i

car 13. Barney Neff is besidef
him. They are heading eastf
along US. 224 between nan:
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-him.

| suddenly, il was as though ev-
{erybody owned me and I no
4 longer had anything for myself. {
4 My wife, my home, my chil-| .
fdren. They all seemed to fade
- away.”

‘4 Spaur's wile Daneise now is{ ¢
f‘ ' alone with their two children. iy
il She has filed for dwon.a and 'is- 2

) The night sergeat comes on}
-{the radio and tells Spaur ‘tol|
{-chase il. The craft moves away {
{'and Spaur follows. Slowly al
4 first.

Later, he hits speeds of more .
4 than 100 miles an hour racing
% eastward through Ohlo and into}’
"1 Pennsylvania. 3
The craft,seems lo :be letting |
{ Spaur follow it. It waits for him
- } al intersections. Once, it seems.
1 o double

4 lorced. to turn away from ils
{ eastward path. :
Finally, alter the sun has tis- |

back when he Iis,

ea, the chase ends near Pitls-

burgh when Spaur runs out of f
gas. This is what happened, ac-§

cording to Spaur ard Neff.
Now Spaur relives the chase

each night in a twisting nighl. L

mare.

But in his dream, car 13 van- §
he .
And then ‘Spaur?
- stands alone'beneath the hugef:

ishes.
touches

Disappears when
.it.

ship.

As he speaks of (he.

happened to the sedan with

“Seven Steps {o Hel]” writlen
on its sides.

After the chase, his daily rou-{
tine was washed away in a sea}
of reportlers, television camera {
1 men, Air Force invesligalors,}
‘{ zovernment officials,

. slranget
letlers from places like Liltle¢
Rock, Ark.., and Australia that

told him what to do if “the little |} .

areen men” tried lo contact}

“My entire life came crashing

At this moment, he awakens
shivering and wet. Alone in his}.
motel room. -k
six|
. months since he saw the flying
4 saucer called Floyd, it is diffi-
‘cult o tell when the nighlmare
"stops and reality begins.

Spaur does not know what}

3

down around my shoulders,” hef -

said. .
“Everything changed. I -still
don't really know happened. But

Pé) LS

o s um——



“§ frightened before.
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4 day and I never saw him Jmore
He - acted
strange, listless. He just sat
- around. He was very pale.

i ““Then later, he got real nerv-,
ous.. And he started to -run

days and days. l wouldnt see
him.

“Our marriage fell apart. All

'l‘hey kept him up all mght 4
‘j; They kept ater him, houndmg i
‘1 him.  They hounded hxm nght 3

{into’ the ground.
"And he chan*ed "

' “Somethmz happened lo Dale.¢,
4 but T don’t know what it was.”

3 she says. “He came home that

'away. He'd just disappear forf. .

4 sorts -of people came to thel'l.
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ITS NAME IS FLOYD — This is what a flying saucer named
Floyd looked like to Dale Spaur. Spaur was a deputy sheriff
when he and )four other lawmen ‘'saw the object in the sky
last April. Since then Spaur’s world has collapsed. He now is
pursued by the memory of that saucer, given the coede name
Floyd. Writer John DeGroot of the Akren Beacon Journal

.

home . very. late. He isn’'l sure
what happened. He walked into}
the living room. There  were

“Jsome other people there. Things)
‘Jwere very tense. Very. confused. ,
’ ‘wife and: for beating his wife."

He . grabbed - his
shook her. Hard. He ‘kept|
shaking her. IL-left hig ugly
bruises pn her arms.

He doesn't know how or why.

'drew - this sketch, based on skcl:hcs Spaur .made ‘for him.

Then one night. Dale came'Danene filed assault and bat-
tery .charges. Dale was jailed.}

(AP erepholo)

and turned in his badge.

A newspaper printed a ‘story
about the deputy who chased
the flying saucer being jailed

"When he got out of ’jail Dale!
left town, turned his. back on
cverythmg.

That \vas the end of July

locked in his dreams, -

But the salicer followed hlm .
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; COLUMBUS — B — The
‘nation’s UFO fever -seems to
 have vanished. So has a {oi-

;rural Chio county.

“ Attempts to locate Dale
?-Spaur have been as fruitless
‘as speculation about a flying
[‘saticer he chased and where it
“went after suddenly disappear-
' ing following an 86-mile chase

Lway. Pa., in 1966.

,nessed or heard about the
;strange chase collectively
know only this:

" THE object was a {lying
saucer "The object was not a
3 ﬂying saucer,

The deputy along with Spaur
_on his adventure, Apr. 17, 1966,
has beenreportedseenin
i Alaska and Florida.

- As for Spaur, 39, less than a
;year after the. inciden: the
. father of two quit his job, was
; divorced andeventually
; dropped from sight. Attempts
i have been unsuccessful to lo-
[ cate him in Ohio by phone. -
tii“After-] saw the damn
.thi’ng. my entire life came
,crashing down around my

“ported in 1967.
578

i HE SAID he saw the saucer,
with the code name “Floyd,”
one more time before he quit
his job. He believed that
+'Floyd"” was following him.

“mer. deputy sheriff from a.

E from Portage County to.Con-

~The people who either wit-

shoulders,” Spaur told a re-

Man Who Saw Saucer

Mot b e it e ia

N ot Around’ Anymore

Du s tman, Portage county' -
sheriff when the saucer report- .

edly. tdiled Spaur. *‘But ] sure
believed it. 1 really believe in
them.”

_ ‘Dustman is now a bailiff in_
Portage county Common Pleas

court -and thinks. Spaur is in’

the Lake. Erie area. Hz also
belleves Floyd had nothing to
do with Spaur’s qulttin:- “his

" job. -
SPEC!AL Deputy W. 'L; Neff.

was with Spaur when the uni-
dentifiéd flying object report-

" edly rose .directly over the

patrol car, releasing heat and
a light so intense it made
tears stream from the eyes of
both men.

At the time of the incident
Spaur said they came across
the object when they stopped
to check an abandoned car,
{found to be filled with walkie-
talkies and radios and with the

legerid painted onadoor:._

“Seven Steps to Hell.”

....ing from'Mearby. wogdg. 23

RAAZSPEwe St e’
lyne,',; & .,: e News!

/.- DAYTON DAILY NEWS - FRIDAY - 26AMay"-

St eld s heard i e | all rght”
ming ‘spindyti ‘nw aw:a qrter' the;, chase’, tht: brdught |
- huge,,saucer-sﬁaped" vf_sa*tel vision cameramen,, ‘the Air. -

& Force: and govemment: ofﬁ- 3
ac“-t},clals "o the drea " Y

N that; cvg{“'l‘here was a burich of crazy .
§ Lmumbo-jumbo going- on- tha,t_

- IN‘1967, Neff sy

;wa ”‘ i tgate%;,;;nlght,” recalled ‘a- police offi=™ /3¢
of shoc fal at/ Conway, Pa, w‘xo di dn AR I
" Dui owe /T want to be identlﬁed

L
PRV IS S0 1 NOICPTINPRAR FV N

: .‘“Evznvons was. chaslng/ -4
;iﬁe ‘ﬂymg saucer ‘aid ho'one “"
”saw- it.. No one here where the
*chase: ‘ended seemed to take’it
“Seriously’ I ’d1dn't eanything e
anyway.'.'. AT )
~But’ former Oonway police.,
ofﬁcer Frank Panzanella said,
“*1 saw something that morn-
{7 ing. But 1 don’t know what.”*
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‘THE PORTAGE COUNTY SIGHTING

An account of the UFO sighting and chase from Portage County, Ohio

:to Conway, Pennsylvania, on April 17, 1966, and the NICAP investigation

‘and attempt to have USAF conclusion of “satel.lite-Venus" changed to - '
" Munknown," | | :

. This account, and supplementary material from the NICAP file on the
* a_‘;..F%;Bighting, “are submitted for consideration of publication by the Dell

* Publishing Co., Inc., to Carmena F'reemaxi, Editor, Flying Saucers,
- by William Weitzel.

. ;Williani B. Weitzel; . Chairman
- Pennsylvania Unit #1, NICAP
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16
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Deputy Sheriffs Dale Spaur and Wilbur Neff stood rooted to the spot, their
heads tilted back, staring at the enormous, brilliant object above them. It seemed
to' be staring back, with its piercihg white light. ©Neither man could speak’lbxf move,
though it seemed to them both that they definitely should be somewhere else,
Spaur looked down at his hands and clothes, expéct:lng them to be on fire, but
‘there was only the cold , brilliant light that illuminated a patch of ground
around them and their.cruiser, next: to Ohio State Route 22, Perheps it was
- Just the contrast with an'otherwise; dark morning that made the light, which had
moved over them juut moments before; so bright; but it made the deputies! eyes
water, SN i

Both men sensed 'th'e eerieness of the situation, The huge object was only

a few dozen feet up, but it made noE sound except for a faint humming., Neither

.had ever seen anything like it. It had drifted level over the road, then back -

to hover directly over them, I‘b seemed to be walting for them to do something.
A long, timeless moment passed -~ then, without a word to each other, the men

dashed for their cruiser. When Spaur touched the door handle, he was shocked,

—

He realized he had expected the cruiser to disappear into thin air when he touched &

) -

it, as though this were all a wild ;irea.m.

The men jumped inside ‘and slammed the doors., Now, in fémildar Vsu.rroundings,'

the reality of the situation hit them and they began trembling, The object:was



. 8till above them, but it moved off down the road about a .hundred feet and

stopped. Again, it seemed to be walting for something,

Deputy Spaur took the radio microphone in his shaking hand and pushed the

3 button to "transmit,® to report what was happening, But found he could say nothing,

i <

What was happening?

Portage County Deputy Sheriff Dale Spaur and Mounted (auxiliary) Deputy

- Wilbur "Barney" Neff were a good team. Spaur had been with the Sheriff's !

. department a year, and Neff had been on patrol with him and other deputies for

som. time » whe.n he had time aside fztom his job as a local Therma~King mechanic
at a truck stop.near Ravenna, Ohio. Spaur had a reputation for never losing a
court éase R rlwr.a speeder, and was t:.hought of most highly by his fellow deputies‘ :
aqd by Sheriff Ress Dustman, -Six fe:et four inchfss tall, 190 pounds, police
experience in photography, fingerpr;nting and radio operations ,- *t.hreej "}fears
expe;'ience in the» A.ir Fox;ge as an in-flight refueling boom o.perat.or,' and .a former
race-car driver, he was the model o; a capable ']aw enforcement officere

;.i’he morx.xing had been‘ a routine Eone. A car had smashed into ; utility pole
near Atwater, in the southeastern pa;rt of the countyf The men got the ‘dri.ver 'l;o .

. . ' -
a hospital, and the car towed. While *hey sat in P-13 s their pruisef, they drank . -

" some coffee and talked with a repaifnan, who was working on the daxﬁed poig and -



J

lines. A call came over their radio about 4:50: ®Woman in Summit County reports

- a low-flyirg bright object went over her property, headed east toward Portage

Couﬁty.“ After a comment by one of‘the men that the woman had had too much to

'drink, the repairman chuckled and suggested she had seen a flying saucer, The

men laughed at the joke. "Yeah," Spaur said. "The wierd ones are out tonight{"
‘ 'Sﬁaur decided it was time to inspect a shopping center in the vicinity,
part of their regular schedule of checks. He drove off with Deputy Neff, toward

the western part of the county. Aster going a short distance, however, he noticed
a car parked by the ophér side of the road, and turned around to check. There was

almost no traffic that time of morning, and the car seemed to be deserted.

. He parked on the broad berm beqide the road, leaving the engine running and

the headlights on. Neff got out and stood by the right headlight, ready in case

any trouble should develop; Just ahead o? the; was the other car, a white 1959 |
Fofd. Spaur advanced a few steps aqd looked inside, but no-one was the?q. He
looked around at the woods to hié r;ght, thinking perhaps the driver had gone off
a shortAQistance to relievg hémse;fj Then he saw thevlight.

It was small at first, no bigger than a pinhead at armt!s length would have

‘appeared, It was coming from the west, on an imaéinany line that would have.

" extended not far south of the rqad.§ It grew larger rapidl&, and within a short



‘immense size and went right over the road to the north, It stopped. Then it

“time was almost due south of him, He called Neff's attention Lo ib. "lLook at

Lhat light, Larneyl bh&he that's that flying saucer that we heard ahout a few

minutes'agol"' Meff turned halfway around and his jaw dropped. The light was

- mach bigger now, and the area was getting brighter. The men said nothing as it

swerved from its westerly path and ‘came toward them from the south, It grew to

\

came back and hovered overhead, humming softly. After about a minute, the men

"bolted for the car. .

Incide, Spaur finally deciced what he would say for a report. "P-13 to base,"
R * .

he said, "i think wefre watching thie light that'sAbeen,reported flying near here."

