
- The next example is from a report I personally investigated. It 

occurred in the area where I was reared; the observers are known to my 

family; I am familiar with the natural phenomenology of the area. 

Date: 10 October 1966 

Place: Near Newton, Illinois 

First witnesses: Mrs. A (she prefers not to be publicly identified 

because of the reaction of friends and neighbors). 

Time: 5:20 p.m. 

"Mrs. A was in her kitchen preparing supper; five of her children 

were playing outdoors. The children shouted to her to "come out and 

see the silent plane". She writes "I glanced out the south window and 

there it ·was coming into sight just south of o_ur · 72 foot silo moving 

very slowly from east to west. It was about 35 feet h~gh. My first 

thought was that it was a plane making an emergency landing, but when 

"r saw it in full view, I knew it was no plane, not like anything I have 

ever seen. I hurried outside to join the children in the yard. It 
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continued to move ·in a straight line to the west. We could see it 

clearly as it drifted over a 50 by 100 foot machine shed being built 

at the.time [the workers were, however, in the fields this day]. It 

appeared to be larger than our car, and was more oval. There was a 

bluish glow around the ends, top, and bottom of it. It~(the glow) 

wasn't bright, since it was daylight yet, but more like a low cloud, 

haze, or fog; or a mixture of bluish-grey tiny bubbles floating along 

around it. The object was seen clearly. It was blue in color and 

appeared to be made.of metal. You·could see [longitudinal] seam lines. 

There was one black window. I thought they (assuming someone was in 

it) could see out but we could not see them. I kept looking for 

someone to peep out and wave, but don't recall seeing or feeling 

anything at the time. .There was a brownish-gold design on the lower 

back half. A raised part was on the top near the back which was 

noticed by all the children. It moved very quietly, making no. sound 

at all except for a whirling or vibrating sound for 1 or 2 seconds as 

it drifted on toward the west ••• We followed it down the yard .and lane, 

continuing to watch it as it was 300 feet, then 200 feet from the north 

and south gravel road and the REA electric line which is on the 

west side of the road. We were talking together, all very excited 

about what it was, where it came from, if there were people in it, and 

if it would rise to clear the electric line. It did; it rose so quickly 

and was out of sight in just a few seconds. Our eyes could not follow 

it fast enough. This was certainly a fantastic thing." 

The questionnaire, a lengthy correspondence, an inte~iew in June 

1967 and other checking produced the following details: 

Meteorology: Clear, warm, dry weather, cloudless. 

Ast~onomical: Moons et 3:51 p.m. EST 

Sunset 5:29 p.m. EST 

UFO: Prolate spheroidial shape as shown below. 
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The surface appeared to be non-specular, like dull aluminum or metal, . 

and blue, the color probably deriving from the self-luminous halo. Lon

gitudinal seams were apparent, but no rivets or such were seen. The 

black rectangle was assumed to be a window and appeared to be recessed. 

It was not shiny, but "like the dark of night." The sU"i;rounding glow 

was partly opaque, yet self luminous. It was darker than the sky and 

extended about 1/4 the object's length in all directions. The halo was 

particularly opaque at the ends _of the object, obscuring the underlying 

parts. The design at the lower rear looked like a pattern of crosses 

and dots like (1) or (2) 

(1) . (2) 

Mrs. A says the glow obscured the design and in any case her attention 

was fixed on the "window". The·only sound heard o~curred when the UFO 

was nearest the unfinished shed, being constructed of a wooden framework 

covered with ferrous sheets. It is possible that some sheets ·were caused 

to vibrate. No electromagnetic effects were noted (TV was off) and 

no electrostatic or other effects were noted by Mrs. A or her .children. 

As the UFO disappeared, Mrs. A was just looking along the road for a 

car; two of the children s~id the UFO pitched nose-up and as it went up a 

light or flame of orange color was seen at the rear. 

·Enough angular data was provided from building and landmark place

ment and sizes that it is possible to estimate the size of the metallic 

portion of the UFO at 16 to 20 feet in length, seen at a distance of 

150 to 300 feet. Its linear speed was about 4 to 8 miles per hour, 

based on the above distances and timings obtained by re-enac_t~ent. It 

was visible for 4 minutes. Angular size was 2_··3/4". at arms length. 

