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8. Case 18. Baytown, Tewas, July 18, 1966

Baytown, Texas, on Galveston Bay, has a population near 30,000. Several
persons evidently saw an interesting object there at about 9:00 a.m. on 7/18/66.
My original source on this case was an article that appeared in the 10/8/66
Houston Post from NICAP files. The article, by Post reporter Jimmie Woods,
represents one of those rare UFO feature stories in which fact is well blended
with human interest, as I found when I subsequently interviewed one of the
principal witnesses, W. T. Jackson, at whose service station he and assistant
Kelly Dikeman made the sighting., Both were inside the station when Jackson
spotted the object hovering motionless about 100 yards away. (The Post said
1000 yards, but Jackson pointed out that Woods interviewed him while he was
walting on customers at the station and the reporter didn’t get all of it correct.)

Jackson explained to me that the object “lay right over the Dairy Queen.”
He described it as a white object that “looked like two saucers turned together
with a row of square windows in between”, and he thought it might have been
50 feet in diameter. He called Dikeman over, and they both looked at it for a
few seconds and then simultaneously started for the door to get a better look.
Almost at that moment it started moving westward. Dikeman was at the door
before Jackson and had the last view of it as it passed over a water tower,
beyond buildings and a refinery and was gone, “faster than any airplane.” Jack-
son described it as pure white, and definitely not spinning, since he saw clearly
the features that he termed “windows.” Jackson kept the incident to himself
for a time; when it got out, two nurses who were unwilling to give him their
names because “they didn’t want to be laughed at” stopped at his station and
told him they had seen it from another part of Baytown.

Discussion.—"Swamp gas” explanations were then still featured in press dis-
cussions of UFOs, and Jackson volunteered the comment that there are no
swamps nearby and that it was “too high for any gas formations” he knew of.
“It damned sure wasn't no fireball,” Jackson told the Post reporter, and also
commented, “Feller, when you set there and count the windows it ain’t no damn
reflection.” I received similar salty commentary on various hypotheses when I
spoke with Jackson. No sound was heard, yet, as Jackson put it, “if it had been
any kind of jet, we'd have been deafened.” As in many other cases, a distinctly
machine-like configuration, definite outlines, secondary “structural” features here
termed “windows"”, add up to a description that does not suggest any misin-

terpreted natural phenomenon. That it hovered within a city of moderate size
with only a total of two declared and two other undeclared witnesses is not
entirely difficult to understand when one hag interviewed large numbers of
witnesses for whom the likelihood of ridicule was an almost sufficient deterrent
to open reporting.
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o That Baytoﬁn, Texas, case ocasurred on July
18, 1966, and 1s written up in the Thursday,
Sept. 8, 1966 Houston Post,

Witnesses in Post story are two mechsnics,
W, T, Jackson and Kelly Dikeman. Time 0900,
objeot "looked like two saucers turned together
with a row of square windows between". lhey ;
‘differepd on their size eéstimates, Jackson put !
it at maybe 50 feet indiameter, Dikeman smaller.
~Jackson had watched it for over half a minute

- 1n ailenece before calling to Dikeman. Esti-

mated distance 1000 yards. A moment after
Dikeman looked at it the bbject darted off to
the west.

. Jac''son states that he spent 19 years in

the Army, retiring as a Captalin; his homespun
diction and vocabulary did make me wonder a bit
about that, but there are some unpolished
‘Army officers running around. Everything else
in his account, including his obvious annoyance
at being bothered by me and by others before

me, rang, pretty true. I did not talk to Dikeman.

Jackson's phone last fall was AC 713
583-L414s5. ,

Jackson confirmed to me the Post's remarks
about confirmatory observations by two nurses
"who stopped by and told him of their concurrent
observations, but refused to 4ive names -- not
‘uncommon in these incidents. I have more on
this, but this should give you some leads 1if
you're interrsted in checking.- I'd say it's
- @ moderatdy inter-sting one. I liked Jackson's
~ salty comment to the Poce t man, "Feller, when you
" set there and count the windows on it, 1t ain't
‘'no damned reflection." He talks just 1like that.
Regards, Jem
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Dear Jick:

This is for your file on the July 18, 1966 sighting by
Mr, W, T, Jackson, Baytown, Texas, phone AC 713-583~h1h5 (home).f