. in Rlavenna, the radio operator for the Portage County Sheriffts Departmeént,
Leputy ‘obert wilson, noted the time == 5:07 am -- and asked for details,

“Itis atout a hundred feet ahead, over Tioute 22l4," said Spaur.. "We're parked

on the ‘berm, leaded east, . It's about fifty feet across, and I can just make out

a dome or something on the top, but that's véry dark. The bottom is real bright,

*

it's putting out a beam of light that makes a big spot underneath. .It's like

it's sitting on the beam. It was overhead a minute ago, and it was bright as day
here; our headlights didn't make nearly as much light as8 it did. And this is no

' helicoptér or anything like that;.iﬂ's perfectly still and it just makes a humming

noice," , . .
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Deputy Wilson didn't hear all the details; Spaur was excited and spoke
rapidly. DBut he gathered that the mon in P-13 were‘obse:ving a "flying saucer."

“i)son had heard that such sightings were often- due to weather balloonc, and

‘thought of an easy test thc men could perform. "P-13, Dale, do you have your

Lk Nhgnuh with you?® "I do," Spaur;replied. "Take a shot at iti" Wilson suggestea.

"‘\,
()

' Spaur thought this over briefly, From what he had seen so far, he vas

quite impressed, and didn't want to risk irfitating the object, It was as big

_as a house, and looked quite solid.: It could easily come back and settle on the

cair, squashing it like an egg. "I don't think I want to do that," he radioed

back, and repeated his description of the object. "Listen, Bob," he added, "this

. thing's a monster! It's like looking down the middle of helli"

Mow Wilson realized Spaur was dead serious. He called in the Sergeant,

Hank Shoenfelt, and asked his.advice. Shoenfelt got on the radio., "Keep an

~eye'on't.hat thiﬁg, and we'll dispatch a car with a camera, and get a picture

of it." le proceeded to arrange for this, Spaur felt it was good advice. He
put the cruiser in gear and moved slowly forward, to get a better view,

As he moved toward it, the object started moving away. It elevated a bit,

. . * ' . '
-then went off rather slowly, duec east over Route 22L, Spaur called in, "It's

-moving -off. Shall we follow?" Sgt. Shoenfelt answered, "Stick with it until

that camera car gets out there,"
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. like the head of a flashlight aimed down were tilting forward and its beam casting

Spaur accelerated. The object accelerated. Spaur floored the pgas pedal

and began tearing after it, The object gathered more speed and within a minute,

' © _P=13 was barrelling down the road at 85 miles an houf, in hot pursuit.

.spaur knew he was approaching an intersection, where Routes 183 and §2h
go south together about a half milé{ He dgcided, since hé had to make a turﬁ,
to follow 22l south, .AS'he slowed fPr the turn, the object shot out over a fielél
bordered by i83. I£ kep£.going éasﬁ; vhile Spaur turned riéht, followiné the
road to the south. When 22 1ef£.183, éoing east again, épaur turned left to

folloﬁ the object, which was now noé}héastpéfmhim. Just after he turned, it

made a right angle turn and came south, going across the. road ahead of him; then

it turned left and sped eastward, to his right, while he drove east on 224,

The députies noticed now that when the object moved forward, its leading

edge tilted down. The light underneath it, on ‘the ground, followed behind,’jusﬁ

a spot behind it. Now, too, the sky was becoming brighter, and they could see

the top clearly silhouetted against the sky. There seenid to be an antenna or
probe projecting from the top rear, about 20 feet long, tapering to a pointed tip.
S

The object was about half as thick as it was wide, shaped -something like a football -

in cross section. The bottom was still glowing brilliantly, and some construction

equipment near the road was illuminated when it passed overhead.



O | . Neff watched the object out his right'windbw, to ‘the southeast;, until P=13 -
- ' got.. to Deerfield; As they ;'er.Ve over a reservoir, it ros.e_ up tq ’about'SOO feet
and tufned no'rth ,» going over the road above them. Now both ?-;13 and the object =
.wexje'. récing due east toyax‘d Canfield, about 18 miles away, at nqarly 100. miles
an hour. "I'ne_re was practically no f.raffic and, except for an occasional dip
or twist, the road wés perfectly stx;'aight. The o.b,.ject kept on a course due
north of the cz‘ﬁiser.. '
.Spa-ur saw they were hgaded into Mahoning County,‘: out of his jurisdiction.
lle radioed his base. "We just passed D;erfield circie ,  now on Route 1h," he
| said., "This ;,hing's right outj'xro' left window, and we're going about the same
spe;:d, almost 90 miles an }.mux;.' Plea;e advj.se;“ Sgte Shoenfe1§ called back,
;'Si;e;y ﬁith it un;r.il that cé.mera carigetsi there."” "Will do," Spaur replied.
nit's getting light now. I should be able to identify it pretty soon."
Uni‘or.t\‘mately, Spaur's report qi‘ "Route 14" was miSinterpretedlby many
listeners. They took Spaur to mean he was now traveling.down“ Route. LA, which
used to be called 1lk. As a..result of this mixup, the camera car was sidetracked
"~ and several police offiqers in that ;part of the state directed their attention
!

‘,-:-\4 { in theé wrong direction. The mistake was cleared up ‘when they got near Canfield

" and reported their location approaching that town.
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As they got near Canfield, the 6bje9t again'crossed the road ﬁheéd of them,

and headed southcast..'Spaur turned right onto a 1arge bypass loop that goes

. around Canfield. They had not gone far, gradually turning east again, when the

. object went across the loop to their left, still in a souﬁheasterly direction,

To match, as best he could, its southerly component of travel, spéur'turned
right onto Route 1L, now going directly south,

Thc'gbject seemed to be-recedgng to their left, but suddenly it ;wung
around and headed south over the‘}oad ahead of theﬁ Noy.Spaur began to feel -

a ncw’kiyd of fear,

As long as the sky had been d;rk and visibility limited, the men could
assume, after their initial fright, that they were witnessing an.ordinary
something=-or-other under unusuél lighting conditions. iSpaur had hoped that when
it became lighter he would recogni;e‘what it was they were chasingf. But thg sky
was quite ;ight now, and the object ;eemed even mqre-mystgrious. The'top‘had

a metallic surface, and its outline, with the "éﬁtenna," was much more visible.

~And Spaur began to question whether they were chasing the object, or it

was chasing them. When he would slow down to maneuver in traffic, it would slow
!

v

" down a bit, then speed up again. it seemed to be playing cat and mouse, and it

was unclear who was the cat or the mouse. Fror the first pime since the chase

had begun, Spaur began to doubt his senses. Neff was still radioing in locations



. and observational details, but he was obviously making an effort to keep cool, -

ASpaur hoped desperately that someonq would come to their assistance. He was .
out of his county, and would soon be out of the state, into Pennsylvania. But
his sergeant told him to kéep going, and he was intent on finding out what was

playing this crazy game with them. So he raced on down Route 1l toward Columbiana,

Y

* dodging occasional traffic at a mile a minute,

Suddenly it occurred to him that an airplane pilot would get a good view

- of the objeot. "Bob," he radioed.Wilson,‘"can you get an airport to send up

a plane?* Wilson called the Youngs?owg Air Force Base and made the request.

As the deputies passed through Columbiana, city patrolman chk Haines,
who_had been'listening to the radio.traffic, finally found a camera he had
beén looking fof. He drove to Route ‘1L, but P-~13 had passed. It was on its wa;

to a near disaster. At the intersection of Routes 1k and 146, the object made

a 100°. turn to the left, going in the direction of Route lh. Spaur madeé an

abrupt'turn to follow it, and the cruiser slipped in some grafel. Spaur's

racing experience paid off. AHe got the car back on the road, and headed east

after the object. "Dale," Neff said, "we nearly turned over!" "Yeah," said

: . - - !
Spaur, “can't you just see the obituary? 'Racked up while pursuing a flying

" saucer.' Barney, when are we gonna'get some help on this?“ Neff didn't answer.
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He had his head pressed up against the windshield, looking almost straight up

at the object, which had e;eVaﬁed and slowed doﬁn " for thgm.“

;AS.they appyoachcd Un;ty, Onio, Egst Pdlestine patfolman,Whyne Huston drove
to the'edée of Route 1l and waited to see if he coulﬁ obsqrve the subject of the
last quarter hour of excited radio traffic., When th? deputies! reports indicated

. . S
they were approaching him,»he.calleé Spaur and asked where to look. "ILook out
your left window, and up," Spaur rcélied. Huston was standing next_to his
'cruisér, OV-l,.talking over hisvexténsioh microphone., He looked to the northwest
and saw a light approaching in the %ky. It took on detaillquick;y and flew
almost straight overhead éb&ut 900 feet up, going over 80 miles an hour., Huston

saw what he later described as a flattened ice cream cone, a dark dome-like top

and a cone .shaped light~from a bright bottom. The 1light looked like a focused

beam in smoke or fog would look, and it was tiited to thé rear of the object!s

direction of travel.
As the men sped by, Huston ‘jumped ifhto his cruiser and turned onto the road

after them. It took several minutes to catch up, and he probably would not have,

if P-13 had not been slowed down by traffic and the road, which was now narrower

and more winding. The object had cooperated in its pursuit, aléo, by alowingAup
for its pursuers. "P-13," Huston radioed to Spaur and Neff, "this is OV-l. I

see your object. I'm right behind you." o ‘ ,
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"At that time I wanted to kiss that man," Spaur said later,. Here at last

‘was a corroborating witness. -

The men were getting out of raﬁio range of the Portage County station.
beputy Wilson began relaying messages thfough the Columbiana County Sheriff's

radio in the county jail in Lisbon. Radio operator Orville Scarry began taking

A

log notes at 5:35. "Portage County, your P-13 is at the Columbiana -- Pennsylvania

1ine."' Wilson replied, "0.K., advise when another unit picks it up, for him to

return to base."’

_~ Patrolman Huston, now following Spaur and Neff close behind, called his base,

~ “Welre off Ohio Route 1, oﬁto»Pennsylvania 51, Call the Pennsylvania State Police

for some support. Find out if someone can get after this thing in an airplaﬁe,
And if it's being picked up on radar anywhere." A callwas placed to the
Chippewa Barracks of the Pennsylvania State Police, on Route 51 near the state line,

Trooper Antonio Taglienti sorted out the requests'énd called the Greater Pittsburgh

Airport. He was told that nothing unusual was on their radar, and that the only

available planes were Jet interceptors, which would be too slow., As he tried te

get a State Police cruiser into the area; he:heard the deputies and Huston roar

by. be looked through the window, but the men were out of sight. He saw nothing

1

unusual in the sky.
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A £ew miles outside Beaver, Pennsylvania, P-13 and ov-1 approached

Brady's Run Park, a public recreation area. Huston expected some traffic

; problems and put on his siren. A Volkswagen started to leave the park and ran

across a treadle that controls a traffic light. Three trucks wafe coming toward

the intersection from the east, and two more loomed ahead of the officers. The

* light changed to red, the Volkswagen 1eft the park, and the men screeched to a

halt behind the trucks. They watched the object elevate and fly over .some tall
hills not too far away. ‘It seemed to drop down on the other side. None of the
men had any thought of stopping their pursuit, They started up again and raced

down the road toward Beaver; Huston kept his radio on "transmit® to give instructions

.

' to the deputies, who were unfamiliar with the terrain, and warned them of sharp

curves ahead.
Just past the hills, they paséed through an underpass outside Beiver, and the
toad turned into a broad stretch of highway that cﬁfved around to the right. -

Spaur -had been watching Huston's cruiser through his rear view.mirror to see if

the East Palestine patrolman had come out of the turn ali right. He saw the nose .

of Huston's cruiser dip suddenly as Huston braked. "There it isI" he shouted..
- | ' s ' !
Directly ahead of them, only a few hundred feet off the road, the cbject was

hovering, still.
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Hust:on r;oticed the, projectit;n .on the rear of the object jﬁst before it shot
up to about a thousand fe.et., stoppe'd, and took off aw;y from them-:l.n the direction
of Rochester. The men followed it apd the cat~and-mouse g;mo begar; again,~ as they
entered early morning traffic on the 'p:irrow road through Rochester and Froedom..
When they had to slow down, the object would wait, but not long enough for them

. N
to c.atch upe.

Outside Freedom, the road, riow"Route 65, broadened into a four lane highway,
and the officers sped up again. ButiSéaur's cruiser started coughing, running
low on 'gas. Then he saw a police car parked across the road in the distance,
at an Atlantic gas st?.tipn.