In an effort to quantify the colors somewhat, a Nickerson color 

fan was used by the witnesses to s·elect the colors most nearly like 

·those on the UFO. The color selections were made independently in 

direct sunlight with the color fan held in front of a white field. The 

colors given were 
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7.5 PB - 7 

2.5 PB - 8/5 

7.5 B - 3/5 

Glow (The color of "grayness" was not uniform) 

Mrs. A. 5 PB - 8/5 
2.5 PB - 8/5 

Child 1 5 PB - 7/7 

Child. 2 2.5 PB - 6/8 

Orange flare on ascent 

Child 1 5 YR - 7/11 
Child 2 5 YR - 7/11 

Second event: Same day, 6:30 p.m., sky is now dark. Location is in 

town of Newton, Illinots, about seven miles north west of first event. 

Mrs. B was walking down the steps of a friend's house toward 

her car. "As I started down the steps my eyes were drawn by something 

in the south eastern sky. I stopped a moment and saw very clearly a 

luminous bluish object moving quite rapidly from east to west. It 

seemed to be rather low in the sky, but at night it is difficult to 

judge distance either as to how high it was or how far away it was. 

It did appear larger than a full· moon, but instead of being round it 

had a definite oval shape. I would say an elongated oval. There was 

no sound that I could detect, and while it appeared to be blue and 

purple, there was also a whitish glow in it. The outline of the object 

was very distinct. I watched it until it disappeared behind some trees 

and a house a little 'less than a block from me. 11 

Further correspondence and discussion brought forth the following 

information: The major axis of the oval was 'horizontal; its path was 

not perfectly horizontal, but somewhat undula~ory. Its color was 

brightest and whitest at the center, becoming more blue and darker 

toward the edges. Mrs. B. estimated the colors as shown below (Since 

the interview was conducted in the evening, the color fan was illuminated 

by an incandescent lamp). 
edge 7.5 B - 7/5 

outer 7.5 B - 9/2 

inner 7.5 B - 8/4 
~--center 7.5 B - 7/6 
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In itself, this last report, which describes a sighting of 15 to 

20 seconds duration, contains insufficient information to come to any 

conclusion. However, when put alongside the earlier report there is 

the possibili~y of a relationship -- could these be reports of the 

same thing seen under differing conditions of illumination? We'll 
.. 

never know positively but the suggestion is quite strong. 

As far as Mrs. A's sighting is concerned, we have obtained 

enough data from follow-up inquiry ~nd on-site investigation to rule 

out known airborne craft, meteorological, and astronomical phenomenon. 

Yet the observations are sufficiently detailed to give us adequate 

confidence that some sort of machine was present, behaving in a very 

extraordinary way. Some parts of the object ar~ similar to other 

reports (the effervescent glow, the orange color on acceleration, the 
• ~ t 

very black 0 window" (which sounds like a bl,QJck-body absorber)) • Other 

parts are unusual -- the UFO's prolate spheroidal shape and the 

pattern (although seeing the pattern would require the observer to be 
quite close). The original correspondence and data sheets _on Mrs. A's 

sighting run to over 40 pages. In correspondence and interviews over a 

period of 8 months no substantial inconsistencies could be found. The 

geometric data, particularly, are so intricately related that it is 
most unlikely that the witness could have fabricated a story so well. 

In addition, acquaintances made it clear that Mrs. A. is not prone to 

story telling and that "she is too busy to dream up such a tale". Mr. 

A, who returned from the fields that evening found the household still 

considerably agitated four hours after the event. He said he had no 

idea what it was his wife and children saw, but he obviously treated 

the sighting seriously for he went to considerable trouble to comply with 

a request to measure the sizes and locations of each building and tree 

on the farm. 

It is this kind of sighting - the kind which is clearly inexplicable 

in contemporary terms, which causes me (and other interested persons) to 

take the whole ~ubject so seriously. Hynek suggests that it is just this 

kind of· sighting that often goes unreport.ed, because the witness 

especially if his education or training ~re appropriate -- knows that 

·what he saw was unambiguously extraor·dinary... An~ machine-like. A 

number of such reports were belatedly made after the University of 
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Col~rado study effort got underWay. Apparently the witnesses waited 

for the respectability the .UOC study brought to the subject. It is 

hoped that the scientific and intellectual climate will change to the 

point where witnesses, particularly those having the best qualifications, 

can feel free to report sightings and know that they ar~ being taken 

seriously. 

Not all reports are visual report~ only. An example of a photo

graphic observation studied in detail is given in reference 20. Here, 

a 1611D11 movie of two objects sighted in the daytime provided the analyst 

enough information to conclude t~at no known phenomena.could have caused 

the images. This report is, hopefully, the first in a series of 

instrumented sightings carefully and adequately·studied. 
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