I wanted to check some of the points in the Sept. 8, 13966
article f rom the Houston Post that you'!d sent me last week,
It developed that most of the Post account was confirmed by
Jackson, though J pointed out he was interviewed while running
back and forth at his service station, walting on customers, so
the reporter didn't get all &f 1t correct., Two points of
difference: (1) Where the article says 1t was hoverling at a
distance of 1000 yds, Jacksonr sald he'd put it at about 100
yés (so mar be a typo). Saild it was not over a city-block
distonce ("lay right over the Daliry ZJueen"), He was very
emphatic that he got a very good look at it., (2) In his
comments to me he sald that he looked at 1t for a total of
only about |;~Z seconds, This azrees with one part of the
story in the paper, so may be presumed correct, Earlier in
the story he seems to be quoted as saying he'y been guletly
looking at it for "a good L0 seconds before I sald anything to
Kelly about 1t", I double-checke@l him on that and he said
that he Just locked up and there it was and he asked Dikeman
if he saw 1t, etec.

He was not able to avold ambigulties in hjs use of the
word "round", but I concluded (without badgering him at too
great length since he made it clear he's alck of people calling
him up about it) that when he caid 1t was "probably round", he
was referring to plan view clrcularity. He confirmed that 1t
was longer than it was high, snd confirmed the rough slge flgures
given in the Post., Also confirmed that 1t was parfectly walte,
and definitely not splnning, eince he stresgsed the point that
he was able to make out the "windows" unmistakably.

I confirmed that he'd been in thz Army 19 years and that he',
been a Cactaln, He 2aid he'd never pald much attention to flying
saucer recorts before that incident but now he wss darned well
certaln they were real. Sald it was soundless and was so close
that had it been any sort of Jat aircraft theg'd nave heen ieafened,
At the end of the article some "confirmatlions" are inili:sted. He
sald two nurces, who refused to give tnem his name at the ti-e for
fear of being mnade fun of, stopped by and told him they'i seen it
from a point about a mile distant. Same deserl tlon as hils, he
told me. He adied that many others have called him up or sto ed
at the :tation or written him to say they also saw UFCs, A close
friend of his, a Jack Adcock, came by and told Jackson that Phou§h
het'd never btefcre told a soul oth=sr than his wife, he'di had "one
hover along just above and ahead of his pi-kup for about 15 minut-s
a8 year or two ago oo the highway., {That phenomenon of the evoked
reports never {alls to be amusinz, ioes 1t%?) One of the more con-
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vincing facets of the problem,)

He mentioned that in his mall was a long set of forms
some outfit in Washing on. Sald he'y not yet zotten are
~ven looking at the forms they seemed so complicated. Preguy,
vou seat them, I assured him that If 1t was NICAP, 1t woulda B
be very melpful to fill them out and send them in. He seemeq |
afrald it wss from crackpots. I hope it wasn'g. ‘

In summary of what I got out of the phone call, I'd say
that Jackson sounded entirely straightforwa-d, obviously strong
{mpressed by the unuaual nature of what he'd seen, probably not?
elther well educsted nor extremely astute, but fully able to ‘
communlcate the fact that there was something over there above

the Dalry Queen "that sure as hell wasn't n- alrplane!,”

Note that Bayhtown is not far from the Damon, Texas ares 3
where the interesting “eptember 2, 1965 sighting by two sherlff'g
jeputies took place., I tried this afternoon to contact Deputy 3
MeCoy to gulz nim on that one but He's left the force, apvsrent-
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electrical apparatus found at the death scens. Poison, violence, and asphyxi-
ation were also ruled out. Blood was found on a patch of ground nearby, but it
was not from either of the two bodiesl| Also found were a lady's handkerchief,
a raincoat, sunglasses, a toothbrush, and other apparently meaningless clues.