Conway, Pa. Patrolman Frank Panzanella had just left a restaurant and was on

his way home after a night on duty. As he drove over the top of a hill near

Route 51, he saw a bright light in the sky to the west., It seemed too big for

a star and seemed to be moving, so he'stopped to get a better look. It grew

in size and he thought it was an airplane on fire. It seemed ‘t';o be coming
straight at him, "My God,'f he thought, "it's going to hit right here on-the hilli"

He turned the car around and drove back down the hill toward the highway. As he

turned at an interseciion ng'af the road, he saw the thil"xg out his 1efi; window,

moving slowly now toward the Northera Lights shopping center, which borders on ‘



the highway. He parked at the Atlantic station and got out. The object was

making a swishing noise. Then the noise stopped and the object hovered not too

. far away. It-had an outline like a football cut in half along its length, and

. the flat bottom was all 1lit up -~ Panzanella thought he saw individual. lights

around the bottom rear when it passed nearby -- and an antenna-like projection

at thé rear. A penny held at arm's length would not have coveréd it. He could

hardly believe his eyps,land decidﬁdihe would not say anything to anyons about
seeing it. % |

Two cars scregmcd to a stop on the ro;d b;hind him. He turned and watched
P-i3 and‘OV-l make a quick U-turn into the station. All three men jumped out

and ran up.. "Do you see. it?" they asked. "See what?" he replied, still reluctant

to admit he had been watching something so wierd. “That thing over there! Wetve

~ been with it all the way from Chio!"™ Huston pdinted to the object. Panzanella

admitted he had been looking at it.

As the four men stood there together the object receded ﬁorizontally. It
hovered again in the east, ihiline~with a television antenna on a nearby roof.
The crescent moon was to its right, and Venus, the morning star, shone as a

I

bright dot of light to'the right of the moon. The sun was 6oming gp; .

Again the object movéd,'this time straight up, and hovered'again. A large
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commercial airliner, United Airlines flight LSh on route to Buffalo, New York,

fldw'“t;naoi' the object. "Somenne on that plane is bound to see it," Neff said. -

R Panzanella walked to his cruiser, still watching, and called the Rochester base

radio station, which serves several éurrounding communities, including Conway.

‘He asked the radio operator, John Bieghey, to call the airport, to see if'awthi.ng‘

was on the radar screen there , and to contact the pilot of the plane., He gave
a description of the object and asked if any intercepter Iﬁlanes could be sent up,
Bieghey did this, and called Panzanella back. "They've got it on radar, and are

sending two upi®* By coincidence, just as the planes were mentioned, the object

_ accelerated upwards and shot straight out of sight.

 The officers looked around and could see nothing else in the sky, except

‘the moon and Venus, and .the contrails from two Jets to the northeast. The arcs

were gfowing from north to south, toward the rising sun,
~ The Ohio officers left, while Panzanella stood by his cruiser, still -looking

i‘oxf the object. As they drove off, he got a call from John Bieghey, requesting -

" that the deputies call someone with the United States Air Force Reserve at the

Greater Pittsburgh Airport, to report the object. He drove off after them and
: _ I

caught up with them in Freedom. On the way, his radio picked up a weak transmission

from a patrolman in Economy Borough, 'Henry Kwiatanowski: "Hey, Frank, I just saw

L}
t



object. He watched until the trio got almost in front of the sun,

10

two Jetse .o o oM .The end of thg call was indistinct; radio reception faded. ‘
Kwi'atanowsk.i was standing on a ﬁigh point of groﬁnd three miles aouthéaat
of the'Atlantio' station., He had been in touch p?éviously ;dth Panzanella, goaking
whe.ne'jgfic_iok for the object. dJust after it left the Conway area, Kwiatanowski
saw two Jjets "nort..heast of him heading eoutl;, followed by a bright, footba]l-sh#pé&
The four officers drove to the I;{ochester base station and Spaur called the
mumber he had been given, 264-5000., ,xHe does not rexperrber to whom he talked, only
that he was an Air Force c.ol.onel, and that the officer, aif{:er about a minute o;f
questioning, told him his report .would be‘i‘orwarded to Dayfon, Ohio. Dayton is
the location of Wright-Patterson A:Lr Force Base ;nd Project Blue.Book, the Aixt
Force's official UFO investigating project.
“When the call was finished, Panzanella took Spauxf to a gas station and filled

his tank. -Spaur told him how glad he was Panzariella had been there at the end of

" the chase, and promised to reimburse him for the gas. Then he started the 73 mile
trip back to Chio with Neff and Huston. On the way, they noticed an irenic thing --

-at many intersections on their route, local and state police cars were stopped, their

occupants waving to them as they passed. If enly they had been there for the chase! o

At the police station in East Palestine, the officers stopped to have some
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coffee with Wayne Huston, and discuss their expo;ience. They were met by

_ Columbiana County Depdty ‘Sheriff Dave Brothers, who told them of his discouragement

over being left out of the excitement., He had been waiting near Salem, Ohio to

"Join in the chase, Salem is situated on Route 1LA, the route which had earlier

been mistaken as the one down which Spa.ur and Neff were traveling, When P-13

1 .

repért.ed they were approachi;zg Cani‘:l.eild and thg: mistake became aplﬁarent, Brothers
tried to get té Route 1k, but arriveq too late, He did, however, hear most of the
radio‘ tfafi‘ic from P=13, ov-1 s and 'Pértage Gounty, from the. start of the ;hase.

He asked Spaur to describe his experf;.ence; "By God you"re‘not gonna believe it,®

Spaur told him. "You're gonna think 'I'm lyingi* Brothers believed him, however.

Spat;r seemed neﬁous ; Br.others askedéhim how he felt, "If, gives you a funny _.
feeling in your stomach," he said. guston concurred,

The deputies left East Palestiné and returr;ed to' Ravenna, where the Sheriffls
bepartmont is located, in the .C;mty ECourt House. When they arrived; things were

in a turmoil., Their radio reports had been heard by someone connected with the

news-mdié., and the station was flooded with phone calls and reporters. No one
knew what to make of the incident; even their questions were incoherent. A Civil
' ! . . !

]

Defense officia.l checked the cmis¢r and the men with a Geigor counter, but foﬁnd

v
]
i

nothing above normal background level,
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- bothered by the excitement, that he went into seclusion.

Spagr typed his reﬁprt,_roferring repeatedly to the object as "the (?7)."
“"The (7) ;as about 35 to LS5 featAacégss_the bott;m and ab?ut 2ly feet high,
The (?5 was very bright. The (?) seemed Suspended on a beam of 1;ght. o o o
I was shook up at this time.* He was still shaging, fou; hours afier'the chase

began, and the sheriff sent him home for some rest. . Neff was so upaét, and

'THE INVESTIGATIONS

Oq the way to church later that(morning, a news bulletin about the chase
came over my car radio. The wipter trimsster at the Bradford br;nch of the
Univefsity of Pittsburgh, where I teach philosophy, haé Just ended and I was
visiting in Pittsburgh with the minister whose servi;e I was about io attend,
Both ?e and i gre members of tge local NICAP iqvestigativ; subcommifteo, sq I

decided to walt until after the service to look into the UFO report, hoping he

LIS
S

could #ssist me.
At Rev, Shéw's home I first called all the members of the subcommittee to

learn what they might know of the UFO report, in addition to what I had heard

"‘on the radio. As subcommittee chairman, I am usually called when one of them '

thinks something should be investigated, but that morning I had been unavailable,

I found out that the report of the chasc_had gotten nntiénwide’coverage, and that

1]
.



‘to find out if any NICAP investigators in Ohio could get to Rgvenna, Hall gave:
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the police chief of Mantua, Ohio, Gerald Buchert, had taken a picture early

in the chase, which he thought showed the objccf;. On hearing this, my interest

rose considerably. A godd UFO picture is a rarity; this one should be examined

, ‘immcdiately, before it was mishandled or lost.

I called Richard Hall, NICAP's Assistant Director, at his home .in Washington,
me the name of David Webb, in Alliance. I iried to reach him without success.
Hall asked me to look into the report if Webb were 'unavailable,‘ so I decided to
go ahead with an investigation.

- Chief Buchert was unavailable for comment when I phoned his office, but I

- was told he could meet me at the Portage County Court House in three hours.

Rev. Shaw agreed to a‘ccompany' me. Then, to get the .very latest ne\js., I called
reporter Tom Schley oi‘. the Beavexl County Times..

Schley had had a strong inf.erest in UFOs since he broke the story on the now
famous Lm::ci UFO photograph taken in B'ea._v'er, Pennsylvania in A;xgust'l%s. I‘

assumed Schley wouldalready be digging into the case., He was indeed out collecting -

_informatiop, and called me back a few minutes later. He had just interviewed

‘Officer Pénzan_olla in Conway. We agreed to meet thé.t afternoon, at the Court Houée

in Ravenna.
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Just before leaving, I arranged with Robert Schmidt, subcommittee member;
that he would monitor the news on the radio and television, and take my calls

to the subcommittee from Ohio. Then Rev. Shaw and I drove off in separate cars.

.'He had to be back with his family that evening. I thought I ﬁould be back, too, '

but'had little idea then how much of ‘my vacation would be spent in Ohio.
" We arrived in Ravenna about L:LS, and began interviewing Chief Buchert

immediately. He had been in Mantua at the start of the chase, about 18 miles

northwest of the spot on Route 22L where Spaur and Neff had first'seen the object.

He had seen a small light in the sky in the general direction of their location,

and had taken four picturcé. The light had seemed to bob around a bit, but was

~ 8till there when the men were chasing their UFO down the road. Buchert showed ms

an 8x10 enlargement of the one part of his film that had an image on it among the

four pictures he had taken., It showed only two dark; fuzzy arcs, with no other

objects in the phbtograph to indicate elevation or apparent siie. I asked to

see the negative, but he said he preferred to show it to someone in the government

first, in case he had photographed some kind of secret military device. He would

not even allow Rev, Shaw to make a Polaroid. copy of the print; I dec}ded to wait

20

until his qualms about secrecy were settled, amd suggested he call Wright-Patterson:

AFR to see if anyone would be interested in looking'at the picture. He did this

t
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righf away, and said a lieutenant named Weisingér had told him to lock up the
prints and negative {ilm until the next day.

Deputy Spaur was not in the station, but one of the officers called him and

'said he would be in shortly. ' Neff could not be reached. While I waited for Spaur,

I shut myself in an office away from the mob of reporters and depu_t,ies , and took

L}
\
Y

notes fr;nn his official report. -It was then I £our'1d out about Officer Huston's :
mic in the puréuit of the UFO, I tried unsuccessfully to call him and Franic '
Panzgpella. I called Robert Schmidt. Some subcommittee members who had been
planning to come out to R,venna with?instruments to measure radioactivity at t.he-
site on floute 22l could not ma:ke it.: This discouraged me, for I felt a check
should be made thgre as soon as possible.

Rev; Shaw left, and Tom Schley arrived a few minutes later. Since he had
interviewed Panzanella and was going: to talk to Wa;.ynev Huston soon, I decided to
defer thg'o part of my inve.sti.gatipn.t:mtil I could get some more inf‘omati..on about |

the Buchert film. I knew Schley would take about as much ‘fyéxil the officers as I

would; he had a lot of experience interviewing UFO witnesses, and was a stickler

for accuracy and thoroughness,

. !
By this time, no reporters were being allowed into the rear of the station,

vhere I had set up my tape recorder and other equipment, so Schle& waited in the

front. As it turned out, he intercepted Spaur first, when he arrived..
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Pctectivo Le}and finally brought Spaur in, gftér he had talked with Schley
a few minﬁtes. I was almost sorry I had‘asked to seé him.! He had slept only.ébout
a half hour siﬁce morning, and was obviously_exhaustéd. He looked like he had
seen a ghost, and expected he wouldn't be believed. .But.he definitely'believed

what he had seen, and we were hardly introduced when he started right in with his

‘ a

- account. /I let him talk about his wierd experience for a while before I started in

with detailed questions. -
After a while, two repfesentatives of the Akron Flying Saucer Investigating
Committee, A, E. Candusso and Larry Moyers, caﬁe in. They’had brought a Civil

Defeﬁse radiation counter, and I asked if we could get to the site where “the UFO

was first observed, hovering near the ground. Spaur assented to leading us out

there. On the way oﬁt of the.staiion w; were.joined;by Rick Hilberg{ Glenn Barth,
and Dave Olesko, of'tse Cleveland Ufology Project, another local'group thgt collects
interviews from UEO wi;ncsses. ‘WQ al; drove to the exact.spob on Route 22l and
parked behind the abandoned Fora that Séaﬁr and Neff had -stopped to look at. It

looked worth abandonings: rusty, battered, and the trunk liag held:down with a spring

"attached to the rear bumper. Spaur, temporarily forgétting the UFO, looked inside

. !
for’ some evidence of ownership, but-found none. (Sbme excitable flying saucer

" believers speculated for a few days that the owner had been kidnapped by little

_green men, but he " was located in Meadville, Pa., The engine had thrown a rod. )’
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Candusso and Moyers found no radiation in the arsa ah;ove the éxpocted
background count. I asked Spaur to go. {through his story again, as to what had‘
: happeneci right at this spot. Ope of his responses really 'c'irove ‘home the enormous
..size of the object, and the 'sgriousness of Spaur's rea;ction. "Sgpposo you held
your aer out straight," I asked, ‘"and protended you wers holding the object between
. your thumb and forefinger. In other words, hc;w big was the image of the object, :
at arm;s length?" "Hell," Spaur said, mustering a weary chuckle, "I'd have to
'hold both -arms up! One side was over the 'middl.e of the road, and the other side
_was o?ér this hill next to the berm.“ T}'}at thing was only fifty feet up, and it
uou.jl.d have covered the road!" He held both arms up at about a h5° angle, as though
. he ‘were pointing to the opposite sidgs of the object. For the 'ﬁrst time since we
r.\a.d: gotten out ‘ﬁ};em » I noticed it wéfs an awfully cold night.

On the way back to the station I called Ton Schley, who had returned to Beaver
‘to write up his story i‘or’ the Monda.y?paper. We exchanged no.t.es. Back a'ut. the statioh
things had calmed down somewhat, but no one See;rnd to know yet.. Just how to interpret__
‘the morning's event. Sherjiff R.oss Dustman was there, a:nd. he supported Spaur without
reéervai_;ions , believing him to have seen just @at he degcribed; The other deputies

| o

Jjoked with him, asking what he thought would have bappened if he had ‘shot at the UFO. -

vl ﬁouldp't have been surprised," Spaur said wryly, "if a big fly swatter had
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ask much."

stuck out the bottom of that thing,'and,SPLAT} ’I don't»know why we felt safer
when we got_in thevcar;'it r&ally wouldn't havé helﬁed if tha£ thiné go? mad,
But.gettiﬂg something betwoen gé and i# was better than just standing there."
Chief Buchert had.lofg. It was near midnigﬁt, so I ﬁent to a motel.
Tomorrow I could see about getting a look at the negative.of his:picture.

The next day Major Hector Quintanilla, Jr., Chief of Project Blue Book,

called the-sheriff's office from Dayton and talked with Spaur and Bychert.

He identified himself as "Mr. Quintanilla." "I was a little ticked off at him}f

Spaur tgld me, "Maybe.he was trying.to be easygoing, but he didn't talk for more.
thaﬁ.a couple of minutes, and he s;arted with, 1Tell me #bout this mirage you saw.'
When I started to tell him about what we chased, he asked, tDid you have it in
view for more than a few minutes?! I told him Barney and I had pursued it across
several counties out of the state, for over a ﬁalf hour. Then he kind of lost
interest an@ the.next.questioq he asked was, 'Who has‘thq pictures?. I want

possession of ‘the pictures,“ or 'We want posseésion of the pictures,! or something.

1 t01d him Gerry Buchert was here, and he asked to talk to him. That's all he

asked me, Hell, I talked longer with that colonel Sunday morning, and he didn't
. : : f

‘or . '
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At the police station in Mantua, Chief Buchert told me Major Quintanilla

. -~
' -

had'aékéd.him to mail the negatives to Wright-Patterson, but that it was all right

to give. the prints to the press. At this time his office was besieged with

newspaper and television reporiers who wanted copies, He had only three that
vere made early yesterday morning, in the sheriff's darkroom, and was persuaded -
)

to make a few more for the news people before mailing the negative to Dayton.

He conceded to letting me have contact copies made. Contact prints are of some

help, in showing an object!s angular .size, compared to the camera's view angle

in the pictufe frame,
When.I looked at Chief Buchert's negative, I realized that the picture offered

little corroboration. There were two light arcs on the film, representing a dark

‘photographic subject. But the arcs were ;ighter than the background on the film,

which had recorded so little light that dark morning that not even frame boundaries

~ were visible near the "UFO images." The "images" could not be due to exposure to

light, nor to a dark pair of objects in lighter.surroundings. They must have

- resulted from some processing accident, either mechanical or chemical. I was

sure tne film had been handled carefully, but even a momentary folding of the
. . : . i | .

]
v

film could have caused this effect, probably "cinch marks »

So the pictures were no good as evidence. This was not réally too much of

.
t
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a sﬁrprise; Buchert had been 18 mileos away from what Spaur and Neff first roportoci,
and ’;.ho angular size of a 4O foot object at that distance would have been about one

minute, a sixtieth of a degree, for Buchert. From where he stood in Mantua, the

" UFO woql& have been about one thousandth the apparent size of the moon. On Buchert's

film, exposed through the lens of his Brownie Starmite camera, the image would have

i

be‘en less than 7/10,000 of an inch across.

Nevértheless, Chief Buchert had had the presence of mind to try to make a

photograph, even including ground objects in the scene through the viewfinder.

I thanked him for his cooperation, and had contact prints made anyway, just for

the record.
.Dgring the veek I soug'ht‘ out more witne’sse:;. Neff remained. unavailable
until 10 .days after his sighting wit.h Spaur., One of the I"ortage County deput'ies
said he had seen the UFO- just beg‘ore Spaur 1;epo'rted 'it, but wished his name to
be kept confidential. The testimony of officers Way'ne Huston and ‘Hank‘P.anzanella .

strongly corroborated that of Spaur and Neff, Huston's seémed crucial. He had

. seen the UFO flying from the northwest, go overhead, and continue to the southeast,

and had chased it quite-a distance with the deputies.
. . ]

?
H

Spaur and I talked several times more. His story did not vary., He was
emphatic about seeing the threes objects -- 't}ie UFO, - the moon, and Venus (which

L

-
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. he repeatedly described as "that onc bright spot to the right of the moon") -=

at énd near the end of the chase, -

Spaur?s éense of humor seemed to help him pﬁt his experience, and the ribbing
he got about it, in a healthy perspective. During one of our interviews, I called
his attention to the way he would tell his whole story in minute deté.il, seldom

)

generalizing or summing up any part of his observations. "Weil, I gbess it's because

.I don't know what that thing was, or could even say what it's like," he explained.

"Now, ;if I'd seen a particular car or airplane that I was familiar with, I could
say, 'There goes a 1963 Ford,! or 'I saw a B=52 bombe'r,' or something., But this
thing, I couldn't call it anything that would tell yt;u what it was like. If I had
to call it afxy-t.hing s well, since I saw it first, I'11 call it by xv.middle name,
'Floyd.' That's it. We chased Floyd!" That!s what he called the UFO frequently,
and the name caught on among the deputies.

On April 19 a reporter for the Ravenna Record-Courier, Carol Clapp, called
Major Quinta.n:’_Llla to se; if .he had made an evaluation yet.. He' saic;i he was waiting

to get Chief Buchert's film in the mail. Would he come to Portage County to

interview the deputies in person? No, because "it would bé impossiﬁle to recreate

the scene," he told Mrs. Clapp. Late in the week, the major called Spaur again

to ask if he had seen the UFO for more than a few minutes. He had asked this |
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'had initially observed an Echo satellite going from northwest to southeast, then
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before, but wanted to be sure Spaur was certain on that point. Spaur assured

him he was., The major thanked him and hung up.

*

Op Friday, April 22, Major Quintanilia. called ASperiff Dustman to announce his

- evaluation. The sheriff “laughed out loud," when the major told him the deputies'

\

had seen Venus in the southeast ar?d had chased it into Pennsylvania, thinking it
moved around in the sky as their rehiive direction on the road changed. Buchert's
pictures were processing defects. The major had checked all the aerial activitj
on the xfxornirig of the 17th, he said, and the UFO could have been nothing else.

On Saturday, when the news story appeared, I 'int;erviewed Spaur 'i‘or his reaction.
He stated the following: "After hearing the A:u' f‘orce release, well, it!s ,. I
dor.th’ kﬂow how much investigation they made but evidently i@ wasn't a very
lengthy ‘one .or ijt didn't involve me. Firs:t of ﬁl I don't think we have a s.ate]lite
that can go this low. & .'. e I'm definitely sure thatt I wasn't 'chas:’mg Venus or
observing Venus and running wildly over the countryside; I'm m'atlcjuite that bad
off, I dgn't think for a minute in my own mind since I think about what happened

that morning that I would have gambled my life, my partner's life or any innocent

4

person on the highway. . . . Also the same object that I observed and that Wayme

Huston observed that another officer in Conway Pennsylvania could observe the same
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thing still ‘traveling from the west to the east and to the left of the moon --

. and which as I understand it, Venus was to the right of the moon, I don't know

anything about astronomy but I'm positive of what I was chasing, and 1 also don't

agree it was Venus, I was é nonbeliever before this and never had any thought in

my mind that the Air Force couldn't explain every one of 'Ehose things. I believe

in wha:t. I saw and nothing short'; of heaven or hell is going to change my mind," ;
No -one familiar with the details of the UFO sighting took Blue -Book's

analysis seriodsly. But the effect of its conclusion was to make pgople take

the deputies! report less seriously. Their sighting had become a joke. Sp}a.ur

and_Neff became the object of "well meaning" ridicule. Spaur wondered about the

effect his ﬁestimony in court about seeing a certain license number on a speeding

car might have, if a defense lawyer commented, "Aren't you the fellow who chased

Venus into Pennsylvania?" His phone became tied up day and night. He got an
unlisted number, but tlfxat only helped a short while, E\;entually he had h:'i.s phone
removed, but letters still came to h.im at the station, fxfc'am all over the coun;bzy,
even from abroad. vBlue. Book's statgment. to the press had made no mention of
Neff, Huston, or Panzanella.' Spau.r fel*p very mﬁch alone.

|

I wag somewhat irritated myself at Major Qnint;nilla's co'nclusio:n. I had spent °

several days several days interviewing witnesses, and while I had no idea of what

had been chased, was certain that a few minutest interrogatic;n of just one of the
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four chief witnesses could not be a good basis for concl?d@g "satellite -- Venus."
Mrs. Clapp, at the'Recbﬁ-Courier, told me that Congressman William Stanton, .

~of Ohio's~ 11th District v.:he'rein Portage County is loca;ted, was going to be in_'ter-

-f:iewed;in a few days by a teievision reporter, and decided he. ;l;ould mow the

i.‘awﬂt.s.~ 4 prepa}red a long letter in the form of a rebuttal to the Air Force s

evaluation , pointing out thét :Lt had had. an "adverse reflection" on the inte'grity}?‘

of t}?c ?fficer_s R .an_d of~ thev sheriffls depar‘tmen:b i;l his district. I noted the

many observational details of the object, and the corroboration from the other

office.rs. ~The letter was mailed .Apr:i.l 2. . .

Congressman Sianton forwarded the letter to the 'Air' Force and asked for an
explgmtion. A few days later, Portage County Common Pleas Court J\.J.dge Robert E, Cook
wrote to the congressman with a strong criticism of Blue 'Book's action, and a request
for an o_n-t,he-spot investigation by someone from that office. ™Their conclusion
that t:he object sighted was the plangt Venus is so ridiculous @at the Un.ited
States Air Fo.rce'ha's suﬁ‘er&d a great loss of prestige in thj.s' coMity. o o o
I pe;rsonally know the tﬁme. c;vfi‘icers involved. 'I;hey are men of in'!;ogri‘by and I

. feel it is grossly unfair to thém for the Air Force to reach any conclusion in
tris matter until it has conducted an og-the-spot ”i.ljxvestigatign and re-evaluated e

v
[

its findings after such a visit."
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+ Air Force Cowmanding General, along with a copy of a report of the investigation '

,,31‘, -

Mrs. Clapp reported Mr. Stanton!s reply in the Record-Courier on May be

uStanton said that the letter 'made an excellent point.-- not only has the

. Air Force failed in its résponsibiliﬁy in thoroughly investigating this incident, '

but in addition we have not heard, as of today, from the commanding general of

the Air Force.t! Stanton referred to a letter he forwarded last week to the

m;de-up to that time by the.National Iévestigations Committee on Aerigl Phenomena
(NICAP). tI'ma firm.believer.that if there is something the Air Fo;cebwants to
hide, they are making a big mistake. ; . « . Once people entrusted with the public
welfare no longer think'the'peoplé can handle the truth, then the people, in turn,
will no lénger trust the govefnment;' S?aﬁxon pointed out.

Juége Cook commented on Stanton's reply: "I am sure he wili.continne‘to

follow up on his demands on the Air Force for an on-the-spot investigation. I

‘am sure such an investigation wiil vindicate the statements made by Portage County

police officers."
_'ln the meantime, I had been trying to dig:up more information on the
sighting from other witnesses or those who had heard the radio reports,
' :

Schley and I worked together quite a bit toward the ‘end of April. We both had

a second interview with East Palestine Patrolman Wayne Huston, and found him

to be rather bothered by the "satellite -- Venus" conclusion. He was sure he

t
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had not chased a planet, but the newspaper and some public officials in his
communit;jr had not felt it. w'as‘proper jfor him to ;l.eave the area @pro‘bected to
assist another officer in purs.ui'b of an object of doubtf.ul' reality. As Was ’ohé
case with Spaur, Huston was being harassed with phone calls and letters and
incessant jokes.. Schloy. apd I were hard put to keep i"rom'sympathizing with him,
We simply harassed him a little more, for a signed account of h:i.s obsemtipn, )
and left,

On April 27 and 28 I visit;d several state police, sherifft's office, and
city polic; radio stations in eastern Ohio, to .see 11‘ their operators had
anything \;,o offer. I got the following intriguing report at the Salem, Chio
police station, from officers Ray. Esterly, L?nnie Joﬁnaon, Lt. Richard Whinnery,
and radio operator Jack Cramer, who k;ad all heard thé radio traffic on the 17th.-
Here ’ also, I interviewed Deputy Sheriff Dave Brothers » who had not Aonly listened |
to the traffic burjg had ta;lkec.;l with Spaur, Neff and Huston on the return trip.

| Abéut 5:20 on the morning of April 17, officers Esteriy and Johnson decided
to go :ﬁo a hill near Salem and watch for the UFO, as they expected it to come
through that town on Rox;te 1A, To their .;u;z'pri;se s they s;.w inste#d a UFO in the

|
east. At first they did not notice the object, but saw a jet plane flying from

north to south almost due east, ‘and (as they estimated) about 10 .miles' away from
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the first jet, two more arcing in to follow it. Then they saw a bright dot of
light in front of the first jet, about a mile away. At this time Spaur and Neff

were passing through Columbiana County, near the Firestone Farms, in the same

~ direction from Johnson and Esterly as the object they watched. The Salem

officers reported their observation to Jack Cramer. Just after this, Cramer

and Lt. Whinnery heard a strange voice on their radio, with no announcement or

; identification: "It looks like a ball of fire., I'm going down for a closer look."