Although the police tended to ridicule the flying saucer angle of the
case, -the original report by the woman living nearby was later confirmed by
several other people who telephoned police to tell of similar sightings they
had made at exactly the same time. (UPI, 8/25/66, B8/26/66; Reuters, B/24/66,
8/28{66 Credit: Jim Yerkes, Gladys Fusaro, Henning Von Hippel, and Dauld Mar -
tine

SOUTH AMERICAN ROUND=UP: On the night of July 31st, three UFO0s landed
for several minutes on a hilltop near Ovalle, Chile, after an observation mis-
sion over the area. One UFO0 had -an antenna of some kind, from which a bril-
liant searchlight came forth. There was severe radio interference throughout
the area while the objects were in sight. Among the many people who observed
this phenomenon were employees of the National Electrical Plant at Los Molles,
near Ovalle, who gathered with other people in the neighborhood to watch the
strange machines.

On August 7th, two luminous flying objects landed in the main square of
the town of Tanchachin, near San Luis Potosi, Mexico. One of the objects was
oval shaped, and the other was cigar shaped, according to the many witnesses.
people ran from their homes to the square, to see what had happened.
repghted seeing "s@igang@lapparatus” @n interior of
i lifeS8Tho who that the
i ft in the

sence of
many en over the mountain town of Santiago de

Chucu!II!!ylng a! !n altltude of only 300 feet. It was shaped like two plates

put together, al A2 range._in.col accerding.to. _frightened reports

CLOSE UFO SIGHTING IN TEXAS: In broad daylight on July 18th, two attend=-
ants at a gasoline service station in Baytown, near Houston, Texas, saw a fly=
ing saucer pass low over their garage. The men, named W. T. Jackson and Kelly
Dikeman, observed the UFO at tree-top level. Although it was only in sight for
a few seconds, they were able to discern a considerable amount of detail. The
object was 30 feet or more in diameter, and three to ten feet thick. It was
"pure white" in color, and had a row of square windows in the side. The UFO
bore no markings, and nothing was visible through the windows. The witnesses,
fearing ridicule, waited for over a week before telling anyone. Eventually,
the story was printed in a local newspaper. (The Houston, Texas Post, 9/9/66.
Credit: Cope Wiseman.)

UrFo FLAp IN THE SUUTHEAST: ”Durin- the early mornlng huurs of July 27th,

ection oF North Carullna, 1nclud1ng wlnstcn- alem, 3 :
Polnt Asheboro, and Ramseur. The objects did not have the slow, contlnuous
movement of satellites, and were reported to have changed direction at least
once, and to have changed color many times. One UF0 was photographed by a re-
porter from the High Point, N.C. Enterprise (see photos on Page 18,) and an
unnamed amateur photographer took more than 60 pictures, which we have not
SEENe

At almost exactly the same time, in Richmond, Virginia, a milkman making
his rounds told police that an unidentified object at "twice tree-top level"
traveled from southeast to northwest, frightening him badly. The UFO had on it
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Reflectlons

Flying

By JIMMIE WO0OODS
Pes! Reporier

“Feller, when vou se! there
and vount the windows on i1,
it ain't no damn reflecdon.”

W. T. (Rer) Jackson shot
a look of disgust at his ques-
Honer, puiled the biue rap a
Httle lower over his weathered
face and spat tovacen juice
on the driveway.

STILL, HE LOOKED a it
e sheepish about ardmurting
hat he watched a ‘lying
saucer skim over his service
station at 74% Bayway Drive
&n Baytown in broad daylight.

“I was working on my credit
ards,” Jackson said, “‘and I
ooked up and it was setn
here just over them trees,
ind I wish to hell I'd never
ooked up the way people
»een givin' it th me, “You znt
iny little green men runnmin’
wound up there?

“Kellv Dikeman — that's
M-K-E-M-A-N, Dikeman —
{elly =een it, ron. He seen it
ly off or [ wouldn't of toid
nybody."

JACKSON KEPT IT a secret
nr a week because he knew
e would he in fur it once
1€ SIlory Was ouf.

Owners of small service ¢4
~ns simply o not look up
e sky at 9 nclock 'n the
orning and ser.  hovering
«fore them, a g, saucer-
.apad, pure white objecr may:-
a 30 feet in diameter and
) feet from top 1o he'tom:
d if they many

-oadcast 1.

Jackson said the object ap-

ared about 9

: AM Julv :iﬁ
clear, sunny morning in

wn. He said it looked [ke

M@_"r
ith square wi

ween — “That'd be the besi
.planation [ could give you.”

dn, n6f
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It bore no markings and noth-
ing was visthls through (ts
windows.