There w.as & short »pause ; t;h'ex"x, excitedly: "I'm right above it! . it's about L5 feet
across, and it.'s tra.iliné sofnething."i That ﬁé ?he last tt;at was h.eard from the
"vo.ic:.‘e." o ’ : ) ' ._ .

I aske;i Cramer what he t.hou.ght this was all about. "}Jell, it's pretty obvious, '
isnt't it? he said. '“I mean, that was o‘ne of the plﬁaj.r‘les. that was 'follouing that
thing those I"ortage' County deputies were chasing,“

The report interested me because the jets would have been coming from the

direction of Youngstown, a few mimutes after Deputy Robert Wilson requested that .

interceptors be sent up. A radio report the next morning said séme had, and that

one of the pilots had heard a buzzing noise in his cockpit when he approached the

It is also interesting, but in a rather vague way, that at the same time this

was happening in Salem, Deputy W’ilgon noted that Spaur's voice sounded strangely

L3
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garbled and high pitched, ﬁs though his transmission was being interfered with.

Radio operator Wilson said he thought it might have been due to Spaur's getting

excited; I thought of “EM effect.® UFOs sometimes cause electromagnetic effects
on radios and other electrical systems, Could this one have affected Spaur's .
transmission and that of the jet plane!s transmitter? Both units work by frequency

Y

modulation; the jet's at sev'eraivhundred megacycles. An overloaded frequency

multiplier circuit in the jet's transmitter, when it was close to the UFO,

"might have caused transmission at a lower frequency, .such as that used by the

Chio police (39.58 me). But this is just speculation. The main point of interest
. ) _

in the.Salem police report is that jet planes were observed, apparently in pursuit

of the UFO. .

Députy Brothers, .vrl'@om Cramer callec'i in, had a somewhat mig@t note to add -
to his testinpny. As he left the station, I asked him ,t.q get in' touch with me
if he heard anything more about the April 17 sighting. WThe way they make you .sfqund, .
you'lre better off not to," he said.  "What do you mean?" I asked.' "The .way they
make a fool of you, .yout're .bette'r of‘i‘ not to." I aslfed again what he meant,
"Who 'makes a fool of you?f' "Well, the things like they come up with, this

‘chasing Venusa" I think that's ridiculous, for cryin' out -- thez} ought to .

Just say they don't know, and be done with it. But I don't know whether they know."

I gathered he was referring to Project Blue Book, but offered no comment.

T -
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THE HEARING
Congressman William Stanton finally éoncludéd, after neafly two weeks, that

he was not going to get a written reply from the Air Force , 80 he visited the

- Pentagon and talked with Lt. Col. John Spaulding, Chief of the Communi ty Rélati.ons

Divisio;'x, USAF, which has handled inquiries about UFO reports in the past. the
coiqnel admitted that Project Blue Book had made an "exlrpr" in not sending someone.
to Portage County, and promised that this would be done within a week.
On May 9, Deputy Spaur .cailed to 'tell me Major Quintgnilla was coming to

Ravenna the next day, to interview him,

.I phoned Huston and Pax_xzane].'l.a immediately. Had any QSAF 'representa:tives
gotten testimony from them yet? No. Could t;hey get to Ra.venna. \tm.norrow afternoon
and back up Spaur'!s testimony? No. Panzanella was .on dt;.ty at that tim.e. Huston,

no ionger with the police force, was working fuil time and could not leave hn:.s Jobe

. Spaur was worried that Major Quintanilla expected to interview only him, and

not take corroborating testimony. He asked me to tape the 'session.. I was ready

with my recorder. ¥hile he had some ;trepidations about the meeting, he was glad

to be able to confront the major directly and-g’ive his full story. For three weeks
. , 1

he had been worn down by Jokes and questions about his experience, and he felt the .

Alr Force's failure to ackn‘owledge the reality of the object he'd chased had not
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helped the sitvation.

Major Quintanilla showed surprise, and a little norvbusneeé,'uhen he met us

in the sheriff's office. "I didn't expect all these people. I thought I'd just

“talk to officer Spaur.® With Spaur were Sheriff Dﬁstman, reporters Carol Clapp

and Tom §ch1ey, myself, and another NICAP inwgstigator from Alliance, David Webb.
We all crowded into a small elevato? and went to. the secoﬁd floor of the Court
House, and entered one of the offices. Shortly after we arrived, Deputies Wilson
and Neff came in. The major gévp his permission to reéord the imterview; I turned
on the machine, with a two-hour tape.

The major began: “I'm no{ here to conduct an inquisition. I just want you
men to tgll me-in_your own words what you saw. First I'd like you to fill out

these forms." He passed out copies of the Air Force's UFO reporting form for

witnesses, and Spaur and Neff began filling them out.
Spaur came to a question that amused him. "Here's a good question -- excuse'me,

sir -- 'We wish to know the angular size. Hold a match stick at arm's length in’

line with a lnown object, and note how much the object is covered by the head of

the match.' It'd take a hell of a boxcar load of matches to cover that thing up.
. . .. ‘ ]

This is at the time we saw it?" “Mm hmm," the major replied. "You're not gonna

believe it," Spaur said. "?ﬁt it down the way'you experienced it," the major

replied. "Don't, uh -- " "The head of a match," Spaur said incredulously. " WThis

1
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thing was like a thrse bedroom ranch home at the'time.right then." “+he ma jor

made- no reply, but let the men continue filling out the forms. They offered a

few more comments before they finished, adding details. Then the major asked .

Webb and me to leave the room, probably so as not to interfere with his oral

interview with the deputies. "They can tell you all they know afterwards," he said.

' L}

Reporters Clapp and Schley had left a bit earlier on their own initiative,
thinking their presence might confuse the interview. ‘We all sat in the hall
outside the hearing room until the end, keeping our fingers crossed that the

tape recorder had not been turned off., A few times there were shouts and bursts

~ of laughter from inside the office, but it was hard to tell what was being said.

The laughter was especially perplexing.
When the four of us went back into the room, the officers looked baffled.
I glanced over at the recorder -- it was still running. I asked Spaur if the

major had finally agreed with him, and was astonished to learn that he still

| ~claimed the men had first seen an artificial satellite, then ¢hésed'a£ter Venus ~=

not only that, but he had tried to persuade them! I decided to ask the major some

: pertinent questions.

I
WHas anyone from your office interviewed Huston or Panzanella?" I asked first, °

“"Who are they? he roplied.' I told him; he wrote down their names and said he would

send someone to talk with them. I asked about the report of a jet piloi getting
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clos; enough to ;he objeét to describe it over the radio. ."Who was the pilot?".
the major asked. "I thought you could tell me that," I said. "No jets were
scrambled," he said. I told him séveral police officers had seen jets chasing

the object or had heard repprts?of this being done, during the chase. "Where were
the jets from?" he ;sked. ®I thought maybe>you.would have some information about
thai," I feplied. "No jets were scrambled," he repeated.

The'cgunty soliciton~brought'in some we}come cups of coffeg and passed .them
out. The atmosphere becamalalmost,csnvivial, the ten of us talking at once, But
ﬁhére was a lot of tension evident. I continued my'questions; How.did Major
Quintanilla account for £hg maneuvers of the UFO?

"He had atmospheric noise, visual noise. This is the reason I carry binoculars
with m; at all times." I didn't see any binoculars, but knew what he meant.
Fluctuations of air density in the lower and upper atmospﬁere had distortgd the

image and apparent position of the satellite or Venus, causing it to appear to

"jump about. I tried to point out that the object had been seen in just about every

direction of the compass, and had been seen on the other side of.the moon from

Venus, near'the end of the sighting. “How about the fact that it was seeh to the

. ‘,/ .. ) ’.
north, when they were driving east, and it seemed due south, when they were

"driving --" "They were changing dirsctions," the major interrupted. "Yes, but

they saw this to the north when they were going east; it was to their left. And

13
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“then when théy were going south, it was ahead of them," "You have to get on the

‘road," the major replied, “and I'm checking on the road, and this thing would have

§een té the 3353?"

I had driven the route several times, and now I realized that Major Quintaﬁilla '
was thinking about the early news reports, which had shouﬁ the dgputies headed
down h"<>ut,e A, That road does'go southeast, at least until it reaches Salem.
If they had been headed in that direction, Venus might indeed have been seen
slightly to the left of their direction of travel. At this poi;t, however, 1
was getting a bit. confused, and believed the najor to be claiming the men had

been chasing a satellite down Route 1llA. As a matter of fact, the more I discussed .

this with the major, the more I became confused over whether it was he or I that

" was confused. Fortunately, the tape recorder was running.

I knew the major was attributing the gross changes. in direction of the UFO
to changes in the road direction as well as to “"atmospheric noise." I pointed
out that at Canfield, the men had changed their travel in-a right angle, from

east to south, and that the object had moved around more than could be accounted

‘for by changes of road direction. This is more or less what I had been saying

"This road had a right angle bend at Canfield," I said, "and they were going

east; and the object was seen to the north -- following along_side the ‘road. And



then when they headed south, the object was ahead of them, to the south, ir
you're aimed south, and something's in front, then it's to the south ; and if youlre .

aimed east, and something's to the left, then it's north,"

: t:(.).f;‘cdur.se ," said Athe .major. Now I thought I could ma.kq my poit;l‘b.
"Then how could a satellite have been seen following thex;x along the road
to the .north , and then wh'en they turned and went south ~-" The méjor interrupted
to point out that a satellite could not be seen for more .t;han ten minutes, and
this object was ,. he saia (incorrectly,). in view for an hour and thirty five minptes.
f‘HSw couid that have been a sateilit?, then? I noticed that the room had
grown quieter; our discu'ssio.n,was gaining attention. .But the maJor was near the
end of his patience. "I didn't say that was a satellite, did I? I said his first
;)bservatién, that caused his attentiqn; but I don't want to get into a squabble,"
' "ﬁell - look ~"
uNo! | Goc?d‘ afternoon!®
;'Z.{ou"re not going to examine thg data? I plunged a.héad.
. . ‘"Itve examined the data," the major said frostily. .
- "Did you examine thc'a‘ data that ?lt moved rehtije to the -

" wLook, young fella, I'm finished with youl"

I couldn't stop. “Does Venus move relative to the moon?"
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"Well, this thing gid.“
"O.f course, because Venus is on the ecliptic just the same aﬁ the moon is
and just the same as Jupiter.® The logic of this answer escaped me,
| "Did they tell you that 'Venus,! that tihia objoct, rose at.the left of the
moon, that it was below it, it r.ose -t
"Yes, it rose gp and down, and to the left and to the right."
"And thatls Venus,."
"Yos
. ,"When they were standing still?®
“Son, if you don't know anything abouf; atmospheric conditions, I'm sorry.."

4+ could only make a half-hearted attempt at sarcasm: "“Well, Major Quintanilla,

if you don't know anything about language, I'm very sorry ~- this is most remarkable!®

But he had left the room.

David Webb questioned Spaur., "Did you tell him you saw the moon, and what you

_thought was Venus, and also the object at the same time? What did he say to this?"

Spaur answered sardonically, "He said I didn't see it, He said I had a misconception

' . !
of a csnventional aircraft, and hallucination of astronomical phenomena, or something.:

I don't know, it hurts a lot -~ * And the room exploded in laughter, relieving the

tension.,



(\\~ ’ Several pe;)ple from £he radio and newspapers tried t.o. gﬁt statemonts from
Major Quintanilla and me,_thai? afternoon. Tthe major had nothing ;c,o say, and I
declined extensive commgit until I could hear the gntire tapg recording. I did

: §uggest, and. now believe, mé.t ngor Quintanilla ha;d come to Po‘z'tage‘ Ooun';y
with his conclusion ready, and only iiste?ned ps')li';tely, whi.'ch on the whole he did,
to testimony. At mo time while he was interviewing the men did anyone see him .
taking notes. The next day Chief Puchert told me he had ‘peen visited by the major
after #he hearing. He t;ried. to convince the chief he had seen Venus, asking very
few questions. It may be indeed 't;ha:f, ﬁucherb did see Ven.u.s, but the major seemed
to think this planet.accountcd for everything that happened the morning of Apfil 17.
Buchert did.not want to talk about; the incident any more; he could no.t handle the .
;oelaphone calls and curiosity seékers.

‘I‘he. deputieé and Sheriff Dustmap were fed ﬁp s and made no bones about their
disco&agemnt. "It!'s too bad wheﬁ these things are running around thropgh our
skies ahd the Air Force doesn't know what they are," Dustman sa.i‘d in an interview
to Carol Clapp. His private rémks ;were moxe ca.ustici.

Spaur's attitude was uncommonly generous. "I respect the man as an officer,"

. : S :

he said about Major Quintanilla. "He had a job to do, and he did it. ' I don't

blame.him for that. But I know damn well I wasn't chasing Venusi{® Spaur would not
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9labora;te~on what he thought it was Major Quintanilla's job to do, but it was
clear he thought it had something to do with denying UFO reports. Perhaps this
is the ﬁay one should interpret a later remark by the.ﬁajof to Carol'Clapp:
. WMy most unpleasant task is to éell people they didn't see what they thought
_ they saﬁ.“
On‘the evening following the interview in the Court House, I listened to
the tape recording of that part"of the hearing from'uhich i had been absen?i
I Qiscéfégéd that the major had received testimony three times that Venus was
seen in‘addi£ion.to the object, on the oth;r side of the moon. Neff had empga-
sized that he and Spaur ﬁad been aware of the difference between real and apparené
changes of direction of the UFO. "“We went into Canfield,: it had come across the.
front of the road, and we turned off to the right. And it was over to the right
of us then, and that thre? it back over to the left hand §ide of the crui;er..
And it seemed like it jgst went off the foad and quit; when we were goiﬁg a
little bit south, it turned and came right backvwi’oh us. South.®
Once Major Quintanilla seemed to bq.tryipg'to get Spaur to describe a
satellite observation, at the beginning of the sighting. Spaur had been describing-
~ the movement of the object after they got.intO'the;r cruiser. He used th? terq,

uset," instead of “"sat." "So we both went for the car, we got in the car, and we

set there, I wouldn'y even venture if it was ten seconds, thirty seconds, three
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minutes. « . . I had some things to say, but I didn't. And it just set there,

| right ‘out east of us , right straight sprung out in the center; I mean, it was

low, and it was big, and great God Almighty, it was -- " “0.K,, Dale;“ the major

‘interrupted. "When it came up to the top, to where it set in the east -- didn't

you say, it was going east and setting -~ how long did that take?® The major
stressed the words. Spaur seemed to catch the implication,

It just moved right up and stopped; it didn't go any distance 3 it wasn't

| a hundred, two hundred fifty feet in front of the car. And everything was lit up, B

it was real bright, and it was low, and at this time if I'd have had to describe

it, I'd have said it just looks like a, a, hell, it was big as a house! This

. thing was, uh, it was no toy; this thing is, I mean, you don't look up and say,

a guy holds up and says, ! F"r.om this pin, how much would you say it was covered?!
This thing is .'big enough to eover the road! Tﬁis is 224 from berm 'to berm, this
thiné would -have coveredl" ' _ o
Spaur told me later he was ~feeling rather frustrated at times during the
interview. He belie;red Fajor,QuixxtanilJ:a was .gccusitng him, indimctl!.y, .of
having lost his wits aftef seeing an artificial satellite. At o;e point Spaur

brought this to a head. The ma.jor had just finishe_d giving a brief lecture on

optical i1lusions and astronomy to the deimties , trying to persuade .them thej

t
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had seen a satellite and Venus. Spaur continued his testiinony. *0,X., granted,

you have this. Now -- t;hisi thing is this large; this big and this low; and these

- people watched this thing over in the Mygadore area; they report it, and I

follow it , and I have Baxfney with me, we're going down the road; sol you're gonna
discount, well, there's two nuts; we're running Venus. Now, Vemus == "

This sg:én:ed to irritate the major. "Now, wait a minute -- % Byt Spa;ur voulc-li
not be stopped. "Well, wait a m:im#te , let me speak -- ". V“You use‘d the wrong
wo'rd," the major said. Their voices raised in competition, "'0.'1(.,". Spaur
began, "well —-* "Ifm an office'r ir; the Upited States Air Force -= % "i’iight,
you definitely arel® Spaur I;ejoined ~= "and I don't call anybody a nut{"

’

*No, 0.K., then," Spaur said, "I have hallucinations then! But this is, what

"~ Itve been saying,-- " The major interrupted again: "I didn't sé.'y you were having

hallucinations. Spaur tried not to listen. "What I'm trying to say is this:

“/

".[.'m. going down the road; now this thing, that I am ;‘ollowing -- " "And t'r\?at ne
with £hé same respect .that I treat you," Major Quintanilla added.
Spaur thought quickly of what.hirs life had been like the pgst three weeks. = .,
Y will, sir, I am; I'll treat you with more respeét ﬁhan I've been tzfeated the
. . ¥

last twenty days!"

"I'm not calling you a nut; I'm not saying you had hallucinations!" The major

was empha;tic. WAll right," Spaur said, tired of thq diversion. "“Apyway, this thing .



Qe

‘passes ovSr another poliée car. He -watches it go by, he'g spotted it now.

This is two cars, that's fixed on Venus. So we're going QOwn the roaé. And -
we get into-Conway, Pennsylvania, and: this thihg passes over the.zhggg car,
that's sitting thers. Not e&en én the same frequency, i never met, seen, spoke
to before nor after this, another officer. He's uatching the same fhiﬂg as it |
goes over top of him, going yoﬁards Pittsburgh,lgé we comé screaming in. Now:

we watched it, four men, standing right there, four officers, Probably, you

say éﬁfthing you want, we stood right there, watched.it, watched the plane go
' underne;th of it, and.wgtched it ﬁake a.vertical climb straight up, and this, sir,
my kn§wledge is God's tfuth. The only thing léft té even look'at, after we went
- to the station and called the guy, was the one bright sééﬁ that v#s there, ;.;~
right straight off that moon." |

“That was the mother ship,Q Wilson Faid j;kingly.

"The other ship?" | ‘. ; | _ | '

."The mother ship!" Wilson fepeated.

"OH,“ said Spaur wearily. ®"The mother ship. -You guys are gonna have me
cohviﬁced pretty soon --~ Aw, give me a tranquilizer and some coffeel"

- . : !

Tha£ interchange had been the s&urfée'of.one of the outbursts o£ shouts and |

1augﬁter I had heard earlier. The whole tape seemed to follow this general

L}
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ﬁattern; Thg‘officerg would give some testimony, Major Quintanilla would twn
it aside og ;e§§terpret it; and a joke wou;a be made. 'It was gmuéing but, at
the samé fime, appalling.

' ‘Congressman Stanton's attempt to redeem the situation had obviously gone
awTy. Judge Cook told Carol Clapp he was.writing again to Mr. Stanton: "Let's
§§ll:the American people the truth about UFOs == when the Air Force cannot
identify object sighte@ in the skies by competent observérs, the& should admit it. « «
People are not swallowing tbis explanation about Venus. « « « There is no reason
why, if the object cannoi actually bé identifiea, the Air Force.should try and
explain away each sighting other than to say it just do;sn}t knﬁw what the observer
saw. There's no need to come up with an explangtion Just to havé an oxplanatiop,
ridiculous thoughi it may bé.“

Sganton reacted by writing to Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, urging

‘that "serious consideration" be given to the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board!s

recommendation, which appeéred in Feburary last year, to expand UFO inxestigativé
efforts. - Judge Cook again'criticized the Blue Book investigation, aﬁd lauded

Stanton's continued concern. %This is still a ridiculous conclusion -~ Blue Book

, . , 1
should be modified to not go to this degree in attempting to explain a’sighting."

'
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,THE.RE-RE-EVALUATION

I was a bit stunned at the.turn.of events on Mayilo. I had been hopeful that
~ a re-evaluation would come out gn favor of the office¥s. But I had little
appfeciation before then of the immovable object that.was Project Blue Book.

As this became evident, I toqk it upon myself to play the role of ir?esistable
fbrce,‘and see if I could solve the age-old riddle of what happens when oge méets;‘
" the other. The "force," naturally, could be only‘that of reason; on any other
grounds, or in the air, thé?e would be no contest. I was to see my true role

to deteriorate to ineffective optimigt, but in early May the issue seemed clearcut
and ;apableiof being settled., The facts pointed éo one conélusion:- the "officers
4had seen a flying object that c;uid not be identified by'conveﬁtioné% means, - If
anything deserved the term "UFO," this ;hing éid. Eﬁjor Quintaniilg:apparenxly
bglieved the contrary. All I had to do was to show him the ligﬁt of reé;on;

Fyrst I wrote to Congressman'Stanﬁon to inform him ﬁis aim in bringing about
the hearng had been frustrated. Before getting into the sad aetails, I emphasized
that Major Quintanilla had been pqlite and cordial, and had expﬁgssed h;s regret
"~ that the o;ficers haq only chased:Vepus. He had reassured them that other people
' T

- had made similar mistakes. Regardless of my stroné disagreement with his conclusion,’

I wanted to make cleér that he had been "an officer and a gentleman," in the best

military tradition. I also pointed out that none of the testimony was explained by
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his explanation. To back up that claim, I included a tranécript I had typed
of the major portion of the hearing,'inbluding all the testimony, and sent also

an unedited copy of the tape recording from which the transcript was made.

Mr. Stanton forwarded this material to the Air Force. 'He received no comment

from ahyone.

On May 17, the same day I sent the.transcript to Congressman Stanton, I sent
Ma jor Qﬁintanilla a ¥our-page letter pointing out over a dozen points of testimony,
which ; quéﬁed, from the May 10 hearing, which did not £fit with his explanation,
I drew a picture of the relative positions of the moon, Venus, and the UFQ at the
end of the sighting, which was based on a similar sketch Spaur had made on a
phgtograph of'the Conway area I showed him. I pointed §ut the references t;.
this situation - the relative positions of the tpree objects -- in the testimony.

I also reminded him of the corroboration offered by'Patrolmen Huston and fanzanella.
The onlg'word I got from ﬁ;m for quite a while was a signed 6ertifie§ Mail receipt. |
I then tried to assemble ﬁhat material I héd, including dozens of hours of

tape recorded testimony, into a report for NICAP. -I had been télefhoning the
Washingﬁon office regularly to keep them posted; but.it ﬁas about tim; I put all

. . . » !
the material in writing. O, June 28 I sent a 126-page report which included

' transcripts of testimony from the major witnesses and officers involved in the

sighting, letters, signed statements, discussions, the chief newspaper clippings,
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} And other documents. Almost a}l the clippings were éhé voyk of Carol Clapp,
who had done an exemélary réporting Job. |

Ope point in partic&la? I tried to emphasize was fhatvI had no personal érudge
against Project Blue Book, although this agency came out on the Short end in the
reporte I was glad to be able to includ; a letter received about June 18, from
Congressman Stanton, which said; "I have been completely impressed by your positiv;
approach to the subject. It ig.this type of-co;structive éttitude that accomplishes
tgings ?afher than simply taking a destructive position in regard to the Air Force."
It had been, and still is, my position that ?riticisﬁ for its own sake is worthless.
Mine was always directed toward an.aécurate evaluation of the April 17 sighting.

; sent a copy of the report to Mr. Stanton, at the same iime aéking if he
could find out why I had‘npt.hearﬁ from Major Quintanilla.' I also wrote to Qolonel‘
Spaul§ing, asking that the April 17 case be re-éxamiﬁed. i summarized the situation
to dat;.

Op July 15 I moved ‘to Washington to work at the.NiCAé office for a few weeks,
Near the end of that month I receijed replies from Mr. Stanton and ﬁhjor.Quintanilla.
Hr. Stantoﬁ had heard from Colonel Dwight Covell, in the office of Legislative
Liason, USAF, that Majo; Quinpanilla wou;d be'writiég to me shpptly.' " The majorls'_ )

letter arrived in the same mail. it was an enigma.
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®Achieving a scientific and objec_tive explanation <;f all UFO reports is of
great importance to me," he wrote. "1; regret your feeli..ng that certain factors
of ft,he report .were disregarde’d.. There‘ was no attempt on my part to do. S0."
What a.pout the men seeing the "UFO come initially from the southwest, then from °
the south, over the road to the north, returning to ‘hover? They we're watching a:

satellite coming from the northwest. "As the satellite approached the southeast

portion of the sky, the satellite disappeared and then the observers focused on

‘the planet Venus." What about the men telling him'several times that Venus was

seen on the opposite side ofvt.he ;noon from the UFO? What about thé sketch I drew
for the m,jbr in my M;y 17 letter, shoﬂriné the ;t.hree pbjects? "I a.sk‘.you," he asked,
"why didn't any of the witnesses observe Venus which was definiteiy rising in the
southeast? Had such an observance been inade , new light wo;_xlgi have been shed on

the case.t | I couldn't help la.ughing"at' the major's pun. -

Again, "I ask .yo‘u why wasn't Venus -observed when the planet 'v:zas Qefinitely
there? ‘~‘«'itt}out a reference point, Venus would have appeared to ‘perform erratic
ma:me.uvers.“» Venus had been only 9° » ‘less than a handbreadth at a.rru's~ length, from -
the moon that morning..