“IT WAS WHITE as while
could be.” Dikeman, the other
witness, said. “A kind of glow-
ing white. It was round,
smoath cutside. It wasn't gpin-
ning. just kind of sailing. 1
never saw anything ke 11

Dikeman® thought .: would
measure 30 fee! or more .n
diameter and three feet or so
nick, big enough tn coniain
a pilot i he was layin’
down.” Jackson thought it was
quite 3 bit thicker. 10 or 12
feet from top to bottom.

“He got a better look at it
than I did."” Dikeman sad.
*'It was goin' so fast | couldn't
tell too much about 1t.”

“I SET HERE and watched
it a good 40 seconds before |
said anyvthing to Keilv about
ir,” Jackson said.

When he first saw it, Jack.
son saxd, the saucer was about
1.000 vards away and station-
ary, hovering abou! .30 feet
off the ground above the woods
armss the street oast of his
statioe

“It was just to the left of
that gas pump.  he said,
pointing, “‘right between them
two iall trees when [ saw it.
Jusr settin’ there [ was so
damn startled [ didn't know
whether I was havin’ ha!lgecinz-
tions or what. Nineteen years
in the Armiy, and 1 was snll
startied.”

JAUKSON SAID, “Look what
5 mat?" Dikeman relareii.
“And 1 said. ‘I don'r know
He said, Thd.T musl be a [ly-
Ing saucer = And Lsays. ‘Well,
i don’t know. The only ﬂymg
saucer [ ever saw wis al
home.™

As both men bhroke for the
door io get a better look,

Don’t Hav;

Juckson.
dmrted

ey L&

“I DIDN'T SEE where t
went,” Gackson said. Keliv
Z0 to the door tirst and he g
a hig man, 20 pounds. an
[ cowdn't rur over him."

“The best I could rell, * Dike
man said, "1t came oul of e
Sods on (he east side and
Wenl over thal twaler) iows-
and went west, [f it kept gom:

rvdalg onl il woxed like o
inignt hit the tmer,

“IT CROSSED BAYWAY
right west of the service sta-
tom, 'went over Lewis and
Coker’s store and it was gune,
just like that It was only
visibie maybe about four sec-
ILI"I._(S_"

Dikeman, 55, whn is retired
from Humble Oil's Baviown
Retinery and nccasionally
lends Jackson a hand ar the
station. said the saucer was
faster than anv airplane he
ever saw,

“OH, YES, SIR They
couldn't # jet go that fast.”
ne said.

The v men. skeptical
aboui fly'ng saueers  before
they saw ¢ne. are now equal-
iy -kepnr‘.il of the recently
publizhed theorirs rhat umden-
tifiet flying objects reali
are only swamp gas or vag-
rant electrical currents.

“ It damn' sure wasn't no
fire pall like they saxd in tre
Houston Post the other dav.”
Jackson snorted.

Dikemarn ~aid what he saw
was too higr fur ane kind of
gas formation ne knows of
and there are no swamps in
the wonds where the saucer

appeared. Juckson, 48. an ex-

Army captain and a former
refinery employee. said swamp
gas and fire balls do not
have windows.

NEITHER MAN had ever
seen anything — not anything
real, ar least — to compare
to the UFO.

“Well, perhaps, some of
those illostrated drawings
thev've put out,” Jackson
said.
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HE SAW IT TOO
Relly Dikeman Vouches for Saucer Stor

When the story got oul,
<ackson sa:d, several men
fromi Houstap ecame of nis
home at 1201 Bayliss 1o inter-
view him.

“SOME FELLER ramed
Owens from Housion — say.
vou know anvbody named
Owens? — well, he got me 1o
make a statement and wanted
me o sign i1, he said. “Hell,
I signed it.”

At times, kidders have
dewled him so much, Jack-

Toore is une cons
he :aid Iwo Baytown
ais0 saw the sauce
morning “‘and [ w~sh |
15 of em :in “ars fi
nesses,”

“THEY WERE GETT
of iheir car « "o+ ha
Jucksen saw L don’
know what hospital, a
wouldn't tell me rheir
They said. "We'r= pol
tn be .aughed at.’

They came in € §
me they saw 11, tog,.
spid, 'We just wanmd
you know you're not j

4 msh It got M