Finally, the majox;'s concluding argument: "On ho account did any.' information .

in the Ravenna sighting prove to me that an extraterrestrial vehicle was observed,
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I would have to have .concrete evidenge that acﬁuﬁl spacesﬁips are.manéuvg:ing
about our planet at will and';g#inst.all laws of spa;e flight ﬁechanics, to
believe their existence."

I §a§ for a long time ahd.reflected on the letter. nI agree with you, Majdr,"

’

I imagined myself saying to him, "“I agree 100% that none of the.testimony proves

A

the presence of a spaceship in Portage County on April 17. But === wbuld you

believe an unidentified flying object?™

In the NICAP office the nex; day, I drafted ; feply to the majort's letter. -
My afguments‘were logigal, incisive, and absolutely incontrovertible. I showed
the 3-page masterpiece to Richgrd Hall. "“No good," he said. "You've covered too
much ground. Now that you have that ridiculous comment about Vgnus to go on, just
send back a brief note pointiﬁg,out that Venus was reéorted separately from the
object."

I torerup the letter and decided that further corregpondence with Egjor
Quintanilla w;s hopeless. As far as the Venus-moon-UFO situation was concerned,

what more could one do than draw a picture?

. e

Instedd, I wrote a summary of the situation to date and sent it to General
. : . . L g
Cruikshank, Commander of the Foreign Technology Division at Wright-Patterson AFB;'

of which division Biue Book is a part. I asked if anything could be done "to

2¢ .



53

reédeem the situation.®. I expecﬁed to wait another week or two for any more
developments, and settled back down to the NICAP office routine of handling
incoming UFO reports. It was by no means dull work, but I couldn't get the Portage

County case off my mind,.

Two days later, Richard Hall got a promising phone call from Dr., James E,.

McDonald, Senior Physicist at the University of Arizona's Institute of Atmospheric

Physicsf Dr. MﬁDonald nad become curious lately as to Blue Book's method of
oper;tion; he felt not enough was‘béing done to investiéata UFQ reports by the
government. He want;d to tell Hal; about a ?eal wing-ding of gn argument he had
gotten into recently with Majbr Qu;ntanilla, during oﬁe of his visits, over the .
Portage County case. Dr. McDonaid kept citing Patrolm;n Huston's observations
as corroboration of the deputies' report. Finally the @ajor promised he wopld
change the conclusion from “satellite - Venus," if he got the support of his
§gpi£iof officer, Colone; Louis DeGoes, and Dr. J. Allen Hynekl I felt the "I®
;hen I recalled a statement the major had made two months before, that Dr. Hynek
passéd final judgmen% on all “astronoﬁical“ conclusions of Project Blue Book.
Major Quint%nilla's statement appeared in a series of.a;ticles’Carol Clapp wrote
in the Record-Courier, after she vi§ited Wright-féttafson AFB.- It!implied, of .

course, that Dr. Hynek nhad already.“approved“ this sighting.

Dr. McDonald encouraged me and Richard Hall to watch for a press release from



Blue Book any day now, reversing the conclusion tq "unknown,"
After several days with nothing forthcoming, I called Dp.. McDonald to check

on what he had told Hall, .le affirmed the promise of Major Quintanilla. I called

" .Colonel Freeman, USAF Chief of the Civil Branch, Community Relations Division, in |

the Pentagon. . He had lately taken over handling UFO inquiries. He said if such

A

a reversal had come through, it would be known by Colonel R..R. Hippler,'in the
pf;ipe_of Deputy Chief of Staff for ‘Research and Development.

I called Colonel Hippler. Be §uggested calling Major Quinténilla. Fortunately
the major was in'Washingion and I reached him in a few moments. He said the
Portage County case was completely out of his hand;, that the decision to re-re-
evaluate rested with Co}one; DeGoes.and Dr. Hynek, to whom the major had mailed
the UéAF case file and the NICAPVJune 28 report, at his Ontario vacation home.,-

.1 called Colonel DeGoes at‘Wright-PattersQn; He claimed he knew nothing of
any re-re-evaluation, and.¥eminded @s that Dr. Hynek was on vabatio?. I.told him
what the major ha& told me; and rev;ewed the.situation. He said he would look inéo :
it as soon'as the major returned to the base. )
I felt like I was on a merry-go-round, with the hoﬁes for a rétre-evaluation
: .. | b
about as big as a brass ring justvb?yond arm's length. '

I called Colonel Freeman aéain_to tell him what had transpired. He was a
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reaéonable man and p}easant to converse with. We got'to talking about what I
}found mos; frg§trating in Blué Boo#'s expianation of‘fhe April 17 sighting; namely, -
what wﬁs due to Major Quintaﬁilla's'"most unpleasant task" == the depu@ies being
. t.'dl‘d they hadn'y seenwhat they believed they had seén.

"It's as though your car had broken down onh a highway," I said to the colonel,
?an? you walked to a service station at some distance to’report the damage, and a\
mechanicvsaid'to you, *You must be mistaken. I don't see anything wrong.'
"Yeah," said Colonel Freeman. "Tha; rod sticking out of the top of the engine
doesn;t mean a thingi® He said he would cail as soon as he got ?ord of any
new action by Blue Book on the Portage County caée; |

The next day, August 6, a letter came from Colonel Florian A. Holm;luni
Commander of the Foreign fechnology'Division. He acknowledged receipt of my
'lepters and report to General Cruikshank and Colonel DeGoes, but said nothing
" definite. On.August 10 I visited Colonel Freeman's office at the Pentagop and
talked with his secretary,.Mis;s Sara Hunt. .Sh'e called Wright-Patterson, but i‘oux;d
ho';hange of con;lusion. The next day I went over to see Congressman Stanton at
the Capitol. This was the first time we had met in-persog, and we haa a good talk.

: : |
My, Siganton said he was still concerred over Blue Book's conclusion, but did -

not see what else could be done. I suggested a direct letter to Major Quintanilla.

He sa;d he would write one as soon as I could get him a summary of the way things
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stood to date. When I got back to the NICAP office, I started in on this, I

" thought I ought to call Project Blue Book and find out for myself what was going

on with the Portage County case, or what wasn't.
. Lt. Marley, the other staff officer (besides Major Quintanilla) answered.
e said he knew nothing of any projected change of conclusion; would- check with

Major Quintanilla when he goi'; in the next day.

I called again August 12. Lt. Marley said he had just talked with Colonel

DeGoes, who had discussed the case with Major Qdintanilla. Lt. Marley said they

’

had read the NICAP report, but were still standing firm, as he put'it. No change
of conclusion. Still "“satellite - Venus."

Was Dr. Hynek consulted, I wanted to know. Lt. Marley said he was still

‘on vacation in Ontario. In a r.ema.rkably calm tone of voice s I think, I ran through

the 'higtory of all the events up to this momeht, concerning the case, 'Ifhé lieutenant
saiél he was not very familiar wit.h Ethe case, but had heard i'.‘rom~ Major Q\}intanilla .
that the deputies! testimqmr was cc;ni‘used: ﬁhey héd reported the object in several
different directions. I encpigimd j'l;h:ts was because :;:.t had been in different
positions.

|

"'Lt. Marley said the major was sticking w:i.th_'t.h'é testimony he haé collected

the. first week after the sighting, frather than that obtained in Ravenna May 10,
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What did Colemel Spaulding moan, I 'aslced, in.telling Mr..Stanton the major's
 early 'imreatigation- had been in error, and why d'id t}xe mjor g0 to Ravenna at ala,
.1.t‘"i‘t were not to corrsoct the error? .l-low oould .tho Low ninutaa. of testimony
' got';t'.en the first weck after the signung stack u§ against what th§ major hn.d.
hoard in Ravenna, and taken as written reports? What about the testimony from
O;‘fi;ex;é Huston::and Wm7

Lt. Marley replédd tha_t. he was not familiar with the detalls of the case,
but was sure the major and Colonsl DeGoes were "standing firm.* .

We went on like th:l..s‘ for a wh':'.le ’ but notﬁing wa;: settled. I hung up
‘wondering Just what role Dr. Hynek was playing in.thia, why Maj.or Quin‘lf.anilh
had mentionod him at all during the lagt fow weoks.: |

On August 17, Dr. Hynekts 'views £inally reached the public. Carol Clapp
had interviewed him and foqnd he had read the NICAP roport, and disagreed with
Blue Book"a conclusion. To him, the crucial question was, “Hhat‘ did the' deputies
see rise over the treetopa?“‘ ) | |

On August 18, Congressman Stanton ‘wrota to Majox“ Qu.;l.ntanilla, asking for a
revim..w of his re-ra-evaluation.‘ %It coxrtainly seems mat aigniﬁcaxét t? me,* he

‘stated', Wthat the officers reported seeing Venus as well as the other object' ;

which they described as being as 2arzo as an airplane. « o "

et o i e ——aene




* THE RE~RE~RE-EVALUATION,

At about this time I got word on rocent dovelopmonts with Spour and Ruston,
The publicity of thoir expérioncoa had been too mch for f.h‘om_. Spaur had left
his job as Deputy Sheriff and was “}liding" in a lt;:no]y Oh:lto notol. Huston had
.lef.t_ the sta:%‘,e entirely and moved .out west, Cartai’nlyv their UFO aigﬁting was not
-th.a sole source of their problems; evorybody has problsms, but in their cases, the
problex_'ns' they already had wore underscored by their finding it hard to lsad a normal
life,

A cﬁange éf the Air Force'a. evalﬁation from “s;.temte-Venus':' to "unimoun®
would do little to rectify whatever problems the witnesses had at this point, but
it still seemed important, at least for the record, to have it aMhdged that
their behavior on that morning four months ago was 'ser;sibl_o: » and not the result of
irrespohsible s l;ystar:i.cal gtargaéim.

'.?[t‘::ir;s,clear that my being a me:nbaf:of NICAP m'é disadvantaga. :Bec'o.ése,
NICAP ho}.&s tﬁat "mctratpmstrial ¢.>rigin". is a roasonable t_xmthe’a:!.s that explains .
observations of huge, app#rently mneufrerin'g R metallio;-appeéring aerial objects,
and becsuse NIC.ZLP had, in the past, challenged the Air ,,Fo;c;'a evn]q.mtioi;a of
UFO sightings (somotimss bringing about.‘.a chango to "unlmown," as in the famous

Exoter, New Hampshire sighting of Soptembor 3, 1965, described ij John Fuller's
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Incidont at Exoter)) it was appsrently most ciifﬁoult for Bl‘uo..Bool'c Lo .agron.with,
NICAP that what might have lboon a i:pacobhip wao the objeot of the Ohio officers!
chase, Ther,e. seemed to bq other d%tricultieh » too, ;1n bringing about‘an evaluation
l'nox;a in lm with _testimony. Ons was Major Quintanilh's investigative' rule of th@b,
t.hat‘ p#ochded an "unknown' interpretation from ﬁw start, obsorvational reports to ,.
the contrary. Ag he put it on May 10, "I've checked all the activity that morning

(April 17), and no conventional flying objects were in the area. So it must have

" been an.astronomical object."' The officers! report of "activity" was irrelsvant.-

Another difficulty was less easy to put & finger on. For a long time, Blus Book
had had a reputation for poch-poohing UFO reports, almost as if a policy existed

against acknowledging them. Two weeks after Congreaamx; Stanton wrote to Major

Quix'r_t‘.’-anilia, soma light was thrown on this situation by the Saturday Review, which
publishefi'an ;rticle by John Lear about a "CIA d;c\msnt" on UFOs. A8 a result of
1;. meeting of 2 panel of s;ient-ista and .representativeé of the CIA, held in 1953
for the purpose of deciding how the Air Force should cont;l..n;ue to doal with UFO
reports, thiz document recommondad that’ the public be educated to shrug them off
as insignificant. "Ths 'dabpnl‘cing' ;aim.muld result in .reduc.tion in publ'io intereost
in *flying saucers! which tbday evokes a s*!;rong psycho]".ogical reaction. ¢« « ¢ Such

a program should tend to reduce the current gullibility of the public,® states a
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voréion of this report odit.éd, or "sanitized," by the CIA. But Blue Book had .
gone t.§o far with the debunking, whoge oatonaii:le purpoéo was to keep the USAF
~1r.x£<;mtion channels free from erroneous UFO r.eport.'a. Many were po‘b erroneocus,
"Fl'oyd" seened :;eal enfmgh;

Ix; éepte'mber, I moved back to Bradford to continue teaching, but kept 1n. | '
tou;h w:i_.th the Portage County situation. Two lf:ttera to 00101191 ‘Holm, FID
Gommander at Wright-Patterson, went uﬁanswer;d. Then on October L, a letter came Srem
Congressman Stanton. He encl;:sad a letter he had gotten from the Air Force.

C I was incr'edible.. '

Colonel Hayden Mims, in the .USAF COngressioml Inquiry Div:ision, Office of
'Legis.';.ative Liason, had replied for Major Quintanilla to Mr. Stanton's August 18
inquiry. Colonél Mim's letter éntimly nmisrepresented the April 17 éight?ng.reporfu
It read more like a rumor th;m ; report. Siill ."eatallite - Venus,"” of course,

My initial reﬁqtion on reading the letter was a dull discouragement, - What
was the uso of all this? I would write a letter, Mr. Stanton wou.:Ld write a letter,
some Air Force officer would write a létter, phone calls would be made , weeks would .
go by and then, with soms small variation in sequence ,' the gams would be 'repeatad.
Blué Boc;l;'s general approach .fo.llowed the motto, "My mind is made up; don't confuse
me with facts." Clearly, i: Blue Book wanted to say someone's; UFO gight:‘.ng were

due to an, overdose of tomato Juice, it could suy so without foar of contradiction.



The "immovable pbject" had better ways to spend its timeo .than answor silly letters
nbo.ut i‘lying 8aucors. Di.dn.'t I have botter ways to ;pehd mine than to write them?

. NIQP had bqen-diffofing ,f&r years with thq Air Force about its conclusions to
._l'particula:r UFO sightings. What had it gotten NICAP? A reputation for arguing with
'the'Ai‘r' Force. h‘ha.';'. was this disagreement of mins getting me? I- couldn't think o{
-NICA.P's sﬁécesses, only my failure. What ‘:Lt waa getting me was a minor roie in a
poinfc.less meloc;rama. "Will the damﬂeqa NICAP agent struggle through f.he marsh of
red tape and hold Truth high, shining for all to sea?™ Phewl Who'd want to tune in
‘tommﬁ to _tix_a_t._?

* I naturally ;c,hought of 'varidus comments people had mde about my challenging
Blue Book's conclusion, A well known scientist interested in UFO phenomena had
. tried. to discourage me. "It's obvious.to any scientist who. looks at the }.'a,.ots, that
your report is valid," he said, “Don't maddy up. the issus by tx;yin.g‘to vindicate

~ the police officers." And I recalled Dr. lcDonald!s encouragement to bring all the

facts into the open for a fresh airing.
Things dropped into pefspectivva. I wasn't fighting any great cause. The only

great thing about the last five month!$ interchange of words was the number of words.
|

. The issue was as simple now as it had been at the begiﬂhing: Had the officers

-~

chased Venus? And I would not take "Yes® for an' answere.
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I re-read Colonel Mins! lotter to Congrossman S¢anton cafofully:

" ufhe Air Force haé carefully considered your suggestion that the Portage
County sighting should'be changed to unknowm.’ Howav.er, after again reviewing the
statements submitted by all of the persons involved, it was determined that the
original evaluation should stand. ,

"Statemants were received from personnel at the Gpeater PittaSurgh Airport, ‘

Pennsylvania, Chief of Police buchert, Mantua, Ohlo, and Deputy Sheriffs Dale Spawr
‘and Wilour Neff. We think is should be noted that Sheriff Neff's statement kas |
exactly the same as that of Sheriff Spaur. The other statements did differ in a
rmmbér of respects; howsver, tais information must also be taken into consideration.

| “Slver" £f Spaur's statement is purely subjective and impassible to duplicate.
lie stated that the object was right over the Greatar Pittsburgh Airport and that
an aircraft had flown directly over the object. When-a check was made with the
tower operator to determine whether he had observed the cbject that Sheriff Spawr
was reporting, he stated he did not see it, However, he asksd the Federal Aviation
Agenc;y. (FAA) radar controllers if they could make contact. The FM. controllers
could nét pick up the object that Sheriff Spaur was repcertinz. Two days after the
observation, the Air Force contacted the radar site at Oakdale Army Ipstallation,
Oakdale, Pennsylvania, and ‘asked if they had picked up any unusual rada.r tracks.
Tredir reply was also negative.

- nSheriff Spaur also made the statement thAt'at daybreak, the. object disappeared
within a matter of two or three seconds while traveling through a 90-degree arc. If
this had been thé case, we belipve that someone in the vicinity would have heard a

‘ éonic boom. There were no reports of sonic booms in Pittsburgh or adjacent arecas
during that time. o R

“Chief Buchert was .invqlved in the sighting only at the begiﬁning. " The Air Force
.élso took into consideration his report, his dasoription of the object, and .tht
photographs which he bsubmitted to the Air Force. His statements regarding the object
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lead the Air Force to believe that he was observing -Vonus and that he also tried
to photograph phat planet. ‘ ' | .

"Je hope you will understand that the Air Force .ia not questioning the ixi‘begrit;r
of any of the observersj however, conéidering the information we have received about
tids éxperience or event, we must try to explain it in teriys of the data availnbla._
You mey be assured that. the Air Force has tried tc; make an honest evaluation of what

L)

traqsgired with all the i:;fgmat.ion which was colledted.”
It looked as though Colonel Mims had mads & hasw phone call to Major Quintanilila,
or the reverse, to get this information. . One of the major's pet phrases ) " 90-dagree
climb,9 by .x;thich he means “_étrai,ght up,” could account for the erro;', “while travaling
through a 90-degree arc.* Of course, regarding .that point.,, a sonic b.oom wou#d not...
be. expectad in the ﬁ.rst' placé 3 the shock wave would.'not have pmpag;ted.in the |
rigizt direction, from vertical mov_emant.' And the object could have disappeared
in a fraction of a minute ei.mply by "turnix'ag off its lighlt.," in the bright morning
s,ky. : :
I wrote a long rebuttal, noting other points of discrepancy, end .red' lt;erringa.

Ons red herring was the argument based on lack of radar reports. The Air Force is

itself working on radar absorbent matorials (RAM), to render -normally reflective

objects "invisible" to any radar signals. Furthemorg, Lt. Stephen Paquette, a

radar operator and officer in charge of UFO raports at Oakdale, had told me he knew

about the April 17 report and would rot have expected Oakdale'!s radar to detect it!

t
]



}I‘ﬁe~ mistake about thé airplane being seen flying over the object, and f.he
error in its location (" 6ver the Creater Pittsbt;zjgh Airpo;-t") led mo to think the
main séurce of information for Colonsl Mims? igttar wag not the iestimony fronm the
. deputies and police officeré; but the oﬁ.‘;c'ial FAA repdrt., which 48 sidmpy and is
the only record I know of with the fn,istake about the airplane. That report reads as
follows: |

" (5158 AM EST) Revd call frc.m_State Police at BVR & Rochester Police., Seems
that some Ohio police had spotted this flying objoct flying SE bnd in vonty E Palestine.
Ti"ey- too}c after it & were able to follow it by maintaining speed of approx 105 mph,
It was large, round, had a large ax'xtenna.sticld.ng out of the iop & several big white
‘lights éround it. They {qer on Rt. 51 & thgy lost it as it crossed the river east bnd. -
They saﬁ UA7TL5Y 1vg here enrt BUF « this objeot went blo United. -1 was approx 5001, .
United was climbing to 19,000. Ckd & pilots didn't see apﬁhing. Referred to USAF

for action. . « "
Of course, if the UFO were over the airport, one would expect it to be seen
under the airplane. But in fact it was 90°°away == the airport is due south of

Conway; the object was seen to the east. Since it was close to the men, its line

" higher . _
of sight elevation could have been-&sgz:r than that of the plane. And their testimony

was unequivocal on this point.

'
In summary, the rabuttal said: "This l_et‘ter-frommColonal Mims. indicates that

Blue Book == specifically, Major Quintanilh dnd the unknown re=evaluator == overlooked

corroborating testimony resting in Blue book's files. It focuses on Dale Spawr as ‘the
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ch:l.oi“ witneas, and belititlaes his tesiimony, with 'pejora'tim and erroneous references,"
l. sent a copy to Colonel Mims, Mr, Stanton, an? several other interested po.z.'ttl.ca,

and béga;z writing letters richt and left to the USAF officers involved in the
evaiugtion R whether directly involved.or not.

.I announced to Colonel Holm that NICAP was pihnning to nublish a documented

A

study, of the case, which I would put together, and 'askad him to consider the objections
to Blue Book's actions which would appear in that documents

"It is my concarn to be _completely fair in my diséussion of Blue Book's
handling of the April 17 event. I have no reason to believe, hoﬁovor, that the
following criticisms are not sound and in realistic» rerspective:
| 1. That Major Quintanilla's concern to evaluataa' the event scientifically was
| minimal, or nil, . | ' |
‘2. That the major ‘consciously rejected attehpts to have called to his attention
features of the sighting that weré relevant and }iighly significan't, by his own‘étated
criteri.a,
3. That thg major rejected the solicited opinion of tho Air Forée s oun
‘scientific consultant, Dr. Hynsk, on this case, and that the major went against his
published word that Dr. Hynek passes final Jjudgment on all cases whose designated
conclusion is "astronomical." | '
b: 'i'hat the A'ir Force has mislod Congressman William Stanton as 1o the facts
of the case, in details of toth testimony and Blue Bool;ﬂa efforts.
S. That parsonnel connacted with Project:B5lue Book, &ncluding those under
vwhose purview that project falls, have 'pointedly ignored reasonable requests for
an explanation for Major QuintaniiLa's failure to examine relevant testimony,

;?articularly that from corroborating witnesses to the April 17 event,
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"Let me emphasize that I have no intention of relating. these .criticiams to |
a charge of dishonesty on Major Quintanillat's part. In fact, I i'n‘t,end to make af
point of my belief ‘b?l;i'b the major has performed Lis role as chief of P_rc}ject. bBdue
Book in what he sincerely belisves ‘bo be a consclentious and competent manner.

I do'maintain, however, that his approach with regard to the April 17 event has shown

a lack of scientific perspective and a- strong prejudice concerning what counts as

acceptable testimoxv', and that this bias has led to his making an intolerable mistake."

\
: L]

"One day later, a letter arrived from Colonel Gerald Jorgunsen, Chief of the .

Community Relations Division, USAF. The colonel indicated that the April 17 case

was being re-re-re-svaluated. Or was it ree-ro-re-re-re~evalugzted? I had lost track,

His letter was so close on the heels of mine to Colonel Holm, it must. only have been
a reply to others I had sent, not quite so strong, in the last two weeks,
Things wers, looking up again, but I had good reason to squelch my optimism this

time. Things had looked up before. At any rate, the tone of Colonel Jorgensen's

letter was encouraging, and hinted at a full scale USAF review of the case: I waited
impatiently,until November 7, when the following letter came from Colonel Freemani

"I have undertaken this response relative to the Ravenna case and your recent
letters to colonel iolw, Colonel DeGoes, Colonel Jorgensen, Colonel Mims, Lt Color;el
Hippler, Major Quintanilla and myself. - ,

"The Ravenna case has been adjudged as presenting no evidence of a militarj
threat to the United Status and an _ey.pliamtgi.on hao been recorded as to the probable
cause, Only in the event pe'w tangible evidence is ‘discovered will there be any
re'asnessmnf. of the case. in view of the lack of any physical evidence at any tima

to date such a reacsessmont is highily unlikely.
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;'b!n;rzs;;act ':}oar r‘ignt to disagres with iir Force findinge in this case and
t:ndersténd your desire to.convince us of the correstness of your asseasment.
¥ls carnot agree, however, that continued review of portions of the cast; already
well known to the principals can or will prove fruitful. Hence, correspondence

toward that end is futile."

I cdllad Colonel Freeman inune_diate].;r to learnlmore abox;.t futility. (’i‘ha ambiguity
of ‘t';h‘at sentence is intended) .We talked for almo;’c. oné and a half hours, having,. ag
| usual, a pleasant conversation. I must say that, of all the USAF officers I
communicated with ’ in letters or on the phone, about the Portage County case,
Colonel Freeman seame.d like the voice of reason incarnate. In our talk, unfortunately,
he admitted he had no }mowledge éf the spef:ific ciets.ils of the casej he had' just been
a;signéd to tum. me down. He respected xrv disagreement in principle, and said I
' should feel free to publish or talk publicly about any aspects of it I wished, We
indial;ged ina éenet.rating philosophical dobate about the nature of evidence and
c;itgriali‘or evalué.ting observers! reports of thei;' experisnces. In the qngi, it
car® to thiss Whether Blue Book's conclusion was true or not was of no éoncern to
Blue Book. What mattered was whether the UFO had been a threa;b to the security of
the United States. Since it.had' not, any expl’anafion would do.

|

’ ) . LI N . i
I vrote this, and the rest of the above, among other things, in a summary of

owr talk and mailed it to Colonel Freeman for his approval or disapproval. It has

been five months since then, and he has not replied.
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I ne lorger wait for un answer,

It wes, I have to admit, a ggod lesson in futility.

END | -
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